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Information Received

On 042099 at about 1415 hours I met Inv. Moomaw in the Swedish Medical
Center Emergency section where he informed me that a shooting had occurred at
Columbine High School in Jefferson County. Inv.’s Moomaw, Gee, Beichl, and Mundorf
were present and [ was requested to standby to receive evidence from the living victim's
which were being transported to the hospital. At about 1428 hours I secured “Room #3”,
an equipment storage room, outside the trauma center main doors, for evidence storage. |
kept the door locked and took custody of the keys from the nurse’s station. I also posted
a sign on the door instructing that there was no entry allowed by order of the Sheriff's
Office. Yellow crime scene tape was taped across the upper part of the entry way. SLT
Sprigg arrived a short time later to assist me with the collection of the evidence.

Either SLT Sprigg or I maintained a presence in the hallway outside room #3.

Receiving Evidence

At about 1435 hours I received custody of four white plastic bags individually
containing the clothing and personal effects of the following individuals:

Richard Raymond Castaldo
Valarie Schnurr
Sean T. Graves

W 9 -

After taking the evidence to the secure evidence room, SLT Sprigg and I
repackaged the clothing and personal effects into paper bags. Each of the white plastic
bags was individually separated into a paper bag as well.

At about 1448 hours I took custody of a 9mm fully jacketed bullet from Det.
Forrington from the Englewood Police Department. Det Forrington told me that the
bullet had been recovered from the back of Mr. Castaldo. The bullet was enclosed in a
semi-clear plastic container with a white hospital label showing the name of Mr. Castaldo.
After taking the bullet to the secure evidence room I repackaged the bullet by wrapping it
in tissue paper to protect any rifling marks and enclosed it in a separate plastic container
which was sealed with evidence tape and my initials. Both plastic containers (one
containing the bullet and the original container) were placed in a paper evidence bag.

At about 1520 hours I was contacted by hospital trauma nurse Kari Goerke and
told that hospital staff needed access to the equipment in the evidence storage room. Mrs.
Goerke offered her office as a secure storage area. We transported the evidence to office
3107 (Mrs. Goerke’s personal office) at about 1535 hours. I took custody of her key.
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Either SLT Sprigg or [ maintained a physical presence in the office until we departed the
scene.

At about 1611 hours I was contacted by Sgt. Beatty by pager. After returning the
call, Sgt. Beatty told me that SLT Sprigg and [ were to depart the hospital and return to
the ACSO crime lab to secure the evidence. We were then to depart the crime lab for
Columbine High School to assist the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office Crime Lab in
processing the crime scene at the school. I informed SGT. Beatty that we had not
collected all of the projectiles thought to be present in the victim’s and he said that an
investigator would be responsible for collecting any subsequent evidence from the
hospital. SLT Sprigg and I departed the hospital, after returning the office key to Mrs.
Goerke, at about 1628 hours. All evidence was transported in my vehicle. SLT Sprigg
and I arrived at about 1640 hours and I secured the evidence in the ACSO crime lab.

After collecting needed equipment SLT Sprigg and I departed separately for
Columbine High School at about 1657 hours.

[ arrived on scene at about 1728 hours. Traffic was extremely congested along
Bowles Avenue due to road closures and responding emergency vehicles, civilians, and the
media. Upon arriving I was met and briefed by Jefferson County Sheriff's Office SWAT
member Helgesen who told me that there were at least two bodies outside, one teacher in
a hallway, and multiple bodies in the library. Dep. Helgesen also stated that there were
several live [ED’s (improvised explosive devices), mostly pipe bombs, located throughout
the building and crime lab entry was denied until the devices were rendered safe. I
proceeded to the Arapahoe County Sheriff's Office Mobile Command Post Vehicle to
check in and await instructions.

At about 2000 hours multi-agency crime lab personnel assembled in a pavilion at
the south end of Clement park for a debriefing by Sgt. West of the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office. Sgt. West gave us a general briefing on the events, what little was
confirmed at that time, of the event. Sgt. West stated that bomb squad technicians from
various agencies were in the process of searching for, and rendering safe, numerous
devices throughout the school, parking lot, and outside areas of school property. Sgt.
West said that crime scene processing would not commence until bomb squad technicians
had cleared work areas through render safe procedures. Sgt. West said several devices
(12-13) had been cleared from the school and two large devices were located in each of
the suspect vehicles.

Sgt. West said that the first priority of the crime scene personnel was to process
the scenes toward the victim'’s so that they could be removed and autopsied as soon as
possible. Five teams of five members each were to be deployed inside the school for
processing. It was agreed that processing would not be compromised (sped up) for the
purpose of victim removal. At the time each team was ready for a victim to be removed, a
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team of coroner's investigators, assisted by a pathologist, would examine the victims in
place and handle the removal from the scene.

At 2101 hours Jefferson County Sheriff's Office Criminalist Loptein gave another
briefing and asked each crime lab member to fill out a roster stating each member’s
expertise and contact information. Loptein informed us that approximately 30 [ED’s had
been discovered in and around the school and was delaying our entry.

Technicians were also sending in a forward looking infra-red team (FLIR). One
device had already deflagrated while being handled by ACSO bomb tech’s so safety was of
major concern.

At about 1550 hours [ was told by Criminalist Loptein that I should clear the scene
and report back at 0600 hours on 042199. [ departed the scene at about 0003 hours on
042199.

[ arrived on scene at about 0536 hours on 042199. I was assigned to team #1 and
would be processing the central and east sides of the library. See Colorado Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Agent Goetz’s report for other team member names, assignments, and
actions taken. [ was assigned to take measurements and produce sketches of evidence
locations in our (Team #1) area of the library.

At about 1000 hours, myself and three other lab members were requested to enter
the school with Jefferson County Sheriff's Office Crime Laboratory Supervisor Chris
Andrist to document the victim positions, and general location surroundings, with video
and still photography. The members included Chris Loptein, Jeffco (35mm), Tom Griffin;
CBI crime lab (35mm), Bob Lloyd; Thornton Police Department (video), and myself
(video). I began videotaping at about 1055 hours and concluded our documentation at
about 1200 hours.

My action times are listed below. For complete action report of team #1 in general
see Agent Goetz’s report.

042199 arrive 0536 hours; depart 2127 hours.
042299 arrive 0800 hours; depart 1656 hours
042399 arrive 0753 hours; depart 1902 hours
042499 arrive 0759 hours; depart 1340 hours
042699 arrive 0726 hours; depart 2038 hours
042799 arrive 0659 hours; depart 1820 hours
042899 arrive 0708 hours; depart 1811 hours
042999 arrive 0748 hours; depart 1850 hours

[ produced a total of fifty one (52) sketches of the library and adjoining areas.

Sketches were continually added to throughout the processing. Sketches were not to
scale and north was approximate.
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On 042299 Team #1 was assigned to process and document the hallway, five
offices, conference room, and emergency exit of the north west corner of the library, as
well as the staff service area at the north end of the main library. I began documenting the
area through sketches. Placards mounted to the walls outside each office designated the
offices as “LMC 17, “LMC 2", “LMC 3”, “LMC 4", and “LMC 5. The rest of the area
was comprised of a conference room and hallway. The following observations were made
in each room or hallway. See sketch for measurements of items and bullet holes. Bullet
holes were given an alpha-numeric designation by Criminalist Loptein (ex. BH-1). All
office entry doors were on the east side of each office.

LMC-1:

LMC-1 was the southern most office. The office door was closed and locked
upon our arrival on scene. The office had a long desk that ran the length of the south and
west walls. Bookshelves took up much of the space on the north wall. There were
windows on the south and west walls of the office. No evidence was located in office
LMC-1.

LMC-2:

LMC-2 is directly north of LMC-1 and has two windows along the west wall. The
office door was closed and locked upon our arrival on scene. A rectangular wooden table
and four chairs were in the center of the room. A small computer table was against the
east wall to the south of the office entry door. A small book cart on casters was against
the north wall just west of the entry. There was no evidence located in LMC-2.

LMC-3:

LMC-3 is directly north of LMC-2 and has one window along the west wall. The
office door was closed and locked upon our arrival on scene. A long work table was
attached to the south wall. A chair and file cabinet were located in the south west corner
of the room. A row of staggered bookshelves was attached to the north wall west of the
entry door. An apparent bullet impact defect was observed in the north wall above the
door. A bullet fragment (item #763) was recovered from that location (corresponds to
BH-6 in LMC-4).

LMC-4:

LMC-4 is directly north of LMC-3 and has one window on the west wall. A small
table with a television on it was located in the north west corner of the office. There was
a rectangular wooden conference table and six chairs in the center of the room. There was
loose wallboard debris over the top of the table. The debris appears to have come from
three bullets penetrating the north wall of the office, passing over the table, and entering
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the south wall of the office. The south wall of the office contained three bullet holes given
the designations BH-4, BH-5, and BH-6. A bullet fragment (item #761) was recovered
from the hole designated BH-4 (corresponds to BH-1 in LMC-4). Another bullet
fragment (item #762) was recovered from the hole designated BH-5 (corresponds to BH-
3 in LMC-4). The bullet fragment recovered from BH-6 was actually recovered from
LMC-3.

The north wall of the office also contained three apparent bullet holes designated
BH-1, BH-2, and BH-3 (see sketch). There were no bullet fragments associated with
these holes.

LMC-5:

LMC-5 is the northern most office in the northwest library hallway. LMC-5 has
one window on the west wall and one on the north wall. A small wood table, black metal
audio/visual cart, and chair were located against the south wall of the office. A green
metal audio/visual cart was against the east wall directly south of the entrance.

There were seven apparent bullet holes in the south wall of LMC-5. The holes
were labeled BH-6 (corresponds to BH-1 in LMC-4), BH-7, BH-8 (corresponding to BH-
3 in LMC-4), BH-9 (corresponds to BH-2 in LMC-4), BH-10. BH-7 contained the
copper jacketing associated with lead fragment item #761. BH-10 contained two copper
jackets (one associated with item #762) and one lead bullet fragment (item #767). There
were also numerous secondary missile impact sites in the area of BH-10 most likely
caused by small glass fragments projected towards the wall, with the bullet fragments,
from the north window..

The window on the north wall had five bullet holes through it (three through the
glass, two through the frame). No bullet fragments were located in these five holes. The
holes were labeled BH-1 (corresponds to item #764), BH-2 (corresponds to BH-6 and
BH-7), BH-3 (corresponds to BH-10), BH-4 (corresponds to BH-8 and BH-10), and BH-
5 (corresponds to BH-9). Criminalist Loptein and I determined through glass fracture
analysis that the sequencing for the bullet holes in the north window glass of LMC-5 were
as follows:

1. BH-2

2. BH-3

3. BH-4

The following chart explains bullet hole correspondance for LMC-5 through LMC-
3 going from north to south

JC-001-012555
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Ext.North LMC-5N LMC-58 LMC-4N LMC-4S LMC-3N

BH-1 BH-1 ON FLOOR ITEM#764

BH-2 BH-2 BH-6/BH-7 BH-1 BH-4 IN WALL (#761)
BH-3 BH-3 BH-10

BH-4 BH-4 BH-8/BH-10 BH-3 BH-5 IN WALL (#762)
BH-5 BH-5 BH-9 BH-2 BH-6 IN WALL (#763)

Exterior North Library Wall:

The five bullet holes in the north window and frame of LMC-5 were also
documented from the outside wall. In addition two bullet impact sites were located in the
north wall between the north window of LMC-5 and the emergency exit door at the north
end of the library hallway (see sketch for measurements).

Northwest Hallway:

There were several bullet impact sites in the hallway at the northwest corner of the
library. All of the bullet trajectories were traveling essentially south and appeared to be
coming from law enforcement. A wooden 20 drawer map storage cabinet, located against
the east hallway wall directly south of the door leading to the “rebel news” studio, had
three bullet impact holes on the north side of the cabinet. Two of the bullets (BH-1 and
BH-3) were recovered inside the cabinet (see sketch). One bullet (item #757) was
embedded in the wood of the south edge of drawer #10 from the top and was facing
south. One bullet (item #755) traveled through the map cabinet (BH-2 to BH-4), exited
the map cabinet then entered the rear of the television cabinet to the south of the map
cabinet. Upon making contact with the front frame of the television on the west side, the
bullet made a dramatic turn to the east and exited between the plastic face and glass screen
of the television set. The bullet then traveled east and struck the east wall approximately
three inches to the north of the wall mounted fire extinguisher cabinet, at a height of 3°9”.
The bullet was recovered from the floor beneath the television cart (see sketch).
Criminalist Loptein and [ observed wall board material on the nose of the bullet at the time
of collection.

At the south end of the hallway, on the east wall separating the hallway from the
conference room, there were several bullet impact sites. One bullet impacted the upper
northern frame of a chair (CH1) along the east wall. The bullet impact (designated impact
#1) sent smaller pieces of metal across the wall and through a picture frame on the east
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wall at wall at the south end (see photos and sketch). A second bullet impact (designated
impact #2) struck the wall board to the south of CH1 and impacted below the computer
table (see sketch). That bullet was recovered by team #2. The third bullet impact
(designated impact #3) struck the wood corner molding at the south end of the east wall.
The projectile then traveled south and hit a Macintosh computer monitor on the computer
table(see sketch). All three impact sites were tested with sodium rhodizinate with positive
results. A fourth projectile also passed through the lower back (south) partition under the
computer table and was designated projectile hole #1A by team #2. A minimum of 15
projectiles were determined to have been fired from the north end of the library, down
through the northwest hallway and offices towards the south. These projectiles were most
likely the result of cover fire by law enforcement.

Conference Room:

The conference room is located on the south East end of the hallway and directly
west of the library magazine storage room. The conference room consists of a large wood
top conference table, surrounded by six padded chairs, in the center of the room. A small
table was to the west of the entrance along the north wall of the conference room. A large
paper writing pad on an easel was located in the southeast corner of the room. There was
a bullet hole in the north wall of the conference room on the west edge of the door frame.
The trajectory of the bullet was traveling essentially south into the conference room. As
the bullet passed through the wall it fragmented. Several copper and lead fragments were
found on the floor, table top, chairs (Chairs “A” and “D”) and the south wall (see sketch).
A bullet hole was located in the floor molding of the south wall. The largest of the lead
fragments (item #752) was located in south wall under the easel. An apparent bullet swipe
was found on the conference room floor in the southeast quadrant of the room. The swipe
was in line with the bullet hole impact area on the floor molding. Agent Ritter (CBI)
tested the area with sodium rhodizinate with positive results.

Magazine Storage Room:

The magazine storage room is located directly east of the library conference room.
Entry into the room can be gained by either the conference room or the staff service area.
The room is comprised of two rows of magazine stacks as well as shelving on the south

and west walls. No evidence was located in this room. Both doors were open and
unlocked upon our arrival,

Staff Service Area:

JC-001-012557
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The staff service area is located at the northern end of the main library. The area is
comprised of a large wood counter top work area where students bring books to be
checked out by library staff members. There are two computer terminals centered in the
service counter which faces south. Upon my inspection of the area I observed that an
under the counter telephone (presumably for staff use) was off the hook with the receiver
on the floor behind the counter. One of the blue cushioned bar stool style chairs from the
computer terminal area had apparent bullet hole damage to it (see Agent Ritter;CBI
report for trajectories). The chair was laying on top of the counter to the east of the
eastern most computer terminal. The computer monitor was off center of the CPU to the
west and had scuff marks on the front of it indicating that the chair had been thrown onto
the counter striking the computer monitor.

A small rectangular wooden printer stand cabinet is located at the north west end
of the staff service counter. The cabinet is open to the east and 100 sheet packs of white
(8 1/27x117) printer paper was stored under the counter on the staff (east) side. A
computer printer (HP Laser Jet Ssi/mx) was essentially centered on top of the cabinet.
There were at least 14 shotgun pellet impact sites on the wood frame of the cabinet, some
causing multiple impact sites at the ricocheted (see Agent Ritter; CBI report for detail). At
least three pellets also struck the east side of the upper northwest paper bundle (item
#735). No on site examination, or extraction of pellets was performed on scene. One
pellet (item #699) was recovered from the lower paper tray of the HP printer east side.
Five other pellet impact sites were located on the west side wall of the western most staff
seating area (access panel location) directly south of the printer cabinet. Additional items
of evidence were recovered from the floor and counter top areas of the staff service
section (see evidence report).

il 3 05457

Senior Laboratory Technician Thomas W. Adair Date

Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office
Investigations Division
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CR#99-7625

Dete: April 21,1999

Time: 1940 Hours

Investigator Doug Moore

Jetferson County Sheriff's Office

Phone: 271-5603

Location: Cotumbine High School
6201 South Pierce Street

Measurements are not to scale:

MAN FRONT
ENTRANCE

Measuremerts:

ftem #3000 spent round
from S E. corner 53' 8"
from N.E. corner 65' 8"

tem# 3001 right shoe
from SE. corner 32' 5"
from NE. corner 73'

Rem# 3002 left shoe
from S E. corner 23' 6"
from NE. corner 78' 1"
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