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APRIL 20, 1999 - LITTLETON, COLO.

In an emotional
meeting, student tells
victim's mom he wasn't
alone in the last
moments of his life

By Katle Kerwin McCrlmmaon
Scripps Howard News Service

s

Nick Foss wanted Dan
Rohrbough’'s mother to
know that her son did not
dia alone.

Rohrbough, a 16-year-old
freshman, was gunned
down cutslde Columbine
High School as tha killers
ware heading Inside,
spraying bullets at anyone
In thelr path.

|His death was the most
- qpublic of any of the slayings
i in Tuseday's devastating
rampage. As helicopters
Dan Rohrbough
n Rohrboug hoverad shove the school,
Rohrbough's body lay crumpled on the pavement In his

jeans and a green shirt,

On Thursday, Foss visltad Rehrbough's mother, Sue

Petrone, to tell her about the flnal momants of her aon's Ife.

"I'm sorry | couldn't aave your son. | couldn't do anything,”

hittp://www . thedailycamera.com/shooting/rohrbough.html
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Foss said, weaping as ha and Petrone ambraced and
rocked.

"I know K you could have done anything, you would have,"
Petrone said, comforting Foss as she would have soothed
har san,

Foss, an 18-year-old senlor, ran out of the school and saw
the gunmen shooting Rohrbough In tha back as he trled to
escape. He was carrylng a Dr Pepper and his lunoh,
headed to the park to eat,

"He waa running away. He was running for his dear Hfe,”
Foss sald.

He didn't want to leave Rohrbough on the ground. Sc he
went to check on him,

"l sald, 'Come on. Get up. But he wasn't moving.”
"I told him [ foved him," Foss said.

"That means so much bacauae he didm't die alone,” she
answarad. "You wera hlz angel thare.

"The more | know, the more peace | have," ghe gald.

Before Foss could drag Rorhbough to shalter, the gunmen
almed for him. A bullet grazed hls head ar he ran away.

Fouss apologlzed again, then told Patrone one more heart-
wranching detall: "When thay shot him, he was yelling for
hls maom. I'm saotry. I'm sorry.”

Fose did not know Rohrbough but sald he wags horriflad that

an Innocent freshman would get caught In auch violence.

Dan Rohrbough was just a quiet, happy kid with a wry
sense of humer. "He was a very loving and caring. He
naver hurt a soul In his Iife,” Petrone sald.

Every day after school, Rohrbough worked with his father

at his slectronlcs store. He was a genlus at anything having

to do with home theaters and couldn't walt to get hia

driver's permlt this September. He wanted a car that would

have had a fabulous sterao syatem.

Since he was a toddler, he loved apaed. His mother
laughed ag she recalled having to lock the carg In the
garage. As soon as Rohrbough could walk, he would fish
out the car keys, toddle Into the garage and try to start the
cars.

His friends aald he was qulet, but he had a zany senase of
humor.

http://www.thedailycamera.com/shooting/rohrbough.html
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He wore shorts In winter. He and hls buddles played street
hockay untll thelr sticks broke, batt'ed sach other in
Nintando garmss for hours and overdosed on Orange Jullus
drinka while thay pretended to do thelr homework.

"Dan was a really great guy. He was loving. He was caring.
Ha was a really, nice, awesome guy," sald one of hls best
frlends, Matt Houck, 14.

The teen-agers llved one block from each other and
hacame cloge In seventh grade. Now that thay were In high
school, they only had an earth sclence class togather. But
they remalned Insaparabla.

They saw each ather just a couple houra bafore Rohrbough
dled.

Darek Pontlus, 16, was Rohrbough's other hest friend.

Rohrbough had apent the night at Pantlus' house on
Saturday. Pontlus was suppoged to stay at Rohrbough's
house Friday.

The two saw each other Tuaesday after first psriod. When
the mayhem erupted, Pontlus was trapped for hours In a
sclence office. Hae said he kept thinking of his friands,
hoplng they were safa.

Ar the hours pagsed without any news, Rohrbough's family
and friends began to fear the worat.

They went to the school. Nothing. They went to the llbrary.
MNothing. They want home and prayed that he was at a
friand's house, At 4 a.m., Wednesaday, they went back to
the school, hoping against hopse that someona would know
something.

In the morning, when Sue Peirone saw the Denver Rocky
Mountaln News, she leamad the truth, She recognized her
son's hody In a devastating photo. ™Y ou Just know your
child,” Petrane said.

The photo destroyed any glimmer of hope, but It also gave
Fetrone some camfort. She falt rellaved that her son had
died inatantly and that he was not tortured, like some of the
kids Inside.

"Blaas his soul, he was gone before he hit the ground,”
Petrone sald. "It's horendous. But I'm glad, he didn't suffer.

Patrone has carrled the photo with har as she griaves.

She agonlzed Tuesday night, when hls body was outside,
all alone. Pollce later told her they covered hls body with a
blanket.

http://www.thedailycamera. com/shooting/rohrbough html
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Now, she must cherigsh her memorles.

. Rohrbough usually left the house earlier than hls mom. But
on Tuesday, sha cama down early and they had some
qulet time together. She made him breakfast. They talked.

Than, he pulled something out of his backpack. In the fall,
when ha reglsterad for schoal, there had been a pictura
day. For months, Patrone asked her son to see the photas.
For months, ha forgot to bring them home from his school
tocker,

Finally, on Tussday, Rohrbough remembered to give the
photos to hls mother.

Now, that photo is the centerplece of a shrina to him.

Before Rohrbaugh left for achool, his mother gave him a
hug and a kiss and told him she loved him, "Have a good
day," sha said.

Petrone !s determined not to lat anger averwhelm her, "I'm
Jusgt focuslng on the love that | have for my son," she sald.
"Love conguers avil."

She wants some goad to come out of her aon's death. She
wants young people to change. She wants a world that |s
lass violant. "To make such an impact on the world le a

. tribute to Dan's Iife.”

As she grleves, she wears two angel pina on her chest,
And algo, she wears a tiny, delicate blue bird, a glft
Patrone's only son had glven her a coupls of years ago.

"He's Just like a little fly-away bird."

A memorial fund has baan sat up for Dan Rohrbough.
Contributlons may be sent ta: The Petrone Scholarship
Fund, In care of Norwest Bank, 8500 W. Bowles Ave.,
Littieton, GO 80123,

Funeral services will ba Monday. Finat plaria have not bean
sef yat.

Copyright 2002 Tha Daity Carmara. All rights reserved. Any copying,
redigtribution, ar ratranemieslon of any of the gontente of thik aervice without
tha axpresa writtan consant of The Datly Carmera |8 expreasly prohiblted.
Usars of thia site are sublect to our Ligar Agrasmwnt. You mmy aleo read our
Privacy Pollcy. Commanta? Guestions? Suggestions? E-mall us at
webmanterdithadalbvoamen com.
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COLORADO DRIVER RECORD
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7468 5. TELLER ST TIME: 08:45:50
LITTLETON CO 80128 INSURED STATUS:
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REGULAR LICENSE BTATUS: VALID

COMMERCIATL, LICENSE STATUS: NOT APPLICABLE



)1/17/02 08:44:56 PRINT REQUESTED BY TERMINAL ELN

IAME
JRAVESR

P ES
" g
3 -
sRAVESB
iRAVES
sRAVES
sRAVES
sRAVEH
JRAVESR
FRAVESZ
FRAVES
JRAVEE
sRAVES
sRAVES
JRAVES
sRAVES
FRAVESR
FRAVER
sRAVES

[RANEMIT FQOR NEXT PAGE

4

SEAN
SEEBAETIAN
SELDON
SELWYN
SETH
SETSU
SETBU
3ET3U
SETSU
SHANNON
SBHANNON
SHANNON
EHANNON
SHARI
SHARLET
BHARLET
SHARLET
SHARLET
SHARNA
SHARNA

morho43

HEPpPFPpDDHIINEC

QDA KEY/GRAVES

ADDRESS

7468 3. TELLER
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1999  Smith, Aron
Columbine
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St searching for friands? Try PeopleFinders, your online sourca for more than 2
blilon public records. Search PegpleFinders now!
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FTD.com Klgs.com Splegel.com FoundMoney.com
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PERSONALS and Oprah. Claim it
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SCHOOL SECHOOL SCHOOL | FRIVATE l ADD I BROWSEE REUNIONS | INVITE
HOME I CLAFSMATES l GROUPS GROUPS SCHOOLS FCHOOLS | & EVENTS FRIENDS

MY CLASSMATEE = UNITED STATES » COLORADO > LITTLETON > COLUMBINK

OUR FAVO
Columbina 1999 Photos of S
Mescage Board | Text Chat | Photo Album Lose 10 ibs
Buy Atr Tick
Find Your N

LR
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* New Frlands

3505 total alumnl from Columbline

Want to be added to this list? (IR

Thanks for baing part of the Columbine schogl diractory. Add yourself to more
schools, from kindergarten through college,

Columblne Previoys | Next
1999  Smith, Casie v
. 1999  Smith, Fdward &3
1999  Smith, Joe L™
1999  Snith, Loty &3
1999 Snow, Mellssa &2
1999  Snyder, Kimberty &
1999  Soderberg, Lindsay ™}
1999  Sonnkalb, Kathryn &8
1999  Spangler, Cuttls Y
1999  Stepp, Emlly [¥4]
1999  Stoner, Casay 53
1999  Swanson, loshua (¥
1999  Teal, Kimberly &
1999  Thompsen, Jason ﬂ
1999 Thurmon, Dystin &5
&

. 1999 B Tomlin, John
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1999 WyTownsend, Lauren

1999 Tribble, Justin
1999 Upton, Jeff

1999 Velasquez, Kyle
1999  Vossbrink, Michella
1999 Walllck, Tennifer
1999  Weaver, Kerrl
1599 Welsh, Aaron

1999 Yeatrakas, Njck
Columhina
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