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Columbine photos leaked
‘Unauthorized release’ of crime-scene pictures angers victime' families, stuns Jeffco offlcials

By Inff Kass and Kevin Vaughhn, News Staff Writars

Dozens of top secret, crime-scene photas from the Columbline High School massacre, showlng the two killers’
bodleg, their victims and evan thelr bombs, have leaked out.

Familles of some victims are outraged, and sald that the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office has falled to keep 2
prormise that the photos would never l=ave that office.

"People don't want the pictures of thelr dead kids clrculating on the Internet, which It appesrs likely Is what's
gaing to happen,” sald Brlan Rohrbough, whose son Dan was ane of the 13 killad when shocters Eric Harrls
and Dylan Klebold rampaged through the schoal on April 20, 1999,

The Rocky Mountain News has coples of B number of the photos, as do some Columbline famllles.
County officials were stunned Monday upon learning of tha leak.
“Oh my God," sald Assistant County Attormey Lly Oeffler.

The sherlff's department Is launching an Immediate Investigation to confirm tha authentlcity of the photos and
to figure out how thay could have been leakad, spokeswoman Jack] Tallman sald.

“These photos are potentially stolen property If they're determined to be authantic," she said.

Tallman sald familles of the victims ware balng notifled Monday nlght about what she called the "unauthorized
retlease” of the photos.

The departmeant Is concerned about how tha photos could be used, she sald. "I'm very worrled about your (the
News'} photos because they're so graphle.”

The photos In some cases match crime-scene diagrams and notes previously released under court order.
Some of the famillas are sure the plctures came stralght from the Sherlff's Office.

Tallman sald Monday that 34 agencles were Involved In the Columbine Investigation, and the photos could
have come from one of tham,

A prellminary analysis did show that the Sheriff's Office had the negative and a printout of at least one photo
obtalned by the News, Undersheriff John Dunaway sald Monday night. Dunaway said that early on In the
Columbine Investigation, as many as 100 people may have had access to the photos. That number s now

closer to a dozen.

Dunaway acknowledged that under gne scenario It was possibla that the photos were taken from someone
with authorized access when he or she went to the bathroom ar grebbed a cup of coffee.

But he strassad, "Certalnly, there was no authorization to release these photos.”
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Rohrbough, who has seen the photos, sald that Jeffarson County has fought the parents on release of much of
the Columblne Investigation,

But, somehow, the most graphlc of the crime-scene documents have become public, and ha bellaves the
photos came from that office.

"The stuff that can hurt you, (Jefferson County) will gladly dole out the back door,” he sald.
Rohrbough declined to say how he got the photos.
"I certalnly didn't steal them," he sald.

Rahrbough and Dawn Anna, whase daughter Lauren Townsend was killed ot Columbine, sald that the sherlff's
department promised the photos would never be made public,

Lead Columblne Investigator Kate Battan assured the familles that the photos were under tight sacurlty,
Rohrbough sald. His famlly was told that photos were destrayed after they were printed, that negatives or
other orlginals were kept under lack and key In the sherff's evidence vault, and officers used e photo lab
Inslde the sheriff's dapartment.

"There was qulte a conversation” about the securty measures, Rohrbough sald,

Crime-stena photos have not been among the approximately 17,000 pages of previously released Columbine
docurmnents. Most of those documents were released under & judge's orders after victims' familles sued the
sherlff's dapartment.

Court records show the Sheriff's Office has opposed releasing "photographs or video of the bambs picturing
how they were made,” and alse "photos showIng any of the victims."

On Sept. 5, 2000, Jeffarson County District Judge Brooke Jackson, who has handled many of the open-records
act court casas, opposed the release of information about the bombs,

The photos of the victims and bombs have bean floating around for months, Rohrbough said.

Rohrbough and Randy Brown, a Columblne parent and frequent crtic of the sherlff, balieve Sherlff John Stone
should reslgn ovar the Incident.

“This shows callousness and indifference to the famliles, thet he can't control & crime scena any better than
this,"” Brown sald.

Staff writar Lynn Bartels contributed to this report.
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Sanders’ videogame lawsult dismissad

Judge says Nintendo, others didn't cause Harris and Klebold to carry out killings
By Karan Abhott, News Staff Writer

A faderal judge Monday dismlissed Linda Sanders' lawsutt against video game giants Nintendo and Sony and
other entertalnment companies over her hushand's murder at Columbine High 5chool.

Denver .5, District Judge Lawis Babcock said in the 30-page ruling that teacher Dave Sandars' death was
causad by tean gunmen Erlc Harris and Dylan Klebold.

The |lawsult flled by Linda Sanders and daughters Constance Adams and Cynthla Thirouln clalmed that Harrls
and Klebold killed and injured paople because they had watched violant movles and played viclent video
games.

The sult named the movle The Baskatball Diarfas, In which a student kllled classmatas with & shotqun; and
video games Mortal! Kombat, Wolfenstain, Mech Warrfor, Nightmare Creatures, Doom, Resfdent Evii, Final
Fantasy, Quake and Redneck Rampags.

Defendants in the lawsult Included the makers and distributors of the movle and the gamas.

The two Columblne seniars ettacked thelr suburban Jefferaon County High School with guns and bombs on
Aprit 20, 1999. They killed 13 peopla and wounded more than 20 others before taking thelr own llves.

Linde Sanders declined to comment.

Babcock sald It 1sn't reagonable to hold the creators of movles and games llable for the acts of others that
can't be foregesn,

He said the defendants in Sanders' sult had no reason to suppose that Harrls and Klabold would declde to
rmurder or injure thalr fellow classmates and teachers.

Babcock sald numerous other courts acrogs the nation have dismissed similar lawsults aimed at making
antertalnment and media companies pay for violence perpetrated by pecple who watch thelr products.

One such lawsult, also dismizged by a federal judge, was flled over a school shooting In Kentucky that
occurred before the Columbline attack. Three students ware killed and several others sarlously Injured In the

Kentucky incldent,
Babrock sald the defendants have a Flrst Amandmant right to create and distribute thelr works.

He sald requiring anyona who expresses himself or herself In any way to anticipate and prevent "the
Idlosyncratic, violent reactlons of unldentifled, vulnerable Indlviduals” In thelr audience Is Impossible.

Babrcock quoted & Chicago federal appeals court rullng last yesr, In a lawsult over a ¢ity ordinance limlting
minors' access to violent video games, as saying, "Violence has always been and remalns a central Interest of
humankind and a racurrent, aven obsesslve them of culture both high and low."
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Contact Karan Abbott at (303} 892-5188 or abbottk@RockyMountainVaws.com.
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Suit blaming video games Is dismissed

Sanders kin saw Columblne link

By Howard Pankcatz
Denver Post Lagal Affalrs Writer

Tuasday, March 05, 2002 - A lawsult by the wife of slaln Columbine teachar Dave Sanders,
which blamed vlolent movies and video games for propelling Columbine killers Erlc Harrls and
Dylan Klebold Into their deadly rampage, was dismissed Monday by U.S, District Judge Lewls
Babcock.

Babcock sald the law generally Imposes no responsibliity on a person to forasee the Intentlonal
violent acts of others and that movles, video games and othar forms of visual art have long bean
considered an Intagral component of a soclety dedlcated to free expression.

Here, sald Babcock, the video game manufacturers and producars of the movle, "The Baskatbal]
Diarfes,” had no reason to suppose that Harris or Klebold would dacide to Injure thelr fallow
classmates and teachers. The defandants didn't know Harrls and Klebaold, let alone thelr violent
procllvities, said the judge,

At most, thay might have speculated that disturbad chlidren who witness violent acts might act
out, but, Babcock sald, such a possibility didn't create a legat duty on the part of the meadia groups.

Babcock amphasized that the ovarriding conslderation is that free expression has long been a
foundation In a soclety committed to free expresslon.

Classlc literature and art, and not merely today's popular culture, are saturated wlth graphic
scanes of violence, whether narrated or pictorlal, said the judge. Video games that Include pictorial
representations of violance are "storles” and contaln "age-old themas of llitarature,” he added.

"The court flatly reject(s) the notion that soclety Is bettar served by Insulating the vulnerable from
axposure,” said Babcock. "To shleld children . . . from exposure to violent descriptions and Images

would not only be quixotic, but deforming; it would feave them unequlpped to cope with the world
as we know It."

The judge added that there Is soclal utllity In expressive and Imaginative forms of entertalnment
"even if they contaln violence.”

Priotable Vipw

Emall o Capy of thie Artlcle

http://www.denverpost.com/cda/ariicle/de(ail/0,1040,54% TF442565%7E36%TEY%7E,00.html 3/5/02



Publication of Columbine photos feared
Net, tablolds expected to be first

Denver Post Lagal Affeirs Writar

Wednesday, March 06, 2002 - Hundreds of Columbline crime-scena photos now clrculating In
Denver may well end up published If cartain U.S. news organizations can obtaln them, natlonal
medla experts told The Denver Post on Tuesday.

One expert, Art Nauman, retlred ombudsman for the Sacramento Bee, said ha expects the
photographs will first appear on the Internet before they are In suparmarkat tablolds. He sald the
tablolds might even be reluctant to publish the plctures,

But other experts sald they have no doubt that some naws organizations would publish the
pictures, most likely the supermarkaet tablolds, although malnstream newspapars might also be
tarnpted,.

‘T don't think anybody Is going to agree not to use them because of the competltion," sald Gina
Lubrano, ombudsman for The San Dlego Unlon-Tribune. "That doesn't always apply because there
are ethlcal lines that malnstream medla does draw. But unlass I'm underestimating the ethics of
tablolds, I think they would probably use the photos.”

Representativas of the natlon's key tabloids aither could not be reached or declined to comment,

Law enforcement officlals sald Tuesday that thousands of pictures of the Calumbline crime scane
were taken by numerous law enforcement agencles, Including a photographer for the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Offlce. Tha officials sald they had no Idea how the pictures were leaked and that
they ara investigating.

Brlan Rohrbough, father of slain Columbine student Danlel Rohrbough, said Tuesday that In recent
maonths he has seen hundreds of tha photographs, which ars also in the possession of 8 numbar of
rnews arganlzations and other Columbine familles.

Rohrbough sald Tuesday that there Is a "real fear” the photographs will be publlshed,
"It's pretty frightening,"” sald Rohrbough, who called the photographs "herrifying.”

Willlam Woo, former edltor of the St. Louls Post-Dispatch and now a journallsm professor at
Stanford Unlversity, and Beb Steele, director of ethics at Florida's Poyntaer Institute, sald
mainstream newspapers might publish the plctures under exceptional circumstances.

Steele, who has relatlves In Colorado and vislts regularly, sald he Is aware of the serlous
allegations made by Coilumbine famllias in thelr lawsults.

He sald that If the photographs resolve some of those questlons, the photos might be printed. But
he cautioned that It should be done only after the utmost considaration for famllies of the
Columbline dead and survivors,

Woo recalled how The Louisville Courler-Journal ran a picture of one of its dead pressmaen killad in
@ shooting rampage beliaving the photo would captura tha horrar of the avant.
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But both Steele and Woo sald there may be other ways for papers to tell readers what occurrad
without actually using the photos. Words and graphlcs can lllustrate what the photos show, they

sald.

Jafferson County officlals said Tuesday they're investigating If the photos were taken by thelr
photographer or by some other agency.

Jackl Tallman, a spokeswornan for the Sheriff's Office, sald If the photographs did come from
Jefferson County, the employee responsible wili be fired and perhaps face a charge of theft.

Brintable View
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Jeffco vows to find who leaked photos

Lie detector tests planned in inquiry over Columbine crime scene photos
By Jeoff Knas, Kavin Vaughan and Lynn Barteis, Naws Staff Writars

Employees In the Jeffarson County sherlff's dapartment will be glven lie detector tasts In tha coming days as
offlclals try to determine how more than 60 secret Columbine High School crime scene photos were leaked.

Sherlff Yohn Stone and Undersherlff John Dutaway will be at the head of the line.

"If It's necessary to use the polygraph to resolve this matter, I'll take the first one, and the sherlff certainly
wlill do 50 as well," Dunaway sald.

He gnid nelther he nor Stone, the onty two officlals with the authority to rele=ase any of the 10,000 or so crime
srete photos, had done sa,

"I would resign In a heartbeat over an Issue llke that," Dunaweay sald of allagations the photos wera
Intantlonally |aaked.

Two ysars ago, Stone and Dunaway Incurred the wrath of Columblne famlilies when they allowed a Tima
megazine roporter to watch videos taped by Klebold and Harrls after refusing to jet the famlilles ses tham.

At least two Internal affalrs Investigators have been assigned to the case, [aunched Tuesday after & Rocky
Mountain News report. Dunaway sald two photos faxed to him by the News appear to be authentic.

Investigators will complle a lIst of dozens "who may be asked to cooperate with this irvestigation,”
spokeswoman Jackl Tallman said, She sald [t's unclear how many may submit to a polygraph test.

"We aren't linlng people up like cattle,” she said.
Some of the 34 other agencles Invoived In the Investigation may be contacted, Tallman sald.

The Naws raported that It has coples of a number of the crime scene photos, as do some Columblne families.
Brian Rohrbough, whose son Danlel wes kHlad, sald he has seen more than 200 photographs. The images
Include the bodies of killers Dylan Klebold and Erlc Harrls, thalr victims and scenes from the school's library
and cafeterla. The News has not published the photos.

On Tuesday, the sherlff's department faxed a letter to News Edltor John Temple asking for the photos and any
coples.

"The News does not intend to turn over any materlals It might have to the sherlffs department,” Temple sald.
"Rather, the shariff's department shouid finally answer the many vnanswared questlons surrounding the
Columbline tragedy through the release of all publlc documents and by responding to official Inguiries."

Punaway sald the department regards the photos as stolen.

"This may prove to be g criminal Investlgation,” Tallman sald,
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Dunaway and Tallman said Jefferson County might not have malntalned full control of the Images as It trusted
other agencles -- and [ts own &mploy®es — to keep them from public view.

"We did all wa could," Tallman sald.

Securlty has been increased, Including the possibliity that people wlill be required to work In palrs when
handling the photos.

Family members sald the sheriff's department had promised them the gruesome photos would never become
publlc,

"It's fust another one of thelr screw-ups,” sald Joe Kechter, whose son, Matt, was killed In the Columblne
Hbrary. "We fought for the autopsies to be sealed, and then, what's worsa? I'd rather have the autopsies out
than the pictures of my son.

"I told them how concerned I was. But they promised ma the plctures would never get out,”

The sheriff's department sald It had notified all but three of tha victims' famllles. But the first three the News
reached Tuesday sald they had not been contacted. That Includes Kachter and the families of siain students
Cian Robrbough and Danlel Mauger.

"They were golng to notify me the same way they were about Dan's death,” Rohrbough said. "Thay were
golng to let me read about It In the Rocky Mountain Neaws.,"

A photograph of Rohrbough's son, dead on a sldewslk outs|de the school, was published by the News the day
after the tregedy.

Rahrbough sald the lack of notiflcation makes him skeptical about the investigation.

"If they're going to find out where the pictures came from, surely thay could find a phone number,”

Tom Mauser sald he can't Imaglne what kind of person would leak the photos, including one of his son.

"If it wasg thelr child that was murdered, would thay want that plcture shown to othar people? It's beyond me.”

Rohrbough and Kechter, who have sued the sherlff for allegedly botching the Columbine investigation, sald
they think tha leak was an effort to intimldate them.

“I think they planned on doing It . . . to make us quit rasearching and trying to find the truth,” Kechter sald.

One Image of & large propane bomb hidden Inside a blue duffe! bag In the cafeteria appears to be the same
one shown In the sherlff's final raport.

Several dozen other photos deplct the bombs the killers took to the high school. One says "VoDia" --
Klebold's name for himself -- and "Vengeance." Another reads "Atlanta."

Fropane bottles and gasoline contalners taken from one of the killers' cars made another photo.

Several others show clocks that Harrls and Klebold used as detonators, one of which has the alarm set to go
off at noon.

That led to speculation that Harrls and Kiebold hoped thelr booby-trapped cars would blow up at noon as

police officers, flrefighters and paramedics swarmed the school parking lot.

Staff writar Charley Able contributed to this report.
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Columbine plan nears debate

Committee would have powsr to subpoena
By Michale Ames, Nows Etaff Writer

State lawmakers wlll begin debate Thursday on whaethar to form a committee that could force people to teli
what they know about the Columbine High School shootings,

The resolution, HIR 1017, calls for setting up the first investigative panel looking into Columbline that would
have subpoena powers, It will be heard bafore the House Clvil Justice and Judiclary Committee at 2 p.m.

"I'm not golng to make It Into & preduction,” sald Rep. Don Lae, R-Littleton, the rasolution's sponsor. "We're
golng to try and keep It as rhatoric-free as posaslbla."

Most of the parents who tast children at the school Aprll 20, 1599, came to the Capltol last month to urge
support for the plan. Leglslators are bracing for a long and emotional hearing Thursday.

"There are strong feelings on both aldes of this Issue, and It's llkely a ot of people will show up to testify,” said
Rep. Shawn Mitchell, R-Broomflald, the commlttae's chatrman,

Lee, who Introduced the resolutlon last month, said he hasn't heard of any arganized opposition but recelvad a
few e-mails ageinst the plan.

The plan calls for gix Iawmakers avenly representing the House and the Senate and both political partles.

Though the proposal makes clear that the commilttee can call anyone, It also includes an opt out clause for
Columbine students, who under the resolution's terms could not be compallad to testify,

The lawmakers on the commilttee would indlvidually hear from interestad people about what they believe
should be Investigated and then declde as & committes in public meetings what directlon the Inquiry should
go.

Lawmakers would have to finish thelr work and produce a report on or before Dec. 1, 2002, When the report
Is released, the full text of any deposition would also be released, under the terms of the resolutlon.

Leadershilp In both chambers already has agreed to support the concept, but thre are concemns about funding
the Investigation In a tight budgat year.

The original estimated cost of hiring lawyers and paying staff an lawmakers for thalr time was about
$300,000. Lee said he has had a number of offers from lawyers to donate thelr servicas and expects the cost
of the probe to dlve to between $50,000 and $100,000.
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Johnson; Humans never needed violence lessons

I stlll wonder If Linda Sanders, God bless her, truly belisves those video games ars the reason
her husband no longer is here.

Tha guestion Inltlally struck me when I first heard of her lawsuit agalnst Nintendo, Sony and
those other entertalnment companles. She allaged In a lawsult thelr manufacture of the movle
The Baskatball Disrias, and video games such as Morta! Kombat, Mach Warrior and Doom ied to
her husband, Dave's, murdar at Columbine,

BIE Jahrien

It seemed such & stretch then, a very sad attempt to blame someone -- anything - for the gruesome Aprll
1999 events at the Jefferson County high school. And let's face It, the suit smacked, too, of a baldfaced grab
for deep-pocket money.

Still, It ts difflcult to completely ridicute what people will da in thelr grief. I'd want to lash out, too, to find aven
one parson, company or [ittla thing to blame in my sorrow.

In time, I'm guessing Linda Sanders and her daughters, Constance Adams and Cynthia Thirouin, will come to
sea the wisdom of U.S. District Court Judge Lewls Babcock's declslon on Monday to toss out thelr lawsult. And
do so withaut even hearing oral argurnent on Its merits.

And & wise declsion it was, It Isn't reasonable, the judge ruled, to hold the makers of movies and video games
liable for the acts of others that cannot be fareseen.

Requiring anyone who expresses himself or herself In any way to anticipate and prevent "the fdiasyncratic,
violent reactlons of unidentified, vulnerable Individuals" in thelr audience, the judge sald, Is Impossitite,

Here's what I think he was saylng. I admilt it, I ilke the Suparman movies. Liked the hokey TV serlas, as wall,
Yet If I take off my glasses, put on blue tights, tle & red tablecloth around my neck and jJump off & tall bullding
thinking I can fly, should rny family be awarded money from the studio after they scrape me off the sidewalk?

Ah, you say, Superman Is comlc book fantasy. And Deorn and video games like It are hideously violent
primers teaching chifdren how to kil their classrnates and others.

No, I'd argue. They are fantasy, too.

Blaming literature -- John Hinkiey, at al, and Catcher /n the Rys -- TV shows, movles and, yes, even video
games for murderous human behavior 1s simply an easy out, a very dublous exerclse In attempting to
understand the unexplalnable.

Road Rash |3 my video gamae of cholce. No one gets killed In It - not that you can actually see, You just run a
gantlet of police barricades, ditches and other daredevil drivars -- and &Il at extremely high speeds.

If I did the same at rush hour on the Boulder Turmnplke -- slamming inta and careening off other cars, did the
vldeo game make me do It? Or am [ just a knucklehead?

There seams little guestion games llke Doom and Morta! Kormmbat do Increasa a perzon's aggressive thoughts,
feelings and behavior, Medical, psychological and other journals are fllled with such findings In multfple
studles. I say playing or avan watching football does some of the same.
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Yot does |t lead to murder? The parents of one of the klllers walks In on him when he had a shotgun under
his coat. Did thay do anything? They also see a rifie butt sticking out of one of his bags. Same quastion.

The dud of the other boy gets a call from & gun shop, Informing him the clips his boy ordered had come in. He
never ordered any clips, the boy says. It Is left right there.

Did any of that lead to murder?

Had to be the video games,

Blil Johnson's column appaars Saturday, Wadnasday and Friday. fohnsonw@rockymountainnaws.com or (303)
892-2763.

March 6, 2002
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Mental study of Columbine killers to air

Group seeks to view Harrls, Klebold tapes to complete project

By Howard Pankraty
Danvar Fost Legal Affalrs Writer

Thursday, March 07, 2002 - Tha ARE cable natwork wlll alr & "psychiatric autopsy” of Columbline
klliers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold on April 15, flve days before the third annlversary of the
nation's deadllast school shootings.

The study, performed by soma of the country's top forenslc psychiatrists and criminal profilers, was
sought by Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas In August 1999. Thomas asked the
Threat Assessment Group of Newport Beach, Callf., to conduct It.

To finish the projact, the group Is seeking court approval to view the so-called "basement tapes"
that Harris and Klebold made In the weeaks before the killings, which left 15 pacple dead.

The profilers don't want to broadcast portions of the videotapes, during which Barris and Klebold
describe thelr plans. They just want to review them for the report, sald Bob McAlllster, the Denvar
lawyer reprasenting the group.

Nor do the profilers want the tapes made avallable to the general public, McAllistar said, The tapes,
made with a camcorder mostly In Harris' basament, were shown to the media In Dacember 1999,
They have since been sealed whlle the Harrls and Klebold families and Jefferson County fight In
federal court over who controls the copyright,

McAllister sald the group also hopes to Intervlew the parants of Harrls and Klebold, who have naver
spoken publicly about thelr sons,

On Monday, McAlllster mat with the lawysrs for the Harrls and Klebold famllies and allowed them to
raview four hours of tape.

Dr. Steven Pitt, who heads the group's "Columbine Psychlatric Autopsy Project,” and a district
attorney's spokeswoman said the psychiatric autopsy was done in hopes of learning tha klllers'
motivation.

"When this happened, It was almost Incomprehensible to most pecple - It was so well thought out,
50 wall planned, so wall orchestrated - that a war zone could actually be creatad In a school In this
community," sald DA spokeswoman Pam Russell,

The district attorney sought out the project to datermine "what couid we learn from this? Were
there warning signs? What led to this? What do we need to know?" Russell sald.

Anothar key question that Thomas, who announced his bld for Congress on Wednesday, wanted
answerad: Can a repeat be prevented?

Russell sald the DA's office did not have the funding for the project and that the profliing group
sought financing on its own. The group hooked up with A&E and documentary producer Bl Kurtls.

Nelther Kurtls nor officlals at the arts-and-entertainment cable network could be reached for
comment.



McAllister sald ABE spent $70,000 on the project and secured exclusive rights to alr tha results of
the psychiatric autopsy. Total cost of the project could excead $250,000.

The group intends to prasent Its findings to the Jafferson County community, but nothing has bean
scheduled, PItt sald.

Brad Bernall, father of slain Columbine student Cassle Bernall, sald Wadnesday that he doesn't
belleve the psychlatric autopsy will halp his family bacause It won't bring back Cassie. But he addad
that the research may help Identlfy "kids ready to snap."

For months, the psychiatrists and profilers Interviewed dozens of Columbine students, enybody
who knew Harris and Klebold In any capaclty, teachers and law-enforcemant officers.

Kurtls' A&E crew taped the Intarviews,

McAllister sald that on Feb, 4, Kurtls and the group presented four hours of tape to Thomas; Bill
Erickson, the retired chief justice of the Colorado Supreme Court and head of the Governor's
Columblne Commisslon; and numerous clvic and law-enforcement officlals,

It's unclear how long the final product that alrs on ARE wlll be,

"This study was really dona at Thomas' request, 5o they felt that they should report back to
Thomas," McAlllster salid.

Although the report Is essentially completed, McAllister sald there are stlll two deficlancias in the
study - the Inabllity to view the basement tapes and the rafusal thus far of tha Harrls and Klebold
farmillas to be Intarviewed,

"We think those tapes could assist us In understanding why thls happened and how to prevent
future tragedies,” McAlllstar sald.

The Intarviews with the Harrls and Klebold famlilies are more critical bacause they can shed light on
the childhoods of the teenagers, McAlllster sald.
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Legislative Columbine probe may be a no-go

By Trant Selbart
Denvar Post Caplitol Burasu

Thursday, March 07, 2002 - A probe that state lawmakers want to launch Into how the
Columbine High School massacre tnvestigation was conducted might nevar get off the ground,
according to key legislators.

New concerns emerged Wednesday after some lawmakers raised questlons about rules that might
prevent an Investigating commission from issulng subpoenas to force witnessas to testify.

In addition, concerns ramain over how legislators will find the money to pay for the probe, as
House and Senate membars continue to scramble to find ways to maeke up the state's nearly $300
mililon shortfall.

"I'm not sure any blll will come out of appropriations (committees) this year - not a one,” sald
Senate President Stan Matsunaka, D-Loveland.

The proposal for the investigative commission will have to go before the House and Senate
appropriation committees to secure the funding It needs, which could reach Into the six-figure
rarge.

The questions about the Columbine commission come as the Housa Judiclary Commlttea begins
debate today on the resolution, HIR 1017, that would create the commlission.

The man who would chalr the probe, Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, whose district Includes Columbine
High School, sald the commission has the support it needs to get through the House and Senate.

"It's got an excellent chance to get through,” Lee sald. "I've got nothing but posltlve response from
mast of my colleagues.”

The commission success hingas on Subpoena power, lawmakers say, Some famlly members of
Columbline victims say It was the lack of that power that made Gov. Blll Owans' commisslon on the
matter a less successful Investigation. But some lawimakers have concerns about whather Lee's
commlssion will have as much power as he wants,

"There are legal Issues that I don't know the answers to," sald Rep. Joe Stangel, R-Uttleton, who
sit on the House Appropriations Committee the proposal wlll have to come bafore,

Both Stengel and Matsunaka sald that the way tha state statutes on such matters are wrltten, it's
hot clear if the commission that Lee proposes wlill have the same subpoena power the leglslature's
traditional standing committees, such as Judiclary or Appropriations, might be able to use.

It's also unclear If Lee's commission will be able to pass on that power to an attorney they will need
to hire to take deposltions, the lawmakars sald.

Leglsiators also say money Is a major concern. An aarliar estimate on the commisslon's cost was
$300,000. Lee sald he can pare that down to less than $100,000,

But even that might be too expenslve, some say.

"We sirmply don't have the money, aven for Issues that are as irportant as this one," sald Stangel,

T 44 5 '



who also chairs the House Finance Committee,

Lee's proposal calls for six lawmakers from both partles and the House and the Senate to slt on the
commisslon. Those legislators theoretically would be allowed to subpoens anyone to testify, expect
Colurnblne students.

Lawmakers wiil have untll Dec, 1 to finish thelr work and make public a report on thelr findings.
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Sherlff asks 'whe’ in leak of photos

Unauthorized release of Columbine plctures has Jeffco examining security of evidence
By Kavin Veughan, News Staff Writer

Jefferson County sherlff's officlals evaluated their own securlty measures Wednesday as they Investigated how
dozens of Columbine crime scene photographs made thelr way Into reporters' hands.

That Invaestigation -- which officlals sald wes "almost certain” to lead to polygraph tests for sherlff's employees
-- was being conducted as the department faced ongoing ¢riticlsm from the famlllas of the Columbine victims
and the parents of one of the achool killars.

"We believe that It (the leak) may vary wall have come from Inside thig office, and if that's the case, then they
will be deait with,” sald sherlf"s spokeswomnan Jackl Tallman. "We want to find out who did this, and we wll|
pursue criminal ¢charges agalnst them."

At tha same tima, sheriff's investigators expected to look at whether officers from the dozens of agenclas
Invalved In the Columbine Investigation could hava leaked the plctures, which show the bodles of tean klilers
Erlc Harris and Dylan Klebold and their victima as well as dozens of the bombs they used In the April 20, 1899,
attack,

"It's extremaly high priarity,” Tallman sald. "We want these people identlfled and dealt with."

The Rocky Mountalin News Arst reportad Tuesday that It had obtatned or viewed more than 60 crime scane
photographs, which sheriff's officials had previously sald naver would be relessed.

Thay eiso have been viewed by reportars at two other news organizations and by at least three Columbline
familles,

Jafferson County District Attorney Dave Thomes, who announced Wecdnesday he Is running for Congress, said
he would pursue a case It it could be datermined that a crime had been commiltted,

"I don't know whether one was committed or not," Thomas sald.

Among thosa who spoke out Wadnesday was Michael Shoels, whose 1B-year-old son, Isaish, was gunned
down In the school library.

The Jast thing he wants, he sald, |s for photographs of his son's hody or of other victims to be published.

"But If they were published, parhaps the world would see what really happened In that school,” he said. "Tha
ugliness of those plctures is wrong, but sometimes the ugliness has to be seen $o that It may not happen
again.”

Klebald's parents als¢ were upset by the release of the photographs.

"The public dissemination of these graphic and gruesome photos only serves to further underrnine the process
of healing for the entlre communlty," sald Cassie Moskowltz, the famlly's spokeswoman. "Nothing wlll ba
accomplished, and serlous harm will be done to all the famllles struggling to recover from this tragedy,
especlaily those whose children's photas would be publicly displayed bacause of this disappolnting abuse of



trust.”

Tallman sald sherlff's Investigators wera complling a list of averyone who had access to the crime scane
pictures In recent months,

In addttlon, department officlals were reviawing the measures thay have In place to protect evidence,

At the same time, Tallman was critical of what she calied a "lack of cooperation” from the News aftar Sharlff
John Stone asked for the return of any plctures in the paper's pogsession and other officlals sought permlssion
to examine photographs the paper has obtalned.

“There's been no lavel of cooperation,” she sald.
News aditors have declined to turn over any pictures to the department.

Howaver, the Naws did fax coplas of two of the plctures to the sherlff's department before publishing the
paper's first story on the controversy. Sherff's officlals aaid the plctures appeared to be authentle.

Media arganizations rarely give up documents, photographs or ather Informatlon they obtaln legally durng the
newsgathering process,

Thoge documents are also protected In almost all cases by & federal privacy law, sald Jane Kirtley, professor of
media, ethics and law at tha University of Minnaesota. That law covers both storles and supporting documents,
and it makes exceptlons only for ¢lassiflad, natlonal security documents and for child pornoegraphy, she said.

"They are the corrobarative Information on which we base the resesarch we do," Kirtley said. "It's one thing to
have somaone tell you somathing. It's ancther thing to have the smoking gun, and thesa photographs are the
smaking gun.

"The New York Times and the Washington Post did not return the Pentagon papers.”

Turning over documents tike that, she sald, could lead to Identification of sources that journallsts have an
ethical obligation to protect.

"It's up to the government to keep Its sacrets,” she sald.

staff writers Lynn Bartels, Jaff Kass and Charley Able contributad to this report.
March 7, 2002
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Judge selzes Columbine tapes

Vidaos by tesn killers will be held downtown
By Kuran Abhott, Naws Staff Writar

A federal judge ordered Wednesday that the hours of videotapes tean killers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
made before they attacked Columbline High School be moved to downtown Denver and locked up in the
federal courthouse.

U.5. District Judge Clarence Brimmer ordered the tapes and other eviderce Into federal custady after lawyers
In one of several Columbine-related lawsuits compialned In a hearing that somae still photographs of the
Columbine crime scene, supposed to be kept secret by Jefferson County sheriff's officlals, have been |eaked.

Outraged Columbine famlllas sald sher|f™s officlals promised the photographs never would leave the Sherlff's
Offlce.

Brimmer also ordered other Columbine avidence locked |n federal custedy, Including audlotapes and writings
of the two teens, an audiotape of telephone calls to Jefferson County 911 on the day of the sttack, and
evidence to be produced by the Harrls parants.

Brimmar ruled In a lawsult flied by the familles of slaln Columblne student Corey DePootar, slaln teacher Daye
Sanders and Injured students Mark Taylor, Evan Todd and Brian Anderson agalnst the manufacturer of a
prescription drug that Erlc Harrls allegedly had taken before the attack.

The drug, Luvox, Is made by Solvay Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Lawyers and axperts for the pharmaceutical cornpany will be sliowed to view the videotapes and other
evidence privately Inslde the federal courthouse.

U.S. Maglstrate Judge Patricia Coan earller had ruled that the Solvay team could view the videotapes at the
Jefferson County Sharlff's Office.

March 7, 2002
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Roblngon: Columblne photos ralse questions
Why are the Colurnbine crima scene photographs different than a Bulck?

The law dictates that a recovered stolen car must be returned to Its rightful owner, no matter how legltimately
the vahicle carne Into the possession of another.

So why shouldn't the Rocky Mountaln News simply hand ovar [t coples of the Calumbine photographs to the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office, and be done with It?

If only It were that simple.

Dozens of news agencles now have at least soma of the photos, as do numerous \ndlviduals connected to the
case,

It is all but Inevitable that these gruesome Images will ba made public, whether by Internet posting or in
weekly supermarket tablold form.

Yet the widespread dissemination of the photographs Is not the real reason that the News should resist
disgorgament of the crime s$cene photographs.

Rather, It Is the recognition that, unilke a car purloinad by & nimble-fingered thief, no ona truly "owns" crime
scene photographs.

Not the sherffs office. Not the bereaved parents of murder victims. Not the News.

While the low creates limited rights for the sulyject of a photograph, prohibiting commerctal exploltation
without parmisslon, evidence created during a griminal Investigation belongs to no one.

And to everyorne,

Like it or not, news-gathering agencles have both 2 right and a duty to acquire and report Information relating
to criminal eplsodes, no matter how unsettling to crime victims or to soclety.

It ts one thing to ask the press to exarclsa fournalistic restraint, to not publish sensationallzed photographlc
images of slaughtered teen-agers, or to request the cooperation of the News In an investigation into the laak.

It Is altogether another to demand that a news organization “glve back" Information acquired relating to a
kighly newsworthy criminal Investigation, as though that wauld somehow remady the situation.

Finger-pointing between local law enforcement and the press accomplishes nothing. Except to the grief-
stricken, what the media does with the photos now 1s the least important questian.

Of far maore significance Is how and why sealad crime scene photographs managed to make thair way out of
law enforcement flies In the first place.

Were the photagraphs relensed to Intimtdate angry and outspoken parents, as some have claimed?

Were the photographs selectively releasad to further embarrass already ambattied Sheriff John Stone?
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Or are such leaks slmply the Inevitable byproduct of a lengthy, ongolng Invastigation by multiple law
enforcement agancles into a mass murder, In 8 soclety Infatuated with having aasy access to aven the most
distressing detalls of an avent Involving hurman suffering?

5cott Robinson Is a Denver trial lawyver specializing in personal injury and crirminal defanse.
March 7, 2002
MORE ROBINSON COLUMNS »
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Sheriff asks 'who' In leak of photos

Unauthorized release of Columbine pictures has Jeffco examining sacurity of avidence
By Kevin Vaughen, News Staff Writer

Jafferson County sheriff's officlals eveluated thelr own securlty measuras Wednesday as thay Investigatad
how dozans of Columbine crime scene photographs made thelr way Into reporters' hands.

That Investigation -- which officlals sald was almost certaln” to lead to polygraph tests for sherlff's
amployees -- was being conductad as the department faced ongolng criticlam from the families of the
Columblne victims and the parants of one of the achool killers.

"We bell¢ve that It (the leak) may very well have come from Inslde this office, and If that's the case, then
they wlll be dealt with," sald sherlff's spokeswoman Jackl Tallman. "We want to find out whao did this, and
wa wlll pursue criminal charges agalnst them."

At the same time, sherlff's investigators expected to ook at whether officars from the dozens of agenclas
Involved in the Columbline investigation could have leaked the plctures, which show the bodles of teen
killers Erlc Harrls and Dylan Klebold and thelr victims as well as dozens of the bombs they used in the Aprll
20, 1999, attack,

"It's extramely high priarity,” Taliman sald, "We want these people |dentifled and dealt with."

The Rocky Mountaln News flrst reported Tuesday that It had obtained or viswed more than 60 crime scene
photographs, which shariff's officieis had previously said never would be relaaged.

Thay also have been viewed by reporters at two other news organizations and by at least three Columbine
families,

lefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas, wha anncunced Wednesday ha Is running for Congrass,
sald he would pursue a cese If It could be determined that a crime had besn committed.

‘I don't know whether one was committed or not,” Thamas sald.

Among those who spoke out Wednesday was Michael Shoels, whose 18-yaar-old son, Isalah, was gunned
down in the school library.

The last thing he wants, he sald, |s for photographs of his son's body or of other victims to be published.
"But If they wecre published, perhaps the world would see what reelly happenad In that schoal,” he sald.
"“The ugliness of those plctures Is wrong, but sarmetimes the ugliness has to be seen so that It may not
happen again.”

Klebald's parents slso were upset by the ralaase of the photographs.

"The public dissemination of these graphlc and gruesome photos only serves to further undermine the
process of healing for the antire community," sald Cassle Maskowltz, the family's spokeswoman. "Nathing
wlll be accomplished, and serlous harm will be done to all the familles struggling to recover from this
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tragedy, especially those whose childran's phatos would be publicly displayad because of this disappolnting
abuse of trust,”

Tallman sald sherlffs Investigators were complling a list of everyone who had access to the crime scane
pictures in recent months.

In additlon, department officlals were reviewing the measures they have In place to protect evidence.

At the same time, Tallman was critical of what she called a “Iack of cooperation” from the News after
Sherlff John Stone asked for the return of any pictures in the paper's possesslon and other officlals sought
permisgion to examine photographs the paper has abtalned.

"There's been no tevel of cooperation,” she sald.
News aditors have declined to turn over any plctures to the departrment.

However, the News did fax coples of two of the plctures to the sherlffs department bafore publishing the
paper's first story on the controversy. Sheriff's officlats sald the pictures appeared to be authentic.

Medla organizations rarely glve up documents, photographs or other Information they obtaln lagally during
the newsgathering process.

Those documents are also protected In aimost all cases by a federal privacy law, sald Jane Kirtley,
professor of media, athlcs and law at the University of Minnesota. That law covers both storles and
supporting documents, and It makes exceptions only for classifled, national securlty documents and for
child pornography, she sald.

"Thay are the corroborative Information on which we hase the research we do," Kirtley sald. "It's one thing
to have sormeona tell you something. It's another thing to have the smoking gun, and these photographs
are the smoking gun.

"The New York Times and the Washington Post did not return the Pentagon papers."

Turning over documents like that, she sald, could lead to identification of sources that Journalists have an
ethical obligation to protect.

"It's up to the government to keep its secrets,” she sald.

Staff writers Lynn Bartels, Jaff Kass and Charley Able contributed to this report,
March 7, 2002
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The Gazetta and naws sarvices

Lewmakers wlll bagin today to debate whether 8 commlsslon
market placa  should be formed to alr facts about the shootlng at Columbline

cloggifiad
careers | coupons High School.

"";hg:":;: L:I‘Ilf.‘: The House Clvil Justice and Judiclary Commlttee wlill have a
hearlng at 2 p.m. at the state Capltol on House Joint Resolutlon
ﬁyg:pﬂgaﬂ‘{gggyl 1017, which would set up a leglslative panel and glve Its
- members subpoana power,

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littlaton, has pushed for the commission aftar
parents who lost chlldren In the tragedy questionad officlal
pollce raports dealing with the April 20, 1999, evant.

Police, flrefighter benefits

A Senate blll changing pollce offlcar and firefighter disabllity
and death benefits passed through House commitiee
Wednasday.

Senate Bill 26 Is sponsored by Sen, Allce Nichol, D-Adams
County, and Rep. Bl Cadman, R-Colorado Springs.

It passed by both chambers, disabllity benefits would bacome
classifled as eithar temporary or permanent, and the Flre and
Folice Pension Assoclatlon board of directors would have tha
authority to requlre workers to recelve treatment.

Workers withip flve years of ratirament would be able to
recelve disability pay and then obtaln penslons. Officers and
firefighters close to retirement and Injured on the job now do
not recalve penslons and have to rely on disabllity pay.

The blll alse would allow beneficlaries of officers and fireflghters
Kllled on duty to be pald 70 percent of the victim's salary.

Death beneflts now are 40 parcant to 50 percent of the victims'
salary.

Police lineup photos

A state senator has falled to end the practice of using driver
llcense photos of innocent people In pollca linaups.

"No one I know had any Idea this was golng on," sald Sen. Ron
Teck, R-Grand Junctlon, after a Senate commlitee this week
rajacted his amendment to stop the practice.

Teck ls co-sponsor of House BIll 1071, which would have



us,

rastricted [aw enforcernent's use of the Divislon of Motor
Vehlicles' face-recognlition technology.

Without Teck's amendment, the blil allows authorltles to
continue to access DMV photos for criminal lineups.

Authorities told lawrnakars they routinely scan the stata's
driver license photographs to find took-alikes for eriminal photo
lIneups.

Teck said he wlll present the ameandmant on the Senate floor

when the blll comes up for dabata.
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Legislators opt against probe of Columbine

By Trant Selbert
Danvar Post Caplol Bureau

i'rlday, March 08, 2002 - Lawmakers will not probe the Columbine High School Investigation.

A House committee voted 7-2 Thursday against a proposal to launch a commisslon with subpoena
power to look into a possible covar-up by law enforcement authorities during thelr investigation of
the deadllest school shootings In U.S. histary,

The decislon left family rmembars of Columbine victims distraught, and soma wept after the
bipartisan vote.

"Our window to find answars Is disslpating,” said Al Velasquez, whose son, Kyle, was killad In the
rampage. "We've asked the questions. We have no answers."

Opponents sald the leglsiature couldn't uncover anything mora,

An Investigation conducted by lawmakers also could be usad as a political springboard by some
leglslators durlng this election year, cpponants sald.

"I have great fear,” sald Rap. Alice Madden, D-Boulder, "This body Is not the place for this."

Many parents of victims belleve the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office is withholding documents from
them,

And Danlel Rohrbough's parents fong have pushed for additional Invastigations Into their son's
death. Thay have claimed In a flling In fadaral court that Denver police Sgt. Dan O'Shea, not
Cotumblne killers Erlc Harrls or Dylan Klebold, shot thelr 15-year-old san,

"This IS not about pointing fingers; this Is not about making mora victims," sald Brlan Rohrbough,
Danlel's father. "It's about finding the truth.”

The dactsion of the House Clvil Justice and Judiclary Committee came aftar hours of testimony from
famlly members of the victims, membaers of the Jeffarson County communlty where the high schaool
slts, and officials with the county Sheriff's Departmant.

Acting Jefferson County Attorney BIll Tuthlll testifled against a probe and showcased boxes of
documents to show how much Information on the massacre has been raleased to the public, and to
the famillles of the victirns,

He said he fears the only reason the victims' farmllies want an Investigation Is to get law
enforcemant officials Investigated so they can watch "those people twist a bit."

The sponsor of the plan to create the probe, Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, whose district Includes
ColumblIne High School, denled that, "My Intant Is not a witch hunt," he said,

Lea alse sald he wlll try other avenuas to probe the Columbine Investigation, but he daclined to
give deatalls,

"I don't know when these questlons will be answered, but T don't glve up,” he said.
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Some parents of victims said Lee's commilssior was thalr only hope to find the truth,

"If not you, whom?" Dawn Anna, mother of sialn student Lauren Townsend, asked the committes.
"If not now, whan?"
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Columbine lawsuit cites use of drug

By Howard Pankmts
Dunver Post Lagal Affalrs Writer

Friday, March 08, 2002 - A year before the Columbine shootings, kilter Erlc Harrls was
deveioping the kind of compulslve thinking that led to the rampage, according to the head of a
national psychlatric center,

Harrls had been diagnosed with mild deprassion In February 1998. Two months latar, when Harris
was gatting worse, thinking compulsively and becoming mare dapressed, he was prescribed an
anti-depressant calied Luvox, Dr. Peter Braggin sald In federal court papers,

Breggln is director of the Maryland-based Center for the Study of Psychiatry and Psychology. His
findings were based on Harris' medical and psychlatric records.

Ais report is part of a lawsult fllad by the families of Colurnbline victims agalnst Solvay
Pharmaceuticals Inc. Solvay makes Luvox, and the familims allege that the drug made Harrls manle
and psychotlc, leading to his "homicidal and suicidal |deatlon.”

Solvay denles the allegatlons and some physiclans have sald there Is no evidence connecting drugs
such as Luvox to violant behavior changes.

Harrls apparently was taking Luvox at the time of the Aprll 20, 1999, massacre, which laft 15
people dead. An autopsy found traces of It In his system.

Flve days before the massacrs, the Marlnes Corps rejacted Harris for medical reasons. While the
Marines naver providad detalls of the rejection, treatment with a psychlatric medicatlon would have
disquallfied him.

Breggin sald In his report that he belleves Luvox triggered the rampage, "Absent persistent
exposura to Luvox, Eric Harrls would probably not have committed violence and sulclde.”

Breggln sald that records show that Harrls had his Luvox prescription fllled 10 timas between Aprll
25, 1998, and March 13, 1999, and that three-and-a-half months before the rampage, the dose
was Increased.

Breggin noted that an Increase In medication Is often found within a few weeks or months prior to a
worsening of adversa psychlatric reactlons to drugs.

Meantime, on Wednesday, U.S, District Judge Clarence A. Brimmer ruled that videotapes, audlo

tapes and writings of Harris and fellow Columbine killer Dylan Klebold, as well a5 a 911 tape, are to
be put In the evidence room of the fedaral courthouse In Denver and are not to be copled.
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Legislative panel kills Columbine investlgation

Committee's 7-2 vote leaves parents angry, decislon sparks heated exchanges at Capitol

By Kavin Vaughan snd Michala Amaes, News Staff Wrtsrs

A state legislative panael Thursday evening kllled a proposal for an Independent Investigation of the Colurmbina
High School tregedy, leaving the parants of several murdered students shocked and angry.

A few minutes after 6 p.m., the House Chvll Justice and Judiclery Committee voted 7-2, ending what may have
been the last chance the parents had to get their questions answered.

"It |5 thelr job to determine whether the pollee are held accountable or not, and they ducked that
responsibilty,” sald Brlan Rohrbough, father of sialn student Dan Rohrbough.

"My shock, my disbellef, Is to have sat there as a witnass to people who have so little falth In thamselves,"
sald Dawn Anna, whose daughter, Lauren Towngend, was kllled in the Columbline lIbrary.

"l can't even begin to describe the disappolntmaent,” she sald. "All I asked was for tham not to do nothing, to
do something."

The committee's vote ended a plan to empanel a group of legislators with tha power to subpoena wltnesses to
answar lingering questions about the April 20, 1555, killings.

Blll Tuthlll, acting Jefferson County attormay, praised the declsion.
"We think It's the correct declslon, and I'm glad they mada It," he said.

The vote, which came after more than four hours of often-sombar testimony, sparked several angry
exchanges In the marbled halls of the Capltol.

Rich Petrone, the stepfather of Dan Rohrbough, canfronted Tut

hill as the attomey hustied from the hearing, asking him If he had someplace to go, Tuthlll seld that he was
heading home to see his wife and his childran.

"When you go home to your family, think about our farmlly," Patrone sald, making no affort to hide his disdain.

As the lepislators flled from the hearing room, Randy Brown, a frequent critlc of the Jeffarson County Sheriff's
Office, sald repeatedly, "Shame on you."

Brown, wife Judy and son Brooks had tastifled, asking lawmakers to look into many discrepancles in
documents that heve been releasad and bepging the commlttea to get to the bottorm of a report the family
had made a year bafore the Columbine Klllings that would-be killer Eric Harris wag bullding plpe bombs and
threatening mass daath,

In the end, state Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, the blll's sponsor, was able to garnar only one supporter on the
commltteee, Rep. Shawn Mitchell, R-Broomfleid.
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"I believe that there Is enough value to be gained from a commlttee llke this to bring some closure, which I
think Is so desperately needed,” Lae sald.

Lawmakars were clearly torn over their declsion, with many describing It as the toughest vote they had to
make during thair time at the legisiature.

"I'm surprised by the result, because I think there Is broader support for this in the House as b whole,"
Mitchall said,

Legislators on the committae seemed stymied by the potantlal scope of the investigation and the short time
frame the proposal laild out for dolng It. Under the plan, lawrmakers on the committae would have had to finish
thelr work and Issue a report by Dec. 1.

"I don't think the committes would even seratch the surface of the hopes people have pinned to It," sald Raep.
Bob Bacon, D-Fart Colilns.

The proposa! called for slx lawmakers working with hired attorneys and Investigators to decide the scope of
the investipation and then direct the staff to pursua those questions, Inftlal estimates placed the cost at
$300,000, although Lee and other lawmakers hoped that they could find attorneys to work pro bono and cut
the cost to about $100,000.

In testimony that stretched through the afternoon, the parents of children who were killad at the school asked
thoe legislators to take on the task they belleve nobody has.

Brlan Rohrbough pointed to discrepancles batwean tha concluslons by investigators about his son's murdar
and the physical evidence at the scane. Ballistics and bullet trajectorles, he sald, are at odds with the officlal
varsion and at odds with some eyewltnass testimany.

Me and his famity have alleged In a lawsult that a police officer's bullet, not one from the teen gunmen, took
hls son’s life.

Al Velasquez, whose son, Kyle, was killad In the school llbrary, said the recent relemse of crime seene
photographs led him to question the official version of events at the school,

Jefferson County sheriff"s officlals are Investigating the source of those photoegraphs, which have made thelr
way Into the hands of reporters and several Columbine familles.

Velasquez sald he had always been told that his son was the first one klllad In the library, that he never knew
whot was happening around him. But he sald he recantly saw a crime scene photograph of his son which leads
him to belleve that Kyte was hiding underneath a computar desk when he was killed.

"Can you Imagine what happens to us whan we find out the truth?” he asked the laglsiators, "It's |ike It
happened agaln."”

Anna gald that thare was no other place for the families to turn for the truth about the deaths of their children.
"If not you, who?" she asked. "If nat now, whan?"

She sald she will not be able to heal untll she knows everything about how her daughter died.

"How do we do that with the truth still hidden, rewritten, destroyed and covared up? she asked.

Earlier, Tuthill had wheeled two dollles of documants Into the hearing room, telling committeaa membears that
they represented the nearly 17,000 pages of Calurnbine papers the county has released.

"Desplte what you read In the newspaper or hear In sorre circles, there has been a wealth of Information
produced In this case, and It Is not necessary to go through this leglslative inquiry,” he sald.
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Several of the parents criticizad him for falling to mentlon the documents were raleasad only after 8 protacted
court fight with the familles and some members of the meadla,

Some lawmakers sald they worrled that the proposal would not be the right forum for getting at the questions
of the families. :

"The fact that you're golng to have six pollticlans, In an alection year, on a committae raises great fear In me,”
sald state Rep, Allce Madden, D-Boulder. "I think the warst thing that could happen Is that we would Qo
through all of this and (the familles) stil won't have gotten the truth.”

March 8, 2002
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Joffco offlclals defend procedure

Harrls, Kleboid talks were not recorded

By Jaff Kass and Kevin Yaughan, News Staff Writara

Jeffarson County Invastigators did not make tape recordings or vidaotapes during thelr interviews with the
parents of Columblne killars Eric Harris and Dylan Klabold, autherities have confirmed to the Rocky Mountain

Neaws.,

If the investigators took notes, no copies are left. If they prepared any written questions baforehand, thay
weren't saved.

And In the case of a highly publiclzed October 1599 meeting with Wayna and Kathy Harris -- six maonths after
their son and his frlend killed 13 at Columblina High School, the deadllest school shooting In U.5. history -- no
report’ ek|sts,

The only public evidence from the parents Is g nine-page, typawritten summary of an April 30, 1999, Interview
with the Klebolds -- ten days after Columbine. That report Is In the 17,000 pages of documents released under
& court ordar, but there are no detafled notes and the Interview was not videotaped.

The lack of Information on what was sald by the Klcbolds ard Harrises angers families of tha Columbine
victirms.

"Is that how people do things? Or |s that how we do things In Jefferson County?" asked Dawn Anna, whose
daughter, Lauren Townsend, was shot to death In the Columblne {ibrary on April 20, 1999.

Jefferson County officials defendad thejr handling of the Interviews. The sheriff's department did not consider
the talk with the Harrlses an Interview, sald spokeswoman Jackl Tallman,

She termed It a "maeeting” to lay the groundwork for future Interviews.
Such a meeting would not typlcally be recorded, she sald,

"I don't think that would have been a typlcal way to handle & meating to discuss the terms under which an
Interview would occur,” Tallman said.

Tallman sald the county nixed an Interview with the Harrlses bacause the two sides could not egree on a
number of issues, Including Immunity,

Attorney Cralg Sllverman, & former prosecutor, criticlzed the department’s procedures,
"It's interesting that they extended all these courtesies to the parents of these killers,” be sald.

"Normally, law enforcement does not treat witnessas to homicldas — or those with Important Information to
share -- with such klid gloves."

But Scott Robinson, a legal analyst for the News, offered soma possible reasons Investigators didn't tape the
Interviews.
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"What sets this case apart from the ordinary murder Investigation Is the police bellave they have idantlfled the
perpetrators, and the parpetrators are deed,” he said, "Thay apparently were not trylng to prosecute."

But the publlc, Including victlms' famlltes, would certainly be Interested In the datalls of the Harrls and Klebold
conversations, he sald.

"It would be nice to know specifically what was sald," Robinson added.

Kiebold and Harrls each had an older brother, but there were no formal intarviews with elther of them after
the day of the shootings.

Nalther famlty would allow thelr sons to be intarviewed, Tallman said.

An attorney for the Harrlses could not be reached for comment. The Jeffersan County attorney's office did not
return calls. And an attorney for the Klebolds declined comment.

The News sant opan records requests for detalls of the Interviews on Sapt. &, 2001, to the shearlff and district
attorney

Both requests asked for, "Any and all transcripts, raports, notas, documents, audiotapes or videotapes
generated by anyan# in your office after an Intarview with Wayne Harrls, Kathy Harrs, Tom Kiebold, or Sue
Klabold."

Tallman said no preparatory questlons were drawn up for the Harrls meeting because |t was a negotlation
sesslon,

In & written response, Jeffarson County DIstrict Attorney Dava Thomas discussed how the Herrls meating was
handled.

"1 was prasent at the meeting, but I did not take notes. This Is not unusual,” he wrote. "Progecutors are very
reluctant to become witnesses in casas and tha taking of notes and the generation of 'reports' could lead to &
prosecutor belng called as a witness.”

Investigator Kate Battan Is listed as the reporting officer for the nine-page Klebold repaort.

"There are no other documents,” Tallman sald, when asked whether any notes were used to type the Klebald
report, or whether It was done from rmemory.

When asked about any notes drawn up before the Klabold Intarview, Tallman sald, "Investigator Battan knew
what she wented to ask. It was in her thoughts: It was In her mind.”

The Klebold report notes that Jefferson County Deputy District Attorney Charles Tingle sat in on the Interview,
along with other Investigators.,

"I am not In possessian of, nor do I have Bny knowledge of, any transcript, notes or any other document,
elther written or efectronic, that was genarated following any Interview with the Harrises or Kleboids,” DA
Thomas wrgte to the Mews.

Even now, nearly three years after thae crime, there Is much that Is not known about the Harris and Klebold
families,

Profilers conducting a "psychiatric autopsy" of Harris and Klebald are seaking court approval to view
videotapes the tmans made,

The study, conducted by the Threat Assessment Group of Newport Beach, Callf., was sought by Thomas In
August 1999,
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The AEfLE cable network will alr results of the project April 15, five days bafore the third annlversary of the
hatlon's deadliast schaol shootings.

The tapes were shown to reporters In Decambar 1999 and have since been sealed,
March 8, 2002
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Review wouldn't help, panal rules

By Kyle Henlgy The Gazette

DENVER - Parents who lost children in the Columbine tragady
three years ago say their last and best hope to get lingering
questions answered was lost Thursday.

The House Civil Justice and Judiciary Commilttee defeated a
resolution that wouid have formed a pane! to tnvestigate the
shooting carried out April 20, 1999, at Columbine High School
near Littleton. The vote was 7-2 after nearly four hours of
testimony.

Opponents say a six-member panel wouldn't have the time and

| resources to answer soma of the detalled questions victims'

parents hava,

"I don't think It would even scratch the surface of the hopes
and questions that people expressed here today,” sald Rep.
Bob Bacon, D-Fort Collins.

The facts about what happened Aprll 20 are not In doubt.

Erc Harrls and Dylan Klabold stormed Columbine High School
with guns and bombs, slaying 12 of thelr fellow students and a
teachar before kllling themsalves.

SIince that day, law enforcement officlals have produced 15,000
pages of reports on the avent, alred video and audlotapes and
disclosed Interviews with witnesses and pollce officers Involved
In the event,

Independent groups and organlzations have studled what went
wrong, from the bullying problems at the school before the
tragedy to the problems with law enforcamant response.

Gov. Blll Owens created a commission that spent nearly 18
months dissecting the event for lassons leamed. It produced a
report In May 2001 that resulted In leglslation, changes In
pollce procedures, updates In school policles and othar
changes,

"The truth Is, contrary to what you might believe, a wealth of
Columbine Information has been produced,” sald BIll Tuthill, the
Jefferson County attorney who opposed the panel.

But for some, questions linger regarding what happened
leading up to the event and afterward, focusing on whether
police could have pravented the tragedy and whether they've
tried to cover up mistakes after the fact.
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"If mistakes were made or If somaone lled, we ought to know The Assoclate
the answers," sald Brain Rohrbaugh, whoss son, Danny, was
kilied In the attack,

In recent months, some have questioned whethar Danny was
shot by Harrls and Klebold, as cited by law enforcament, or
whether he was kllled by officers storming the school.

The boy's father has lookad at evidence and balllstics tests that
lead him to think there Is no way Harrls or Klebold could have
killed Danny - he had to have been hit by "friendly fire."

"All T want Is tha truth,” Rohrbaugh satd.

But the parents of Brooks Brown, a friend of Harrls and Klebold
who survived the attack, say the horror of that day might have
been prevented If police had followad up on a search warrant
for Klebold's homa.

The Browns called police months befora the attack, after
Klebold threatened on 8 Wab site to kiil thelr son. Pollce issusd
a saarch warrant for Klabold's house but never sarved it.

Judy Brown sald she has bean stymied By police In her efforts
to ask why,

"We had turned this chlid In," she sald. "We don't know what
want wrong. This Is the first time we've got a glimmer of hope
that we may be able to find the truth.”

The glimmaer of hope, however, was dashed by lawmakers who
didn't bellave the proposed panel couid gat to the bottom of
such questions, even with the subpoena power that would have
been granted to It.

Some who voted agalnst the measure feared It would have
turned Into a madia circus and a polltica! event.

"T'm terribly afrald that this is not the place to do this," sald
Rep. Alica Madden, D-Boulder. "This is 2 commisslon with six
politiclans during an electlon year. 1 worry you won't walk away
wlith the truth.”
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Optlons for Columbline kin

March 9, 2002

With the death of a proposal for a laglsiative Investigation Into the Columbline tragedy, the famliles who
lost children there have a limited number of options to get thelr quastions answerad:

+ Court: Seversl Columbine famllles haye appealed the dismigsal of thelr lawsults egalnst Jeffarson
County authorlties and are awalting rulings In the 10th Clrcult Court of Appeals,

"I don't know haw promising that looks,” sald Brien Rohrbough, whose san, Dan, was kllled at Colurmbine.

* Leglisiature: State Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton and the author of the proposal that falled this weelk,
ald he Is consldering whether to push & new bill that would call for o more narrowly focused
Invastigation than he orginaliy envisloned,

¢ El Paso County investigation: Sherff John Andersan Is wrapplng up his Investigation Into the
questton of whather a police officer's bullet killed Dan Rohrbough. It should be avallable by the and
of the month for review by Attornay General Ken Salazar and Jefferson County District Attorney
Dave Thomas.

s County grand jury: Thomas has been asked several times to take the Columbine casa to & grand
Jury but has so far decl)ned.

"Nothing has changed with tha grand jury," seid Thomas' spokeswoman Pam Russa|l.

A grand jury proceeding would he ¢losaed to the public, which would be a disadvantage to familles who
want all the Information released, Russeall sald.

In addttlon, she sald Thomas belleves he would have to have evidence of criminal wrongdolng.
"There has been no new Informatlon,” Russell sald.

» Coroner's inquest: Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blesch has baen researching the law governing a
coroner's Inquest and has not ruled out calling one to look Into Rohrbough's death. He sald Friday
that ha would be willing to look at any avidence that Is brought to him and conglder It In deciding
whether to convene an Inquest.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mauntaln News. All Rights Reserved,
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Columblne interviews planned

March 9, 2001

Before scheduling formal depositions, lawyers for the family of slain Columbine teachar David Sandars will
Informally Interview some law officers who went to the schoo! on tha day of the attacks.

Bruce Jones, attorney for the Sanders family, discussed the plan Friday In a scheduling hearing bafore
Denver U.5. District Judge Lewls Babcock.

The Informal Interviews will help the lawyers dacide which, If any, of the officers thay want to formaly
depose, lones sald.

Lawyers for Jafferson County sherlff's officers did not object to the procedurs, and Jones sald [t 1sn't
unusual.

The Sanders famlly susd Jeffarson County sheriff's officlals, contending that they could have saved
Sanders' life but falled to help him a3 he bled to death In a clagsroom.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Reserved.
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Hefty fee for Jeffco Info

$1 million price tag on Stone's e-malls

By Kavih Vaughan wnd Jaff Knas, News Staff Writers
March 9, 2002

When the Rocky Mountain News asked for Sheriff John Stone's e-malls and other correspondence,
Jefferson County's attorneys answeraed not with & "yes" or & "no" but with B number:

$1,072,200.

That's how much county officlals estimated It would cost -- at a minimum - to retrleve the records
requested by the Naws,

Even at that million-dollar price tag, county attormeys would not guarantee that they would turn over the
documents. All they would promise was to get them, examine thern and determine whethar they are
covared by Colorado's opan records [aw.

‘That's pretty Incradible," sald Brian Rohrbough, whose son Danlel was killed at Columbine High and who
has waged hls own battle to obtaln records from Jeffarson County. "These people have forgotten thay're
the public s&rvants.”

County spokasman John Masson defended the quoted price as the county's actual cost of retraving the
documents from Its computer system, which has extanslva barrlers bullt Into It to discourage hackers,

"I think It's & ¢complate misreading of the Intent to try to say that we're obstructing pacple from abtalning
e-mall under the opan records |aw," Masson saijd.

The News will not pay the requested fea, Editor John Temple sald.

"This Is just another axample of the obstructionlst approach of Jefferson County authoritias to attempts to
answers cltizens’ questlons sbout what happened at Columbine and how the sheriff's office and schaol
district respondad," Temple sald.

The News belleves Sherlff Stone's e-malls and |etters, and those of his employees, are public documants.
The Colorade Qpen Records Act doclares thet all "writings" of governmant agencles and officlals shall,
axcept In cartain cases, "be open for Inspection by any person &t reasonable times.”

Soma exceptions Include documants that (dentlfy a victim of sexual assault or records that are consldered
confidentisl under federal law, such as some portions of & personnel file, The law also defines "writings™ to
Include "dligitatly stored data, including without iimitation elactronic mali messages."

In January 1996, then-Gov. Roy Romer voluntarlly turned over two weeks of his e-mall to a Metropolltan
State College student who sought It under the Colorado Open Records Act.

The News made Its request as part of Its ongelng investigation of the Aprl] 20, 1999, tragedy at Columbine
High School. The paper is seeking Stone's a-malls and "any and all" correspondence bétwean sherlff's
employess and officlals at etther Columblne High or the Jefferson County School District In am effort to
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answer lingering questions about the case and about a 1998 Invastigation of klllers Eric Harrls and Dylan
Kl=bold.

Retrleving Stone's e-malis, according to a lettar slgned by Assistant County Attornay Lily Oeffler, would
cost "approximately $72,200." And examining all of the e-mall of sheriff's employees "would be an
extraordinarily difflcult task with an estimated cost of over %1 milfion."

The News sought a fee walver, but the county refused.

Masson said that retrleving e-mafls would Involve seven complicated steps, some of which would Involve
paying & consultent $175 an hour,

After calculating the time Involved, Jeffarson County offlclals estimated It would cost at least $46,800 to
retrieva one employee's e-mall for the perfod covered by the Naws' request -- August 1999, when tha
county started archlving electronle mall, through Dacember 2001.

Masson was asked whether the only vehicle the county had for retrleving lts amployees’ e-mall was to pay
outside consultants $175 an hour,

"I don't know If the question s a falr one," he said. “Certalnly you could drop everything that you are dolng
and put people on It, but what happens to the work that needs to be done for the functioning of the
county?”

Tha law allows governmental agencles to charge a "reasonable” fes for the preduction of some computer
records, and that the fee “"shall not exceed the actual cost™ of retrleval. Still another section talks about the
tost of obtalning recards that require writing new computer programs,

Then there's a whole separate law covering criminal justice records, and debate about whether thege «-
malls could fall under that statute,

Tom Keiley, a Flrst Amendment lawyar, said that desplte the varying Interpretatlons of the law, It should
be clear that e-malls are public records and that thay should be avallable for inspection.

"Hera, all they have to do is print the record out for you," Kelley sald.

The News' Ingulry |s one of scoras of ppen racords cases that Jeffersan County officlals have fielded In the
nearly three yaars since Calumbine. The county has baan tha subject of lawsults from news arganlzations
and victims' familles that led a judge to order sherlff"s officials to release nearty 17,000 pages of
Columbine documents.

“They're probably feoling basleged,” sald Jane Kirtley, a professor of media, ethics and law at the
University of Minnesota, "And ] can have some syrnpathy for them,

"But I'm not golng to have much sympathy If they are jacking up the price to discourage legitimate
requests.”

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reservad.
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Jeffco pressured lawmakers

Reps say lobbying didn't sway 'no’ vote on Columbine probe

By Kavin Vaughan snd Michala Amaes, News Staiff Writars
March &, 2002

Jeffarson County officlals actively lobbled agalnst a legislatlve Investigation Into the Columbine shootings,
Inviting lawmakers to thair offices to discuss the bili and preparing an aggresslve presantation for
Thursday's hearing.

The officlals kept their opposlition a secret from the blil's sponsor, Rep, Don Lea, R-Littieton, untll the last
minute,

"They never notifled me that they were golng to take an officlal pesition in opposition to the bill," Lea sald.

Lea's measure, which would have created a six-member legisiative panel to investigate the Columblne
chse, was klllad Thursday by the House Civli Justice and Judiclary Committes on a 7-2 vote,

Les want into the hearing convinced ke had five vates, anough to get it out of committee,

Tha vote agalnst the measure came aftar Jeffarson County's acting attorney, Blll Tuthill, wheeled two
dollles of documents Into the hearlng room, along with several blown-up newspaper storles mounted on
poster board.

Tuthill sald the documents showad how much Information had been releasad by Jefferson County
authoritles about the Columbine tragedy — the deadllest school shooting In U.5. history.

"l was surprised at the show they put on,” Lee sald.
Tuthlll did not return a message laft at his office Friday.

Eariier, members of the cornmittee had been Invited to Jafferson County offices to axamine avidance from
the shootings.

Although that Is typlcal whan a group Is lobbying an a blll, Lee said he was not Invited Bnd was not aware
of the visits,

Lawmakers who took Jeffarson County up on its offer sald they ware shown rnuch of the sama materja)
leglsiators were shown at the committee hearing Thursday.

They also recelved handouts outlining how procedures for emargency workers have been changed and how
Columblne High School has revised Its emergancy procedures.

Rep. Betty Boyd, D-Lekewood, sald she want to look at the evidence, but she doesn't think the lobbying
killad the bill,

"Every time we put false hope out to these parents, we're reinjuring them. That's what thls proposal would
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have done," Boyd sald.

Rep. Shawn Mitchell, R-Broomfield, the only lawmaker besides Lee to vote for the investigation, sald he
went to Jefferson County as wall,

"They just tried to shaw me averything that has been made publicly avallable to try to make their polnt
that there was nothing to be galned by convening this panel,” Mitchali sald Friday.

The vote followed more than faur hours of someatimes amotional testimony from several of the parents who
lost chlldren In the school tragedy.

Tuthlll's presentation during the hearing, which featured ssveral comments from lawmakers about the
"clreus atmosphere” that coutd follow creatlon of & legislative panel, was criticlzed by the families of
Columblne victims.

"They started the clrcus whan they haulad thair stuff In thers [ike Miracle on 34th Street, " sald Rich
Petrone, whose stepson, Dan Rohrbough, was kliled outside the school in the April 20, 1999, attack by Eric
Herrls and Dylan Klebold.

In the end, only Lee and state Rep, Shawn Mitchell, R-Broormfleld, voted far the proposal.

Voting agalnst the proposal were state Reps. Bob Bacon, D-Fort Collins; Betty Boyd, D-Lakewood; Charl
Jahn, D-Wheat Ridge; Steve Johnson, R-Fort Colling; Allce Madden, D-Boulder; Joe Stengel, R-Littleton;
and Jim Snook, R-Alamasa,

Lee sald he bellaved befare the hearing that he had tha flve votes he needed ta maove his proposal out of
the committee and that he's not sure what happened.

But other lawmakers on the committes hadn't changed thelr minds Fridey and continued to belleve the
relecting the plan was the right decision.

"I truly thought they were belng handed false hope," Madden sald Friday. "I know that the farmllias are
desperate snough that they're willing to take that chance. But I couldn't ba tha one toe do It to them,"

Madden sald that the volume of questions belng asked couldn't ba examined and Investigated In the time-
frame lald out In the blll.

She said she would support a propasal that would create an Investigative panel In the Colorado Attorney
General's office.

But she sald that plan would cost far mare than the $300,000 proposal Lee offered, which Is a point of
concern for lawmakers when they're already cutting about $700 mllllon out of the current budget.

Lee said he may try to bring back & diffarent verslon of the bill.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News, All Rights Reserved.
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Jeffco didn't try to sway
Columbine vote, pols say

By Klaran Nicholggn
Danvar Post Staff Writar

Sunday, March 10, 2002 - Some state lagislators who
met with jeffarson County officlals before voting down
the formatton of a committee to Investigate the
Columbina shootings sald the meetings were merely
informative and not an attempt to sway the vote.

A majorlty of a House panel, which voted 7-2 Thursday
against a proposae! by Rep. Don Lee, R-Littlaton, to
launch a legisiative Columbine Investigation, met with
county officlals before tha vote, sald John Masson, a
county spokesman.

"They never pressured, or counted, or asked how we
were golng to vote at all,” Rap. Steve Johnson, R-Fort
Collins, sald Saturday, "I went Into the committee not
knowing how I was going to vote.”

Meetings betwean county officials and legislators were
held as a way to brief lawmakers about Columbine and
answar possible questions before the House Clvil Justice
and Judiclary Comimittee met to vote on forming a
teglslative investigativae committee, Masson said.

"The purpose was not to persuade them not to do It,"
Masson sald. "The purpose was to answer any questions
they might have and to review the materlals that are
already In the publlc domain."

Kate Batten, the lead Columbine Investigator for the
Jefferson County Sharlff's Office, and Assistant County
Attorney Lllly Qeffier were among county
representatives who attended the meetings.

Masson said all nine committae members were Invited
by Lynnae Flora of the county attorney's office and that
six, Including Lee, accaptad the offer.

"They were very concerned wa knew all the Issues,"
said Rep. Joe Stengel, R-Littleton. "They didn't tobby us
to vote yes or no."

But Lee said county officlals tried to dissuade him from
introducing the kil during hls meeting with them more
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than a month ago, and he suspects the meetings with
the cthers had the same purpase,

"Their intent was to prevant the committee from
happening," Lee sald.

On Thursday, the county officially took the posltion that
the blll should be defeaated, appearing before the House
Civil Justice and Judiclary Committee.

Rep. Shawn Mitchall, R-Broomfleld, the only committae
member to vote In favar of forming a leglsiative
investigation other than Lea, also attended a prior
county presentation. He could not be reached for
cormnment Saturday,

Rep. Allce Madden, D-Boulder, sald she turned the
Invitation to maet. "I thought It wouldn't affect me one
way or the other," she sald.

Madden sald sha voted agalnst Lee's blll because she
thought a legislative Investlgation could lead ta
"palitical grandstanding,”" especially In an alactlon year.

Lee sald he hopes to reintroduce another resolutlon to
pursua a legisiativa Invastigation of Columbine before
the sesslon ends.
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Some parents endorse a limlted Inquiry

Rep. Lea proposes focusing on several contentious issues In April 20, 1899, attack

By Kevin vaughan, Naws Staff Writar
March 12, 2002

Several parents who lost children in the Calumblne High tragedy sald they could support & jeglslative
Investigation that was focused on several key areas of contention.

That [dea was proposed Monday by Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, whose plan for an open-enced |egislative
Investigation into the Columbine shootings was rejected last waak by a House committee.

Several leglslators who voted agalnst Lee's Initlal proposal said they were concerned that too many
unanswered questions [ingared for an Investigative panel that wouid have a limited time frame and budget

to look into the tragedy.

"Thay probably can't answer evary question, but there are a handful of really Important questions,” gsald
Brlan Rohrbough, whose son, Dan, was shot and kllled outside Columbine High In the Aprll 20, 1999,
atteck by Erlc Harris and Dylan Klebold.

Rohrbough and other parants sald their cancerns fell Into flve general areas:

* The March 1998 report of Rendy and Judy Brown that Eric Harrls and Dylan Kl=bold were bullding
pipe bombs and threatening mass murder.

Far a time, sherff's officlals deniad that the Browns had ever met with Investigators, They also clalmed
that tha Browns' report couldn't be correlated with other pipe bomb cases In the county.

Both of those assartlons were proved wrong, however, when a judge ordered the county to relepze & long-
sacrat affldavit to search Harrls' homa that was written in 1998 and never executed.

Why wasn't that warrant executed? Why wasn't more done with the Browns' report? And why dlid county
officlals keep the draft search warrant secret for nearly two years?

+ The response of Jefferson County sherlff's officers an Aprll 20, 1999.

Why, the farnllles asked, did sherlff's officlals wait hours to respond to the classroom where teacher Dave
Sanders was wounded and to the library, where Harris and Klebold killed 10 students and wounded otherg?

Students who escaped from the library early In the attack, for example, told Iaw offlcers that students were
wounded or killed Inside and that the kllars had left the room.

"Those, to me, are crucial palats,” sald Dawn Anna, whose daughter, Lauren Townsend, was kllied In the
school library. "You have victims that are wourided, and the ones who shot them are no longer In the
room.

"Why then, dld they not go in thare and attempt to heip those children?"
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¢ The timeline established by Jeffersen County sheriff's Investigators for the evants at Columbine on
April 20, 1599,

The families have polnted to a number of discrapancies and contradictions between tha timeline and other
documents that have been released through court order In the case.

One example: Sherlff's daputy Neal Gardnar, the deputy assigned to the school and the first one on the
scene, described In an Aprll 20, 1999, Interview sesing windows shot out In the Columbine ltbrary when he
arrtved. But according to the officlal report, Harrls and Klebold didn't get into the llbrary untll five minutes
after Gardner arrived on the scens,

"Gardner's tralned, and he knew that school inside and out,” Rohrbough sald. "It's unlikely he would have
made a mistake In what he's seelng.”

* The Information that was provided by sheriff's officlals for the farnllies of victims |n the weaks and
months after Columbine.

Some famllles have sald they were told thelr children's bodles were left where they were killed overnight
and Into the next day because they were booby trapped. And yet, those same famllles believe thare was
no hasls for those statemants, glven what thay've learned since.

"That tore our famlly apart when they did that," sald Joe Kechter, whose son, Matt, was killed In the
library. "I just don't aven understand where thaey could thnk about doing that to us."

Al and Phyills Velasguez sajd they were told that thalr son, Kyle, was the first ore killed In the llbrary, that
ke was sitting at a computer and never even hid because he didn't know what was golng on. Yet they've
$een crime scene photographs that have leaked from the sheriffs department that make tham question
that conclusion.

"We don't have a question of who killed Kyle," Al Vealasquez sald. "But If they are not covering something
up, why are they telling us one thing and the photos show anothar thing?"

# The discrapancies betweesn balllstics examinations and the official report on the tragedy.

Rohrbough has allegad In a lawsult that a law officer's bullat kllled his son. Jefferzon County officlals have
contended that it was unquestionably Harrls or Klebold who fired the fatal shot.

But the balllstics evidence cannot answer the question of who fired the fatal shot, Rohrbough sald.

Some key evidence wasn't tested for more than a year. And a bullet found In a student's backpack wasn't
tested untll early this year as questions mounted.

"I think flve areas Is a real good place to start,” Rohrbough sald of the subject the |eglslators could look
into. "I think that addresses mast of the unansweared queastions, and I think It also will glve a clear vislon at
that point whether more neads to be dona or whether that's sufftefent.”

Contact Kevin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNews. com.
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Columbline quest gains allles

Littleton lawmaker says revival of bill for legisiative probe is now 'very llkely'

By Michels Amas, News Staff Writer
March 12, 2002

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, "very likely” will revive his attempt to launch & leglslative Investigetion Into the
Columbine High School shootings, and this time he may recelve halp from some powarful quarters.

House Speaker Doug Dean, R-Coloredo Springs, who assigns bills to committess, sald he would send any
new Lee resolution to 8 committee that won't kil It. Lee's first attermipt dled In committee jast wasl.

"I'm still firmly In Don's corner on this one,” Dean sald.

Lee, who vowed Monday not to "turn his back on the Columbine communlty” and to "kesp pressing untll
the truth comes out," also got & boost when a highly regarded veteran lawmaker sptered the dabate.

Sen. Norma Anderson, R-Lakewood, offered herself as a broker batween famllles who lost children at
Columbine and Jefferson County officials.

If Lee reintroduces a resolution to form the investigative committee with subpoena powers, It would llkely
be structured the way his last plan was. The major difference, he sald, s tha proposal will include spacific
questions the investigatlve commitiee would attempt to answar.

"The major objection In the committea was the scope,” Lee sald, rafarring to last week's vote. “I think If wa
narrow It to certaln pressing questlons, we'll be better off."

However, some members of the House Clvll Justice and Judiclary Cormmilttee -- which killed Lee's first
proposal -- sald that wouldn't change their vote.

"I will naver agree that an lssue this Important shoutd ever be done Inside this body with slx politiclans In
an olection year," sald Rep. Cherl Jahn, D-Wheat Ridge. "We need to make sure that this Is a search for
the truth, not a photo opportunity. These parents deserve that."

That's where Anderson i$ hoping she can help, She has served voters as a Jefferson County electad officlal
and a% & mamber of hoth the Colorade House and Senata.

Anderson sald she had walted and hoped that other possibilities for Investlgatlhg Columblne -- such as a
coroner's inquest -- would pan out.

"When It became clear that everybody felt that thae legislative bady, which is the wrong place to go, Is the
place of last resort, I knew I had to act,” Anderson sald. "Possibly, we could have the families and the
county slt down for a frank discusslon. I'm optimistic I ¢could arrange that.”

Anderson sald she would like ta arrange any number of mestings It might take to help the famllles pose
thelr questions and get answars,

"If thare are unanswared questions, I want to work on that," Andarson sald, "For people to go on with thelr
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lives, they need answers,"

Brian Rohrbaugh, whose son, Dan, was killed cutside the school on Aprll 20, 1599, =zald the questions he
and other famllles have been asking are vitally Important,

"There's g lot of people that don't care," he said. "They just want It ta go away -- It's not today's preszing
Issue, But I think It really |s today's pressing |ssua, bacause |t has to do with accountabllity and what we
can expect in the future.”

Contact Michele Ames at (303) B92-2327 or amasm@RockyMountainNaws. com.
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H DRI
Lawmaker to revive push —
- ar. H
for Columbine panel -ludge lets slt
stand agalnst
By Trent Belixert gun sellers
Danvar Post Capltol Bureau

Tuasday, March 12, 2002 - The sponsor of a plan
defeated last week to probe the Columbline Invastigation
sald Monday he will introduce a naw, streamlined
praposal.

"I'm not going to turn my back on the Columbline
communlty,” sald Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, whose
district Includas Columbine High Scheol. "I'm gelng to
qo at It avan harder.”

Lee and famlly members of tha victirs wanted to
launch a commission with subpoena power to look Into
a possible coverup hy law enforcement authorlties
during thalr invastigation of the deadllest school
shooting In U.5. history.

Lee's Inltlal proposal was defeated by & House
commlttee Thursday on a 7-2 bipartisan vote. Critics
guastionad whether Lee's probe could actually force
wltnesses to testify. They also ralsed questlons about
tha probe's potential cost, since lawmakers are cutting
the budget to make up the state's nearly $700 million
shartfall.

His new plan has support from House leadershlp, such
as Speaker Doug Dean, R-Colorado Springs, yet it will
continue to face opposition.

Reps. Bob Bacon, D-Fort Cellins, and Joe Stengel, R-
Littleton, who voted agalnst Lee's proposal after debate
In the House Clvil Justice and Judiclary Committee, sald
they fearad that victims' famllles wiil not get the
answars they want from such a probe.

"They want answers to why thelr kids were killed,"
Stengel sald. "I don't know. WIII there ever be an
answar to that questlon? Why Is there evll In the world?
This 1s not the body to answer that."

Lee sald his new plan would narrow the probe to one or
two kay questlons. That way, the cost of the probe,
which leglslative analysts had estimated at
approximately $300,000, can he reduced, he sald.

03/21/2002



He also sald thet & narrow Investigation might allevlate
critics' concerns that the probe wlll turn into polltical
grandstanding during an election year. Lee also sald ha
was not sure yet what the speclfic targets of the probe
would ba.

Many parants of victims belleve the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office |s withholding documants.

And Danial Rohrbough's parents long have pusfor
additlonal Investigations Into thelr son's death. They
have claimed in a faderal court filing that Denver police
Sgt. Dan O'Shea, not Columbline killers Erlc Harrls or
Dylan Klebold, shot thelr 15-year-old son.

Acting Jefferson County Attornay Blll Tuthlll testified
Thursday agalnst the Investigative panel,

Lea questionad why the county attorney's office would
oppose the probe, and alluded that the ordars may be
coming from the sheriff or the county commlissionars.

"I think there are some accountablllty Issues there," Lee
sald.

Nelther Tuthill nor the sharlff's office returned calls
seaking comment, but county commilssion chalrwomen
Michelle Lawrence sald the commissioners have had
nothing to do with the mattar.

Although Lee sald the proba would be streamlined, the
actual committee set up would remain the same,

|ee's proposal calls for six lawmakers from both partles
and the House and the Senate to slt on the commlssion.
Those leglslators theoretically would be allowed to
subpoena anyone to testlfy, except Colurmbine students.
Lawmakars would have untll Dec, 1 to finlsh thelr work
and make thelr findIngs publlc.
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Columbine task force to meet

Public Invited to talks over whether to make certaln records public

By Naws Staff
March 13, 2002

A task force that will consider ways to opan more records In the Columbine Hlgh School tragedy has Its
flrst meeting Monday marning.

Attornay General Ken Salazar and Jeffarson County District Attorney Dave Tharmas proposed the group
because of lingerlng questions In the Aprll 20, 1999, Columbline shaotings, Including allegatlions that many
documents that should be avallable to the public remaln secret.

The mdeting is from 10 a.m. to noon In conference room B-70 In the attarney general's office at 1525
Sherman St., Denver. It's open to the publle.

Amoang the first order of business is the Introduction of those who wlll sarve on the task force.

Ken Lane, deputy attorney general for pollcy and gavernmantal affalrs, said the axact makeup of the panel
was stlll being datarminad Tuesday.

Lane sald the group would Include represantatives from the Colorade Organtzation for Victims Assistance,
the Colorado Broadcasters Association, the Colorado Press Assoclation, the Jafferson County attorney's
offtce, the district attormey's office, and the attorney genaral's offica.

Other arganizations also may be asked to nominete members.

Salazar and Thomas hope the task force will inventory documents that have not been made publlc and
develop & criterla to make recommendations about their potential release.

Copyrght 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Reserved.

It Ao wrr rockwrimormbainneure corn fntfnd e furbele 1 17250 TYRAAR 108 1070000 O Law M /M1 e ne



Rocky Mountain News

To print this page, select Fle then Print from your browser
URL: http://www rockymountalnnews,com/drmn/local/article/0,1259,DRMN_15_1029743,00.htrm

Stone not mentioned in malllngs

Sheriffs’ group official says name tied to tragedy

By Lynn Bartels, Naws Staff Writer
March 14, 20032

The executive director of the Calorado sheriffs' assoclation sald she dallbarately omitted Jeffarson County
Sherlff John Stone's name when she malled fllers asking for $25 donations.

Nancy Lake of the County Sherlffs of Colorado Instead substituted har name In mallings to all Jaffarson
County resldents.

Lake said sha macde the declsion withaut consulting Stone. She sald the assoclation needs the donations
for training, and people In Jefferson County connect Stone's name to tragedy.

"People unfortunately are not able to make the distinctlon between him and his actlons and his
department's needs,” she sald. "People In Jafferson County cannot disassoclate his name with tragedy."

Stone has been under fire mast of his term for his departrment’s handling of the shootings at Columbine
Hlgh on April 19, 1999, and tha subseguent Investigation.

His spokeswoman, Jackl Tallman, sald Wednesday the sherlff had Mo commant.

Columbine parent Judy Brown, who helped lead an unsuccessful sharlff's recall, saild she reallzed Stone's
name was missing from her fller when she talked to a frlend In Arapahoe County wha got the same malllng
last week. That solicltation was sent and slgned by Arapahoe County Sherlff Pat Sullivan.

The sheriffs who participated In the fund-ralser -- all but six In the state -- put thelr names and slgnatures
on the malllngs sent in thelr jurisdictions, Lake sald.

For example, Boulder County resldents recelved the sollcitation from Boulder County Sheriff George Epp.
Lake sald her namc also appears on fllers sent In Denver, which as a clty and county has no elected sheriff.
The retum address an all mallings Is the associatlon headquarters in Littleton.

The County Sherliffs of Colorade has esked for donations via mallings for about 15 vears, Lake said, The
money Is pooled Into one pot and pays for tralning confarences, scholarships and law-enforcament
programs.

"Every psnny people send Is usad for what we say It will be used,” Lake sald.
The organization last year recefved $353,000 In donations.

The association praviously has malled about 300,000 letters statawlde asking for money, but this year
declded to send 1.1 million malilngs, she said.
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"Tax dollars only go so far," the malling seys. "The County Sherlffs of Colorado steps in where tax dollars
end."

The $25 tax-deductlble donation entltles donors to recelve an honorary membershlp card, window decals
'to show you're a supporter of law enforcement” and four aditions of Colorado Sheriff.

Contact Lynn Bartels at (303) 892-5327 or bartels@RockyMountalnNews.com.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln Naws. All Rlghts Reserved.
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Meeting slated on probe
records

By The Danver Post
Thureday, March 14, 2002 -

Tha flrst meeting of the Columbine Open Racords Task
Force - which Is charged with providing as complete a
release as possible of government Investigative racords
relating to the Aprll 20, 1999, Columbline High School
shootings - will be at 10 a.m. Manday.

Tha meeting, In basernant conferance room B-70 of the
attornay ganeral's offlce at 1525 Sharman St., [s open
to the public.

The group was created by state Attorney General Kan
Salazar and Jefferson County District Attorney Dave
Thomas to Inventory what Columbina-related records
haven't been released to the publlc and to made
recommaendations for thelr ralaase,

All contents Copyright 2002 Tha Danver Post or other copyright
hoiders. All rights reserved. This material may not ba publishead,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed for any commarclal purposs.
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Court will store data

By Heward Pankeptr
Danver Post Lagal Affuirs Writar

Thursday, March 14, 2002 - Hundreds of documants,
tapes and other materials related to the Columbine
massacre are to be dellvered Friday to the fadearal
courthouse In Denver for safekeepling.

Maglstrate Patricla Coan and U.5. District Judge
Clarence Brimmer ordered the docurnants stored at the
courthouse for fear there wlll be continued laaks of the
materials.

A speclal master, Charles Kall, will oversee dellvery and
protection of the documents.

The transfer Is related to a clvil case In which famllies of
Columbine victims are sulng Solvay Pharmaceuticals
Inc. The company makes the drug Luvox, which the
famllles allege mada Columblne killer Eric Harrls
psychotlc,

At a hearlng in lata February, Coan told lawyars that
the materlals will be kept under lock and key,

"The people who will have access to the room wlll be
the speclal master and the clerk of tha court," Coan
said. "There's not even a kay for cleaning peaple or
securlty. It's actually the room that was used for raview
of the (TImothy) McVeigh documents.”

The matarlals Include videotapas, audlotapes and the
writings of Harrls and fellow Columbline killar Dylan
Klebold, as well as 911 tepes.

Attorneys for Solvay say all the materials are critical
bacausae they wlll show that Luvox had nothing to do
wlth the rampage.

Empll & Capy of this Article
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Task force makeup Is challenged

Columblne mom calls panel eyeing document release 'out of balance'

By Kavin Vauphan, News Staff writer
March 19, 2002

A task force organized to help with the release of Columblne High documents quickly ren Into its first
controversy at Its first meeting Monday -- charges that It Is slanted in favor of Jafferson County authoritles.

Attorney General Ken Salazar and Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas, who put the group
togather, agreed to add at laast one member of the Columbine communlty, and possibly more,

"The makeup of the task force Is out of balance,” said Dawn Anne, whose daughter, Lauren Townsend, was
murdered In the Colurnblne library in the Aprll 20, 1995, tragedy.

Anna jolned Randy and Judy Brown, who have sparred frequently with Sheriff John Stona, In questloning
why three Jefferson County employees - some of whom have been Involved In open-records Issueas --
ware among the seven members of tha task force,

"Why not cltlzens?" Judy Brown asked, "Why not someone from Columblne?”

Salazar and Thomas, who are diracting the tesk force but are not voting members, koth sald they had no
problem with the complaints and sald they expected that others would be added ta the group before Its
next meeting Aprll 1,

Desplte that hiccup, Salazar tossed out a proposal that, If It |5 eventually embraced, could se= the release
of thousands of pages of Columbline documents. He said the task force should consider a plan to put all the
documents into the hands of a judge, who would allow access to them on & case-by-case bagls,

Though those who esked to see the documents would not have to demonstrate a valld reason to do 50,
there would be restrictions. For axample, those viewing the documents could rnot make coptes.

"It ought to be an environment that Is open but controlled,”™ Salazar sald.

Salazar and Thomas put the group together amid lingering questions in the Columbine casge, (ncluding
sllegations that decuments that should have been released were Instead withheld from the publlc.

They named Alan Glibert, the state's solicitor general, and Kathy Sasack, assistant district attorney for
Jefferson and Gllpin countles, B3 co-chalrs. Others Introduced Monday included Kate Battan, the lead
Cotumblne investigator for the Jeffarson County Sheriffs Offlce; Paula Braqgq fram the Colorado
Organization for Victim Assistance; Marllyn Hogen, president of the Colorado Broadcasters Associatlon: Lily
Oeffier, asslstant Jafferson County attornay; end Jacque Scott, a representative of the Colorado Press
Asgoclation.

It was not clear Monday how many new members might be added.

The group wlll have a lot to conslder.

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/cr/cda/article.../1.1250.DRMN 106 1037551.00.htm  03/21/2002



Battan sald roughly 22,000 documents are In tha Investigative files at the sherlffs office, and more may
ex|st among the 34 agencles who had officars that résponded to the school or were Involved in the
Investigation.

To date, Jafferson County officials have released 15,872 pages of Investigative documents. In January,
officlals In Arapahoe County releasad approximately 800 pages of documents, soma of which were already
in the Jefferson County fllas.

Battan detailed docurmnents and other materals that are among the roughly 6,000 pages that haven't been
released, some as a result; of & court order senling tham, some that ara closed by state statute and some
that invoive privacy Issues:

= Approximately 2,900 pages of medical records.
= Twenty search warrants, 19 of which ware executed by Columblne Investlgators,

» Autopsy reports for 12 of the 15 who dled at the schoal.

Informatlon ebout the bombs used at the school by killers Dylan Klebotd and Erlc Harris.

The writings of Harrls and Klebold, Including not only thelr journals and plans for Colurmblne but
thelr schoal papars.

Other materals -- Including physical evidence, 11,000 crime scene photographs, and videotapes and
audiotapes made by Harrls and Klebold -- are In Jefferson County's possession.

Task force members took severatl Inttlal steps toward deflning how they will oparate and flguring out what
documents axlst that heven't baen released —- and which ones should be made public.

They agread that thelr meetings will be public except In rare cases, and that they will take votes on issues
where they cannot reach congensus.

They also agreed to contact the famllles of the Columblne victims for their thoughts on what should be
released, and to ask officlals at the agenclas involved to search thelr files and forward al] thelr racords to
Jefferson County sherlfts officers,

Legelly, the task force has no power to force Jefferson County officlalg -- or anyone else -- to relaase
docurnents. However, Salazar sald that shouldn't dater them from working for operiness,

"I think what we should endeavor to do is to make as much information public as we posslbly can,” Salazar
sald.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Resarved.
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Columbine panel stirs
doubts

Families say group Includes those who
kept records secret

By Kavin Eimpeon
Danvar Post Staff WHter

Tuasday, March 19, 2002 - Too many Jefferson
County officlals talnt a task force deslgned to maximize
public disclosure of records surrounding the Columbine
shootings, victims' relatlves alleged Monday at the
panel's flrst meating.

"These are the vary peaple wa'va baen butting haads
agalnst,” sald Dawn Anna, whosa daughter died in the
attack, "The people who have blocked and leaked
Informatlon are the people sitting here.”

The seven-membaer task force, convened by state
Attornmy General Ken Salazar and Jefferson County
District Attorney Dave Thomas, Includes one of Thomas
assistants, a county attorney and the sherlff's chlaf
Invastigator.

Two medla representatives, a victim advocate and the
attorney general's solicltor general joln them on the
committea, which also wlll examline an upcoming report
on the death of studant Danlal Rohrbough, whose
parants contend he was accldentally shot by police,

But critics sald the task force, as currently composed, 1s
elther too blased or too [l-Inforrmed to do thea job. Thay
contend that Jefferson County officlals have tried to

cover up law anforcement's Incompetence at the scene,

"I'm sorry, but some membars of the panal have a
vested Interest In keeping Information from the publie,”
sald Randy Brown, a longtime critic of the Investigatlon
that Initially targetad his son as a suspact. "Othars
don't know what records are out there. I suggest you
disband. It's worthless.”

After hearing public comment, Thomas sald citizans
with a working knowledge of the documents would be a
"wise addltlon" to the panel.

Kate Battan, lead Columbine Investigator, told tha

03/21/2002



group that about 22,000 documents had been
generatad by the April 20, 1999, shootings, which killed
12 students and a teachar and wounded meore than 20
othar pmople. About 17,000 pages have been made
public.

Of the remalning pages, most are medical raports,
saarch warrants and writlngs by suicidal killers Eric
Harris and Dylan Klabold that were sealed by jfudges,
she sald. Battan added she wasn't sure she'd raceived
everything from all jurlsdictions Involved In the case.

Task force members agreed to canvas victim famllies on
thelr feallngs about the release of some Information,
send letters to agencles Involved In the Invastigation
saaking any additional documents, and have the legal
staff investigate how to access sealed documents,

Clting concerns about retraumatizing famlly members
ar Insplring copycat crimes, they also discussad a
theoretical scenarlo In which all documents, Including
graphlc crime-scene photos, might be avallable for
supervised publlc viewling but could not be reproduced.

The task force can only make recommendations
regarding releasa of racords.

Psychotheraplst and author Clarissa Pinkola Estes, who
llvas near Columbline and studles the formation of
homicldal and suicldal Ideas, told the panel that victims'
famllles should be consulted, but she urged relaasa of
"ms much as posslble, as quickly as possible.”

"Columbine Is tha closest I've been to an event that has
so much materlal to study,” she sald. "I'm a post-
trauma speciallst - I know people heal by belng able to
tell the story.”

The panel meets agaln April 1.
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Stone again asks rights to tapes

Harris, Klebold made videos before killings

By Tillle Pang, News Staff Writar
March 20, 2002

Jeffarson County Sheriff John Stone has agaln asked a fedaral judge to allow hls office to distribute
videotapas mede by killors Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold before the Columbline tragedy.

Stone has shown the tapes to families, media and law enforcemant but would ilke to Fulflll raquests for
coples. The famllles of Harrls and Kleboid have objected, claiming the tapes were their property.

"Although the tapes have not been reglstered for forma! copyright protection, it 13 possible that the tapes
have commercial value,” wrote Acting County Attornay Willlam A Tuthlll III In court documents flled
Monday In U.S. District Court,

"The Jefferson County Sheriff |5 entitled to a declaration of the respective rights of the partles with regard
to whether the tapas can be capled and distributed In rasponsa to open racords requests . . . without
violating the Copyright Act.”

A federal judge had ordered the sherlf"s office to axplaln why Stone's case seeking to release the tapas
should not be dismissad.

The amanded case was filad "to move forward" on the case.

Tuthllt could not be reached for comment |ate Tuesday.

At lssue are three videotapes Harrls and Kiebold made In which they planned thelr killing mmpage.

The tapes ware used by the lefferson County Sharlff's Office in the Investigation and for tralning purposes.
Franklln D. Patterson, attorney for the Klabalds, said Tuasday the tapes should not be widely released.

"The Klebolds are concerned shout tha danger of copycat Incidents or recpening the wounds of the
cormmunity,” sald Patterson.

"We hope the federal judge rules that the sheriff has no legal right to keep those tapes.”
C. Michael Montgomery, attorney for the Harrsas, could mot be reached far commant.

Tuesday, Brian Rohrbough, father of Columbine victim Danlel Rohrbough, sald he didn't want alther Stone
or the Klebolds and Harrlses to be granted rights to the tapes.

"John Stone cen't be trusted with anything," he sald. "On the other hand, the Kiebolds and the Harrlsas
should not be allowed to profit from this."

Rohrbough, who has seen some of the tapes, sald he didn't want to see them raleased at this time.
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"I think some# people -- studants at the school -- may find these vary disturbing and are the type of thing
that may haunt some paopie. I think there will come a time when releaging them would be appropriata,
but now, It's too soon," he said.

But Columbine parent Randy Brown, who has often besn a critic of the Jaffarson County Sherlff's Office,
sald the tapes should be released.

"We think that the victims and the school should ba able to see tham because It tells & lot about Eric and
Dylan,” he sald.

"Some members of the community have already seen the tapes, but some others want to see the tapes to
help them heal and we agree with that. The question is: do the killers' famliles have more rights than the
victimsg'?"

Monday, Tuthill argued In his response to the judge’'s show-cause arder that the earller rase should not ba
disrnissed becausa only federal courts could declde copyright Issuss.

In the amended complaint, Stone wants a federal judge to declare that the tapes are not protected by the
Copyright Act and that copying and dissemination of the tapes | allowed.

He also requests that If the judge decldes the tapes do fall under the Copyright Act, that his office's prior
use of them be considersd "fair use."

Contact Tillle Fong at (303) 892-5489 or fongt@RorkyMountainNews. com.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mauntain News. All Rights Reserved.
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Judge tosses lawsults agalnst gun dealers

Sellers won't be held responsible for actions of Klabold and Harris In Columbine tragedy

By Kevin Vaughan, News Staff Writer
March 21, 2002

Three gun dealers aren't llable for selling weapons used by Columblna klllers Dylan Kiebold and Erlc Harris,
a federal judge ruled Wednesday In dismissing five lawsults.

The declslons by Chief Judge Lewis Babcock came In sults flied by the famllles of one studant who was
kliled In the April 20, 1999, attack, and four others who were waunded.

The familles have the optlon of appaaling Babcock's rullhg.

Babcock found, among other things, that gun show operator 1.D. Tanner and twe dealers who leased space
from him, James R. Washington and Ranald F. Hartmann, "owed no duty of care” to the shooting victims as
B result of the legal sale of & shotgun,

"I think that's what It really comes down to -- doas that 5- or 10-minute legal transactlon aliow someane
to conclude that sormeon# |5 golng to commlt a criminal act with that weapon, and the answer Is no, that's
not enough,” sald Michael Waters, who represented Hartmann.

Jim Cedarberg, an attorney for wounded student Richard Castaldo, sald Wednesday aﬁ:emooh he hadn't
seen the ruling and had no reaction to It

Attorneys for the families of slaln student Isalah Shoets and wounded students Sean Graves, Lance Kirklin
and Mark Taylor could not be reached for comment,

Gordon Vaughan, Washington's attorney, called the Celumbine attack a "terribly tragle occurrence.”

"At the time, I had two kids In high school, $0 I have great and deep sympathy for the parents and the
survivors,” Vaughan sakd. "But It's simply not a sltuatlon that was caused by any of the defandants that
were dismissed In this cage."

Tanner, operator of the Tanner Gun Show, Washlngton and Hartmann had been accused by the famllies of
negllgence. Tanner's attorney couldn't be reached,

spedifically, the families accused Washington and Martmann of selling a shotgun to Klebold's prom dats,
Robyn Anderson, that was used in the attack on the school. Thay also accused Tannar of knowing that
uniawful gun sales were occurring at his show.

In dismissing the Castaido, Graves, Kirklin and Taylor sults, Babcock noted that the young men bad not
alleged that they were wounded by the shotgun sold by Washington and Hartrmann,

Babcock also found that blaming Tanner for the wounds suffered by Castaldo, Gravas, Kirklin and Taylor
"requlres connecting 'If . . . then . .. ' propositions which are spaculative at bast."

In the Shoels lawsult, Babcock found that no special relationship existed between Washington and
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Hartmann and etther those who bought the weapons or the victims. He also used the "If . . . then . . .
propasltlons” In diemissing that sult,

Babcock had earller dismissed the same five sults, and others, thet had been filed agalnst officlals at both
the Jeffarson County Sheriff's Office and the school district.

A slxth lawsult naming Tanner, Washington and Hartmann, which was filed by Injured Columbine student
Patrick Ireland, was not Included in Babcock's rulings.

Contact Kevin Vaughan at (303} 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNaws. com.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rlghts Resarved.
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Robinson: There's not much future In pursuing post-crime lawsults

Mwrch 21, 20032

A schoolyard shooting. A workplace rempage, Some dead. Many hurt, laaving the wounded and thelr
famllles with mountalns of medical bills, often a life sentence to depression and debt.

Who to blame? Who to sue? Who to pay?

From whem do victims of crime seek much-deservad compensation when the perpetrator heppeans to ba
Incarcerated, Insolvent, or even worse, Interrad?

How far does the law go In permltting post-crime claims that some Individual or entlty other than the
ciminal be held llable?

Not very far,

Crme victim clalrs fall into two genernl categories: that the target defendant elther "let” the crime
happen or "made” the criminal commit the crime. Nelther legal theory has fared all that well In our court
systerm,

A case In polnt are the numerous and sundry post-Columbine lawsults, which Include as defendants the
Jafferson County school district and sherlff's department, the parents of Dylan Klebold and Erlc Harrls,
three young peopla Involved In the acqulsition of firearms by Harrls and Kisbold, the menufacturer of an
anti-depressant, Luvox, which Harrls had been taking prior to the school massacre, and entertalnment
companles responsiblc for the production and distributlon of violent video games and motlon pictures,

Klebold and Harris are dead, leaving no one to pay the tab. The companies insuring thelr parants have
settled with most of the claimants, but what does the [aw require In order to impose liabliity on anyone

olge?

In theory, that those soupht to be held responsible have a jegally-recognized duty and abllity to pravent
the crime from taking place, coupled with a reasonably foresecable cause-and-effect relationship batween
the crime and what was done or not done In the past.

That "but, for" Inaction by the schoo! district or Jaw enforcement, or the taking of Luvox, or the viewing of
a vlolent movle, or the playlng of & videc game, Harrls and Klebold would not have declared open season
oh their classmates.

In practice, the Immediacy or proximity of the action or Inectlon blamed usuaily datarmines the outcome;
the longer ago It was that the criminal took the madication, or was laft at targe and not arrestad, the lass
likely It Is that anyone other than the actual criminal faces civil llabillty.

The more ramota the avent, the less foresesable the consequence. Since the law viaws criminal conduct
as an "Intarvening event” which breaks the chaln of causation, getting to a jury on such case Is a tall order
Indeed,

While Columbine parents sea a diract and immedlate ¢ause and effact between the Columblne shootings
and the fallure of the sharift's office to act on saveral complaints about Harrls made by the Brown family
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months before the shaoting, the law tends to view such inaction as meaningless "old news,"

Few judges would submlt to a jury any clalm requiring speculation as to what an Indlvidual bent on
erimlinal eonduct might have done had things gone differentty.

The Dave Sanders and Patrick Ireland lawsuits are the exceptions that prove the rule, Only whare the
police can be shown to be "dellberately Indiffarant” to the plight of the crime victim at the time of the
crima while thwarting rescue afforts, does such & case have & chanca.

Tha law dictates that the pollce cannot be sued for failing to prevent crimae, and that our schools are not
liable when they fall to protect students from the assaultive behavior of other students or even total
strangers.

Get ysed to It

Scott Robinson Is a Denver trial fawyer specializing In parsonal injury and criminal dafanse.

MORE ROBINSON COLUMNS »

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Reserved.
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Judge lets suit stand against gun
sellers

By The Assoclatad Praaa

Thursday, March 21, 2002 - A federal judge on Weadnasday dlsmlissed
rnost of the lawsults agatnst gun-show vendors accused of salling
weaapaons o the underage Columblne klllers,

But U.5. District Judge Lewls Babcock let stand a lawsult by the famllles
of four children kllled by shotgun fire, Thelr sult claims Ronald Frank
Hartmann of Colorado Springs sold a shotgun to Robyn Anderson and
that it was clear she was purchasing It for Erlc Harrls and Dylan
Klebold, the Columbine gunmen.

Anderson was 18, old enough to buy the shotgun legally.

Hertmann declined to comment Wednasday but previously has denled
any responslbillty for the shootings.

Hls lawyers did not return talaphone messages after business hours.

Priniable ¥lew
Empall a Copy of thix Article

Beturn to ton

All contents Copyright 2002 The Danvar Past or other copyright holdars. All rights
ressrved. This matarial may not be published, broadcast, rewrittan or radistributsd
for mny commarcial purpasa.
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Corrected Columblne dlagrams released

By Kevin Vaughan, News Sinff Writer
Murch 23, 2002

Jeffarson County authorltlas relessed naw Columbline crima-scene dlagrams Fridmy aftesr several months of
complaints from critics that earller verslons omitted kay evidanca, Including the body of one of the victims.

The mistakes occurred In Wasghington, D.C., where the ¢rime scena diagrams ware put on CD-ROM. A
computer oparator Inadvertently left off some "overlays™ of avidence cataloged at the scens, sald the FBI's
Mlke Castro,

"This 13 on the FBI, not the sherlfTs dapartmeant,” Castro said.

The diagrarms were complled by FBI agants who chronicled the scene at Columbine High School after the
April 20, 19399, attack by Eri¢c Harrls and Dylan Klahold.

Thay detall buliets, shall casings, the bodles of those who died and othar evidence,

But when the diagrams were raleasad last year on CD-ROM, some critlcs of the Jefferson County Sheriffs
Office quickly discovered one key discrepancy: The bady of Rachel Scott, who was gunned down outside
the school, was not Included.

Randy Brown, who has feuded with sherlff's officlals, photegraphed every section of the original paper
rmap, than compared those to the CD-ROM,

He found numerous pleces of evidence that were missing, and he and others Immediate|y questloned
whether the maps that had been released were camplste.

Brown, who had reported Harrizs and Klebold to sherlff's Investigators more than a year bafore Columblne,
guestloned the discrepancies before both & leglslative panel considering an Investigation and & task force
convenad to push for the release of records.

According to a Feb. 6 |etter from the FBI's Kelth DaVincentis to Kate Battan, the lead Columblne
Investigator, the maps of the school were created using scores of transparent gverlays, each of which
added more evidence. The diagram of tha upper sectlon of the school, for axample, Included 272 overlays.

Some of those overlays ware omitted, Castro aald.
The dlagram released Friday should rmatch the Jefferson County documaent.
"All tha Informatian here Is on that," Castro said.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Reserved.
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Columbine student loses claims agalnst cops

By Karan Abbott, Naws Staf! Writer
March 17, 2002

patrick Treland, the Columbline student who dragged himself out of & school [ibrary window while the warld
watched on TV, lost his clalms against |aw enforcement and school offictals Tuesday.

1.5. District Judge Lewls Babcock dismissed those clalms but lat stand anather against gun show operators
who sold & shotgun usad by the teens who attacked the high school.

Columbline sanlors Erlc Harrls and Dylan Klebold attacked thelr south Jeffarson County schaol April 20, 1999,
kliing 13 people and wounding more than 20 others -- Including Ireland -- before taking their own llvas,

Ireland's lawyera could not be reached Tuesday.

Babcock earlier let stand similar lewsults flled against Jafferson County Shariff's officials by the family of slaln
Columblre teacher Dave Sanders and two injured students. In those casas, the judge ssid, allegations that
the law enforcement authorltias wrongly falled to rescue Sanders and get prompt medical treatment for the
two students wera enough to overcome the offlcials’ usual Immunity from Imwsults.

But Ireland's case was different, the judge sald In & 45-page ruling.

Ireland was among students who wera I the school library when Harrls and Klebald attacked the school, A
teacher there, who also was shot, stayed on the telephone for about 20 minutes with a 911 dispatchar who
repeatedly told her that the students should stay put and that help was on the way.

But the llbrary, where mast of the murders happened and where Harris and Kiabold killed themsalves, whs
raached only hours later by law anforcement personnel.

Babcock sald Ireland's lawsuit did not claim that the sherlff's officlals kriaw he was in the llbrary, knew he was
injured, knew the extent of his injurles or stymled any afforts to rescue him,

Ir contrast, the judge sald, sutharlties knew for hours that Sanders was bleeding to daath In a classroom and
actively prevented other officers or private cltizens from rasculng him.

Babcock reiterated that Harris and Kjebold caused Iraland's injuries and that law enforcement and school
officlals could not have foreseen the attacks.

But Babcock left Intact Ireland's clalms agalnst gun show sallers Ronald Hartman and James Washington, who
allegedly sold &an 18-year-old girl & shatgun Klabold or Harrls used ta shoot Ireland.

Ireland alleged that the two man knew Klebold and Harris wers minors and that the girl was buying the gun
for them as an lllegal "straw purchesar,” and instructed Klebold In how to lilegally saw off the gun's barrel.

Babcock sald that clalm was enough to [ndicate the two men could be found lable in & trial,

Contact Karan Abbott at (303) 892-51 88 or abbottk@Rocky MountainNews. com.
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Narrower Columbine inquiry proposed

Victim's father worries wrong questions asked

By Michale Arnas and Lynh Bartals, Naws Staff Writars
March 18, 2002

A praposad legisiative Investigation of the Columblne shootings would focus on three speclfic questions, but
the father of @ victim worrles the wrong questions are being acked.

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, sald he plans to Introduce & pill Manday that would craate a legisiative panel to find
snswers to the guestions worded as follows:

¢ What can be learned from the law enforcament responsa on Aprll 20, 1999, In preparatlon for another
similer attack?

+ What can be learnad from the response to the complaint filad with the Jeffarson County Sherlff's Office
alteging that gunman Erc Harris was making death threats over the Internat?

* What can be learned In regard to destructive behavior axhiblted In the school environmant by the
perpatrators in the time leading up to the attack?

Lee chose to narrow the focus aftar & House committaa this maonth killed hig orlginal propasal for a leglsiative
Investigation. Lawmakers argued It was too broad and didn't define the Issues they ware to Investigate,

Brian Rohrbough, the father of Columbine victim Danlel Rohrbough, said he has problems with the three
guestions, which he sald were oddly worded,

*They don't address what the controversy of Calumblne is. The question that should be asked ls, do the police
hava an obligatlon to protect the students and the publle?™ ha said.

Rohrbough said ha found the third question, regarding so-called warming signs at Columbine about the
gunmen, unn&cessary because the schaool district had ¢onductad Its own raview. The district needs to be
prodded to release its report, he sald.

Lee sald he chose to begln each guestion with "What can ba learned . . ." because he wants what he called
pro-active nformatlon. "I just want the truth. [ want Information about what we can |earn from all of this.”

Bruce Beck, whose stepdaughter Lauren Townsand dled In the schogl ltbrary, sald he hoped the narrower
focus would make the proposal more amenable to lawmakers.

Like the last plan, Lea's new measure grants subpoena power to the leglslative panel, something no other
body looking into the worst schaol shooting In the U.S, has had.

But this time, Lee took the Idea farther end also gave tha paneal the abllity to grant Immunity to people who
tastify.

"With this proposal, there's really not much legal maneuvering or gamas that can be playad,” Lee sald,
"There's no reaseh not to come down and testify with this In place.”
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The cornmittee would be made up of thrae lawmakers from the Senate and threa from the Housa with an
equal number from both polltical parties. The panel would armploy attorneys to conduct the depositions and
praduce transcripts.

Tha lagislatlve panel would be required to lssue 8 report by Dec. 1 and would relaase all transcripts at that
tme.

Lee said the three guestions he has specified In the bill are attempts to fitin the "gaps" left by The Columbine
Revlew Commlssion, which was appointed by Gav. Bil Owens and chalred by former Colorado Chief Justice
Willlam Erickson.

The comrnission investigated the Columbine attacks but \acked power to force testimony. For example,
Jafferson County Sharlff John Stone rafuged to testify an the advice of his lawyers, who ware concernad about
civl lawsults.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. Al Rights Reserved.
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Jaffco rips Columbine kin
Official accuses some of 're-victimizing' by asking lawmakers to investigate slayings

By Julls Poppen, Nows Staff Writer
March 28, 2002

The Jeffarson County attornay's office Thursday accused a minority of Columblna victims' famliies of "re-
vlctimizing™ peaple by pursuing a leglsiatlve Inguiry Into the 1999 massacre.

"Thay end up re-victimizing and reopaning many, many amational wounds for not just other victims' families
and victims but for other gtudents of Columbine, for the community, for the county, for the state and for the
country," sald John Masgsan, spokesmen for county attornay B Tuthill,

"When you get down to It, Erle Harrls and Dylan Klebold are the killers and nothing 1s golng to change that
fact.”

A bl to be introduced Monday by Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, would create 2 laglsiative panel to find out what
can be leamed from: the law enforcement response to Columbinae; complalints filed with the sheriff's office
alleging that Harris was making death thrests over the Internat; and the degtructive behavior by Harris and
¥labold leading up to the attack.

A House commlttee earlier this month Kkilled Lee's original proposal for a laglsiatlve Investigation, clalming it
was too broad. Jefferson County officials also opposed that varsion.

The new measure would grant subposna power ta the leglslative panel and grant Immunity to peopla who
testifled. Lee said his alm Is t© fill what he saes as gaps In the Columbine Review Commlssion report. That
commlssion lacked subpoena POWEr.

"No one disagraes there ara |agsohs to be laarnad, but the lessons to be |earned are out there," Masson said,
clting several reports that outline In detall how to prevent or derall a future Columblnellke sttack.

Furthaermore, Masson sald the rules of engagement ware followed by Jeffarson County law enforcement
officials during the attack. Those rules were ravised by june 1999 by the National Tactical Offlcers Assoclatlon
to reflect a situatlon llke Columbline.

Those rules ware incorporated Into Jafferson County's rapld rasponge,” Masson sald. "It there was another
Calumbine Incident in Jefferson County It would be handled under that new procedure.”

Maszon sald glving legislators gubpo&hna power sets & "dangerous precedent.”

It can diminish the role of our judicial system," Masgon gaid. "with many of those people running for re-
elaction, the potentlal for & clrcus strmosphere |3 Immense.”
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