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Daputy denles famlly's claim In Columbine sult

Arspahoe officer 'never In position' to see If cop shot Danlel Rohrbough
By Tlilla Fong, Naws Baif YWritar

Arapahor County Deputy Jm Tayler said Mondey that he was not In & posltion to sas whather & police officer shot a student during the
Columblinw tragady.

The statement came in & press relesge ssund by the Arapahos County Sherff's Office. Taylor was disputing allegstions mude last waok by
tha famliy of Celumblne victim Dantal Rohrbough.

*Ampahos County Sherif's Deputy Jim Taylor was navar an the south/weat partion of Columbine High School an Aprl 20, 1999, and ax a
rasult wac never In s position to witnaxs or hear 8 waepon being fired frorm that lacation,” read the staternent.

"Deputy Taylor never hanrd any gun shatx on April 20th and never saw any decensed victlms on Apdl 20th.”

Leat waak, victime' famlllee filad additlonal clalms In thelr fedaral sult againgt taw enforcamant officlals. The flling Idantiflad Denver Sgt.
Danle| O'Sher ag the offcer the Rebrbaugh famlly bellavas shot thelr son.

The court dacurnants also named two wimesses whe ailagedly saw Danlel Rohrbough during the rampags.

"Daputy Taylar spacifically rermembars that when he Inltialty arrdvad In the lawer studant parking lot 8 Denver polica officer was thars
gsomawhaere to ks (aft, and ha ramembars hearing the sound of machine pun fire {Sargaant Q'Shea was firing & submachine gun},” wrote

vicime' attorney Barry Armington,

"Deputy Taylor saw & bay (whom he |ater was mbla to Idantify as Danlel Rohrbough) running at & fast ¢rot down the atdewalic with & group
of children, and he saw thix boy get shot and drop to the ground,® the filing sald.

Arapahos County Sherlff Pat Sulllvan declined to eleborate gn the press relasss Manday night.

"It's self-avident,™ he sald,

Nelther Taylar nor anlal Rehrbough's fathar, Brinn Roghrbough, coutd he reachad for comment Monday night.
Tnm Rohrbough sult 1s amang slght thrown out by a federal judgae in November, The dismizssis are being appualad.

Tha lawsults by those kllled or wounded st Columbine claim law snforcamant and gehaol officlalx should have headad waming signs bafars
the rampage and that thay bungled the response to the shootings.

Tha parents of slaln studant Isalah Shoals filed a supplamantary maotlon Monday meking a fecaral judge to sdmit tha journal of kilier Erle
Hemie Into evidence and reconsider an sarler denlal of @ mation for muthorities te turn aver avidencs.,

Tha Ausoclated Prass contributad to this ropor.
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Columbine parents seek federal probe

Tha Associated Press

LITTLETON - The parents of four students slaln at Columbine
High 5chool called for a faderal Investigation Wednesday [nte
the 1999 massacre, saying a police officer accidentailty shot one
of the victims and authoritles tried to cover It up.

Brian Rohrbough called a news conference to bolster his claim
that Arapahoe County Deputy Jim Taylor saw hls son, Daniel,
get shot.

In & court motion filed last week, Rohrbough named Denver
police Sgt. Dan 0'Shea as the person who shot his soh, based
partly on statements attributed to Taylor.

Taylor and Arapahoa County Sheriff Pat Sulllvan have denled
Taylar saw the shooting.

Rohrbough played a tape recording Wednesday he sald was
Taylor saylng he saw about two dozen students running out of
the school and then saw a boy fall. The man Identified as
Taylor recognized the boy as Danlel Rohrbough through a
photo in & newspaper the next day.

The recording was made without Taylor's knowledge 11 months
after the shootings during dinner and & movie with Danlel
Rohrbough's mother and stepfather, Sue and Rich Petrone,
longtime frlands of Taylor's.

Rohrbough and the parents of Lauren Townsend, Kally Fleming
and Matthew Kechter sald Taylor's recent denlal he withessed
the shooting, coupled with testimony by a school administrator
who sald Q'Shea told her ha might have shot a student,
suggests a cover-up by authoritles.

Authorltles have denled a cover-up.
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Tape goints to cop's 'lle’,
says Columbine mom

Famillies want federal grand jury to
Investigate shootings, get to truth

By Kevin Vaughan, Naws Stafi Writer

Four Columbline families on Wednesday
called for a federal Investigation Into the
school tragedy after playing tape
recordings that seamed to contradict the
statements thls week of a law officer at
the scene,

The latest dispute revolves around
Arapahoe County sheriff's deputy Jim
Taylor, who contended this week that he
never told the family of Danlel
Rohrbough that he saw the boy dle
outslde the school and that he did mat
see anyone gat shot on April 20, 1999,

"For him now to come out and say he
never sald any of thase things and he
never withessed any of thase things is a
baid-faced lle," Stie Petrone, Danlel
Robrbough's mother, sald after playing
the recordings.
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Gun Patrona, mother of
Columinne shooting victim
Canial Rohrbough, talks
abaut A tape recrrding of
Arepuehos County deputy Jim
Tayfor that she and hor mx-
husband, B-un Rehrbough,
Iaft, rulmased Wadnuaday

RELATED STORIES
Littwin: Talw of the tape
Inads Rohrbough to
torribla place

edltorial: High time for o
grand jury

RELATED LINKS
Audio: Canversations
batweaan Sue and Rich
Potrona mnd JIm and
Fam Taylor (4:44)

5he and other family members asked that a federal grand jury be
convened to look Into Columbineg, the worst school shooting In 1.5,

hlatory.

Taylor, who Is on adrministrative leave while Arapahoe County
sherlff's officlals investigate the matter, could not be reached

Wednesday for comment.

Taylor's Invelvement In the Columbine tragedy came to light on Dec.
26 when Rohrbough's family filed papers In fedaral court naming

A1 /02 /0007
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Denver police Sgt. Dan O'Shea as his killer. Robrbough's family had
long alleged that a law officer -- not Columbline klllers Erlc Harrls or
Dylan Klabold - had fired tha buflet that kllled the 15-year-old, but
they hadn't narmed anyons untll last week,

O'Shea has denled the allegation. Jefferson County sheriff's officlats
malntain that Danlel was killed in the first moments of the attack by
Harris or Klebold before law officers arrived at tha scene.

The papers were flled a5 the Rohrboughs and the familles of four
other students who dled at Columbine tried to ravive their lawsuylts
against Jeffarson County authorities, which had bemn dismissed a
rmanth before,

In the papers, the famliles ettributed statements made to them by
Taylor as part of the basis for naming Q'Shea In the lawsult.

On Monday, Arapahos County Sherlff Pat Sullivan disputed the
account In the lawsult, Issulng & prass release that conte=nded Taylor
had glven a written statement In which he danled sven belng on the
south slde of the school -- where Rohrbough died -- on Aprii 20,
1999,

Wednesday efternoon, Rohrbough's parents held a prass conference
and played sections of an audlotape they said was made In aarly
2000. The tepe was made at the home of Rohrbough's mother and
step-father, Sue and Rich Petrone, and they and other famlly
membars sald the othaer voices on the recording belong to Taylor and
his wife, Pam Tavlor.

"What I seen was a boy coming down the sidewalk you know, kind of
running, you know, a fast trot, but there was 20 or 30 other kids
around, you know, I don't even know the

numiber,” Jim Taylor reportedly sald In one sectlon of tha tape. "Thay
were just running in mass chaos and I se&n a boy drop and that's. .
-and that's. . .I don't know who It was.”

Rich Petrone then asked if tha boy was Daniel.

"It was Dan,"” the volce sald to be the deputy's replled, "and I didn't
know that untll I s=en the photo the next maorning in the newspaper
that It was the boy that I seen.”

The first time Rohrbaugh's family knew for certaln that he had dled
was on April 21, 1999, when they saw a photograph In the Rocky
Mauntain News taken from a helicopter that showed the boy's body
an a sldawelk, Up to that palnt, they feared the warst becayse
Danial hadn't come home, but they had not besp told by any
authorftles that he had died.

Alsg on the tape presented Wednesday, the volce sald to be Taylor's
can be heard talking about pulling Into the Colurmblne parking lot.

"Klds were running out of the buliding and you know, you could hear
glass breaking, you could see kids running averywhere and that's
when I see the boy coming down the sidewalk you know, and I see

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drrmn/columbine/article/0 1799 IRMN 106 G781 01 /02 Mann
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him just fall down. That's the first thing I tald Pam was that, you
know, I sean same kid get shot.”

At that point, according to the tape, Pam Taylor interjected: "He did,
no kldding, he walked in that night end he says, 'I just, I'l never get
rid of this,' he goes, 'sealng this.' And he sald, 'This kld reminded me
of (our son}." ™

On enather sactlon of tape, Nm Taylor sald he remembered "a
Denvear cop or a Lakewood cop off to my left-hand side."

Taylor |ater sald his commanders were calling him to get to the east
slde of the bullding, so he went aver thera.

Sue Petrone sald Taylor probably did not know that he was baing
recorded when the conversatlon occurred at her kitchen tabie. She
and other famlly members sald they began routinely taping their
caonversations with officlals after baing lled to by Investigators.

At the press conference, two Arapahoe County officials handed out
copies of Taylor's four-page, handwrltten statement, which was
made on Monday.

In It, he $aid he told Rohrbough's family only what he had seen an
television or In the newspaper,

"Regarding belng a witness to the Columblng shooting and standing
next to a Denver offlcer whila he shot (that' Is nat trus) the only
things that were stated to Rohrbough famlly by me was seen on TV
or reported In the newspaper,” the statement said, "I'm sorry for
thelr loss. It Is not true that I saw Danlel Rohrbough get shot or any
other parson."

Rehrbough's father, Bran Rohrbough, sald Taylor told him
essantially the same story the day after Columbline.

"Jim was visibly shaken,” Rohrbough said. "There was really no
doubt in my mind that he haliaved what he sald.

"We're providing this tepe to prove that we not only had the meating
but that this evidence is credlble.”

Jim Taylor was a longtime frlend of the Rohrbough famlily who
babysat Darlel when he was a yaung boy.

Sullivan sald he hopes to meet wlth the Rohrbough family and listen
to a copy of the entire canversation,

"We're very Interested In the context of sach of those statemeants
and what reaily wes golng on thare," Sullivan sald.

Taylor, he sald, |s the subject of an Internal affairs investigation that
will be focused on determining what he sald In the statemant on
Manday and whethar it 1 contradicted by the tape recordings.

Taylor has been with the Arapahoe County Sheriff's Dapartrment

http:/vrww Tock vmountainnews. comy/drmn/columbine/article/0 1799 DRYMM 106 97R12 01/0%/5003
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Office since 1988,
"He's & very good deputy,” Sullvan said.

On hand with the Rohrbough family at Wednesday's press
conference were parants of three other students who were sialn at
Columblne: Lauren Townsend's mother and step-father, Dawn Anna
and Bruce Beck; Kally Flaming's father, Don Fleming; and Matt
Kechter's father, Jo& Kechtar,

They are all part of the Rohrbough lawsult, which alleges, among
other things, that Jefferson County sherlff's officials didn't do enocugh
to Investigate a March 1998 raport that Erle Harris was buliding
bombs and threatening mass death and that they didn't do enough
an April 20, 1999, to save students at the school.

"The rest of us, we're looking for the truth,” Don Fieming sald. "We
want to find out what happened that day.”

Dawn Anna sald she ballavas s federal Investigation Is tha only way
to get answers.

"I've reached my limit," she said, "I've never askad for anything but
the truth. I'm stlll waiting for It.

"I dropped my deughtar off at school on April 20, The next time 1
saw her, five days later, I dldn't avan recognlze her."

Contact Kevin Vaughan st (303) 882-501% or
vaughankpRockyMountainNews.com.
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Littwin: Tale of the tape
leads Rohrbough to terrible
place

If you've got Columbine

h fatigue -- and, let's face It,
g many people do -- just
think how tired Brlan
Rohrbough must be.

| Rohrbough I3 standing
before the cameras again.
He Is complalning of a police cover-up --
always a new cover-up -- agaln. He Is
asking for the truth of how hls son Danlel
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He Is tired of what he says are lies, He g
tired of belng doubted. He |5 tired of
having to make his case. Agaln. And
again. And again.

Click have to hide yssr
gemments In the
Tuturs

Which brings us to the tale of the tape. And tha terrlble place this
tape takes Brlan Rohrbough.

At a news conference Wednesday, Rohrbough and his ex-wife, Sue
Petrone, play an audlotape In which Jim Taylor -- an old frlend and
an Arapahoe County deputy sherlff who was an the scene at
Columbine -- Is apparently saylng he saw thelr son shot In front of
the gchoal.

The tape Ix slignificant for a few reasons.

One, according to every offlclal Columbine timaline, alt the victims
who were killad outside the school were shot before any police
arrived.

Two, Taylor had just written a statement denying he had ever told
Petrone he had se=n ber son shot or had even bean on that side of
the schoaol.
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Three, well, can you spot a trand hera? It has come to the polnt that
Rohrbough and Petrone, naither of whom resernbles Richard Nixon,
now secretly tape everyone who talks to them. Meanwhile, Taylor
has been placed on administrative leave as Arapahge County Sher|ff
Pat Sullivan, who had defended Taylor, Investigates furthar.

Investtgating further seems to be the operatlve phrase, even as the
El Paso County sheriff has now been called In to Investigate whether
Denver palice Sgt. Danlel O'Shea or any other police officer shot
Rohrbough. Of course, If this 15 yet another Investigation without
subpoena powar -- and excuse the legal terminology -- you shouldn't
hold your breath.

That's what Rohrbough |5 doing, though, as he tries to get his
casa, recently rejected In federal court, relnstated. That's what he's
dolng a5 we hear calls for a federal grand jury.

Once upon a time, the case seemed $o stralghtforward. Two
psychopaths killed 12 classmates, a teacher mrnd themselves, Thelr
only regret, wa can safely Infer, Is that they didn't kill more people.
The only puzzle was why, not how,

As for the authorities on the scene, they found themselvas In a
chaotic sltuation that no one could have reasonably anticipated. If
there were rmistakes -- and everyone agrees now there were —- [t
was bacause, glven the situation, there had to be mistakes.

It seems simple anough.

But If It's 50 straightforward, Rohrbough has been asking for so long
now, why has the officlal reaction -- personifled by Jefferson County
Sheriff John Stone -- been 30 twisted?

There have been mistakes. There have been, uh, misstatements,
which Rohrbough prefers to call "bald-faced lias" and of which he
lists 25 in his lawsult. Thers |s Infarmatlon that took time to surface
-- and this Is my favorite -- such es the 1998 draft warrant to gearch
Harrls' home that the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office hadn't
bothered to mentlon.

You gst the Idaa. I don't know If Brian Rohrbough Is right that
0'Shee or some other police officer Inadvertently shot his son that
day. But I know If you're inclined to belleve In consplracles, the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Offlce Is there for you. And now two other
police agencles have officers belng questioned.

Rohrbough has a theory to offer that is almost too ghastly to
conslder. He belleves — "It's just speculation,” he says -- that an
officer shot his son, and It wes at that polnt that the police pulled
back the perimeter to deal with that sltuation.

Here's his theory: "During the ensulng minutes, they let peaple in
the llbrary be slaughtered. They know what was going on and they
pulled everyone out. Now that's just a theory."

When I ask what posslble motive there could be for allowing a
slaughter, he says, "I think the reason Dan's has been coverad up Is

Page 2 of 3
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becauge It speaks to something worse happening than just Dan.
That's the only reason I look for thaarles. I should say, tog, we're
talking thearies, but only bacause we've baen denled the facts. . . .
I'm happy to not be correct in this, 1 would much prefer to rot ba
right that the people in the library were sacrificed. I would rather
think that nothing could have baen done to help themn, but I know
that's not true.”

Actually, he can't be sure of that. All he can know for sure is that,
after all this time and after all the Investigations, It stlll Isn't clear
what the truth is.

Mike Littwin's column appears Tuasday, Thursday and Saturday, Call
him at (303) 892-5428 or e-mall him at
itwinm@rockymountalnnaws.com.
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Suthers will be requasted In case

By Barry Bortnick The Gazetts

DENVER - Colorado's U.S. attorney may have to entar the
Columbline fray.

An attormey representing the family of a boy kllled during the
1999 high school massacre wlill formally request e federal grand
jury Investigation Into clalms a Denver police officer accldentally
killed Dantel Rohrbough.

Lakawond attorney Barry Arrington sald he will make an official
request of U.5. Attorney John Suthers by Monday.

"I hope the letter |5 recelved favorably,” Arrington sald
Thursday. "John Suthars is a fair man."

; J Suthers’ spokesman, Jeff Dorschner, sald the U.S. Attornay's
244 Offlce wlll not devote resources to a probs unless there was "a

regsoneble beliaf that a faderal cime had been committed.”

Parmn Russeall, spokeswoman for Jaffearson County District
Attorney Dave Thomas, sald thare is no new avidence for a
grand jury to review.

"You have to belleve there was criminal conduct to convene a
grand jury,” she sald. "Wa have no raason to belleve there was
anything criminal that took place during tha Investigation.”

Within Hours, Gov. Blll Owens urged Thomas to reconsider.

"A grand jury investigation may ba helpful In rasclving the
continuing controverstas surrounding Columblne,” he said In a
written staternent.

Owens said he will not revive the commission he eppointed to
review Columbine.

Arrington sald the Columbine tragedy falls within federal
bounds bacause It deals with an alleged consplracy to conceal
14th Amendment viotations.

"Deprivation of life Is & violatlon of the Constitution,” Arrlngton
sald.

"We allege that through recklessness Daniel Rohrbough was
killed and other students were allowed to be killad."

The parents of four students slaln at Columbine High School
called for a federal Investigation Wednesday, saying 8 Denver
pollce offlcer accldentally shot Daniel.

The famllles also alleged the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office
tried to cover up the truth bahind the teen’'s death, Thay have
yet to make a formal request for an Investigation,

http://gazette.wow.mhe.viapointe.com/stories/0104loc1a.php?section=1
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In a court motion flied last weelk, Danlal's father, Brian
Rohrbough, named Denver pollce Sgt. Dan QO'Shea as the
person who shot his son. Q'Shea has denled Involvemaent.

Rohrbough bolstered his claims by releasing statements
allagadly made by an Arapahoe County sherlff's deputy, who
reportedly indicated Danlel died from frlendly fire. The allaged
statements were captured during a tape-recorded conversatlon
hetd 11 months after the shooting.

Jim Taylor, the Arepahoe County deputy, has denled seelng the
shaoting.

Rohrbough wants the faderal Investigation desplte an
indapendant investigation Into Danlel's death by the El Paso
County Sherlff's Office at the request of Jeffarson County
Sherlff John Stone.

Rohrbough called the El Paso County Investigation a waste of
time.

The ASSDCIEtEd Press contributed to this stor‘y

Copyrlght 2001 The Guzutte a Freadom Cummunlcutlonﬂ, Inc Cnmpnny AII rights rusarved Cuntuct
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ek 1
quicic facts El Paso County will conduct a criminal Investigation Into who

markat place shot a Columbine High School student, Sherdff John Anderson

asgified 5
caresrs lcmupmﬁ sald Thursday. e “
real estate | auto  "If the allegations prove true, there may be a criminal charge,” .1

print ads online A nderson told county commissloners, saying the Investigation - e
i‘,«‘.»';'.'i.'mff.!'.’fmt‘?fh'my' will not be a significant drain on department resources. T
3 His commaents came during a County Commisslon meeting In NI

;  which he explained how he'll handle the Investigation of HOi

allegations a police officer shot Danlel Rohrbough and Jefferson CONNE

7 County Sharlff John Stone concealed evidence of the shooting.

' The 15-year-old dled during the massacre on Aprii 20, 1999, In
which 12 students and a teacher diad. Students Dylan Klebold
and Eric Harrls killed themsalveas after carrying out the assault.

Brian Rohrbough, who alleged In a lawsult the Jefferson County
Sherlff's Office has covered up the invastigation, says hls son
was shot by a Denver SWAT offlcer,

On Wednesday, he played for reporters & tapa recording he
sald contalns the voice of an Arapahoe County deputy glving an
ayewltness account. The officer Issuad a statement Wednesday
denylng he saw the shooting.

Anderson agreed to investigate at Stone's request Dec. 28.

On Monday, Anderson's spokeswornan Lt. Mellssa Hartman sald
four to five officars will work the case full time for two to three
months, slowlng progress on |local cases. Travel costs - not staff
time - wlil be pald by Jefferson County, she sald.

On Thursday, Anderson sald there had been a
"misunderstanding.” He sald deputles won't work full time.

Anderson and four or flve other peopie wlill, "in addition to our
other responslibllities, have a few trips to Danver to look at the
case, the crirme scane data, photographs, autopsy reports,
Informatlon that's avallable strictly releted to the one student's
death and the one officer and any allegations of this potentlal
cover-up,” he said.

"Untll we actually get that data In front of us, it's golng to be
difflcult to determine the extent of the Investigation," he sald.

"In the next two to three weelks working part time with a
handful of people to sift through that data, we'll have a pretty
good understanding of what the physlcal avidence and facts

hitp://gazette. wow.mhe.viapointe com/stories/01 04loc1.php?section=1 01/04/2002



show."

He sald investigators will go to Denver B few times to conduct
three to flve Interviews with officers Involved. He also may hire
an "outside independent laboratory” to analyze balllstics
avidenca.

Anderson assured commissioners local cases will not take a
bmck seat.

"This Is not golng to be anything that's going to be arduous for
this office," he sald. "It's not something that's golng to have a
negative Impact to our constituency here. These Investigators
and myself are not going to be resssignad for the next three
months to nothing else.”

One of three outcomes are possible, he sald: The officer fired
the fatal shot, did not fire the shot or the avidence doesn't
support elthar optlon.

Anderson's report will go to the Jeffarson County District
Attorney's Office, as requested by Stone, The district attorney
will decide whether to file criminal charges.

Anderson told comrnissloners such halp ts "not uncommon”
under mutual aid agreements among sherlffs.

The cost, he sald, will be minimal, less than El Paso County's
ald to Teller County & ysar ago for the Texas Seven's capture,
which required asslgnment of 24 deputles for 48 hours, and to
Fremont County In September when the county's SWAT team
was deployad to help hunt for a deputy's killers.

Coarnmissloner Tom Huffrman sald he had "full falth” In Anderson
and his department.

Commlssloner Jer| Howells asked the sherdff to provide details
of recent mutual aid expenses.

"I'm not saying we shouldn't do It, but .., perhaps It would
make sense In the future to know what It does add up to, dollar
and cants wise,"

Commisslonar Chuck Brown said getting Involved In such a
high-proflla case Is a no-win sltuation, glven all the varlous
interasts Involved.

Anderson promised not to be "sucked into (a) guagmire” of
publiclty but rather conduct an Indepandent Investigation with
credlble resu!ts

Us.
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Autopsy of Klebold stays sealed

News had appealed Judge's earller ruling
By News Stafr

A judge hes denled a petltion by the Rocky Mountain News to make public the entire autepsy report for
Columbine High kilier Dylan Klebald.

The four-page ruling by District Judge R. Broake Jackson found that publication of details of Klebold's
autopsy would offend o slgnificant portlon of the population In the Denver ares,

The News had originally sought the autopsy reports for Klebold and hls partner, Eric Harts, after a judge In
1899 sealed all of the autopsy reports in the Columbine tragedy.

After the News appealed, Harrls' report was released. However, Klebold's famlly objected to the release of
hiz autopsy report, and the Issue has been In court since,

The News has sought the autopsy report a5 a way to answer lingering quastlons about whather Klebold
killed himself. Although that was the official ruling, some evidence released In the past year appears to
contradict that finding.

In his rullng, Jackson found that Klebold's parents, Tom and Sue Klebold, were "part of the group” of
surviving famlly rmermbers,

"Whether or not one considers therm blameworthy for the actions of thelr son -- a quastion on which I
axprass no oplhisn -- they are parents who have lost a child," Jackson wrote, "They are perents whose
llves were shattered on Aprll 20, 1999. And, they are parents who state through counse! that they wlll ba
terrbly hurt If the graphic detalis of thelr son’s autopsy are published In the Aews or on the Internat or
elsewhere,”

John Tample, publisher and edltor of the News, sald he was disappolnted by the ruling.

"It's obvious from recent events how many quastlons remaln unanswered In the Columbine case," he said.
"We regrat that the judge does not belleve In the heallng power of our sunshine taws."

January 4, 2002
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Students there when Rohrbough shot

Witness statements point to Klebold, Harris as killers
By Hactor Qutlarrez, News Btaff Wrltar

Threa Columbine students who gave original witness statements to authortles strongly Indicate that It was
klllers Erlc Harrls and Dylan Klabold who shot and killed Danisl Rohrbough.

The students, Sean Graves, Lance Kirklin and Mark Willlam Opfer, toid Investigators several days after the
April 20, 1999, massacre they ware standing near Rohrbough, 15, whan he was gunned down outslde the
school. Kirklin and Graves also were serlously wounded during the attack.

Although thelr accounts had minor discrepanclas, the thres students sald It was Kisbold and Harrig, clad In
black trench coats, who spotted them outslde and then opened fire on them.

Brian Rohrbough, Danlel's father, has argued that the youngsters were undergolng a horrific trauma and
that thelr recollection of events may not be reliabis,

Opfer told the FBI he was walking next to Rohrbough and golng to the llbrary on the outside stalrcase,
horthwest of the cafeterls, when he saw two men at the top of the statrs weaarlng trench coats. He
described one as standing about & feet, 4 Inchas, and the othear about 5 faet, B Inches,

Klebold was the taller of the two killers.

"The shorter parson began firing the pistol down the stalrs,” docurnents quote Opfer &% sayling. Inciuded In
the narratlve: "Opfer turned to speak to Rahrbough, who then looked at him strangely and fall down
screaming. Opfer realfzed Rohrbough had been shot, so he ran down the stalrs and Inte the southwest
entrance to the cafeterla, | "

Opfer escaped unharmad.
He could not be reached for comment Thuraday.

Kirklin and Graves told investigators they were with Rohrbough and other students In the cateteria when
the three declded to go outside and walk up the hlll.

According to Graves, he told Investigators he saw the klllers stending "side by side at the top near the
corner of the library,”

"The short guy was on my right," Graves told fnvestigators. "They polnted thelr guns at us. The tall one
shot first, at Dan and he (Dan} yelled. Dan slipped and fell and I can not remember what happened to Dan
after that. . .”

Mike Graves, Sean's father, said Thursday hls son and family plan to cooperata fully with Investigators
from the El Paso County Sherlff's Office, which Is conducting an Independent probe of whethar Denvar
police Sgt, Danlel O'Shea killed Rohrbough.

However, Mike Graves said, "Sean's statements appear to Indlcate it was one of the {assallants who shot

http://www rockymountainnews.com/cr/eda/article_.../1,1250,DRMN_106_929369,00.htm  01/04/2002



Rohrbough.)

An Investigator's Intarview with Kirklin stated that "at the very top of the stalrs he observed an indlvidual
In dark clothes, silhouetted by the daylight, at which time he observed the gunman turn and polnt the gun
in thetr direction, at which time Rahrbough began to fall, at whlch time he {Kirklin} attempted to catch him
and fett himsalf belng shot."

Kirklln couldn't be reached Thursday for comment.

Walter L. Gerash, a lawyer represanting the Kirklin and Graveas familias, sald his cllents' cases hayve more
to do with the Jafferson County Sheriff's Office's handling of the events pricr to the Columbine massacre,

"It's what we call shocking the consclence,” Gerash said. "Negilgance won't do it. Our posltion In the
pleadings is concentrated to the 13 months prior."

January 4, 2002
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Columbine lawyers want federal probe

By Karen Abbokt, Naws Staff Writer

Colorado U.S. Attorney Jobn Suthers sald Thursday that no one has
asked him to start a faderal grend jury Invastigation of charges that
Jaffersan County sherlft's offictals have llad about the Columbine
shodtings.

But several lawyers for Columbline famlites sald a federal probe Is the
only way to find the truth and they're galng to ask Suthers to start
one,

"I am golng to flle a formal reguest with John Suthers, to inltlate a
faderal grand jury Investigation," Barry Arrington, who rapresents
the famlly of slaln Colurnbina student Daniel Rohrbough, sald
Thursday.

The Rohrbough famlly has alleged that &8 Denver police officer shot
thelr son to death in the chaos outside Calumbline High School. They
have accused Jefferson County sheriff's officlals of covering up what
reaslly happened.

Suthers also sald, In a statement Issued through a spokesman,
"Before davoting resources we need to have & reasonable hellef that
a federal crime has been committed.”

Arrington sald he has grounds. "The bacsls for that Is the daprivation
of congtitutional rights. . .and the covar-up of that,” he sald.

Arrington aiso represents seversl other Columbine families who have
sald they are frustrated In thelr quest to know what really happened
at Cotumblne High School on April 20, 1999, and In the activitles of
killers Dylan Klebald and Eric Harris durlng the 13 months before the
shootings.

Danvar U.5, Dlstrict Judge Lewis Babcock dismissad several famllles'
lewsults against law enforcement and school officlals in November,
ruling that the families had not provided evidance that the officials
acted egreglously enough to overcame thelr legal Immunlty from
lawsults,

hitp://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/columbi.../0,1299,DRMN 106 929342,00.htm  01/04/2002



But the famllies say newly public allegations -- about how Danje!
Rohrbough was shot and how Herrls wrote detalled plans in a dlary
manths before the shootings, among other things -- do provide the
required evidence,

They have asked Babcock to reconsider.

Arrington said a grand jury's subpoena power, and Its abllity to put
witnesses under oath, Is the only way the famllles will obtain the
truth.

Two other lawyers for Columbine families agraed.

"Theay {sheriff's officlals) have heen hlding evidence not just on the
Rehrrough shooting, but an the 13 months that these two kida,
Kiebold and Harrls, were making threats, bullding bombs, exploding
bombs," sald Walter Gerash,

Attorney Stephen Wahlberg said, "I strongly feel that the Rohrbough
famlly, and other famllles -- we, ag paople -- nead to know what
happened hara,”

January 4, 2002
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Klebolds want Jeffco sherlff to turn over son's clothes

By Karan Abbott, News Staff Writer

Dylan Klebold's parents are fighting In court for thelr son's clothes, Including the black trenchrost he wore
at Columbine High School on Aprll 20, 1999,

Klebald and fellow teen gunman Eric Harris took thelr own lives that day In the school library after killing
12 students and a teacher and wounding more than 20 other people.

One judge already has ruled that Jefferson County sherlff"s officials should keep Klebold's clothing and
certaln of his writings and drawings. The Klebolds have asked the Colorado Court of Appeals to overrula
Jefferson County District Judge Brooke Jackson.

Sherlff's officlals contend the clothing and the writings and drawings were used In the commlaslon of a
crime. By law, that means law anforcement officlals can keep them, they argua.

The writings Include drawings of bombs, weaponry and planning notes for the attack with hand slgnals the
two teens could use during the attack, sheriffs officials contend.

Thay also argue that the clothing helps corroborate the identificatlon of Klebold by witnesses, and that
some ltems of clothing were used to carry or hide weapons.

The black trenchcoat, for example, hid firearms as Klebold entarad the school, and he tucked exploslves
and ammunitlon In his pants, belt and suspendars, sherff's officials sald in court documents.

The glove Klebold wore on his left hand had Its fingertips cut off to make It eagler to handle weapons, they
sald.

But Klebold's parents describe the writings as thelr son's journats, his math homework and his "doodling.”

"They are mostly innocent writings of a teen-age boy, Including hemework and drewlngs,” they sald In
court documents,

"The crime was not committed with writings but with guns and buliets,” thay sald.

And they called the purported need for their son's clothing to corroborate witnesses' |dentlfication an
"absurdity,

"There Is no one to 'ldentlfy,' " they said.

Besides the trenchcoat and papers, sherlff"s officlals have kept Klebold's black boots, baseball cap, black
pants, belt, black t-shirt and black suspenders, Thay have returned to Klebold's parants his white socks,
blue plald boxer shorts and samples of his halr, among other things.

Contact Karen Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abbottk@RockyMountainNews.com.
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Owens calls for Columbine grand jury

Govemor recormmends that county attarney convens speclal panel
By John Sanko und Charlle Brannan, News Staff Writers
Gov. Blll Owens Thursday called for & grand jury Investigation Into the Columbine High School shoatings.

The governor, who Impaneled his own stete commission to revlew the 1999 tragedy, sald Jafferson County
District Attorney Dave Thomas should convenea & grand jury on Columbline.

"I think Dave Thomas should re-examine his earller declslon not to call a grand jury,” Owens told a
meeting of Rocky Mountalin News editors and edltorlal writers.

The governor's comments came the day after four victims' famllles called for & federal probe Into the mass
shootings and local isw #nforcement's response.

Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas has not ruled out copvening a grand jury, his
spokeswoman, Pam Russell, sald. "We are still open.’

New questlons have come to light aver the shooting of 15-year-old Danlel Rohrbough and whethar ha
might have bean gunned down accidentally by a Danver pollca officer rather than Columbine killers Eric
Harrls or Dylan Klabold.

Rohrbough's famlly claimed In federal court filings last month that Denver Pollce Sgt. Dan 'Shea shot
thelr sont durlng the emergency response to the Aprl 28, 1999, massacre of 12 students and teacher Dave
Sanders,

Although tnvestigators Inslst witnesses saw the two killers shoot the boy early In the attack, the Rohrbough
family released & tape recording Wadnesday they sald was Arapahos County Sherlff's Deputy Jim Taylor
saylng thelr son was shot while fleaing the school,

"If he (Taylor) Is lylng, It's going to forever cloud the results of basically a pretty In-depth study,” Owens
sald.

"I think subpoana powers might be helpful," Owens addaed. "I think Dave Thomas is probably reconsidaring
his declslon of last March, which came before a number of these (new) allegations had been made."

Barry Arrington, the attorney representing five victirn families Including the Rohrboughs, sald a Jefferson
County grand jury Investigation "would be wonderful.

"Dave Thomas has had two and & half
years to appoint a grand jury, and hasn't. I would encourage & grand jury wharevar we can get someans

with subpomna power and the abllity to place people under oath," Arrington sald,

As recently a5 Dec. 20, Thomas promlsed Columbine victims' survlvors that he would take another Jook at
threats Eric Harrls made before the messacre, But he has twice turned down requests from families to
launch a grand jury prohe,

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/ct/cda/article_.../1,1250,DRMN_106_929378,00.htm  01/04/2002



It may be several days bafore Arapahoe County Sher!ff Pat Sulllvan hears the Rohrbough family's secratly
recorded tape appearing to contradict Taylor's written statement about his actions at Columbine, which
Sulllvan released on Monday.

In that statement, Taylor ¢lalmead, "It Is not true that I saw Danlel Rehrbough get shot or any other
person ... "

Sulllvan's Monday press release went on to claim Taylor "was never In a position to witness or hear &
weapon being fired" In the vicinlty where Rohrbough's body was discovered, and that Taylor "neaver heard
any gun shots an Aprll 20th and never saw any decaased victims on April 20th."

The actlons of Tayior that day are plvotal bacause they could help determine when Danlel Rohrbough was
killed, and could potentially undermine the official version of evants.

But Arapahoe County officlals now say Taylor's comments to the Rohrbough famlly reflect only what he hed
$ee=n on television or In newspapers.

Nevertheless, Sullivan |s anxlous to hear the Rohrbough family's tape that purports to catch Taylor In a flat
contradiction of his officlal statermnant.

"It's obvlously pretty informative, there's no doubt about that,” Sullivan sald, referring to those portions of
the tape that have appeared In the medla.

"But I want to know the whole context of what was golng on. We need to hear the whole thing.”
Rohrbough |s satting conditlons the sherl® must meet before reviewlng the entlre 2 1/2-hour tape.

"My position Is golng to be that there's sorme Information In his offlce that he has never refeasad,”
Rohrbough sald. "There's a couple dozen police reports from his officers that have never baen released”
which substantiate Taylor baing In pesition to see Danlel Rohrbough belng shot.

"I'd llke a conflrmation of that informatlon from Sherff Sulllvan, before the entire tape Is released to hlm,"
Rohriough sald.

Owens does not have the authority to call a statewlde grand jury. Attorney General Ken Salazar does, but
he sald a state grand jury typically Is called where thare are allegations of local corruption, which he said
was not true In the present case.

The govemnor could name & speclal prosecuter but sald he did not think that was mppropriate.

Owens noted that a grand jury would have subpoena powers to compal testimony that his speclal
Columbine commisslon, headed by former Colorado Suprame Court Chief Justice Willlam Erlckson, did not.

The commission raleased a 200-page raport last May that was highly critlcal of the way tha Incident was
handled, clalming the two killers ware glven "free reln" of the school for 46 minutes and no effort was
made to "engage, contain or captura” the killers.

Its report was criticized by Sherlff Stone, who blasted It as "Inaccurate and Irresponsible.”

Stone refused to testify before tha commission durng Its 10 months of hearngs.

Staff writers Karen Abbott and Kevin Vaughan contributed to this report. Contact John Sanko at (303) 892-
5404 or at sankaj@RockyMountainNews.com.
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Officlal to recelve grand Jury request
By Jeff iKnss, Naws Staff Wrilter

Colorado's U.5. sttornay will recaive a request today for a federal grand Jury Investigation Into the
Columbine High Schoal shootings, according to an attorney repreasanting the farnlllas of some victime.

Victims' familles publicly called for such & probe last week, shortly after they fllad a motion te reinstate the
faderal lawsult that was dlsmissed last year.

Barry Arrington, attorney for flve families, safd In a news release that he will delivar the latter to U5,
Attorney John Suthers asking him "to Investigate the cover-up of possible violatlons of fadaral law by the
Jefferson County sherlff's department,”

The releass sald the violatlons are reflected In tha federal lawsult.

That lawsult sald that pollce falled to catch wamning signs leading up to Columblne, and botched the law
anforcernent response ance the shootlng started.

Jeff Dorschner, spokasman for Suthers, sald the U.S, attornay would examine Arrington's |etter before
making any detalled comment.

"Anything that that would support thelr accusations (and) support thelr request for an Investigation would
be helpful," Dorschnar sald.

Jackl Tallman, spokeswoman for the sherfTs department, sald she respactaed the right of the victima'
famllles to requast a grand jury.

But If a grand jury were to convene, she said, "I don't belleve that the findings will be anything new.,

"I think It (the sherlff's official report) was an incredibly thoraugh Investigation., We stand behind our
findings. "

January 8§, 2002
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Deputy admits to Columbline tape

Sheriff says written statement on shooting of Rohrbough was true but that recording Isn't
By Kevin Yaughan, News Staff writer

A sherlff's daputy has acknowledged that It Is his volca on controversial tape recerdings In which he
claimed to have seen a student shot at Columbine High Schoal on Aprll 20, 1999,

Arapahoe County Sheriff Pat Sullivan said he has heard the alght short sectlons of the tape that were
played last week for reporters after Daputy Jim Taylor Issued B written statement denylng that he'd sean
any of the victims wounded In the school tragedy.

"It is Taylor's volce, and he has admitted that It Is him on those pleces," Sulllvan sald Monday.,

Sulllvan was asked how the tape racording matched Taylor's written statemant, which was given Dac. 31.

"It deasn't,” Sulllvan sald,

However, Sulltvan sald he belleves Taylor was telling the truth when he denled seelng anyone geat shot.
The Dec. 31 statement "is solld," Sullivan said.

"It i the truth,” he sald. "What's on the tape Isn't."

If Taylor did s=e Rohrbaough gat shot, It would call Into question the officlal timellne of avents Issuad by the

Jefferson County sheriff's department, which has determmined that Rohrbough was killed by Dylan Kleboid
and Erlc Harrls [n the first minutes of the rampage, before any law enforcement officars arrived,

Taylor, who has been with the department since 1988, remained on administrative leave Monday. He did
fot return 8 message left at his home.

The controversy came In the wake of & Dec. 26 court filing in which tha family of Danlel Rohrbough named
2 Danver police officer as the alleged killer of tha boy. In that court fiing, the Rohrbough famlly clted as
evidance statements made by Taylor to the boy's mother and stepfather, Sus and Rich Patrone,

They alleged that Taylor had told them he had seen Rohrbough get shot outslde the school just after
arrving.

Five days later, Sulllvan's office Issued a press releasa, claiming that Taylor was never In a position to see
Enyone get shot at the school. It also clalmed that "Deputy Taylor states that he has not seid anything to
the Rohrbough family that could lead them to believe he witnessed any shots belng fired at Columbine.”

Then came the releass of sactions of the tape.
In them, Taylor talked about seeing a hoy get shot Jn the chaos at the school. He told the Petrones that “it

was Dan, and I didn't know that untl! I seen the photo the next morning In the newspaper that |t was the
boy that I seen.”
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That same day, Sullivan's office released Taylor's written Dec. 31 statement.

Sulllvan sald he could not discuss the conflict between the two stetemeants because it is under
Investigation,

In the meantime, Sullivan and members of Rotirbough's family have agraad to meet Friday.

Sullivan has asked that he be allowed to hear the entire tape-recorded discusslon Involving the Patrones
and Teylor and his wife,

But the boy's father, Brian Rohrbough, sald, "I'm not going to relense the full tape et this time."

Contact Kavin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNaws. com.
January 8§, 2002
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Grand jury in rampage sought

By Kiarap Nicholson and Mike McPhan
Denvar Past Staff Writers

Tuesday, January 08, 2002 - The attorney rapresenting the famliles of five Columbina High
School shooting victims says he wil! ask today for a federal grand jury to review the highiy
criticized Investigation of the Aprll 1999 rampage,

Attorney Barry Arrington sald Monday that he would ask U.S. Attorney John Suthers to convene a
grand jury to investigate "the coverup of possible violations of federal law by the Jeffarson County
Sherlff's Dapartment,”

Arrington sald he would ask that the grand jury, which has subpoene powers, look specifically at
the "coverup. . . . We've been lled to so many times."

Jaff Dorschner, spokesman for the L.S, attorney's office, sald the office heard about the request
but had no comment. Suthers, ha sald, "wlil ook at the material, probably huddle with his staff and
considar the request. There Is no formal process for this.”

In other developments, the Governor's Columbline Review Commisslon will meat again, and
Arrington and Brlan Rohrbough, one of the victims' parents, are to meet Friday with Arapahoe
County Shariff Pat Sulltvan, at Sulltvan's requast, to discuss controversial tapes made of one of his
deputies. : '

Rohrbough, who has maintained that friendly fira at Columbline killed his 15-year-old son, Danilel,
said a recording of Daputy Jim Taylor supports that theory. Rohrbough sald the tape was sacretly
recorded 11 months aftar the shootings at the home of Sue Patrone, Danlel's mother.

Taylor was a longtime Rohrbough family friend,
Sullivan sald he hopes to obtaln a copy of tha tape,

"What Deputy Taylor told the famllles (on tape) was rmisleading,” said Sullivan. "What he told the
Sheriff's Office was accurate.” ‘

Taylor, 42, an officer since 1988, has been placed on paid administrative leava.
"There Is an ongblng Investigation Into the maettar,” sald Sulllvan.

The five famllles rapresented by Arrington sued the Jafferson County Sheriff's Office for a varlety of
constltutional violations. But U.5. District Chlef Judge Lewis Babcock dismissed the lawsult In
Navember, rullng that law-enforcemant officlals who responded to the massacre acted within the
scope of thelr professional dutles.

That prompted Cellne Marguez, a Jefferson County School District administrator, to come forward
and say that Danver Pollce Sgt, Dan O'Shea admitted to her he was afrald he had shot and killed
Danlal Rehrbough.

With that new Informatlon, Arrington flled a motion asking Babcock to reconsider his disrmlssal. He
named O'Shea as Rohrbough's killer. Babcock has yet to rule on the matlon. '

Maanwhlle, Willlam Erickson, a former chief justice of the Colorado Supreme Court who headed the
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govarnor's commission, sald Monday that the commission will meset In the near future, but he
would not say when, where or what actions would be taken.

"When the commission does taka action, It will ba made public,” sald Erickson.

And whila Brlan Rohrbough sald he would walcomae an investigation by the Jefferson County
coronar, no one has asked for one, coroner Carl Blesch confirmed.

Blesch sald he hasn't been approached about an Inquiry but would consider It "only If It doasn't
affect a broader Investigation, such as a grand jury, that would have more powaer."

Advantages of a coroner's Inquliry, Rohrbough sald, would be that It Is publlc, It puts people undar
oath and allows questlons to be submitted by outside peopla.

Printahle View
Rmoail m Copy of thia Articin
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Johnson: Nothing's funny about Columbine lles

It would be, were not so many Innocent children dead, comical.

If there's any |aughter, It must ba coming from hell, from those two boys whao did the killing, In
their delight over stlll more good people being takean down.

Quick mamo to Arapahoe County Sherlff Pat Sulllvan: Stay out of this Columbine mass.
n |Remember Boulder and JonBenet. Talk to Alex Hunter and Tom Koby -- If you've forgotten.
One way or the other, your deputy, Jim Taylor, Is lylng.

A headlong rush to stand by him -- to stick by his inltlal written report whan his own, tape-recorded words
contradict It -- will serva only to strip away your integrity, Ultimately, as the Boulder boys discovered, It
can cost you your job,

Joln the rest of us. Just say you don't know, exactly, what happened at the high school that aftarnoon
when the bullets wera flying.

For goodnass sake, don't start helping Jefferson County Sharlff John Stone try to put the square peg Into
the round hole that I3 his bungied Investigation Into the murders that day.

We had him surrounded In the newspaper the other day, ensnared In what the victims' famllies call a
"pattern of obstructlon and falsification.” Simply put, It means he's baen lylng some.

His story Is he and his guys did everything right that day nearly thrae years ago. And he's sticking by It.
Agaln, at his perfl,

Every cop, daetective and prosecutor called out that day attempted thelr lavel best, performed as well as
thelr experlence and tralning allowed them. Most had nevar before sncounterad such helnousness. And did
some make mistakes? Of course they did.

John Stone wants us to belleva It all went flawlessly, 85 If we couldn't or wouldn't understand that It, well,
didn't turn out that way.

"We were confronted,” he could have sald, "with somathing unimaginable, and If mistakes were made, they
were honast. Here's the truth of what happened. We did our |evel bast.”

Why I3 this not In the law-enforcement lexicon? There Is no shame In It Why does It require judges, courts,
lawyers and juries to discover sirmple truth?

Why this rush to flat belleve what Jim Taylor has told you? He says In his report ha never was In & posltion
to see kids gat shot. He telis his wifs, In detail, how he saw one go down. He repeats it an two occaslons to
Brian Rohrbough and his ex-wife, Sue Petrone, tha last of which they tape-record.

Ha then telis you he never sald such a thing. OK, he says, when the tape comes out, It's him talking. But
ha's just making that stuff up from what he'd read and sean on TV.

And once agaln, he's telling you in writing he sew nothing.
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"It's solld," you're now saying of his latest verslon, never once addressing why he might look those
grieving parents In the eye and say tha opposite. T hope you're tougher with suspected criminals in your
iall,

What to do: Back away. Join with Barry Arrington, attarney for flve victims' famlllas, in caliing for a
fedaral probe of whet happenad. Say you Just want to clear the alr, to learn -- as the rest of us want to do
-- what reaily happened.

The evants of that Aprll day were horrific enough. Covering up the truth, misdirecting It or flat Ignoring It
only victimizes further those aiready and so deeply wounded.

Agaln, remember Boulder.

Time, I've always balleved, has an uncenny way of cuting truth. And It should be sought after end
welcomed. Never feared.

8/lf Johnson's column appears Saturday, Wednasday and Friday. wigohnsonl @msn.com or {303) 892-
2763

January 9, 2002
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Federal Columbine probe sought

Five famllies request an investigation into clalm that officer's bullet killed student
By Kavin Yaughan, News Staff Writar

Flve Columblne famlilas on Tuesday formally asked for a federal Investigation Into allegations that a pollce
bullet kliled & student at the school and that Jefferson County authorttles have lied to cover It up.

The questlons center on the death of student Danlel Rohrbough outside Columbine on April 20, 1999, and
on his family's charges that they have bean lied to In 29 Instances by officlals at the Jafferson County
Sherlff's Offlca.

"All my clients want [ the truth,” sald attorney Barry Arrington, who reprasants the familles of flve
studerits who dled In the school tragedy. "The truth is the one thing they have been denled.”

Arrington hand-deliverad a three-page latter to U,S, Attornay John Suthers seaking the new Investigation.

To take the allogatlons to a grand jury, Suthers would have to belleve that violations of faderal law
occurred,

Suthers "ls reviewlng the allegations contained In the lettar to ascertain whethar there s & reasonable
bagig to belleve that & faderal crime has bean committed,” sald his spokesman, laff Dorschner.

Suthers witl meet with officlals at the FBI, which was Involved In the Initlal Investigation and In the
collectlon of evidence at the school.

"Mo timetable has bean established for a respanse,” Dorschner sald.

Jackle Tallman, spokeswoman for the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office, sald the department had no
problem with the reguest of the famllies.

"l respact their cholce to move forward and do that,” she said,
The department would cooperate with any federsl Invastigation, Tallman sald.

Arrington's request to Suthers comas less than two weeks after his cllants filad new court papers that, for
the first time, namead Denver pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shea as the Blleged killer of Rohrbough. Those fllings clted
a sworn statement by & former Jefferson County Publlc Schools administrator that 0'Shea told her two
days after the tragedy that he feared he had shot an innocent student,

In addition to the Rehrbough famlly, Arrington represents the parents of Lauren Townsend, Kelly Fieming,
Matthew Kechter and Kyle Velasquez, who were all murdered In the school lIbrary,

Thelr Inltlal lawsults agalnst Jefferson County offictals were dismissad In December by a federal judge, and
thelr recent fllings marked their first effort to get them reinstated.

Arrington sald he and the famillas are open to other ways to answer questions about Columbline, Inciuding
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& state legisiative panal and a coroner's inquest.
"Every single angle we can possibly pursue to get at the truth we wlll pursue," Arrington sald.

The legislative panal, which has been dlscussad, would amount to a panel with subpoena powars and the
abllity to take testimony under oath,

A coroner's Inquest, which has bean discussed as another avenue, would also glve officlals tha abllity to
subpoana withessas and documents mnd to take testimony under oath. It aiso would be an open
proceading -- something that appeals to to famlijag,

"It's been an uphlll battle and T don't know that we'll ever get to the hattarn of It," Arrlngton satd. "If we
don't pet subpoana power and the right to put people undar cath, we may never get to tha bottom of It."

Arapahoe County shariffs Deputy Iim Taylor remained on pald administrative leave Tuesday while officlals
continued to Invastigate tape-recorded statements he made to Rehrbough's family about 11 months after
Columbine,

In those stataments, Taylor claimed he saw Rohrbough fall to the ground after baing shot. He also sald
that when he read the Rocky Mountain News the next morning, he realized the boy In a photograph of
Rohrbough's body on a sidewalk outside the school was the same student he had s=&n shot.

But on Dec. 31, Taylor claimed he never saw any sich thing and naver told the family that he had.

Arrington refuted that assertion, guestioning why Taylor, a family frlend of more than 20 yaars, would
make up the story he told Rohrbough's parents on thres ssparate occaslons.

"Daputy Taylor was friends with the Rohrboughs," Arrington sald. "What posalble motive would he have for
telling a lle like this?

"It would be cruel. It would be monstrous."”

In additlon, Arrington noted, the tape recording includes some statements made by Taylor's wife, who said
the officer came home on April 20, 1999, and told her the same tory.

Somme answers may come from 790 pages of Columbine documeants from the Arapahoe County Sheriff's
Offlce that wera released Tuesdaey to Randy and Judy Brown.

The Browns, critlcs of the Columbine Investigation since Jafferson County Sherlff John Stone narmed thelr
50n as a potentlal suspect, were examlining them Tuesday night to see If they had bean Included among
the more than 16,500 pages of Columblne documerts released $o far.

"If they had this stuff te do thelr repart and they didn't Include It, why not?" Randy Brown Bsked. "And if
they didn't have thess pages, how could the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office da a complete report?"

Finally, sorne members of Gov. Blil Owens' Columbine Review Commisslon —- which officially went out of
business on Dec. 31 -- may discuss whether there's more work to be dane,

Howevar, William Erickson, the commission's chalrman and the former chlef justice of the state Supreme
Court, sald it's unlikely the group would do anything ather than talk about how to put some of thelr
racommendations Into place.

"There may be some Implementatlon work, but that will be the extant of It," he said Tuesday.

Contact Kavin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountalnNews.com.
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‘Columbine
kin request

. probe

Federal gra.nd Jury urgﬁd

By Mike McPhaes
Darrvar Post Statl Writer

The fomllies of five Calumblm:
- shooting vietima Tuenduy asked for
_ a federal gr.mdjuritu look into an -

alleged coverup the lnvutlua—
tlon of the 1000 rampage.

U.s. Attornpy ohn Suthcrl
dido’t comment after recalving the
request from attorney Barry Ar-

hﬂtbn but ‘Suthers' mpokmmnn,
Jofif Dorschner, gald Suthers i re-
viewlng the request, ioo for a
- reasonable belief that any federal
crime has heen mumﬂttad

“The 1.5, attorney ip planning on
meetlng with the FBI, whith hax .~ ./

. bean Involved Jno the Columbine In*
vestigation and the -evidance col-

1o mike g

Iectlan from the very begluping.
He will ‘also comsult with the De-

‘ ﬁ artment of Justice Offlee of Civil
f

ghts In Wap on -Tegardin
ﬁsiblt legsl thgorisa,” He sald.
rels no t ble. DPorschner

-In hln raqueut Arrington said
“local law enfofrement Is not able
¢ assessment of tte
own Me ﬁﬂgﬂ There can simply
be no on that the ‘official re-

rt’ issued by the Jeffernon Coon-
F;;té:‘lff'a partment is false {n
mnuy lmportant respacts.

" “Moregver, for reasons that are
m:_u:lnnr ot thig thne, the Arapahos

Please gaa COLUMBINE on 3B
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Families ask US. attorney
“to seat federal grand ] jury

COLUMBINE from Pags 1B

County Sheriif's Department han
released false statements regard-
Ing the actlvities of its personnsl
and statements they have made.”
arapahoe County Shetiff Pat
Suillvan sald serlous questions
have arisen about Deputy Jim Tay-
lor's: truthfulness in statements he
mn e to his mperlors and to the
y of lhDO victim Danlsl
Rd hough. :
In March 2000, nearly a year af-
- ter Columbine, Taylor was secretly
E recorded saying be saw the shoot-
Yet on Dec. 31, Taylor made a
) tten utntamant that he never
_,uw. snyone shot at Columblne.
e cooflict Is algnificant bhe-
* ecafbe Jefferson County Investiga-
atford coneluded all students were
3hot before any lsw enforcement
"J’f.‘alﬂcnm arrlved on scene.
iy koo ¥lB 18 very serious: Ill ba very
4 ppointed If ene of our steff lied
victim's family,” Sutliven sald.
x;ﬁ'lnitun in his grand Jury re-
wrote, “There can oo lo
ibe any duubt therefore, that
way the truth will ever ba
B.q 1o if an independent body -
F&subpuana power and the
. place witnesass undear oa on

: m? of perjury — conducts an
; tigation iInto the shootings.”
"+ AiTIngton comparsd Columhbine
with the Rodrey King case, In
which Callfornia officials falled to
rosecuts police for beatlng King.
: case was hurped gver to feder-
| prosecutors, whu successfully
Emm:utad Arringtoh sald.
Arrington als. sald he Is working
Jeewith state legislators In hopes of
“uvehivening & leglslative commis-
" slob, also with subpoena power, to
-muyflook Into the investigation by the
o zdefferaon County Sherlff's Office of
_oitha April 20, 1909, shootings.
el A 1amlatlve commlssion would
9 pahly flvat cholce, Arrlngton sald.
. “They have nubpuana power,. ev-
v prything they do is out in the open.
+.:»And the resulis, one way or the otb-
-LnBE, are made publlc " he gald. “The
;J_niipmblam with a federal grand jury

2t h

I)&

Attomey Bamy Arrln

Danver Post / Srian Brainerd

-pulu to the media Tussday atist detiver-

Ing # letter to the.U.§, attomey's offioe In Danver, reguesting & ind-
eral grand jury to probe polloe actions In the Columbine oass.

Is that the Investigation remains
secret unless the grand jury io.
dicts.” _

State Rep. Don Les, R-Littleton,
who represents the disirict that In-
cludes Columbine, hag been re-
searching the lssus, spd sald he
may propose such a panel.

“T'm trylng to be judiclous,” Lee
sajd. “It's lroportant not to wileld
that pawar ton easy too fast.”

Legislators have several optiona.
Eithar the House or the Senate can
create its own panet with a majori-
iy vote, or they can vote to create a
joint panel. If lawmakers agree to
create such a panel, It would ba the
Hirat of {tg kind In recent memory.

Arrlngton sald cme Jefferson
County sherlff's deputy har told
him that pmg)lﬁ In the department
wotld come forward with informa-
tion “that would blow the roof off"
the Ipvestigation, but fear they
would lose thelr jobs. A grand jury
would allow them to testity with-
out retribution.

Likewlss, a atate grand jury
could hear testimony in aecret, buil:
its investigative flles, Including

l1atg of witnesses, become public if
an Indietment le issued, eald Pam
Rumall, spokeswoman for Jeffer-
son Conoty District Attorney Dave
Thomas.

Danver Post staff wiiter Trent
Setbart contributed to this report, /
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Lt "‘f“
trust,
tl'llth
shlne

fier neaply thruu ymn
: and after more than an
abundance of cholces,
re is the way that
ustice ought to go in the Colum-
Lima Hlﬂhu%choorlnvmtigntlon:

" Coloradans ought to put the
verdlet in the hands of — and,
muore importantly, in the mind
and the heart of — a good man,

The tinal judgment ought to
teat with & rnan we can trust.

That man {a Bill Brickson,

Bill
Erickson
was chosen,
and rightly
»o, b .
Blll Owens
as the man
W# can
trust.

He wes
the right
'man for the
right Joh,
but unforiu-
nately our
governor didn’t put hie full trust
itito the man be told all the rest
of Colorado that we could troat,

[e should have. .

And maybe, some day, hva will.

Back then, it was the right de-
cision, but It shouldn't have besn
80 half-hearted. The governor
should have glven Bill Erickson
all the tools to do the job, -

Maybe that's what the gover-
nor Intended to do, but that's nol
what he did do. He gave Brick-
son the job, but he dido't glve
him the fully equipped tool box
to get the job done.

He haa cpe mora chance to do
It right,

Bill Owens newds to relnsti-
tute the Governor's Columhbine
Review Comnmisslon, headed b
Erickson, with the power o sub-
poena witnesses to teatify under
oath, with the penatty of parjury
hanging like a gultlotine over
thelr necka.

Pleass, governor, lat Bl
Erickson’s commisslon seek the
truth, in full public glare.

Lt the truth come through.

Here 15 my case:

Lf the inventigation goes to a
federal grand jury, the testimo-
ny will be secret — Just like the
Rochy Flats grand {ur}', whose
flodings were muzzled.

Chuck
Green

And If it goes to s county
LL& , 10 one will balleve
what ury doas — |
Lappened In the case of the Jon-
Renat Ramsey murder case.

. And.Af It gowa back to the
Hrickson commisalon, without
the authority to uubbmnq teatl-
meny under oath, It will have no
credibility and oo tharoughneas »
— just 81 it did the last tine,

ut you, goveraor, and only
you ¢an do 1t right, :

Y’qh linve one more chancs,

: You gan &1’: the investigation
hack In handn of a frusted

" man Bl Erickson — and yor

an’give him and his mllumu
the to.do the Job
'« 1t carf bel dome In public,
"+ I{ eqy be done'under oath
« It éarf bd do:
tﬁl with full digclogure, with
vu'y with full publie
wtrﬁ t.
tiﬂ'i .lt can be done right.
- not :

Colorndo mrvu to have
this natlonal nightmare put to
rest — qotb ed 1o a torhb of
liss and decelt and lelon
and distrust, as Btone-
waH wiild have It, but ut to
rest under » headstorne &

Teads: .
HERE LIES THE TRUTH
The victiros ars dead and

ﬁgm, bat don't let them die un-

r the dark cloud of Héa and
suapleidn, Lot them go with the
serene bellef of thelr mothers
and fathers and ssters and
hrothers and classmates that
thi ttuth was known

You are, Bill Owens, our gav-
aynor.

Live up to our expectations
that your standard Is as high as
ours, and let the truth shine
fﬂt‘tll. ‘

' Yo have the power to expose
the truth, and you have the 1pow-
er toshare 1t with the people

_ yoU serve.

That's w 'y vou have the pow-
ar, and that's why we untrustad
you with it.

Now use It as It was iutnndnd,
and don't pretend that It In
someone else’s reaponsiblllty.

Otherwise, don't Tun for an-
other term.

one with full credi- |
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quick facts LITTLETON - A sherlff's deputy was fired Wednesday because

market place he gave conflicting staternents about the shooting of a teen-

cassified  agar durng the 1999 Colurmbine High School massacre,
carears | coupona

rullll:tuéc I uﬁito Arapahoe County Sherlff Pat Sulllvan said an intermnal
print 823 anlin® | nvestigation determinad that Daputy Jim Taylor provided false

Sherlff says famlly got false Information

Subcribe Tadayl Inforrmatlon several times to the famlly of slaln student Danlel
—— o Rohrbough and others. He said Taylor decldad not to appeal the NE
..';"‘;H?M o P case, Hu‘
Sue Petronae, Rohrbough's mother, sald Taylor, a family frlend, CONNE

1 told her and her former husband, Brian Rohrbough, shortly
| after the tragady and saveral times later that he saw the teen
killad.

"Me had absolutely no reason to He to me or to Brian,” Petrone
sald. "He was telllng me the truth, I saw his face.”

She sald Tavlor's wifs, Pam, also told har that Taylor returmed
hame tha night of the tragedy and sald he had seen a boy
killed.

In March 2000, Patrone sacretly recorded Taylor as he tald her
agaln during a dinner party he saw a boy fall to the ground
after apparantly balng shot. Taylor sald he reallzed it was the
15-year-old Rohrbough after seelng newspaper photos of hlm.

In a Dec. 31 statement, Taylor sald he didn't see the shooting
and told the Petrones only what he had seen on television and
read In newspapers.

Sullivan said radlo tapes prove Taylor was not in a position to
see gunfire or Danial Rohrbough during the attack.

"T am extremely disappointad that false Informatlon regarding
the tragedy of Calumbine High School was provided to tha
familles of the victims of Columbline by a membar of my staff,"
Sullivan said. "I sincerely apologlze for the unacceptable
conduct of one former member of my erganlzation.”

The famtlles clalm a pollce offlcer accldentally shot Rohrbough
as he fled the school durlng the April 20, 1999, massacra. Thay
asked that & faderal grand jury Investigate their clalms
authortles have covered up evidence.

At a news conference last week, Rohrbough's father, Brlan,
played a tape recording of a volce he |dentifled as Tavylor
describlng the shaoting recorded at the dinner,

http://www.gavzette.com/stories/01 10loc2.php?section=1 01/10/2002



“You could hear glass breaking, you could see Kids running
everywhare, and that's when I see the boy coming down the
sldewalk, you know, and I sea hirn just fall down," the vaolce
says.

A .J" \_:,' r)Wl't“ S”H.‘"' 1By H “ N hﬁ“é‘*‘ N e
e R R e R s e e
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Secret Columbine Inquiry

Jeffco school officials conduct probe as they girded for lawsults; only copy of report locked
up

By Kavin Vaughan, News Etaff Writar

Jeffarson County school officials conductad an Internal, In-depth Investigation of the Columblne High
School tragedy as they prepared to defend themselves In court.

But today that report remains lockad in a lawyer's office, protected by state laws that make almost all
attorney-cllent communications off-limits to the public.

Stlil, Blll Kowalsk), an attorney for Jefferson County Public Schools, said district officials have nothing to
hide and have struggled to balancs thelr legal obligation with thelr bellef In openness,

"It's our feellng and It's the schoo! distrct's faallng that the publlc has a right to know what's golng on In
the school district and what was going on at Columblne High School,” Kowalskl sald Wednesday,

But he also sald that In a "culture of litigation® the district officlals named In lawsults "have rghts to be
protected, and our job as lawyers In these Instances is to protect thelr rights.”

School district officlals refused thls week to release a copy of the investigative report to the Rocky
Mountain News, which sought the document under the Colorado Open Records Act.

The News sought the report In an effort to answer lingering questions about what schoal officlals knew of
klllers Erle Harrls and Dylan Klebald -- and when they knew It.

For example, Columbine Princlpal Frank DeAngelis has matntalned publicly that school officlals had no
Inkling of the anger Harrls and Klebold carried with them before they attacked thelr classmates and
teachers on April 20, 1999,

"They never expressed that with anyone," DeAngells sald In a June 1999 conference on safe schools.

But that |s contrasted with ather decuments among the bllzzard of papers released in the last 14 months
by Jefferson County end other authorities.

Ona document, Included In Jeffarson County's voluminous case flle and released agaln this week by
Arapahoe County authorlties, showed that ona of the school's deans, Peter Horvath, had told an
administrator he feared Harris was "on tha edge of (losing) control.”

Horvath also sald In an Interview with Investigators that he had dealt with Klebold in the spring of 1998
after the boy was caught scratching "something” Into a freshman's locker,

Horvath took Kiebold to the office and watched as the boy beceme "very agltated” while walting for his
father to come to the school,

"Dylan advised that he was very upset with the school system and the way CHS handled peopie, to Include

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/er/cda/article .../1,1250,DRMN 106 935741,00.htm  01/10/2002



the people that picked on him and others," tha report said.

The district's assertlon that the Investigative repart falls under sttornay-cllent priviisge stems from the fact
that It was prepared as officlals anticipated lawsults in the wake of the Columbine tragedy.

"It's a very strang privilege, and very difficult to pierce,” sald Denver attornay Scott Roblnson.

Kowalsk| sald district officials began consldering the likelihood that they would be sued almost as scon as
they heard that gunfire had erupted at Columbine.

"My tnstincts certainly told me there were golng to be lawsuits, before I knew much mora than kids were
sarlously Injured and killed," Kowalski sald.

On April 27, 1999, Kowalskl saw B news report that the family of Isalah Shoals, a student killed In the
school library, had spoken with an attormey and was considering a lawsult.

At that point, the district launched the Investigation. It wes carried out by a district employee, whom
Kowalskl declined to Identify.

The invastigative repart, which Kowalskl estimated included Interviews with two dozen members of
Columbine's staff who knew Harris and Kiabold, was finished on Aprll 26, 2000. It has bean seen only by
the member of the security staff who wrote It, his supervisor and the district's attarneys.

The only copy of the report Is In Kowalskl's offlce,

“By the time the thing was finallzed, the lawsults were |1 place -- the district and Individuals had been
sued," he sald.

All of those lawsuits against the district have been dismissed by a federal judge. However, time stlil
remalns for them to be revived, elther through & motlon for recons|deration or through a formal appeal,

The exlstence of the school district’s Invastigation came to light as tha Columhbline tragedy s, again, front-
page news. In racant weeks have come allagations that a Denver police officer fired the shot that kilied
one of the victims and questions about the tape-racorded story of an Arapahoe County sherlff's deputy,
who cleimed to have sean the boy die and then latar changed his story.

Kowalskl sald the investigative report contains damage estimates for Columblne, coples of sheriffs
documents and such things as school records of Harrls and Klebold.

He estimated that It is "a couple hundred" pages long.

Kowalskl hedgad when asked whether the schaol district changed any policles or proceduras as a resuit of
what officlals learned from thelr own Investigatlon.

"It comes under the category of wenting to show people that we don't have anything to hide without
divulging what we conslder to be privileged information under the law," he sald.

"I think it Is safe to say that there have been hours of discusslons tn the school and in the school dlstrict
about those types of Issuas," Kowalskl sald.

For example, he said schoal offlclals have conducted training sesslons on bullylng and on assessing the
threats that exist In thelr bulldings.

"I don't think there Is anything generally diffarant In this Investigation that hasr't bean out ther= in the
public,” Kowalskl sald. "More school district employees appeared in front of the governor's commission, I
belleve, than probably all other witnesses comblned.

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/cr/cda/article .../1,1250,DRMN_106 935741,00 htm  01/10/2002



"We've been open,”

Stlil, Randy and Judy Brown, whose two children attended the school and who have publicly battled with
Jeffarson County officlals, zald they were shocked to learn of the investigation and disappointad that the
report wasn't open to the public.

"How can we learn our lessons If we don't know the truth ebout what happened In that school?" Judy
Brown asked Wednasday.

Cantact Kevin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNews,com,
January 10, 2002

Copyrdght 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Reserved.
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Deputy in Columbline case fired

Sherlff: Taylor admits lying to familles; Rohrbough kin call confession a
ruse

By Mike McFhea and Kierpn Nicholoon
Danvar Post Staff Writars

Thursday, January 10, 2002 - Arapahoe County Deputy Jim Taylor was fired Waednesday aftar
admitting he lled to the famlily of Columbine victim Danlel Rohrbough about what he saw at the
school April 20, 1999.
t “Taylor, 42 - a 14-year veteran of the Sheriff's Offica - was
Isacratly recorded by Rohrbough's mother, saylng he saw 15-
{year—old Daniel shot and killed at Columblne.

EBut last week, after portlons of that tape were mede public,
<Taylor told internal-affairs investigators that he "never witnessad
lw\eapcms being firad, never heard gunfira and never saw
ideceusad victims at the school,” according to Sherlfff Pat
ISulllw&m who Issuad a statement Wednesday aftarnoon.

Immtim

;
i
t
t
f
' T
{
I An

terma-affaln inv bythe 1A full Internal-affairs Investigation also determinad that Taylor's
&m!mmmm“cﬁmﬁ?ﬁm commaents to Rohrbough's familly, on at laast four occaslons,
; five paliclee and prooadures, and thm | were false,
‘ . lad w0 his firing Wadnanday:;

w"m'm'" ﬂlld”l'l’tﬂﬂhn iTaylor end his wifa, Pam, declined to comment. He wlil not
I Bmmﬂwdﬂm mmb lappeal the firing, according to Sulllvan's statement.
i

|
m&‘;%‘m ﬁf.tﬂf?:ﬁm f "I am extremely disappointed that false Information regarding
[ damonstrate orgmtuﬂunnl integrity !the tragedy of Columbine High School wes provided to the

, #nd respect for othens ifamilias of the victims of Columbline by a mamber of my staff,"
'I’Mhﬂdn (Sulltvan sald In the statement. "I sinceraly apologize for the

; While tha talse information provided |
! 10 the of Danlal Pihrbough was | unacceptable“conduct of one former membar of my
3dm.h - disty” mhmmu l.'hn ‘organization.

' fulse statermants wene

l
E ggﬁﬁ rtr?'m“% e ;Sulllvan could not be reached for further commant.

Rprt for others
adrmitied 10 providing fukee [Rohrbough‘s familly says Taylor told the truth on the tape and

Tha degrrty
Hmuugﬂ ﬂﬂ"&?ﬁ:’&ﬁﬂ% |made his false statements to the Sherlff's Office.

mltmuhbuintomuﬂon regubed n |
g’g 8 controversin! sluation | "There 15 no doubt In my mind that Jim Teylor was telling us the

Pmﬂdnumlmm‘t:'lm“ ot ltruth when he talked to us,"” Rich Patrone, Danlel's stepfather,

+ cewonatraded » sarous ok of isald Wednesday. "If you could have seen his face, thare was no
a l’:‘tm:“wm‘"dmr? !way he was lylng."

| Public trust and

& By providing false in on on ;Taylor had told Petrone the same version of the story one day

 severnl oouaslons, the high level of  (after the shootings, Patrone sald. Danlel's parents - Sue Petrone

jmﬁm E&%aﬁﬂﬂé ‘and Brlan Rohrbough - had known Taylor for years.

| orfminal-justios sysiem has basn ,
““W'::' impaciad. 'Rich Petrone suggested the Sheriff's Offica Is withholding facts.
l[‘;‘!ﬂ‘l“l.l
,?mnmmw and dfﬂ ,
information o fuml 1"Something's golng on," Petrone sald, "It's a sad state of affalrs

http://www thedenverpost.com/.../0,1040,54%257B325598%257E36%257E%257E,00.htrn 01/10/2002



g

hrbough and othere, the reputation | when the cops hide the truth. It's unbellevable,”
mnwmamﬁm :

other law-anforosmant !

; Atons has baen in :Prior to the release of the transcript, Taylor's taped statements

| mﬁt‘ﬂﬁ’ﬁﬁ" ’mdm':?m ‘had been referrad to In court fllings and news stories.,

, mpotetions of mambam of the

. crganizetion end haa had e negatve | Sy llivan is to meet Friday with Brian Rohrbough and Rohrbough's

! m(ftmu; ﬂ.p'é?,mgm“ (attorney, Barry Arrington, to discuss the tape. Sulllvan has said

@&

|
/
H
t
|

2

!

i wnd ke roemisre. :‘he wants a complete copy, not just a transcript of the portlons

| Sourow; Acmpalion Couny Sharit's Offas ialready mada public.

E The Datreer Poat |

L - "This whoele thing Is sad,” Arrington sald, "I just wish he had told

the truth. I'm not pleased that It came to this."

The Rohrboughs sued the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office in federal court, clalming Danlel was
killed by police fire and not by shooters Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold. Tha faderal suit was
dismlissed, but the famlily has filed a motlon to reinstate It,

In & court motion Dec. 26, Rohrbough and Arrington named Denver police Sgt. Dan O'Shaa as
the officer who killed Danlal.

That motion claims Taylor "specifically remembers that when he arrived in the lower studant
parking lot, 28 Denver police officer was thare somewhere to his laft, and he remembers hearing
the sound of machine gun fire, Deputy Taylor saw a boy (whom he |ater was able to identify as
Danlel Rohrbough) running at a fast trot down the sidewalk with a group of chlldren, and he saw
this boy get shot and drop to the ground.™

On Wednesday, the Rohrbough family asked that a federal grand jury be called to Investigate
Columbina.

During his years with the Sheriff's Offlce, Taylor - a senlor deputy when he was fired - was nevar

before the subject of an Internal-affalrs Investigation and "performed his rasponsibliities in an
excellant manner," according to Sulllvan's statament,

Printable View
Emall s Cony af this Articla

Return to top
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Talk with Harrls' parents unlikely, DA says

Jeffco prosecutor releases 2 letters to killer's parents
By Lynn Bartals, Naws Staff Wrlter

Investigators are unlikely 1o Interview the parents of Columblne gunman Eric Harrls any time soon, Jefferson
County District Attorney Dave Thomas says.

He didn't say why, but two letters he wrote to Wayne and Kathy Harrls' attorneys Indicate that the parents
want a guarantes that thelr statements won't ba used against them.

Thomas last week relepsed the lettars at the request of the Rocky Mountain News, which sought them under
the Colorado Open Records Act.

Thomas twice refused to relaase the documents, In April and In September of 2001. The Naws |ast December
asked Thomas to reconsider and ke did.

In a letter dated Jan. 9, the district attorney explained why he had changed his position.

"At the time of the orginal requasts, there were ongolng discusslons relating to the possibllity of further
interviaws with the Harrtsas," Thomas said. " falt that making these lettars public could have jeopardized
those discussions,

"However, at this time, thare are no further discussions about additional Interviews, and I do not contemplate
the resumptlon of any such discussiong.”

Attorney Benjamin Colkitt IIT, who repraesents the Harrises, did not return cails,

Eric Harrls, 18, and Dylan Kiebold, 17, stormed Columblne High School on Aprll 20, 1999, killing a teacher and
12 students before killing themselvas,

Their famllles have naver publicly talked, but videos and writings the boys made In the months before the
attack show they stockplled weapons, made bombs and planned the rampage under thelr parents' noses.

The Naws algo sought any correspandence between the district attomay and Tom and Sue Klabold's attomeys,
but Thomas sald there wes none, He sald thera were only two letters to the Harrlses.

"We are at a stage now that you have requested sorne assurances from me with raspact to my use of
statements made by your clients,” Thomas sald In an undated letter to the Harrises' attornays.

"It is our position that I am not tn a position to make any promlises or concesslonsg with respact to statements
made by your cllents,”

A sacond letter, dated Feb, 21, 2001, Is more detalled,

"What beneflt do I and this office derlve from an agreement that no statements by Wayne or Kathy Harrs
would ever be used agalnst them tn & criminal case?” Thomas wrote,

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/cr/cda/article print/1,1250,DRMN 106 939907,00.html  1/14/02



The district attorney appeared puzzled by the stlpulation.

"As you know, 1 have never threatened any of the parents with criminal prosacution nor do 1 possess sufficlent
Informatlon or avidence to suggest that any crimtnal prosecution would be consldared or would be
approprlate,” Thomas stated.

He listed questions and concerns he had, Including whethaer:

» Wayne Harrls found a plpe bomb made by his son and they datonated It, as one of his son's frlends
¢laimed.

s The Harrises were aware of thelr son's violent rantlings on the Internet and In his dlary. Erlc Harrs
wrote of hls and Klebold's plan to ambusgh thelr school.

s The parents had any knowledge, "however slight,” of the gunmen's anger toward their classmataes.
Dozens of students have sald Harrls was mercliassty tormented at Columbine High.

Wayne and Kathy Harrls met briefly with Jaffarson County sherlff's detectives after the shootings but provided
few detalls,

The famllles of some Columbline victims syed the gunmen's parents. Most cases were sattied out of court, but
sorme fgmluus have refused to settle untll the parents talk,

Contact Lynn Bartels at (303) 892-5327 or bartals@RockyMountainNews, corm,

Staff writer Kevin Vaughan contributed to this report.
January 14, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved.
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Jeffco DA seeks Rohrbough inquest

But sfaln Columblne student's family wants wider probe by legislative
panel

By Kigran Nichalson
Danvar Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, January 15, 2002 - Updated 12:30 p.m. - The attornay for Brian Rohrbough Is asking
the Jefferson County coroner to delay a declslon on holding a Inquest to look into the death of
Columbine High School student Danlel Rohrbough,

In a2 latter to the coraner sent today, attorney Barry Arrington asks that the declslon be dalayed
until after they have pursued other alternatives. Those altarnatives include the possibllity that the
Rohrbough'’s clvil sult could be relnstated or a federal grand jury could be impaneled to look Into
the allagations that a police officer shot Danlel Rohrbough and not gunmen Erlc Harrls and Dylan
Klebald.

The Jefferson County dlstrict attorney took the unusual step Monday of asking the county coroner
to hold an Inquest into the death of Columbine High School student Danlel Rohrbough.

Caroner Carl Blesch said In a statement that he's taking the request "under advisemnent" and will
ennounce a declslon Thursday,

"As all of the controversy rosa and fell and swirled around, it seemed to us that this Is the next
logical progresslon,” sald Pam Russall, spokeswoman for District Attornsy Dave Thomas. "Certainly
the manner of death has been questioned."

Rohrbough's parents long have pushed for additlonal Investigations into Daniel's death during the
Aprll 20, 1999, massacra at Columbline. They propelied tha issua to new helghts last month when
they clalmed In a flling in faderal court that Denver pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shaa, not Columbine klllars
Erlc Harris or Dylan Klabold, shot thelr 15-year-cld son.

O'Shea has denled the clalm, including through his lawyer agaln on Monday, who sald O'Shea Is
more than willing to testify bafore a caroner's Inquest,

A federal judge in Novembaer dismissed elght of nine wrongful-death and negligence sults that
victims' famllles had flled against the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office. Those famllies, including
Rohrbough's, have asked the judge and an appeals court to relnstate tham.

The Rohrboughs last waek also asked Colorade U.S. Attorney John Suthers to convene a fedaral
grand jury, and Jeffarson County Sheriff John Stone has asked the El Paso County sharlff to
Investigate allegations of pollca wrongdaoing.

Arrington, the Rohrbough family's lawyer, had sald he'll ask Blesch to delay an Inquest while he
pursues a lagislative Inquiry Into Columbine. "We are not agalnst the coronar's Inquiry," Arrington
sald. "We just think other alternatives are suparior.”

Coraner's Inquests are rare In Colorado. The proceeding takes place in an apen court setting,
during which a six-member jury determinas tha cause and mannar of death, Witnesses are
subpoenaad and must appear, but they can Invoke thelr right to remalin sllent, The witnesses are
questioned by both the district attorney and the ceroner.,
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"The reason we think the coroner's inquest should be delayed Is it makes the legislative
commission lass urgent and less compelllng,™ Arrington sald, "Whils we are In the current
legislattve session, we don't want that massage sant.”

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, said today he will introduce a resolutlon asking the Colorado House of
Representatives to approve creation of a leglslative cormmittee with subpoena powers to look Into
the police Investigation of the crime. The procedure has bean granted In the past to look Into
organized crime, land purchases and transportation,

Lee said the legislatlve committee would go beyond the Inquest, which Is limited to looking Into the
ceuse of death, to examine discrapanclas In a poilce tlmellne of avents that day,

"We'ra not looking for somaone to charge with a criminal act. We just want to get the truth out
there so wa can move on," Lea sald.

Lee sald a laglslative Inquiry could require pacpls to speak who have declined to do 5o becausa of
litigation.

Lee, who represents the district that includes Columbline, says he alse doesn't feel a coroner's
Inquest wlll answer all quastions about the manner of Danlel Rohrbough's death.

Arrington sald any independent Investigation into Columbine should go bayond Danlel Rohrbough's
death and look at:

How 10 students who were killed In the school's library died.

How the Jefferson County Sherlff's Offlce and district attorney's office allegedly dismissed warning
signs surrounding Harris and Klabold prior to the shootings,

Whethar Investigators hid the truth about what happened on April 20, 1999.

The scope of a coroner's Inguest will ba "far tao limited,” Arrington sald.

"This Is a dlversion, this Is not an Investigation,” sald Danlel's father, Brian Rohrbough. "We are
looking Intoe the death of ona of 13 victims, and they are trylng to avold the corruptlon In the pollce

dapartments involved."”

Rohrbough sald investigators lled about physical evidence and tha Jaffarson County Sherliff's Office
blocked the release of Information to victims' farnlllas.

"We belleve that Jeffarson County law enforcement’s geal [s to prevent any effactive Investigation
Into thelr behavlor and Thomas' call for a coroner's Inquest Is one more way to try to darall our
efforts at findlng the truth.”

Jefferson County sherlff's spokesworman Jackl Tallman welcomed the call for 8 coroner's inquest.
"We absolutely support whatever declslon Is made by the DA's office and coroner's office regarding
an inquest,” Tallman sald.

The Assoclated Press, 9News.com and Post staff writers Trant Selbert and Howard Pankratz
contributed to this story.
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Police sergeant denies that he shot student

By 2l Kirksey
Dunver Poet Staff Writer

Tuesday, January 15, 2002 - Sgt. Dan O'Shea did not shoot anyone at Columbline High School
on April 20, 1999, the Denvar policaman's attorney sald Monday.

"There are a lot of casualtles from Columbine, and Danny O'Shea is one of tham," attorney David
Bruno said.

O'Shea and his family are suffering In the glare of publiclty surrounding assertlons that he shot
Daniel Rohrbough, one of the 13 Columblne victims, Bruno sald. The assertions have baen made by
Rohrbough's parents in a motion to have a clvll sult relnstated.

O'Shea made a statement to investigators the day of the massacre, and he has not been asked to
maka another one, Bruno sald.

The sergeant will gladly cooperate with a coroner's fnquest Into Rohrbough's death If one Is callad,
ar with the Investigation belng conducted by the El Paso County Shariff's Department, Bruno sald.

The allegations are based on stataments by Jeffarson County school administrator Celine Margquez
that two days after the high school sheotings O'Shea broke down crylng and said he may have
mistakenly shot an Innocent student at Columbine, and statements by formar Arapahoe County
sheriff's Lt. Jim Taylor that he saw Rohrbough get shot and that a Denvar police officer was nearby
firing hls weapon at the time.

Taylor has since recanted those ramarks and was fired by Arapahoe County Sharlff Pat Sullivan.
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Coroner: Process helps determine facts of death

By Howard Papkratr
Denvar Post Lagal Affalrs Writer

Tuesday, January 15, 2002 - Though rare, the coroner's Inquest Is a useful tool that Informms tha
public about a person's death, Puablo County Coroner Jim Kramer sald Monday,

Kramaer, the county coroner since 1977, uses the Inquest to determine cause and manner of death
more than any other Colorado coroner, about once every 12 to 18 months,

"I use them because In my oplinlon It Is a very valld process that allows for public hearings and
aliows the famlly to ask questions,” sald Kramer, president of the Colorado Coroners Assoclation
from 1987 to 1997.

Kramar says he believes Inquests should be cansldered when the clrcumstances Include haemlcides,
law-enforcement shootings, conflict of Interest, law-anforcement requests, workers' compensation,
high-praflle deaths or when a tamily requests It,

Kramer sald that both tha coroner and the district attorney ask quastions of the subpoenaad
witnesses before a six-mamber grand-jury-like panel,

The jury, after listening to the testimony, can name the parson who caused the death, If that Is the
reasan for the death,

But the district attorney, acting separately, decldes If crirninal charges should be flled against the
person named by the jury.

C.J. Mlller, the coronar in Gunnlson County for the past 37 years, sald that except for Pueblo, the
use of coroner's Inquests are "fairly rare,"

"The objective Is to determine how, when and by what person and whether accidental, felonious or
sulclde,” Millar sald. He sald he used inquests right after the parson dled because he could take
stataments when thay were fregh.
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Leglislator wants commlttee to Investigate Columbine
By Steven K, Fauison, Associated Preos

State Rep. Don Lee, whose son was In Columbine High School's cafaterla when two student guamen began
thelr rampage, sald today he wants a leglisletive committee with subpoena powers to look Into the pollce
Investigation of the crime.

Lea, R-Littlaton, sald he will Introduce a resolutlon asking the Colorado House of Reprasentatives to approve
the procedure, which has bean granted In the past to look Into organtzed crime, land purchases and
transportation.

On Monday, prosecutors requested a coroner's Inquest Into tha death of a Columbine student whose parents
clalm he was accidentally kllled by a police officer during the 1999 massacre.

Danlel Rohrbough's parents say he was shot by a Danvar SWAT team member who rushed to the schoal after
teen gunmen Edc Harrls and Dylan Klebold began thelr Aprl 20, 1999, assault at the high school. Tha sherdff's
report on the shooting says Rohrbough was shot by Klebold.

Coronar Carl Blesch sald he hoped to declde on the Inquest request by Thursday.

Barry Arrlngton, a lawyer for parents including the Rohrhboughs trying to relnstate federal l[awsultts over the
shootings, eskad the coroner to delay his Inguest untl a declslon Is made an a faderal grand jury or legis|ative

inquliry.

Arrington sald he Is not asking for new laws, He sald ha wants lawmakers to laok at the full scope of
allagattons that police mishandled their Investigation Into what happened at Columbine and tried to cover it
up.

"There is no doubt they are not capabla of making a candid assessment, Thay flat out Ilad,” Artington sald.

Lea sald the jegislative committee would go bheyond the Inquest, which Js lmited to looking Into the cause of
death, to examine discrepancles in a police timeline of events that day.

"We're not looking for semeone to charge with a criminal act. We just want to get the truth out there s0 we
can maove on," Lee sald.

Lee said a leglskative Inguiry could require people to speak who have declined to do so because of litigation.

Among those Arrington and Lee would like subposnaed is Jaffarson County Sherlff John Stone, who has
refused to testify before the Columbine Cornmisslon formed by Gov. Blll Owens, which lacked subpoena
powers,

In a report relaased last May, the coramlsslon concluded that authorities falled to recognlze and act on
numerous advance signs that the two student gunmen were planning the deadly attack. Commissionears sald
Stone's refusal to testify biocked further Investigation.

Arringtan sald he also hopes tha committee can subpoena pollce officers who wera at Columbline and have
refused to talk about the Investigation for fear of thelir jobs.
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Jackl Tallman, spokeswoman for the Jefferson County sherlffs office, did not return cails saeking comment.
January 15, 2002
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Columblne tale began with photo

'When he looked at it, his face went ashen,’ slaln boy's mom says about former daputy
By Kevin Vaughsn, News Staff Writer

A tale that cost a deputy sheriff his job and catapulted the Columbine tragedy back Into the limelight began
with & running boy and a startling newspaper photograph.

Fitteen-year-old Danlel Rohrbough was among the Columbine High students who never cama home from
school April 20, 1999,

Hls parents, Sue Patrone and Brian Rohrbough, feared tha worst.

The next morning, Danlel's stepfather, Rich Patrone, opaned the Rocky Mountain News. On Page 13, the
farnlly's nightmare was confirmed, A photograph, taken from a hellcopter, showed a student prone on the
sldawalk, motlontess, while other teen-agers and a police officer crouched behind a car nearby.

The dead boy was Danlel.

The photograph st in motion a chaln of events that led his family to belleve that a police offlcer, rot gunmen
EHc Harris and Dylan Klebold, shot thealr son.

Sue and Rich Patrone and other famlly members rushed to Calumbing, newspaper In hand, hoping to get to
Danlel. Thay bagged Investigators to remove his body from the sidewalk where he'd lain all aftermoon that
Tuesday and through the night.

Investigators turmed them away, sending them to nearby Leawood Elementary School, whare counselors were
trylng to help the shattered famlllas deal with the deadllest school shooting In U.5. history.

At Leawood one of Sue Petrone's oldest frlands, Pam Taylor, comforted har. Petrone showed her the
newspapar.

Taylor told her friend that her hushand, Arapahos Caunty sheriffs Deputy Jim Taylor, had bean at Columbline
and had told her he'd seen & boy get shot.

Pam Taylor called her husband and asked him to come to the school, Patrone $ald,

"He came In and he gave me & hug, and then Pam sald, 'Show Jim the picture,' " Petrone recounted Friday.
She opened the newspaper.

"When he looked at It, his face went ashen,” Petrone sald.

Taylor walked from the school. Petrone sald she believas he neaded to compose himself.

A short time later, Jim Taylor returned and, according to Petrone, told her a story about seelng a boy get shot
on the sidewalk whlile running from the school.
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Later, she said, Jirn Taylor repeated the story to Danlel's father.
Rohrbough sald he was particularly Interestad in ane question: Did hls son suffer?

"That's when Jim sald, ‘No, he was dead before ha hit the ground,' " Rohrbough sald, "Jim was highty
distraught. Here you are & cop on the scene and you see & kid get killed and you can't do anything about It.

"It's cartalnly not the kind of story you would make up If you were trylng to comfort someane.”
In the corning months, Rohrbough said he talked to Taylor often. Columblne always came up.

In March 2000, Sue and Rich Petrone tnvited the deputy and his famlly over. The famlly was preparing a
lawsult over the tragedy and they wanted to verfy, agaln, Taylor's varslon of events.

Sue Petrone surreptitiously tape-recorded the conversation. "We were prepared for him to say, 'You know,
that was the most traumatic day of my IIife. I'm not really sure what I saw,' " Rohrbough said.

Instead, Rohrbough sald, the story matched in almost every way with the Inltlal conversetions he'd had with
tha deputy the day after the tragedy.

"We gave him every opportunity: 'Are you sure it was Dan? Are you sure this was what you saw?' "
Rohrbough sald.

It was, Taylor sald, according to excerpts of the tape.

"What [ seen was a boy caming down the sidewalk, you know, kind of running, you know, a fast trot,” Taylor
said, according to the tape, "They were Just running In mass chaos, and I $een a boy drop. . . ."

At that point, Rich Petrone asked, "You think it was Dan, though, or you don't know?"

"It was Dan," Taylor answoread, "and I didn't know that untll I sesn the photo the next morning In the
newspapar that It was the boy that I saan."

Last Dacember, after a federal judge dismissed all but thres of the lawsults flled agalnst Jefferson County
suthoritias, the famllles of Rehrbough and four other victims began preparng a8 motlan for recanslderation.

At that polnt, Sue Petrone sald, she callad Taylor and told him that the famlly was getting ready to file papers
i fedaral court basged, in part, on what he had told them.

"That," Brlan Rohrbough sald, "wes also another opportunlty for Jim Taylor to come to us and say, 'Don't do
that, we need to sit down and talk about it." *

The day after Christmas, the five fam|lies flled thalr motlon.
Taylor was out of state, visiting his sick maother,
On Dac. 31, after retumning to Colorado, Taylar gave his suparvisors a written statement.,

He claimed that he was never In a posltion to see Daniel Rohrbough kliled. He sald thaet he told the family only
about things he had seen on telavislon or In a newspaper.

Arapahoe County Sharlff Pat Sullivan Investigated the contradiction. In firing the deputy, the sharff concluded
Teylor had lled to the famlly but gave a "solld" statament to investigators.

Taylor has not comrmentad publicly on the situatlon.
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Tha famlly bellevas Taylor's original story Is the turth.

"His (Dac. 31) statement sald that he never sald anything to the famlly that would lead them to belleve ha'd
sesn It," Brlan Rohrbough sald. "The tape proves that |z a lla."

Contact Kavin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNews.com.
January 15, 2002
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Columbine subpoenas sought by lawmaker '

Tha Associated Press

DENVER - State Rep. Don Lee, whose son was In Columbine
High School's cafeterla when two student gunmen bagan thelr
rampaga, said Tuesday he wants a leglslative commlttee with
subpoena powars to look into the police Investigation of the
crime.

Lee, R-Littleton, sald he will introduce a resolution asking the
Colorado House of Representatives to approve the procadurs,
which has been granted (n the past to lock Into organized
crime, land purchases and transportation,

On Monday, prosecutors requested a coroner's nquest Into the
death of & Columbine student whose parents say he was
accldentally killed by a police officer during the 1999 massacre.

Paniel Rohrbough's parents say he was shot by a Denver SWAT
team member who rushed to the school after teen gunmen Erlc
Harrls and Dylan Klebold began their April 20, 1999, assault at
the high school. The sheriff's report on the shooting says
Rohrbough was shot by Klebold.

Coroner Carl Blesch said he hoped to decide on the reguest by
Thursday, A lawyer for parents trylng to relnstate lewsults over
the shootings asked the coroner to delay hils decision untii a
ruling Is made by & federal jury.
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Stone talks on Columbine

Sherlff from Jeffco often glves speechas on school shootings
By Joff Kans, Naws Staff Writar

Jeffarson County Sheriff John Stona, who refused to speak to a governar's panel about Columbine, Is sat to
tell what he knows about the tragedy to California juvenlle officers.

Stone's talk, schedulad for Jan. 31 near San Diego, is titied, "Columbine: Then and Now.' "

It 15 one of many speaches the sherlff has given natlonwide since the Aprll 20, 1999, shootings at
Columbine High Schoal that left 15 dead,

Sherlffs spokeswornan Jacki Tallman sald the speeches are more akin to "tactical training talks" that
discuss law enforcement maneuvers. That, she sald, diffars from the broad range of questions Stone would
have faced from the commlsslon.

"The reason we did these trainings Is to teach other law enforcement professionals" how te batter respond
and the |lassons learned from Columbine, Tallman sald.

5he alzo sald the closed-door nature of law-anforcement talks might glve Stone some {&gal protection. The
sherlf"s office has been sued by several victims' famllles.

Several have flled iawsults accusing the department of falling to catch the warning signs before the
shooting, and botching tha response. They also have accused Stone of wlthhalding and covering up key
Information, charges Stona den|as,

Many are critical of decisions Stone has made since the shootings, including KOA talk show host Dan
Caplls.

"Stone has lost all sense of profassional honor and duty,” sald Caplis, who Is also an attorney,

"His first duty Is to the children who were siaughtered on his watch, and to the governor who wants the
truth about how It happened,” he sald.

"It was not Callfornia blood spltled at Columbine.”
Bl Tuthill, acting Jeffersan County attorney, sald the sheriff Is sharing what he has learned,
"The sherlff has never sald there weren't lessons to be learned, or that haven't been learned," Tuthll said.

Former Colorado Suprame Court Chief Justice Willlam Erlckson, who headed the governor's commission
convened to Investigate Columbine, publicly tusslad wlth Stone over his no-show.

But he sald he had no comment on Stone's scheduled appearance In Callfornla.

"I don't think my opinlon on that would be of any valus. He Is of course at lIberty to talk to anyone he

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/cr/cda/article_.../1,1250,DRMN_106_942402,00.htm = 01/16/2002



wants to," Erlckson =sald,

The seminar is sponsorad by the Southern Callfornia Juvenlle Officars Assoclation. Assoctation Vice
President Willlam Baxter, & Los Angeles juven!le narcotics officer, sald Stone could provide attendees with
detalls that could help them tn thelr jobs.

"Any of these huge events don't go down Ilke Columbo, like they do on television,” Baxter said. "There's
always & huge cluster."

Baxter sald he was awara of some of the controversy surreunding Stone.

Baxter sald he did not expect Stone to discuss the specifics of Columbine or Its aftermath but ganeralities
that can help other juvenlle justice workers.

Tallman, the sheriffs spokeswoman, did riot have the exact number of times Stone, and others in the
department, have spokaen about Columblne. She sald talks are typlcally done on an employae's own time,

She sald the sheriff, for example, might take vacation or leave without pay.

Stnné‘é"expenses, such as alrfare and hotel, are pald by conference sponsors. He wlill not be pald anything
beyend expenses by the California group, sha sald.

Tallman sald the sheriff has not recelved gifts In exchange for his talks.

She only knew of one Instance where he was paid a speaking fae. Tallman and county spokesman John
Masson could not conflrm the evant or amount. But they sald Stone donated the monay to a college fund
for the chlldren of & sheriff's office worker dlagnosad with terminal cancer.

Contact Jaff Kass at (303) 892-2406 or kassj@RockyMountainNews. com.
January 16, 2002
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Editorlal: The need for an inquest

The Issue: The Jefferson County corener has sald he'll soon announce whether to call an Inguest Inta
the death of Danlel Rohrbough, as the Jeffco district attornay has raquested. We hope he

Coroner to  caiis ona, even though we can understand why Danlel's parents and thair attorney would

decide on  prafer the coroner walt a faw more weeks before declding whether to move forward.

inquest
Dﬂr view: We not only undarstand; we support their push for a wider Investigation with full

" subpoena powers Into law enforcement's conduct at Columblne High School on Aprll 20,
Leglslature 1999 wa're just not as confident as they are that It's golng to happen, and you know
needs to what they say about a bird in the hand.

act, too

! In a letter sent Tuasday to coroner Carl Blesch, attornay Barry Ardngton explatnad that
Brlan Rohrbough and Sue Patrone stlll *hope and balisve that their civil lawsuit agalnst the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Department will be ralnstated based upon new evidence that has recently come to light. In
Bddition, Unlted States Attornaey John Suthers s currently considering thelr raquast to launch a federal
grand jury Investigation Into the avents that occurred at Columbine . . . Finally, we are also talklng to
membars of the Genaral Assembly who have axprassad a grest deal of Interest In establlshing & legislative
commisslon to Investigate these matters, ”

Let's take those possibllities in order:

Relinstating the lawsult. This Is a long shot, at least based upen our reading of Judge Lewis T. Babcock's
rullngs of late Novamber. Granted that some new evidence has come to light since then, most notably a
disturbing tape recording of Arapahoe County deputy Jirn Taylor made 11 months after tha shootings, but
Rabcock made |t clear that a public employes |s not llable for negligence uniass he knows that |t Is "highly
probable” his declsion will result In tragedy. Even If a police officer dif shoot Danlel Rohrbough, it's hard to
sea how the offlcer should have know such an cutcome was likaly.

A faderal grand jury. This is even more unlikely, we suspect. We just can't see Suthers grabbing a hot
potato like Columbine and posstbly miring himself for months In a probe that won't result sven In a public
report if ciminal wrongdoing |e not discoverad. And firet Suthers would have to decide that there |s
evidence of a federal crime, Flnally, keep In mind that Suthers was a cablnet member In Gov. Blll Owens'
administration, whose blue-ribbon commisgion wes supposad to have done a thorough probe already Into

Columblne,

A laglelative cornmittes. Not only Is this our favorite among the three optians, It's apparently the gne
with the best chance of seeing the light of day, Republican Rep. Don Lee of Littleton Is proposing to
convene such a committes with subpoena powers to Investigata the full range of Issues involving pollce
behavior and Columbine. Frankly, such & cormmittee should have been put in place a long time ego --
especlally once it became clear that the governor's commission was golng to be such a toothless creature.

50 why not forgo a coroner's Inguest and just walt for the legislature to ride to the rescue? Aftaer all, who
killed Danlel Rohrbough s hardly the anly questlon, or even the most significant ona, Involving Columbine.
Figuring out why police took so long to get to the lIbrary and to rescue Dave Sanders looms at least as
large.

Yet there are at least three reasons for Blesch to procaed rather than wait. First, whe knows whather the

legislature will buy Lea's Idea? He tells us he thinks he can get majorlty support, but that rermalns to be
seen.

htip://www.rockymountainnews.com/cr/cda/article print/1,1250,DRMN 38 941967,00.html01/16/2002



Sacond, who knows whether the committee will function as advertised, |lat alone how long It will take to
reach any conctuslons? Wil It take six months? Elghteen?

Finally, If the sheriff's department did cover up the truth about who kllled Daniel Rohrbaugh, and tha
inguest says $o, |t wif! be time for a state or federal grand Jury. Nearly three years after Columbine, thare
Is simply no mare time to lose In getting to the truth.

January 16, 2002
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Leglslative Columbine probe?

State representative to push for panel unless tragedy Is investigated by a faderal grand Jury

By Kevin Vaughan and Michele Ameas, Naws Btaff Writars

A state lawmaker sald Tuesday that If a federal grand jury doesn't Investigate the Columbine High School
tragedy he will push to create a leglslative panel to do It.

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, sald he would propose an investigative panel with subpoena power, Legisiators
In both parties and famllles of at least two Columbine victims volced support for the proposal.

"I am not looking for legal actlon,” Lee sald. "I am not looking for someonea to blame. I'm just looking for
what we can learn fram this."

The legislative panel Is one of sevaral options for laaking Into the Columbine tragedy, which has spawned
fregh controversy with new allagations that a Denver pollce officer mistakenly shot and kilted a student and
charges that officials have covared It up.

U.S. Attormey John Suthers |5 consldering a request to take the case to a federal grand jury. As of Tuesday
aftertioon, ha had announced no declslon.

At the same tima, Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas on Monday formally asked to convene a
coroner's inquest to iook [nto the death of Danlel Rohrbough, a 15-year-old student shot In the Aprli 20,

1999, mttacks,

Coroner Carl Blesch Is expected to declda by Thursday. However, the attorney for Rohrbough's family on
Tuesday morning formaily asked Blesch to delay his decislon untli he could pursue the famlly's civil lewsult,
and the possibllity of eithar a federal grand jury or & l=glslative Invaestigation.

Lee, whose son, Shaun, was In the school cafeteria on Aprll 20, 1999, when Eric Harrls and Dylan Klabald
began thelr attack, sald he was considering a proposal to create a commlttee of elthar state
representatives or representatives and senators that would have the power to subpoena witnesses and
dotuments.

Lee sald the committee's aim would be a "fact finding” mission to "finally put to rest this tragedy.”
In order to pass the resolution and form the committee, Lee would have to get & majority of his 65 House

colleagues to approve the plan. If senators were to also be on the committes, he would heve to get the
agreement of & majorty of 35 In that chamber.

Several [awmakers said they would support the proposai.

House Speaker Doug Dean, R-Colorado Springs, seid he would lend the substantial power of his office to
advancing Lee's plan should othar Investigative measuras not be pursued. Lee represents the Colurnbina
ared.,

"I think those In the leglslature ought to listen to Don when he says his constituents want some answers,”
Dean sald. "People want answers, and I think they have & right to them."
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Lee Is also likely to recelve support from his Democratlc colleagues in the House If he moves forward with
his plan, according to House Minority Leader Dan Grossman, D-Denvar,

"I'm generally supportlve of any efforts to get more information to the famllies who weare so tragically
affected,” Grossman said. "I'm not sure that the leglslature Is the best forum for It, but If It can get more
information to the familles I suspact I and my caucus would suppart 1t

Gov. Bill Owens sald he hadn't studled the proposal and wanted to dlscuss It with leglsiative |leadarship
before he took & position. Owens appointad his own cammission headed by form#r Colorado Supreme
Court Chief Justice Willlam Erickson.

That commisslon disbanded on Dec. 31 after making a final report. The group lackad subpo&na powar and
couldn't require sorne of the key playars in the avent to testify.

The panel Lee s proposing would have subposna powar to compel people such as Jeffarson County Sherlff
John Stone, who refused to appear before the governor's commission, to tastify.

Barry Arrington, the attornay for Rohrbough's farnily, sald his first cholee would be to have the civli
lawsults relnstated in faderal court.

Short of that, he belleves the legislative commisslon is best.

Rohrbough's father, Brian Rohrbough, agrees. He would support a leglsiative invastigation Into the
Columblne tragedy because it would offar many of the benefits of a grand jury procaeding but alzo would
llkely conclude with a public report.

"At the end of It you would have their findings," he sald Tuesday.

Rohrbough sald he worrled that polltics could be & factor In the Investination and doesn't want that to
happen. What he does want to happen [s an investigation Into Columblne "so that we can learn what
happened, why It happened, and what can be leamed to keep It from happening ageln.”

Rohrbough has maintalined since April 2000 that a law officer's bullet -- not one from Columbine killers
Hamis and Klebold -- took his son's iife,

After lawsults filed by the Rohrboughs and the families of four other Columbine victims ware dismissed In
November, they fllad a motion to ravive the suits that contalned new allegations and, for the first thme,
named the officar they belleve fired the fatai shot,

Contact Kevin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNews.com. News staff writer
Karen Abbolt contributad to this story.

January 16, 2002
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Weapon provider eligible
for parole

Early release wrong, Columbline dad says

By john Ingeld
Denver Post Staff Writar

Waednasday, January 16, 2002 - Mark Manes,
convicted and sentenced to prison for selling the
Columbine killers thelr sem|-automatic handgun, gets
his first chance at parole today.

Manes, 24, Is In hls third yaar of a slx-year sentence for
providing Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold with the TEC-
DCY they used In the ManesApril 20, 1999, rampage
that left 15 people dead and two dozen woundad.

Manes has spent the past six months tn a halfway
housa In Lakewood. Today Is hlis first parcle hearlng
since being sentenced In Novembar 1999,

Manas' possible early relaasa has upset some
Columbine victims’ familles.

"I recognlze the systerm wants some abllity to award
good behavior," sald Tom Mauser, whose son, Danlel,
was kllled at Columblna. "But this Is so much more than
that. It seems llke no time has passed.”

Attorney Robert Ransome sald It is tirme for his client to
be released.

"1 just hope (tha parole board) does the right thing,
which is glve him parole," Ransome sald, "He never
should have gone to prison.”

About 2 percent of peopla aligible for parole for the first
time recelve It.

Ransome sald his cllent daserves the chance to move
on. Manes has resumed his computer job, he sald.

But Mauser sald an early release would minlmlze the
consaquances of what Manes did. Klabold fired the TEC-
DCY, which cost the klllers $500, 55 times, klilling four
peaple and wounding twa.

Mauser said he also Is upset that no authoritias told him

http://'www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1002,54%257E33801 5,00.html
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Manes was coming up for parole.

"We're all worklng paople,” Mauser sald of the victims'
famllles. "Wea have to know In advance to plan to be
there and make our volces heard.”

Nelther the Jafferson County Sherlff's Office nor district
attorney's office were natifiad of tha parole haaring by
the state Department of Carractions, spokeswomen with
the agencles sald.

A Department of Corractlons spokeswoman said her
department |s not required to notify victims or thair
ralatives of parole hearlngs but will do so upon a
request.
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Coroner's inquest seen as

“ Jan. 16:
top option -Jeffco coroner
a former

By Howard Pankrat: officer, DA
Danvar Post Lagal Affeirs Writar j.[l_\’_ﬂitlgﬂ'_tfi’_[
Wadnesday, January 16, 2002 - Legal experts say a
coroner's Inquest Into the death of Columblne studant  -Famlly seeks
Danfel Rohrbough would be batter than any other delay {n Inquest
alternatlve being consldered, such as a grand jury. decision
With a federal, state or county grand jury, the -Weapon
Rohrbough famlily and the public might be latt with no provider eliglble

answars - simllar to what happenad when the JonBenet
Ramsey murder case want to a grand jury In Boulder,
lawyers and other axperts sald Tuasday.

"It's kind of |lke the Ramsey grand jury, where at tha
end of It you get an announcernent, "The grand jury has
no Indictment. Goodbye,' Those weare not solutions,”
Denver attomey Larry Pozner sald, "Tha coroner's
Inquest Is a very good solution In this case because a
grand jury Is going to end up being sacret. I think
(Jefferson County District Attornay) David Thomas ls
sincere that he does not want this to be & tale of 8
thousand susplclons.”

Thomas on Monday requested that Jefferson County
Coroner Carl Blasch conduct the Inquest Into Danle's
death. Blesch will announce Thursday whether he will.

Pozner sald he balleves the scope of the coroner's
Inquest should be expanded to Include looking at all 13
victims' deaths.

“As long as we are golng to do something, subpoena
everyone," Porner said. "I think Colorado and Amerlca
want to know why didn't the cops go Into the bullding.
Who ordared 1t? Who sald, "Do not go In there?' I think
we should find the truth about Columbline once and for
all.”

But Pam Russell, spokeswoman for Thomas, sald Blasch
has yet to decida If he will even corvene the Inquest, If
It does convene, It would be Blesch's declslon whether
to widen the scope, Russell sald.

An Inquest Is a grand-jury-tike proceeding to determina
tha cause and manner of death. Unlike true grand-jury

01/16/2002



hearings, though, an inquest Is open to the public,

Danlel was shot three times. But his parants clalm in
federal court papers that Denver police Sgt. Dan Q'Shea
fired at laast one of those shots, not Columbine Kkillers
Ertc Harrls or Dylan Klebold.

The officlal report on the Aprll 20, 1999, massacre,
prepared by the Jefferson County Sherlff's Offica, lists
Klabold as Daniel's killer, and O'Shea has denled the
friandly-flre accusation.

Denver lawyer Nathan Chambers agraes with Pozner
about the drawbacks to grand juries.

"The problem with grand jurles Is thalr secrecy,
particutarly In a sltuation like thls where thers is great
public concern about what happenad," Chambers sald.
"I'm not sure a grand jury is golng to really solve the
cructal problam, which Is public confldence.”

Under state law, a six-mamber jury would hear
evidence prasented during an Inquest, which are rarely
used In Colorado.

The coroner runs the inquest, but the district attorney
acts as legal advisar and may bring criminal charges
after the Inquest. Witnesses are subpoenaed but can
Invoke thelr constitutional right to remain sllent.

The jury determines time and locatlon of death, and the
cause and manner In which the person died - by
accldent, homlclde, sulclde or natural causes. If the
person who caused the death can be Identifiad, the jury
names that person.

Danlel's parents, Brian Rohrbough and Sue Patrone, say
the Inquest proposed here Is too narrow In scope - it
would only examina their son's death and not thase of
the 12 othar victims. Nor would |t probe allagations of a
coverup by the sherlff's office and other agencles.

They prefer a leglslative commisslon or a grand jury,

They would also llke to sae the relnstatement of thelr
wrongful-death and negligence lawsult agalnst the
lefferson County Sheriff's Office. A federai judge
dismissed the sult, and several others by victims'
famllles, In Novemhber,

But lawyer Scott Roblnson sald what Danlel's parants
want may be unattalnable.

"Obvlously the victims' parents want far more than the

http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1002,54%257E337984,00.html 01/16/2002



coroner's Inquast. They won't be satlsfled until
somebody s on the recelving end of a criminal charge,”
Roblnson sald, "But under the circumstances, It is

pretty unlikely.

"And ultimately, the coroner's Inquest may be the best
avallable alternative that winds up belng feaslble,”
Roblnson sald. "If the parents as a whole are sincere
that what they are after are answers, then I think a
coroner's Inguest will go part way."

Chambers sald the Rohrbough family's lawyer, Barry
Arrington, would also llke a state leglsiatlve commission
to look Into Columbine.

The problem, Chambers sald, Is that in the plan
outlined by Arrington, no public hearings would be held
by the commlssion. Rather, depositions would be taken
In secret and a report Issued later,

"If the purpose of this Is to try to Instlll publlc
confldence that the truth |s belng told about what
happened,” Chambers sald, "then the more the process
Is open to public serutiny the better."

Denver lawyer David Lane belleves a grand jury may be
the way to go, Grand jurles can Issue reports evan If
they don't Indict, and Inquests are lirnited to
determining the cause and manner of death, he said.
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Jeffco coroner a former
officer, DA investigator

By Klaran Nicholsop
Deanvar Post Staff Writer

Wadnasday, January 16, 2002 - The coronar who will
declde whather to pursue an Inquest intc Columblne
student Danlal Rohrbough's death is a one-time law
officer with an ongolng passion for forensic medicine.

g Carl A, Blesch, 52, a first-time
|coronar who has held the

W Jafferson County post for just
il under a year, was thrust into
‘the center of controversy this
iweek when District Attorney
;Dave Thomas reguested the

ilnquest.

Blesch, a licensad physlcian assistant, aarned a
master's degree In medical sclence from St, Francis
College In Loretto, Pa., In 2000.

He became Immersed In forensics while rising through
the ranks and becoming a captain for the Adams County
Sherlff's Office and than as an Investigator with the
district attorney offlces in Adams and Jefferson
counties,

"He was smarter than the average guy, well-aducated
and well-spoken,” sald Adams County sherlff's Capt.
Fred Stoll.

Stoll trained Blesch as a patrol deputy back In the
19703,

"I was always Impressed with Carl's Intalligence,” Stell
said. "He has a lot of courage. I'm sure Carl wilf do the
right thing."

Renle DelPonte, a dean at Red Rocks, has known Blesch
for about four years, She describes Blesch as "calm and
collectad.”

"If anyone has to be thrust Into the limelight, It's a
good thing it's him," DalPonte sald. "He wlll be able to
handle it In a falr and honest manner and take all the
facts Into conslderation."”
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In 1970, Blesch graduated from Wittenberg Unlvarsity
In Springfleld, Ohlo, with a degree in polltical sclence
and psychology. He then attended Duke Unlversity to
study law and transferred to the Unlversity of Denver In
1972.

After Interning in Danver's juvenlle court and a
prisoners’ assistance prograrm, Blesch laft law school
and joined the sherlff's office In Adams County.

Blesch left the Sherlff's Offlce and went to work as an
Investigator with the district attorney (n Adams County
where he cultlvated an Interest In forensics.

"That's when I decidad to go to Pennsylvanla and
become a physiclan assistant,” Blesch sald. "I wanted to
laarn more about madicine to do a better job with
forensics.”

In 1983, Blesch graduated from Kettering College In
Ohio with an assoclate of sclence degree In physiclan
assistant studles,

He returned to Adams County and moved on to the
Jefferson County district attorney's office In 1987,

As a chief Investigator In Jefferson County, Blesch did
forensic work in cases Involving chlld abuse, elderly
Bbuse, vehicular assault and vahicular homicide.

In 1594, he went Into private practice as a physiclan
assistant. He returned to school and recelved hls
master's from S5t. Francis two years ago.

Blesch, who also supetvised the physician asslstant
program at Rad Rocks Cornmunity College in 1998 and
1999, was appolnted coroner last Fabruary, raplacing
Nancy Bodelson, who left the $53,000-a-year job to
spend mora time with her family.

"I'm grateful to have the apportunity for publlc service,
dolng something I have always lovad," Blasch sald.

In Colorado, coroners do not have to be med|cal
doctors. Blesch comes up for re-electlon to the four-
year post In November,

Denver Post staff writer Marllyn Roblnson contributed to
thls raport,
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Family seeks delay in
Inquest decision

Coroner Is asked to walt until other
avenues explored

By Hownrd Pankeatzand Kisran Nicholson
Danvar Post Statf Writers

Wednasday, January 16, 2002 - Tha parents of slaln
Columblne student Danlel Rohrbough asked the
Jefferson County coroner Tuesday to indeflinltaly
postpone & declslon on whether to conduct an Inquast
Into thelr son's death.

In a lettar to Coronar Carl Blesch, Brian Rohrbough and
Sue Petrone asked Blasch to hold off untll a federal
Judge, the U.S. attorney for Colorado and state
lawmakers make thalr own declsions regarding
Columbline.

"By no means do thay rule out requesting a coroner's
nquest at a later date," their attorney, Barry Arrington,
sald In the letter. "At this time, howavar, they requast
you to delay your decislon untll after they have
pursued the other alternativas.”

Jefferson County District Attorney Dava Thomas asked
Blesch on Monday to hold the Inquest. Blesch wiil
announce his decision Thursday.

The Rohrbough famlly allages that Danlel was kiiled by
a Denver polica officer, not Eric Harrls or Dylan Klebold
as authorltles have sald from the outset. The Inquest
would alm to clarlfy the discrapancy,

Blesch sald Tuesday that he hadn't made up his mind.
His declslon will Involve a "balancing test" that welghs
a nutmber of factors, Including where the U.S. attorney
and the El Paso County sherlff stand.

"The opinlon of the {Rohrbough) family and thelr
lawyer also is of Importance to me," Blesch said.

U.5. Attorney John Suthers Is considering a requast
from the famlly to convene a federal grand jury that
would explore how Danlel diad and whether authorlties
covered up a pollce shooting.
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El Paso County Sherlff John Anderson is conducting an
Invastigation Into who killed Rohrbough at the raquast
of Jefferson County Sherlff John Stone.

The family also Is pushing for a state leglslative
commission to Investigate.

Blesch said he needs to answer whether the benafits of
@ public but "limlited-scope” inquest outwelgh a grand
jury or leglslative commission, which can probe more
broadly but In a closed setting.

Blesch also sald he doasn't want to Impedea any other
investigation or process currently underway.

"I'm not attached to the district attorney or law
enforcement communlty. This Is an Independent
agency," Blesch sald. "And as such we have the
obligation to (Rohrbough) and to the community in
determining what happened to cause the death."

Blesch sald an Inquest would focus on the manner In
which Danlel died, specifically If It was an accldent or &
homicide.

He sald an Inquest would not start for at least 60 to 90
days. In the interim, he would meet with family
members and lawyers for all sides.

Although these meetings would be closed, Blesch sald
he'd make transcripts of the meetings public.

"One of the questions I would ask folks s, "Who do you
think should come to the inquast to testify and why?' "

Arrington sald Daniel's parents have not rulad out a
coroner's Inquest, but they feel this one would be too
narrow in scope, not touching the critlcal I1ssuas about
the overall law enforcement response to the school.

Arrington sald the scope of the Inquest would be
lImited to Danlel Bnd the three or four minutes before
and after when he got shat.

"We don't want It limited to Danny," Arrington said.
"We want to talk about what happened to those kids in
the Hbrary."

Arrington sald the bast thing would be for U.5. DIstrict
Judge Lewis Babcock to relnstate the family's wrongful-
death and nagllgence lawsult agalnst the Jafferson
County Sheriff's Office.
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Babcock in November dismissed elght lawsults brought
by victims' famllles,

"I hope Babcock will do It. It stinks to high haavan, and
I think meybe the federal judge |s getting a whiff of It
fow," Arrington sald,

But Arrington, a former state lawmaker, also said ha
hopes a state leglslative commission Investigates.

He said the commission would ba composed of about
seven state leglslators who would hire a staff of
lawyers, a paralegal and secretaries,

The staff, which would have subpoena powers, would
depose wltnesses, study documents and draft a report
for the commisslon, which would maka the report
public,

There would be no public hearings, and the depositions
would be conducted In private,

Afl contents Copyright 2001 The Danver Post or other copyright
holdars. All rights resarved. This material may riot ba publishad,
broadcast, rawritten or radistributed for any commarclal purpose.
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Owens, Salazar back Rohrbough inquest

By Howarg Pankratz ang Klaran Nicholzen
Danvar Post Steff Writere

Thursday, January 17, 2002 - The governor and attorney general volced strong support
Wednesday for an Inquest Into a Columbine student's death, with the Jefferson County coroner
scheduied to anncunce today whether to launch the Inqguiry.

"We are beyond the stage of needing to keap Information confidental for a criminal investigation.
5o the Informatlon should be made public," Attorney General Ken Salazar sald. "A coroner's inquest
furthers that Interest.”

The Jefferson County district attorney asked Coroner Carl Blesch on Monday to convene an Inquest
Into Daniel Rohrbough's death after weeks of scorching controversy over who shot tha 15-year-old.

But the family wants Blesch to delay an Inquest untll broader investigative optlons are axhausted,
The coroner gave no hint Wednesday of which way he was leaning. He sald he would announce the
declslon at a 2 p.m. news conference.

"I really want to take the full amount of time to consider something of thls importance,” ha said,

Over the past few weeks, Blesch has consulted with other metro-area coroners about an Inquest, a
grand-jury-like proceeding that Is open to the public but raraly used in Coforado.

Arapahoe County Coroner Mlke Dobersen, who heads the Colorado Coroners Assoclatlon, said that
If he were Blesch he wouldn't hold an Inquest.

"My oplnlon would be they shouldn't," sald Dobersen, who conducted four of the 15 Columbins
autopsles, though not Rohrbough's. "It wouldn't add significantly to the cause or manner of death,
which is the reason for an inquest,”

The cause of death is already known: three gunshot wounds. Dobersen sald he doubts the Inquest
wiil shed any new light on the manner of death or on who shot Rohrbough.

The Rohrbough famlly alleged in fedaral court papers last month that a Denver SWAT officar's
bullet struck Daniel on Aprll 20, 1999. The offictal Jefferson County Sherlff's Office report says
Dylan Klebeld kllled the frashman,

The Rohrbough famlly askad Biesch on Tuesday to delay the Inquest while It pursues three other
optlons that would explore broader Issues of how all tha Columbine victims died, the overall police
response to Columblne and whether there was a cover-up ovar who shot Danlel,

The optlons are:

Relnstatement of the famlly's wrongful-death and negligance lawsult agalnst the sherlffs
department. A federal judge dismissed the sult in Novambaer.

A federal grand-fury probe.
An Inquiry by a state leglslative commission.

But Ken Lane, a spokesman for the attornay genaral, sald he thinks the caronsr will conduct the
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Inquest,

Attorney General Salazar sald the Inquest Is the best way to publicly alr what happened to
Rohrbough, who was shot outslde the school,

"A coroner's Inquest provides a forum where people can get more Informatlon than they can from a
grand jury,” Lane sald. "The whole Idea is to find out what Is there and make It publlc."”

Lane said It would take weeks, maybe months, to start a legisiative Investigation. The legislature
adjourns in May.

Dan Hopkins, spokesman for Gov. Bill Owens, sald Owens has felt all along that Distrlct Attorney

Deve Thomas was In the best position to declde what direction should be taken, be It grand jury ar
coronar's Inquest.

If state Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, seeks a legislatlve commission to investlgate, Hopkins sald, the
governor will want to revlew the format with leglsiative leaders.

Dobersen, the Arapahoe County coronar, sald he doesn't know whether the famlly's request to
defer the Inquiry makes Blesch's decision mora dIfflcult,

"He simply needs to make a declsion on whether » coroner's Inquest at this time would add
anything significant te people's understanding of the avants," Dobersen sald.

Barry Arrington, the lawyer for the Rohrbough family, sald he talked with Blasch on Tuesday about
hls cllents' concerns.

"He sald he would take our views Into account,” Arrington said. "But he made no commitmant.

"I think Carl Is golng to do what he thinks Is best. Hopefully, that means deferring the Inquast untl|
after we haar from the leglslature. If ha doesn't, we will support kim In full,”

The Jefferson County corener sald he has consulted 2 wide varlaty of people about the Inguast,
Including El Paso County Sherliff John Anderson, Anderson's offlce Is conducting an Independent
Investigation of Rohrbough's shooting at the request of Jefferson County Sherlff John Stone.
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The people of Columbine

A variety of psople am involved In ongoing Columbine developments.
Hera are briaf sketches of sach and a summary of the investigative
options now attracting the most aatious donsiiaralion:

DANIEL
ROHMRROUOH: |
Dandel, 15, was one {3
of two students killed
outside Coumtine |
High on Aprll 20,
1998, Ho was hit by
thred bullats. His
parents clatm
fedaral court papers that Daméer polios
Sgt. Dan O'Shea fired at least one of
thoes shote and that not alt wers fired
ty Dylan Kiebold or Eric Harms as
oificialy eay.

SUSAN PETRONE and BRIAN

ROHRBOLUGM: Danlel's mother and

Tathae have baen pushing for additiconal

inveatigations intc 1hair son's daath

for aimoat thres yaans, Their federal
rongfuk ;

waa damissed In Novembar — abng
with lawsliits by several other viotime*
familisg. Thay &re tndng to pet the
lwsult reirwtatod by (.S, Districs
Judge Wikey Canie! or the 10th UE
Circuk Count of Appsals.

DAVE THOMAS:
The Jalemcn
digtrict attomey has
asked the county
carngs 1o hold &
publio coroner's
Inquoat Into Daniet
Rotwbough's death to
determing who ghot
the teenager.

BARRY
ARRINGTON: A
former atate
lawmakar and tha
Hahrbough femily's
lawyar, Arrington in
pushing for &
legialative
cotrumiaslon to
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investigate Columbine. The
commission would have subpoena
power and could explore broad
agpacts ol the Calumbina shoaoting
and mbroequan Jattarson Courdy
Shentts Office inveatigation.

DON LEE: A

dietrict inctudes
Cotumbing, Lee Mty
would chair the
Ingislative
commigsion. Ha's
waiting to aaa if the ‘

U.5. attomey for Colorado comenes
a fedaral grand jury before pushing
abead with tha oormminsion. The
House likely wouki creata the
oorndsalon by approving & resolution.

CARL BLEERCH: T
The Jeflerson County il
comonet wil announca
today whindhar to hold
an Inqueet.

JOHN SUTHERS:
Tha LLE. attorney for
Colarado s
canakdering a recuest
from the Rohrbough
fardly to corvene a
faderal grard jury to
lock inte & police .
coverup over who ‘

shot fhir son. A tederal gram:l jury'a
proceadings would not be putlic
uniasa an Ingdlotmant Is handed up,

JOHN u
ANDERSON: The B |
Paso County shenft |:

In conducting an
Investigation into g
whsther “riendly fire" .. /g
klad Rohrbough.

Joffaraon County

Sherif John Stone
requasted the probe las! monih
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First parole bid denied for Columbine gun seller

BY Heward Pankrats
Danvar Poxt Lagal Affairs Writar

Thursday, January 17, 2002 - In his first bid for freedom, parole was denled Wednesday to the
man who sold Columbine killers Erlc Harris and Dylan Klebold a semiautomatic handgun, one of
four guns used during tha 1959 rampage.

Mark Edward Manes, 24, was released from prison six months ago and Is Iiving in a Lakewood
halfway house. He's been working at a computer-programming job.

While no Columbine victims' famllies attended the parola hearing because they weren't notifled In
advance, several applauded the denlal of parole.

"He was obvlously directly involved In the deaths of 13 people," said Bruce Back, whose step-
daughter, Lauren Townsend, was ane of 10 people kllled In the school library. "Someone needs to
take responslblity. I know he has, But he can't expect a slap on the wrist."

Brlan Rohrbough, father of slain student Danlel Rohrbough, sald the parole board made the right
decislon.

"He Is one of the people directly responsible for all the suffering surrounding Columbline,”
Rohrbough sald. "To put him back in soclety just Isn't right considering all the suffering.”

Manes pleaded guilty in August 1999 to providing a handgun to a minor and possession of a
dangerous weapon. He was sentenced to slx years [n prison.

"At this polnt, I can only hope that Mr. Manas Is truly sorry for his involvement and the deaths and
Injurles that resulted from it," said Brad Bernall, father of slain student Cassia Bernall. "Hopefully,
when he Is finally released, he will ba smarter and have a deslre to llve within the law as a free,
responsible cltizen,”

Speaking softly and briefly durlng the hearing, Manes told the board, "I have a lot golng for me. I
have grown a |ot sInce this Incident.”

Manes sald that as a young man, he had a severe drug and alcohol probiem and supported hls
hablt by selling drugs.

Manes' parents, Mlke and Diann Manes, told the parole board they would provide the utmost
support for thelr son If parcle was granted,

"Mark Is doing an excellent job now In supporting hirnself and has a bright career path In front of
him," Mike Manes said.

Diann Manes sald her son "Is commltted to doing well."
Threa hours after they spoke, however, the board dented parole.
The board said Manes could reapply In a yaar,

Bob Ransome, Manes' lawyer, sald the declslon was disappointing, as was the orlglnal sentence,
whilch Ransomae called excesslve.
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Littwin: Don't lose the Columblne momentum

The momenturn, suddanly, |5 irresistible. Tha tape did that. The Jim Taylor tape -- revealing that
the since-fired Arapahoe County deputy lled to someaacna -- changed everything.

And now, anything Is possible.

y A Columbine lawsult, once dropped, could be relnstated. A U.S. attorney, In consldering a
requast for a federal grand jury, can't Ignore the possibility that cops from varying jurlsdictions
may not be telling the entire truth. The lagislatura, meanwhlie, Is consldering holding Its own

investigation.
Evarything's possibla, up to and Including a disastrous mistake.

For Brian Rohrbough and Sue Petrone, there Is this possibility: To get at the truth, they could Inadvertently |et
Jefferson County off the hook.

Thig is the day Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blegch ts expected to announce whather he'll conduct an Inquest
into the death of their san, Danlel Rohrbough,

Thls was a request - comnlng from the reluctant DA Dava Thomas and following the electric release of the
Taylor tape -- that Blesch would find hard to refuse, The pressure was too great. There ware too many
questions, asked very publicly, that neaded answers.

Nearly three years after the shootings at Columblne High Schoal, It looked as If somathing had to be done ta
address the contradictions, and an Inguest -- held In public, with subpoena power -- seemad an anlightenad
cholce.

The problem with grand jury testimony Is that, without an Indictment, It remalns secrat. The Idea ts to find
answers. And with an inquest, Jefferson County would, In affect, finally be admitting It's time for some hands-
on-the-Blble self-axamination,

And then, i & surprise move, Denlel's parents requestad that Blesch delay his declslon.

You know what that means. If I were Blesch, I know I'd waste no time honerlng that request. If he postpones
his decislon, he's only acceding to the parents' wishes. Nobody could blarme him for that.

If you're wondering why the parents want a postponement, It's not as strange as It sounds. The civil sult,
which they hope to have relnstated, has always been thelr first cholce. Falling that, a federal grand jury would
concelvably go whaerever the truth would lead. And the leglslature, as state Rep. Don Lee has proposed, could
sat up a commlttes with subpoena pawer,

The parents are worrled that an Inquest Into their son's death would be too narrow for truth-finding. They
want all the deaths Investigated. They want a thorough Investigation of the sherlff department's Calumbine-
related actlvities —- befors, durlng and after the shaotings.

But there s risk for the parents. This Is a roll of the dice. According to those who should know, the judge
probably won't relnstate the civil case. And few expect U.5. Attorney John Suthars to convene a federal grand

Jury. That would leave the leglglature,
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If Lee, whose san was In the Columbine cafeterla that day, can get the votes for 8 committee, there Is the stili
the problem of forming a group free of politics that would bravely go whera the povernot's commission did
not,

And as we know, cormmltteas are famously committeeltke. Whan they maka findings, thay tend to come out
llke committee findings, heavy on compromise and couched language and short on definitive answars.

And here's the danger. If this I3 left to the legisiature and Danlel's parents still don't get the answers they
want, whaere do they go from thera? The parents say they want an inquest only as a last resort. But
momenturn doesn't last forever, It could be a yaar or more before the legisiature would dallver a finding.
Without public pressure, It would be easy enough for Jefferson County to say that the legal system and the
leglslative system already have spoken and that enough, finally, Is enough.

The parents are right that a coroner's Inquest would necessar(ly be narrow In scope. But It would not be so
narrow that It would fall to dellvar Jaffarson County Sherlff John Stone in publlc, under cath, with the whole
world watching.

It could even be beneficlal to narrow the focus to one Incldent. Let's go back to the case of the leglslature.
How rmany resources (read: funds) would go to an Investigation? Would thare be encugh to thoroughly
Investigate a crime as complex s Columblna? And, If not, what gets |eft out?

An Inguest would force the sheriff's dapartment to answer the specific question Danlel Rohrbough's parents
have ralsed.

If the Inquest showed & pattarn of pollce Inconsistencles, somebady would have to act.

If an Inquest -- as the parents balleve -- couldn't positively Identify Klabold and Harris as the ones who killed
Danlel Rohrbough, someone would have to act,

If an Inquest tumad Columbline fatigue Into public outrage, you can be sure thers would be no lack of actors.

If making one tapea public focused averyone's attentlon, Imagine what a publlc Inquest would da. Now Imagine
If that opportunity ends up belng lost.

Mike Littwin's cofumn appears Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Call him at (303) B92-5428 or a-mall him at
itwinm@rockymountainnews, com,

Jaguary 17, 2002

MORE LITTWIN COLUMNS »

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rlghts Reserved.
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Man who sold gun used by Columbine kiliers Is denled parole

By Hector Gutiarrer, Naws Stalf Writar

Mark Manes, convicted of selling a handgun to one of the Columbline killers, was denled parole Wednesday.
Manes, 24, was moved to a community corrections halfway housa last June.

Robert Ransoma, Manes' lawyer, said that Manes has been a productlve member of society as he sarvas the
remalndar of his six-year sentence In the halfway housa.

"We're disappolinted, but it was not unexpected," Ransome sald, after the board danled Manes parole.

Donald Fleming, the father of Kelly Ann Fleming, a Columbline student kllled In the attack, sald the board's
decislon to deny parole was appropriate consldering the magnltude of the attack.

"l think It's a good thing,"” Fleaming sald. "The sentence for my chlld was forever, and he got, what, $ix years,
and now he's in & halfway house?"

Manes pleaded gullty to providing a TEC-DC9 aasault pistal to & minor and belng In possession of a sawed-off
shotgun.

The TEC-DCS and shotgun were armong the four weapons used by Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold during the
April 20, 1999, rampage at Columbine High School.

Contact Hactor Gutferrez gt (303) 892-5204 or at gutierrezh@RockyMountainNaws.com.

January 17, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Resarved.
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ap wire | menbc - gouthwast gats Hot Shot fire crew
clnema gulde

pazette l‘i":'ii: DURANGO - Southwest Colorado Is gatting Its first Hot Shot
fuick fa craw that wlll be avallable 24 hours a day and seven days a
markat place Week to help fight fires in the raglon and around the country.

laggflad
caresrs | coupona  The 20 mambers of the San Juan Intaragency Hot Shat Craw

rasl estate | sutc  wlll be trained to fight major whidland fires, parachuting Into
print ads online  hard-to-access areas If necessary.

$ubscriba Todwyl  During slow times thay can respond to local fires and In the

; ‘ winter they willl work on prescribed-burn projects, sald Mark
Lauver, fire managesmeant offlcer for the San Juan Public Lands
Center and supervisor of the new crew,

\ Lauer sald Durango was selected as home for the crew bacause
i il of ks proximity to recent wildfires and Its central location.

Columbina gun saellar danled relense

DENVER - A man who sold a semlautomatic handgun to the
Columbine klllers was denled release Wedneasday by a parole
board.

A second parole hearing for Mark Manes was scheduled In one
year, his lawyer, Robert Ransome, sald.

Mares, 24, has served two years of a slx-year sentence an gun
charges.

He sold Dylan Klebold and Erlc Harrls the TEC-DC9 they used
along with other weapons In the Aprll 20, 1999, rempage thet
left 15 people dead and two dozen wounded,

Taachar suspendad for homb at falr

KIOWA - A teacher In the Kiowa School District has bean
suspended with pay and a student Is under investigation for a
project that laft pollce removing an Inert bomb frorm tha Klowa
sclence falr.

The davice could not explode, but the student had the
Ingredlents necessary to make a llve bomb, said Mlke Knight, a
spokesman Tor the 18th Judiclal District Attorney's Office,

Gregory Kruthaupt, superintendent of the Klowa district, sald
the teachar was placed on pald adminlstrative leave.

News services
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Coroner: No Rohrbough inquest

Renewed trauma for Columbine survivors cited, but door still open to
future Inquiry

Danvar Post Staff Writers

Friday, January 18, 2002 - Jefferson County's coroner declined Thursday to convene an Inquest
Into the death of Columbline frashman Danlel Rohrbough, saylng he didn't want to retraumatize
student witnesses who polint to Erlc Harrls and Dylan Kiebold as the killers and not a police officer.

["There ware more than 20 stateaments taken from Innocent survivors,"
Coroner Carl Blasch sald, "and every single one of those stataments
fndicates that the shootars in thls case were Mr. Harris and Mr. Klebold."

t

| "My obllgatlon as coroner, If I conducted an Inquest, would be to put the
survlvors on the witness stand in open court and make them rellve the

y mbsolute worst day of thelr lives,” Blesch said. "I am not wlliing to do that
fy—rryrer—r— Iat this time."

|
e
5
|

about the cause and manner of Rohrbough's death. But Blesch sald he wouldn't rule out a future
Inquest If additlonal evidence surfaces through other Investigative options the Rohrbough familly Is
pursuing.

Blesch !Ha said an Inguest would sarve "no purpose” In altering the public record

Danlel's father, Brian Rohrbough, who had asked Blesch to delay the inquest, nonatheless
disagread with the coroner's reasoning.

Rohrbough sald witness statements are unrellable. In federal court papers flled last month, the
famlly clalmed a bullet from Denver SWAT Sgt, Dan Q'Shea hit their son. O'Shea and authoritias in
Denver and Jeffarson County say that's not true.

"I would rely far more on ballistics evidence than I would on ayawltnesses,” Rohrbough said.

He Insisted Thursday that Danlel, 15, was shot from in front by pollce fire and nat from behind by
Harrls or Klebold.

Blesch said he needs more evidence that someone other than Harrls or Kiebold fired any of the
three bullats that struck Danlel Rohrbough before he puts students on the witness stand,

"I am golng to have to have a very good reason to proceed to an Inguest when the human tragedy
of this can result In the re-victimizatlon of those witnesses," he sald,

Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas had asked Blesch on Monday to convene tha
inquest, which Is sirmllar to a grand jury proceeding but open to the public. Inquests are rarely usad
in Colorada.

Appearing alongside Blasch at an afternoon news conference, Thomas sald he supported Blesch's
declslon, partly because the Rohrboughs had asked for a delay.

"When I Initlally proposed the coroner's Inquest, I had only one desire, and that Is to try to bring
some constructive process to this fact-finding process that seems to be swirling In the media," he
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sald. "And | wanted It to ba done in an open forum,"

Late Thursday, Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar called for a complete public alring of the
avidence over who shot Danlel Rohrbough, He sald that to bring closure, all Information related to
the Aprll 20, 1999, massacre should be made public, including Information from the varlous
Investigations spawned by the tragady.

Harrls and Klebold killed 13 people and woundad two dozen others before committing sulclde in the
waorst school shooting In U.S. history.

"There should be no withholding of information or any imprassion that any information Is being
withheld, and this Includes information from autopsy reports as well as other intarnal investigations
that have bean conducted with respect to the response and Investigation that occurrad related to
the Columbline klilings," Salazar said.

The Rohrbough family had asked Blasch on Tuesday to delay tha inquest whila it pursues three
other options, Those options would explore broader Issues of how all the Columbine victims dled,
the overall pollce response to Columblne and whether there was a cover-up over whe shot Danlel.

The optlons are:

Relnstatement of the famlly's wrongful-death and negligence lawsult against the Sherlffs
Department. A federal Judge dismissed the sult In November.

A federal grand-jury probe,
An inquiry by a state lagislative commlsslon.

"I don't know whether any of these other alternatives are going to pan out or play out gt all,”
Thomas sald.

Blesch sald he didn't want to Interfere with plans for a grand jury or leglslative commission. He also

wants to awalt results of an El Paso County Sherlff's Department Investigation Into Columblne,
ragquested by the Jeffarson County sherlff last month.

If any of those Investigations yield new evidence "wlith respect to the manner and death of Danny
Rohrbough, T will revisit convening an Inquest at that time," Blesch sald,
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Blesch's decision accepted

Canvar Fost Staff Writers

Friday, January 18, 2002 - The declslon not to pursue a coraner's Inquest Into the death of
Columblne student Daniel Rohrbough was met with rallef by the sialn 15-year-old's father,

Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blesch, In declining to proceed with the Investigation, sald he didn't
want to retraumatize witnesses by making them tastify during an Inquest.

"(Blesch) cltes that It would be harmful to the eyawitnesses, and T think It probably would ba,"
Brlan Rohrbough sald,

Rohrbough sald he also feared that a public coroner's Inquest might create a clrcus atmosphere.

Rich Petrone, Danlel's stepfather, sald he didn't rmind that Blesch dacided not to pursue the inquest
now. But he was disappointed by the coronar's strong bellef that Dylan Klebold or Erlc Harris kllled
Rotirbough.

“For someone who didn't want to get Involved, ha had a very strong posltion,” Petrone sald. "It
dldn't sit well with me.,"

Danlel's family asked Blesch on Tuesday not to hold an Inquiry because thay are pursuing other
optioens and feared an inquest could sldetrack those.

The Rohrbough family Is hoping that a legislative commission will look fnto not enly Danlel's death
at Columbine, but also other events before and after the shooting, including allegations that
evldence has been withheld as part of a cover-up.

"The leglslature being Involved would allow a private deposition, and a hearing, and then a full
report, so ultimately It is made publlic,” Rohrbough sald, "But It Is not made public as It Is golng on.
And that has a huge benefit.”

state Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, who represents the Columbline area, is researching the ldea of a
legislative commlssion. Thursday's declslon by the coroner has no bearing on that research, he
safid,

Lae sald he is still looking Into how the commission would be put together, but he sald Reps.
Shawn Mitchell, R-Broomfield, and Glenn Scott, R-WestmInster, would sit on the panel If one |5
formed.

Mitchell Is a lawyer and Scott is a Columbine graduate, Lee sald.

The Reohrbough famlly has also requested that U.S. Attorney John Suthars impanel a federal grand
Jury to examine Columbina. :

A Suthers spokesman sald there |s no timetable on a declslon.

Earller this week, Gov. BIll Owens and Attorney General Ken Salazar both supported a coroner's
inquest. Owens spokesman Dan Hopkins sald Thursday that the governor daclined to comment
untll he could revlew the reasoning behlnd Blesch's decislon,
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"The attorney general raspeacts the coroner's wishes to not hold an Inquest at thls time," sald Ken
Lane, Salazar's spokesman,

Denver Post steff writer Trent Selbert contributed to this report.
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Jeffco fights Rohrbough suit

By Howard Papnkrptr
Danvar Post Lagnl Affeirs Writer

Friday, January 18, 2002 - A lawsult against the Jeffarson County Sheriff's Office should not be
relnstated because the parents of slain Columbline student Danlel Rohrbough no longer claim he
was kllled by a sheriff's deputy, Jawyers for the department said Thursday In U.S. District Court.

Attorney Bernard Woessner said in court papers that lawyers for Rohrbough's parents had blamed
& sheriff's deputy for Danlel's death, clalming thelr allegation was based on staterments of an
unidantifled teacher and a pollce officer.

Now, the Rohrbough lawyers have acknowledged that thair allagation was mistaken and are now
accusing Denver pollce SWAT Sgt. Dan O'Shea, Woessner wrote.

Woessner said the earller allegations "tarnished the raputations” of 11 sherlff's department
employees named In the lawsuit. The Rohrboughs should ask that the claims against the deputles
be dismissed rather than asking that the lawsuit be relnstated, Woessnar told U.S, District Judge
Lewls Babcock.

What's mora, Woessner added, the lawyers for the Rohrboughs base thelr clalm agalnst O'Shea on
the affidavit of a person who didn't witness the Columbine attack.

Babcock dismlissed the Rohrboughs' lawsult, and seven others, In November, One lawsult, by the
farnlly of slain teacher Dave Sanders, Is stlll pending.
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Release all records, data, Salazar urges

By Hownrd Pankrats
Danver Post Lagn! Atfalrs Writer

Friday, January 18, 2002 - Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar on Thursday called for any
public safety agency that had anything to do with the Columbine shootings or Investigation to
relesase all racords and Information.

In a letter to three Jeffarson County officlals - Sherlff John Stone, Coronar Carl Blesch and District
Attorney Dave Thomas - and El Paso County Sherlff John Anderson, Salazar requested that:

All Information related to the April 20, 1999, massacre be released since the crliminal Investigation
and prosecutions of the two killers and thelr accomplicas |s over, Salezar sald there should be no
withholding of information or any Impression that any Information Is belng withheld, Including
Informatlon from autopsy reports as well as other Internal nvastigatlons.

All agencles involved In the Columbina Investigation should provide Anderson and his Invastigators
wlth all the assistance necessary - Including thelr expertlse and resources - to determine whather
Danlel Rohrbough was killed by "friendly fire” or by Erfc Harrls and Dylan Klabold,

Stone asked Andarson last month to conduct the Investigation.

After Anderson completes hls Investigation, a coroner's inquest shouid be considared,

Blesch should review Anderson's report and decide If an inquest wouid ba useful, Salazar wrota. If
necassary, the Inquest could Include hearings and subpoena witnesses so all Information Is made
public. If there are other issues the Inquast might also delve Into, then Its scopa should be
broadenad.

After Anderson's Investigation and the coroner's actions are completed, a state or county grand
jury could be convened to examine any criminal allegations.
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Blesch, Thomas transcripts

By The Danver Post

Friday, January 18, 2002 -

Below Is a transcript of the cornments of Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blasch and Jefferson
County District Attorney Dave Thomas;

Blansch;

Goad afternoon ladies and gentlemen. I'm Carl Blesch, the Jaffarson County Coronar. I'll have
some rermarks after which I will be happy to entertaln a few questions from you.

District Attorney Dave Thomas s also here. Ha may have some remarks or answer some guastions
as wall,

Let me begin by saying that for at least the prasent time, there will be no coroner's Inquast Inta the
manner and cause of death of Danny Rohrbough at Columblne High School In Aprll of 1999,

I'd like to share with you some of the reasons for this particular declsion. But first I want to let you
know I recelved a request from District Attorney Dave Thomas earller this week and I'd llke to
make some comments on that request,

When the news medla raised the Issue of a coroner's Inquest, what seams like quite a long time
ago, and was actually just 10 days, all of us In the coroner's office began to look at the statute

agaln and began to reconslder the kinds of things the Inquest Is Intanded to do because, as you
know, they are qulte rare in Colorado.

The manner and cause of death In modern times Is generally dealt with by sclentific Investigation.

And so as we did that, I came to have some conversations with Mr. Thomas, the district attorney,
whom I feel to be & competent and dedicated public servant who made thls request for the same
reason that I inltlally thought it to be approprlate. And that Is that there ara number of Issues that
some folks have raised with respect to the Columbine tragedy and that an open haarlng might be a
better vanue within which to consider those issues.

Now we recognlze that a coroner's Inquest can only deal with the manner and cause of death, And
because of that It was necessary for me to consider what the Inquest could accomplish to shed
more light than heat in this case.

But I appreciatad the district attorney's request and I supported recelving It.

And any blame for turning down thls inquest s mine and mina alone.

Let me tell you a little of my thinking In this regard.

As you know because an Inquest [s confined to the manner and cause of death at least some of the
Issuas that have been raised in the Columbine tragedy cannot be reached by a coronar's Inquest at
all.

I can't tell you how many Inquests have been done In Colorado In the last two or three decades.
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But with the exception of one jurisdiction there have been virtually none.
One or two In the metro area In the last 20 or 30 years.

50 we really don't have a lot of models to go by In terms of inquests. But the one thing we know Is
that the manner and cause of death Is all we have the authorlty to examine,

As all of us know, there Is an indapendeant Inguiry golng on conducted by the El Paso County Sherlff
right now. I am told that Inquiry will be completed In a few weeks,

And I'm also told that a leglslative commission may be convened or a federal grand jury Is still
under consideration. And because these things are stlll In process, and because they have
potantially broader scope than I can offar, that was part of the consideration I had concerning
whather an inquest should go forward.

But there ara some other things that welghed heavlly upon my consideration,

As you know, I was not the coroner at the time of the Columbline tragsdy. So I don't pretend to be
& master of the facts of what happened at Columbine. And because I've only been in office for
about 11 months, I thought It would be appropriate for me to begin to examine some of the
avidence from the Columblne Investigations.

One of the things that struck me as I began this raview Is that there are more than 20 statements
taken from Innocent survivors - mostly kids who were high schoo! students at Columbine High
School at the time of the tragedy - and that thase statements, with the expected variations that
you always get when you are Interviewing people at a critical Incldent llke this, every single one af
those stateaments Indicates that the shooters In this case wara Mr. Harrls and Mr. Klebold.

And I'm talking now about the shooters generally and also traglcally the death of Danny
Rohrbaugh,

There may be other evidence that should be considered. Certalnly some folks have ralsed some
Issues. And I want you to know that I am not dlscounting those at this time.

But I also want you to know that bacause there Is an overwhelming body of testimonlal evidence
my obligation as coroner, If I conducted an inquest, would be to put the survivors on the witness
stand In open court and make them re-live the absolute, worst day of thelr lives.

And I am not wllling to do that at this time.

I am golng to have to have a very good reason to proceed to an Inquest when the human tragedy
of this can result In the re-victimilzation of those wltnesses,

And so here |s what I hope you wlill think Is a common sense plan;

Number one, I am golng to walt for the release of the El Paso County investigation and I will
consider It carefully.

If there Is further evidence that Is appropriate to consider with respect to the manner and cause of
death of Danny Rohrbough, I will re-visit convening an Inquest at that time.

Further, If a legislative hearing or a grand jury reveals that there Is Informatlon that Is contrary to
what I have In my possession now, concerning the manner and cause of death of Danny, I wlll re-
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vislt the inquest and at that time potentlally make the decision to convene one,

Furthermore, If any Interestad party wishes to present me with credible evidance that somaone
othar than Harris and Klabold is responsible for the death of Danny Rohrbough I will take that
evidence Into carefui conslderation and It may lead me to conclude that I should convene an
Inquest at that time.

I want you to understand that my foundational objectlon to proceeding right now, before thare are
any other particular pieces of evidence avallable to me, other than the overwhalming body of
avidence that I have In these testimonlal statements, which by the way were taken from all sorts of
law enforcament agencies than the sherlff's department, Including the Faderal Bureau of
Invastigation, If T am going to proceed, I'm golng to need something that wiil allow me to do a
balancing test.

And that balancing test will be that tha potentlal harm that will be done to witnesses testifying In
an open hearing will be outwelghed by the public need for furthar information.

Untll that time, T must respectfully decline to proceed wlith an Inguest.

Thomas!

I support the decislon of Coroner Carl Blasch,

I think It Is obvlous from his comments that he and I have had a numbar of discussions over the
past few days. And we have, not only about the concapt of the coroner's inquest, but about how It
would be conducted and undar what clrcumstances it would be conducted.

I have to say that when I Initlally proposed the coroner's Ingquest In terms of a forimal request, I
had only one deslre. And that Is to try to bring some constructive process to thls fact-finding
process that seems to be swirling In the madia.

And I wanted It to be done In an open forum.

I mat with a number of familles back on Dac. 20th of last year. And thelr request was for & grand
jury investigation an a number of Issues Including this one.

The problem that I've expressed many times to the media s that grand jurles are secrat. The
witnesses are sworn to secrecy, the people who participate. It seems to me and still does that the
Issues surrounding the tragedy at Columbine and particularly the death of Danny Rohrbough needs
to be resolved to the public's satisfaction In a public way.

I support this.

I told Mr. Blesch yesterday that he could conslder my letter requesting a coroner's inquest to be a
continulng request. That If the circumstances that he described ara met I would contlnua to
cooperate and push for that.

I don't know whether any of these other altarnatives are golng to pan out or play cut at all.

I also I have to say that one of the conslderations for me was whether Brian Rohrbough and his
family supported this. And It has bacome obvlous to me in the last few days that they do not - do
not suppott a coroner's Ingquest at this time.
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And I was under the misunderstanding that thls might ba a route where the families could find
somae closure.
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Coroner delays call for Inquest

Daniel Rohrbough's dad backs Blesch's plan until other inquiries play out
By Kevin Vaughan, Nays Staff Writer

JEFFERSON COUNTY -- There will be no coroner's Inquast In the death of Columbine student Danle!
Raohrbough -- at least for now.

Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blesch on Thursday opted to delay any call for an Inguest untll other Inquiries
play out or someone brings him compelling new avidence that contradlicts the officlal version of events.

"I leave the door open for further evidance,” Blasch sald In a news conferapce,
The boy's father applaudad Blesch's move.
"We're happy with the declslon,” Brlan Rohrbough sald, "This |5 what we hoped ha would do."

Blesch sald he considered numerous factors and the most compelling was the risk that halding an Inquest
would agaln traumatize victims of the deadliest school shooting In U.5. history.

"My job as coroner would be to put the survivars an the stand In open court and make them relive the worst
day of their llves, and I am not golng to da It at this time," Blesch sald.

The question of who kilfed Daniel was orlginally ratsed In Aprll 2000 when his family flled & civl] lawsult
alleging that a police officer -- not gunrmen Erlc Harrls or Dylan Klebold - fired the fatal shot,

The issue Is getting new attentlon after & recent court flling named a Denver pollce officer as the alleged
gunrman,

Harris and Klebold stormed Columblne with guns and bombs Aprll 20, 1999. By the tme they killed
themselves about 45 minutes later, a dozen students and a teacher lay dead or fatally wounded, and more
than 20 others suffered Injurles.

District Attornay Dave Tharmas formally asked Blasch Monday to convena an Inguest.

The boy's parents almost immedlately asked Blesch to delay sny Inquest untll they could pursue other legal
optlons, Including relrstaternent of thelr clvil lawsult against the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office and the
school distelct.

A federal judge dismissed that civll sult and others related to Columblne on Nov, 27,

But It wasn't untll Dec. 26, In an effort to revive thelr lawsult, that the families of Rohrbough and five other
victims filed a motion that named Denver Sgt. Dan O'Shes as tha officer alleged to have fired the fatal bullet.

Q'Shea has denied that he shot Rohrbough.

In addition to ldentlfylng O'Shea, the boy's parents also allege that Jefferson County offlclals have engaged In
a pattern of lies to cover up the 15-yaar-old's death.
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The claim was based, In part, on forensic evidence that is at odds with the afficial report on the tragedy issued
by the sharff's office In May 2000.

The court flling sparked a flurry of new efforts to examine the boy's death:

» El Paso County Sheriff John Anderson agreed to conduct an Independent review of Rohrbough's denth,
That review Is under way.

* Barry Arrington, the attorney for the Rohrbough family, askad U.5. Attornay John Suthers to take the
cege to a federal grand jury.

* Saveral state reprasentatives began logking at creating e legislative panet that would have subpoena
powers,

Blesch, who has been coroner for only 11 months and has not mastered the Columblne avidence, sald he
would awalt the autcome of those other efforts as he continued to consider Thormas' raquest.

Thomas sald he supparted Blesch's decision.

State Attorney General Ken Salazar, who had endorsed the coroner's Inquest, called for everything about the
shootings to be made public.

"There |5 no viable publlc Interest to withhold any Information retated to the events,” Salazar sald In a letter to
Anderson and county officials.

Salazar sald everyone should walt for Anderson to finish fls probe before considaring other types of
Investigations.

Thomas sald In making his request for an Inguest, he was hoping to resolve the lingering questions about
Rohrbough's death In public.

A corener's Inquest would Involve Impaneling six jurors who would subpoena witnessas and documents mig
take tastimony In open court.

"I had only one desire -- bring $ome process to the swirling controversy and that It be done |n an open
forum,"” Thomas sald.

He also sald he has not ruled out a county grand jury.
Howaover, he pointed to the fact that grand jury procendings are secret as a major drawback.

In addltlon to his concerns about the survivors, Biesch sald he was also worrled that the narrow scope of a
coroner's inquest -- which is designed to deterrnine the "cause and manner" of death -- wauld pravent the
invastigation from answering all the lingering quastions.

Finally, Blesch sald that he had reviewed more than 20 statements from witnesses whose testimony did not
contradict the sheriff's office's contention that Harrls and Klebold kiiled Danlal.

"Do I entiraly discount that (possibllity that an officer killed Danlel}?" Blesch asked. "Of course not."

Brian Rohrbough, asked about thosa witness staternents, sald he believes some witnesses were confused not
about what thoy saw but about whom they saw.

"They certainly saw someone," ha sald. "It's just not Dan."
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Contact Kevin Vaughan at (303) 892-5019 or vaughank@RockyMountainNaws.com. Staff writar Keren Abbott
contributed to this raport.

January 18, 2002
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Jetfco coroner 'right guy' for Columbine Inquest

Blesch 'the kind of guy who looks under every rock,' says Adams County DA
By Kevin Vaughan, News Staff Writar

He's been thrust Into the middle of pollitical squabhbles and pyramld schames and once aven welghed In on the
JonBenet Ramsay case.

And this week, Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blesch was thrown Into one of the most controversial cases In
Colorado history when he wes asked to convene an Inquest to Investigate the death of a Columbine High
School student.

"I couldn’t think of a better fellow for making that kind of & declsion,” Adams County District Attorney Bob
Grant sald.

"He's the right guy in the right place at the right time,"

In the late 1570s and early 1980s, whan Grant was a young, "brown halred" prosecutor working drunken
driving cases, Blesch was an investlgator In the Adams County District Attorney's Office,

In addition to his work as an Investigator, he also served as a complatnt officer. That means that when police
offtcers brought cases to the offlce for conslderation, they often dealt with Blesch.

Grant remembered an Investigation of & pyramid schame that Involved law officers and government
employees, saylng Blasch handied the dellcate situation with professionalism.

In addltlon to his work in the Adams County District Attorney's Office, Blasch spent time In the Adams County
Sheriff's Office, where he rose to the rank of captaln, and worked as an Investigator In the Jefferson County
District Attarnay's Office.

He came to law enforcement after first considering a career In law.

Blesch, 52, graduated from Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohlo, In 1970 with a degree In psychology
and polltical science.

He complated two years at the Duke University law school before he transferrred to the Univarslty of Denver,
He abandoned plans to bacome a lawyer when he declded to pursue his interest In law enforcement.

Hls first job was with the Adams County sherlff's office, where Fred Stoll, now a captaln In the department,
was his fleld tralning officer.

"Even back then, I could tell he was a cut above,” Stoll sald.
Over the years, he earmed & reputation as a thorough Investigator with a keen Interest In forensic sclence.

Grant described him as "the kind of guy who looks under every rock and then will dig up the dirt under the
rock and look under that.”
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A llcensed physiclan asslstant, Blesch 13 &llowad to practice medlcine under the supervision of » doctor.

He was named lefferson Caunty's coroner on Fab. 27, 2001, after Dr. Nancy Bodelson reslgned fram tha
$53,000-a-year job.

Stoll sald that he knew Blesch completely thought out hls declsion, but that he didn't envy his longtime friend:
"It's one of those things where no matter what ha does he's going to make somebady unhappy."
January 18, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Resarved.
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Brlef opposes revival of Columbine lawsults

Lawyers for officers say new claims of death by friendly fire aren't reason to recpen cases
By Karen Abbott, News Staff Writer

The families of Columbine victims are trylng to reinstate their federal clvil sults with "exaggeration, name-
calling and misrepresentation,” lawyers for Jeffarson County law officers said Thursday.

Clalms by the famity of slaln student Danlel Rohrbough that he was a victim af frizndly fire from Denver police
officer Dan O'Shea are no reaason to revive the lawsults, thay argued.

The accusations were In legal decurnents filad In U.S, District Court In responsea to the famllies’ requests that
Denver U.S. District Judge Lawls Babcock reconsider lawsults he dismissed In Novembar.

Babcock ruled that, though mistakes occurred, actions by law and school officials weran't egreglous &nough to
overcome thelr immunity from lawsults,

Among officlals named I the sults are Jefferson County Sheriff John Stone; John Kiekbusch, who headed the
Columbline Investigation; and deputy Nell Gardner, the schoal's resource officer.

The famllles have contended they have new evidence about Rohrbough's death and about what officlals knaw
before the Columbline shootlngs that could have prevented them.

The sherlff's lawyers denjed that sharlfis officials wrongly withheld Informatlon from the families or
misrepresented facts,

They said some Information was ordered kept secrat by & Jeffarson County judge and later taaked to
Journalists.

"That Plaintiffs are frustrated that the Sherlff Defendants do not agrea with Plaintiffs’ verslon of the sttack on
Columbine High Schoal, are unhappy with the fact that this horrible crime was not prevented angd are
diszat|sfled with partlons of the (subsequent) Investigation, may be of Interest to the madla, but has no lagally
discernlble consequence to this case,” the response says.

They sald the families are seaking “yet anothar blte at the apple," though they had the opportunity to draft
several versions of thelr legal complalnts, to review thousands of docurmnents released by the sheriff's
department, to flla legal briefs and to argue In court before Babcock.

January 18, 2002
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Edltorial: Another gift to John Stone

The Issua: Jeffco coroner declines to call inguest
Our view: A mistake, however wali-Intentioned

30 Sherff John Stone has danced away from the glare of public testimony agalin. Just when we thought that
sorneone was finally going to take seriously a plece of the Columbine puzzle, the Jefferson County coroner
rosa up Thursday to stomp down even that thin hope.

For now, anyway. He sald he Isn't cloging the daor to a coroner's Inquest inta Danlal Rohrbough's death --
maeaning if Rohrbough's parents exhaust thelr remalning avenues (iltigation, grand jury and legiglative probae),
he'd be wllling to consider ancther raquest.

Yet as we explalined earller this week, time's a wasting. Columbine occurrad nearly threa years ago, and what
¢an be done now should be done now In tarms of getting at the truth.

Frankly, we're getting a [Ittle tired of public officials -- Judge Brooke Jackson Is another example -- who
bellave their principal responsibliity Is to try to minimize the emotional Impact of thelr declslons on any famlly
close to the Columbine tragedy. What about & larger duty to the community?

Meanwhlie, ironically, Sheriff Stone continues talling apparently everyona but his own constituants whet he's
learned from Columbina. If an expert s someone who's more than 200 miles from home, then Stone certainly
qualifles.

For instance, he's going to San Dlego Jan. 31 for a speach to the Southem Callfornia Juvenile Officers
Assoclation on the lessons learned, It's just one of "many” speeches he's glven across the country since the
1999 killings. No cna seems to know exactly how many.

It's not for the money that he spemks out of stata, apparently. His departmental spokeswaman -- who usually
does his talking for him locally -- maintalns he's been pald only once for a Columbine spesch, and he gave the
money to a charity,

Of course he does get relmbursed for air fare and Is presumably put up in dacent hotels. San Dlego Is sald to
be very nice thils time of year.

It's too bad that Stone doesn't show the same anthuslasm for speaking claser to home. When Invited to
appear before the governor's Columbline Commisstan on law enforcement’s response, he declined. Ordinary
folks In Colorado, It seems, aran't entltled to learn the lassons of Columbine.

Dld we mentlon that those speaches out of state are for law enforcement only and are closed to the media?
But of course. Apparently Stone Is afrald that anything he says publicly mlght be used against him In a court
of law,

Sure, It's & free country and Stone 1s permitted to go where he wishes. What's mora, under the First
Amendment he can say whataver he wants, It's just too bad that he doesn't belleve It's worth saylng hera.

How can we avall oursealvas of the |&ssons he's leamed on how to prevent, or at least react to, future
Columbines?

Rap. Don Lee, R-Littleton, recently proposed creeting & speclal legislative panel, armed with subpoena powers,

Tty anarmas reamlrmn 11 F e 1 R re s framdmd s faat et m ] n et ed ] 1MEATYDAART 20 OAAALCT AR Lo 11y o



that could compel testimoy from those Involved in Columbine. No doubt the sheriff would be one of the
earllest witnesses called,

We have no way of knowing whether Lee's proposal will be passed by both houses and slgned by the
governor. The [egislature Is not an Investigative body by nature and rarely uses subpoena power, and fear
that the body might go the headline-hunting route favored by congressional committees may make maeny
members nervous.

If the bill falis, we have this one last proposal. Gov. Blli Owens could reconvene the Columbine Commisslon,
have It set up shop on, say, Sanlbel Island, Fla., and send Stone an Invitetion to speak -- along wlth an
alrplane ticket and rservatlons et the Cardba Beach Resort, of course.

January 18, 2002
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sactions
metro | obits
business  Januery 18, 2002 i

sports | westher COFONEr turns down request for inquest

onling fantures
ap wire | menbt  The Associated Press

cinema guldae
pazette sarvices GOLDEN - Jeffarson County Coroner Carl Blesch decldad

quick facts  Thursday not to hold an Inquest Into the death of Columbline

markat place  5000ENE DaNlel Rohrbough.

— f;ﬁ;ﬁf“: Distrct Attorney Dave Thomas had requested a coroner's

real estate | auto  {NQUESE [N response to clalms by Rohrbough's parents that tha
print ade online  15-year-old boy was accldentally shot by pollce during the Aprl)
20, 1995, massacre.

_%l;l‘,blcﬂbumvfﬂl
. Blesch, howaver, sald during a news conferance he didn't want
te hold an Inquest while an indepandent Investigation Into the
shootings was golng on.

1. 4 The leffarson County sherff"s report sald Rohrbough was slaln

.4 by student gunman Dylan Klebold, but his farnlly says tha
sherlff [s covering up evidenca. Sherff John Stone has asked
the El Paso County Sherlff's Office to Investigate the
Rohrboughs' allegations.

Blesch sald he also decldad agalnst an Inquest because all It
would do |5 explore the manner and cause of death but not
other Issues raised by the famtly.
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Suburban briefs: Pollce Sgt. 0'Shea Interviewed

Invastigators from the El Pago County Sheriff's Office Interviewed Denver Pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shea on Friday
about his actions at Columblne High School.

El Paso County Sheriff John Anderson agreed to conduct an Independsnt review of the death of student
Danlel Rohrbough at the request of the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office. Danlel's famlly clalms ha was shot
by Q'Shea by eccldent. ©'Shea has denled It.

“Obvlously, we want to get It down &5 soon as we can,” sald E! Paso shariff's spokeswoman Lt. Mallssa
Hartman.

Newsd reported Q'Shen answered all quastions posed to him, offered a timeline of his actions during April
20, 1999, and sald ha wasn't present when Danlel was shot.

Inmate confined after Incldant

LIMON -- An Inmate was confined In a segregated unit at the Limon Correctional Facllity after being
Involved in mn Incident with & prison employes Friday, state prison officlals conflrmed.

Prison officlals would not confirm whether the Incldent was an assault on the staff membar.

Attacker diagnosed as Ingane

PUEBLO -- A man accused of attacking a woman with rocks on an Aurors sidewalk was [nsane at the time,
a psychlatrist at the Colorado Mantal Health Institute says.

Jerry Matherson, 20, was sent thare last fall after plaading not gulity by reason of Inganlty In the sttack on
Jassica Fulcher.

Environmental health boss qults

Theresa Donehue, head of Denver's Dapartment of Environmentai Heaith, resigned Friday, saylng she
wants to take some time off.

Donahue has been I the Webb adminlstration since 1991,

Leads sought In man's beating

ARAPAHOE COUNTY -- Pallce are se&king leads In the beating of an Englawood man Tuesday,
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John Douglas Miller, 35, was taken to & local hospltal, where he was listed in critical condition,

Arapahoe County sheriff's deputles were called at 11:30 p.m. Tuesday to the IIi¥f Turbo Car Wash, 9875 E.
it Ava.

Ex-trooper jalled for sex assault

A former Colorado State Paetrof trooper was ordered Friday to spend 90 days behind bars for sexually
assaulting a teen-ager while on duty In Glipin County.

Steve Allen, 29, also was ordered to serve three years probation, submit to treatment and pay fines and
court costs.

Allen pleaded gullty Oct. 4. Allen resignad from the force after his April arrest.
Forelgn students may face ban

BOULDER -- Students from countries on the U.S. State Department's list of rogue nations may be barred
from using sclence labs on the University of Colorado's four campuses.

The government's iIst Includas Cubs, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan and Syria.
Police Identify 2 flre victims

Two women found dead after a methamphatamine |ab fire were Idantiflad by Denver pollce Friday.

Investigators sald Pameln English and Tammy Campbell, both 33, were In the basement of & house at 310
5. Lincoin 5t. on Wednesday nlght when the fire broke out.

Two men, Darryl Willis, 47, and James Campbell, 28, escaped with burns. They were belng held for further
Investigation,

Tlp lands to suspect's arrest

NORTHGLENN -- A 19-year-old murder suspect was behind bars Friday, arrested four months after he
was accused of Intentionally running over a pedestrian.

Narthglenn pollce arrestad George Charlas Barela Thursday after racalving a tip.

Danver police had lasued a warrant for Barela In connection with the death of 31-year-cld Raymond
Hernandez, who wes kllled Sept. 19.

January 19, 2002
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Cop says his words' meaning twisted

'Nowhere near' slain Columblne student

By David Migova ond Kevio Simpson
Danver Post Etaff Writers

Sunday, January 20, 2002 - Denver police Sgt. Dan O'Shea says that his comments to a
school administrator about "friendly fire” at the Columbine massacre have baen misinterpreted
as avidence that he killed 15-year-old Danlel Rohrbough.

In an Interview, O'Shea also expressed disappolntment with a coronar's declsion last week not to
Investigate the boy's death, saying It would have exonerated him.

Rohrbough's famlly has accused O'Shea of firing the shot that killed the student as he trled to
flee the school on April 20, 1999, The family aiso has alleged a coverup.

"I want this In the public eye. I'm sick and tired of this conspiracy label," sald O'Shea, 41, a 16-
year veteran of the Danver Pollca Dapartrmant and one-time membar of Its SWAT team.

"I was nowhere near this kid™ whan ha was allve, O'Shea said.

Rehrbough was shot three times outside the school cafeterla, an autopsy shows. The Jefferson
County sherlff's Columbine repert holds that suicida! gunmen Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold shot
the boy with 9mm weapons as ha walked up a hill next to a stalrcase just after the attack
bagan,

Twelve students and a teacher died In the attack.

The report seys Klabold fired the fatal shot Into Rohrbough's chest, though neither that bullet
nor another that went through his left leq was ever racovarad.

Brlan Rohrbough and Sue Petrone, Daniel's parents, flled papers in faderal court Dec. 26
accusing 0'Shea of killing thelr son long after the shooting had begun. Tha family Is seeking
reinstatamaent of 8 wrongful-death and negligence lawsult against the Jefferson County Sheriff's
Offlce,

Cruclal to thelr latest allegation is an affldavit from former Jefferson County school administrator
Celine Marquez In which she says she talked to O'Shea two days after the shootings.

Tha Rehrbough lawsuit clatms Marguez's recollection Is avidence that someone other than
Klebald or Harrls may have killed Danlal.

In the affldavit, Marquez sald an emotlonal O'Shea told her that he was concerned that "he may
have shot an Innocent student." She sald O'Shea told her "friandly fire" from pollce could have
caused Injurles to the studants.

She also sald O'Shaa told her "he was relleved” that balllstic reports detarmined that no studant
was injured by a police bullet.

0'Shea told The Denver Post that he met Marquez as he dellverad flowers to the director of the
preschool his daughter attended. When Marguez said she was the parant of two Columbline
students and wanted to thank him, O'Shea sald he broke down crylng.
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"The last tirme 1 had seen the parent of a Columbine child, I was covered In blood, and (thelr
childran} were MIA," 0'Shea sald. "I told her that during all of the confllct, my most grlevous
fear was harming an innocent kid."

Q'Shea said he worried that one of the bullats he fired might have hit someone inslde the school
other than Klebold or Harrls.

"It's a huge school with many kids," he sald. "You fire even one bullat, (and) there's a chance of
harming somaone,”

Ballistics reports show O'Shea fired his 9mm submachine gun 51 times at the school, more than
any othar police officer at the scene,

"It wasn't a single shot, It was every single one of them that I fired Into that school that
concernad me," O'Shaa sald,

O'Shea sald he provided cover fire to ald the rascue of Infured students. Ha flrst shot his weapon
when he returned fire into the llbrary whlle ambulance workers removed bloodiad students from
cutside the school, he sald.

O'Shea sald hls concerns over shooting Into the school ware sased when he leamed
Investigators belleved students killed In the llbrary were shot at closa range.

Jaffarson County's version that Klebald shot Rohrbough at close renge Is contradicted by the
absence of shell casings around his son that match weapons flred by the gunmen, Brian
Rohrbough sald. He points to three bullat casings from O'Shea's weapon found just a few fest
from the boy's body.

Rohrbough's parents recantly released a tape recording they made of a former Arapahoe County
sheriff's deputy telling them he saw thelr son allve aftar the shooting bagan, The deputy, James

Taylor, told the famlly that Rohrbough was gunned down as he tded to flee the school with other
students.

Taylor has since his original police report was accurata: He never saw Rohrbough alive at the
school. Taylor was fired Jan. 9 for ying to the family,

David Migoya can be reached at 303-820-1506 or dmigoya@denverpost.com. Kavin Simpson
can be reach at 303-820-1739 or at ksimpson@denverpast. com.
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letters
Columbine Questions

Unfeellng pressure

Tueaday, Janvary 22, 2002 - It is & sad day In Denver when both a newspapear - The Post,
with Its diatribe about the "necessity" of releasing Dylan Klabold's autopsy - and an lgnorant
lettar writer, Mr. Michael Ortiz, make It cisar that they have hardened hearts and closad minds
when It comes to the poor parents of the Columblne shootars. Columbine affected my
community Ilke nothing elsa, and I have seen good things come of It, but it really makes me
questlon the pecople I live around whan they actually want to Inflict more paln on familias who
have suffered so much.

Dylan Klabold was a minor at the Hme of his death, so even If people can be so crue| as to not
care about hls parents' desire to keep his autopsy private, his family's wishes should legally
comae first. Besides, a summary of that autopsy aiready has been released. That should be more
than anough for voyeurlstic members of the media who disguise their hunt for Increasad sales as
a hunt for "truth* (and I'd like to know what "truth” the gory datalls of a teenager's death will
bring to light?) and anough for

Mr. and Mrs. Harris and Mr. and Mrs. Klebold, please don't think everyona In the community is
rapresented by the local media and by people like Michael Ortlz. Many of us are thinklng of you
and pulling for you.

KAREN RINN

Littlaton

Tima to move on

Tha Columbine Incident was truly unfortunate, but there has to be mare news out there, and tha
Rohrbough family needs to get on with thelr livas, The world is not & very nice place, and bad
things happen to good and Innocent pacple. Always have and aiways will.

GARY E. SHOVER

Lakewood

Study tha motive

I have one question. Are the Columbine familles interestad only In the truth of Columbine to lay
their ioved ones to rest for the final time? Or are they Interested only In the truth so they can

sue for more monentary gains? If that s 50, It Is time to lay the whole matter to rest. Money
does not bring back the dead - only supposedly makes /Ife aasier for the ilving.

JAMES T. EVANS

Arvadsa
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PERISHO DISMISSAL
CVA a vital force
Re: " "Politics’ blamed for Perisho ouster at Matro center,” Kyle MacMlllan column, Dec. 30.

I am upset and disappointed to laam of Sally Perisho's abrupt dismlssal as director of
Matropolitan State Coliege of Danver's Center of the Visual Arts, I am a downtown resident of 11
years and have witnessad the growth of the CVA under Perisho's diligent guldance, Sha has
coordinated dynamic historical and contemporary shows by national, Intermatlonal snd reglonal
artists that have attractad resldents from throughout the metropolitan area. The CVA also has
offered hands-on proagrams for children and Eurcpaan art tours for adults. Sally Parisho has won
many awards for her accomplishments, Including the Governor's Award for excellence In the arts
In 2001,

Without Sally Perisho as director, my continuing support to the Center of the Visual Arts has
dwindled.

JOAN CAMOZZY
Darnver
Petty politics

I am one of numerous Denver-area art lovers who are appatled by the unjustified firing of Sally
L. Perlsho, director of the Metropolitan State Collega Center for the Visual Arts. I belleve Matro
President Sheila Kaplan and Vice President of Marketing Carolyn Wollard wiil deaply regret thalr
blatantly unfalr action, as wiil alt at Matro State who remained sllent and lat this happen. I have
followed Parisho's career and contributions for 25 years and must particularly applaud her work
at the center these past 10 years. Perisho Is the acknowledgec benchmark of her profession.
She brought Matro State to national prominence. Parisho came to this community to create;
Kaplan and Wollard came to spoll and destroy. It sickens me to see a Colorado lagend In the arts
brought down by gread and petty acadarmic politics.

GAYLE L. NOVAK

Denver

The writer Is a former voluntear for the Metropolitan Steta College Center for the Visual Arte.
Afghan adoptions unlikety any time soon

Re: "Next step, adoptions?", The Open Forum Jan. 13,

Even with a new government, adoption from Afghanistan won't soon become a reality, For
several reesons, adoptlon from the Middle East always have been difficult.

The govarnments are unwilling to adopt Muslim chlidren to non-Muslim couples. Adoptlen 1s not
mantloned in Sharla law, which Is Interpreted by many Muslim countrias to mean It Is not
allowed. Relatlves are expacted to take in chlidren who are orphened, In some Middle Eastern
socletles, there Is a cultural blas against adoption, which means that those adoptions that do
take place are done secratly,

http://www.denverpost com/cd.../0,1070,416%257TE349834%25TE36%25 TE%257E,00.htm  01/22/2002



Rocky Mountain News

To print this page, select Flla then Print from your browser
URL: http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/columbing/article/0,1299, DRMN_106_953739,00.htm|

Columbline Judge won't reconslder lawsults
By Keren Abbott, Nawa Staff Writar

A federal Judge refused Weadnesday to reconsider his dismissals In November of lawsults filed against sherlff's
officers and school officlals by famllles of several slaln and Injured Columbine High Schaol students.

Denvear .5, District Judge Lewls Babcock sald In written rulings that new assertions by the famlly of slain
student Danny Rohrbough -- that Denver Pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shea's "friendly fire” killed tha boy and law officers
consplrad to cover up the truth -- do not overcome the legal reasons for dismlssing thelr claims.

He also sald newly refeased public excerpts from one teen gunman's dlary, Indicating the attack was planned a
year In advance, wasn't enough to parsuade him that officlais should have known In advance about the attack

plan and stopped It.

Babcock ruled In Iate Novembaer that, although mistekes were made at Columbine and afterward, the famlliss
dld not present evidence of officlal wrongdoing so egraglous as to overcome the officials’ legal immunity from
lawsults.

Columbline senlors Erlc Harrla and Dylan Klebold sttacked the suburban Jaefferson County high school with
guns and bombs on Aprll 20, 1999, They killed 12 students and & tescher, and wounded more than 20 othar
people, bafore taking thelr own Ilves In the school library.

Besldes the family of Danny Rohrbough, Babcock ruled similarly Wednasday In lawsuits flled against the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Department and Jaffarson County Public Schools by the famllles of slaln students
Kelly Flaming, Matthew Kechter, Lauren Townsend, Kyle Velasquez and Isalah Shoels; and Injured students
Richard Castalde, Sean Graves, Lance Kirklin, Kacey Ruegsagger, and Evan Todd.

January 23, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News, All Rights Reserved,

http://www.rockymountainnews. com/cr/eda/article print/1,1250,DRMN 106 953739,00.himl  1/23/02



Judge won't reinstate Columbine lawsults
Ruling all but ends famllles' fight, analysts say

By Howard Pankratx and Kleran Nicholgon
Danver Boat Staff writars -

Thursday, January 24, 2002 - A federal judge Wednesday refused to reinstate wrongful-death
and negligance lawsults filed by famllles of 15 students Injured or kllfed In tha Columbine rampagea,
bringing what legal experts called an all-but-certain end to thelr casas,

"It slams the door shut on a lot of victims and survivors of Columbine," satd

WHAT'S NEXT lawyer and legal analyst Cralg Sllvarman.

Lawyers swy the
Columbine families ~ Only one of 10 lawsults filed alrmost two years ago against the Jaffarson County

now have an Sheriff's Offlce and school district remains - that releting to siain teacher Dave
s o Sanders, That sult contends rescuers, by taking more than three hours to reach
Judge Lewls the wounded teacher, allowed him to dle.

Babcock's ruling to

tlrrﬁhbsgf{{.l::jﬁd The most controverslal allagation In the nine dismissed sults came from the

Court of Appeals, famlly of slain student Daniel Rohrbough: that & Denver SWAT officar fatally shot

E“h of the familles  thalr 5on on April 20, 1989, Other allegations In tha sults contended authoritles
us 30 daystofig m

notice of intent to  LOOK t00 fong to storm the school and falled to prevent the massacre months
appeal with the before It happened.

circult court.

Babcock hag Lrged Sue Petrone, Rohrbough's mother, sald she was disappointed but not surpriced

an appeal, saying tha by the I'U“I'lg.

Columbine canes

Pueatione ot mw . "Everything has been an uphlll battle," she sald, "Elther way, wa were planning

where there can ba  ON golng to tha (U.S. 10th Circult Court of Appeals).”

legItirmate grounds

far diff t

o,,’,n.m";_‘?ﬁ:‘ ¢ But Sliverman and other iawyers doubt the appeals court will restore the
Columbina tamliles  lawsults, It could take months or years for the court to rule.

bul|leve that the

Columbine tragady 1x

so unlque that It may "I would be even more surprised If they (the familias) find rellef from the 10th
result In changing  Circuit,” sald Denver lawyer Dan Recht,

U.5. |aw that gmnts

wldespread immunlity

to law enforcement  Acting Jefferson County Attorney Bill Tuthill said the evidence and dozens of
and school distrlcts. ey mwitness accounts clearly show that only sulcidal gunmen Erlc Harrls and Dylan
Klebald should bear the blame for the deaths of the 12 students and one teachear

Denver [awyer Scott | inad at Columbine.

Robinson says he
bellgves the appeals

f;f::‘t’;ﬁm‘i::f + "We hope Judge Babcock's ruling puts an end to the unfounded allagations

It goes to both the  @@8INST our law-enforcement community,” Tuthlll sald.

clreult court and the

V5. Supreme Court. ) o District Judge Lewls Babeock inltlally dismissed the suits Nov. 27, clting

In the meantime, the widespread governmental Immunlty for police In the face of lifa-threatening

family of slain emergencles.

student Danlel

hrbough
sk SR beo®  But the families asked Babcock to reconsider based on addltional evidence,

grand-jury probe or a Including witness staternents not presented In the original lawsults that thay said

leglsiative- Implicated Denver police Sgt. Dan Q'Shea In Rohrbough's killing.
commisslon Inguiry,

Tha El Pasc County
sherlff atgo s Among the statemants was an affidavit flled in court Dec. 26 from a former
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tnvestigating whether 5chool administrator who sald O'Shea told her two days after the shootings that

8 law officer shot he feared he had shot a& student that day.
Rohrbough and

Jeffarson County

authorlties covered It But O'Shea sald the administrator misconstrued his words.

up.

Lagt wesk. the Bebcock's ruling Wednesday "stops the momentum the Rohrboughs have had
Jefterson County since the bombshells about Dan O'Shea and Daputy Jim Taylor, They won't be
Eo:gner;ur_un-d to  abla to put people under oath and find out the truth bacause of Babcock’s ruling,”
old an hqueat |nta

Rohrbough's death. said Silverman.

Tayior Is a former Arapahoe County sherlff's deputy who wes tape-recorded telling Rohrbough's

famlly that he saw Daniel fall as he fled the school, implying that the 15-year-old was still allve

when pollce arrivad.

But Taylor later admitted to invaestigators that he had never seen Rohrbough zllve at tha school,
and was fired Jan. 9 for lying.

"We knew we faced an uphill battle to gat Judge Babcock to change his mind, but we thought the
new evidence was compelling, and we had to try," sald lawyer Barry Arrington, who represents
Daniel Rohrbough's parents and the familles of four other Columbine victims,

"My clients rermain determinad to find out the truth,” Arrington said.
Lagal analysts sald Wednesday they didn't axpect Babcock to rule otherwise.

"I would have been shocked to my socks If he had reinstated the lawsults,” sald Denver lawyer and
medla analyst Scott Robinson.

"Law-enforcement agencles can only be sued for failure to prevent a crime If by thelr actlons they
elther created the danger or enhanced It, In general, you cannot sue the police for not dolng thelr
Job well, There Is nothing like police malpractice,”

Robinson sald the U.S. Suprame Court for years has discouraged lawsuits against pollce who often
find themselvas in rapldly evolving, highly dangerous situations wharae split-sacond decistons are
necessary.

"And schoels have no speclal relatlonship to the children - no duty to protect the children In school
from Injury or death by third partles, even If the third party |s another student,” Robinson sald.

Phyllls Velasquez, the mother of slain student Kyle Velasquez, said har famlly hasn't decided what
impact the rullng will have an them.

"I am not sure what we are going to do at this point," sald Velasquez,

Still, there remaln unanswered questlons In Velasquez's mind why It took so lang for pollce to
reach tha Colurnbine library where her son dled.

"There are just so many things that are left unanswered for all of the familias," sha sald. "Soma of
them ara just little things, but we need answers.”

Velasquez said that daspite the ruling, she stlll questions who killed Danial Rohrbough.

But In Wednesday's ruling, Babcock sald that untll Dec. 26, when the Rohrbough famlly flled new
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court papers, the famlly had not specifically identifled O'Shea as the alleged killer of thair son. But
he sald that didn't change his original ruling.

He also said the Rohrboughs' new clalm - that thare was a law-enforcemeant "pattarn of falsification
and decelt” - would also not change his original declsion.

The Rohrbough famlly also had claimed that new ravelations from Harrls' Jjournal showed Jefferson
County sherlff's investigators should have searchad the Harrls homa months before the massacre,
possibly preventing It.

But Babcock noted Wadnesday that the issue already had bean ralsad previously In the Rohrbough
lawsuit and he had dismissed the case anyway.
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Offlcer views Columbine tapes

He says TV footage shows he dldn't shoot Rohrbough
By Lynn Bartele, Naws Staff Writer

Denver police Sgt. Dan Q'Shea says TV footage of Columbline on the day of the attack becks his contentlon
that he did not shoot student Danlel Rohrbough.

1

Q'shen reviewed tapes frorm two Denver statlons Wednesdey and sald Channel 7's aerial footage vind|cates
him,

0'Shea sald Channel 7 captured all four occasians that he fired shots at Columbline High School. He sald
Rohrbough was already dead whan he first openad fire.

Bozens of metro police officers responded when seniors Erlc Harrls, 18, and Dylan Klebald, 17, attacked thelr
school April 20, 1999,

"Danlel Rohrbough was shot by Klebold and Harris right at the outsat before anybody had & chance to dlal g,
much less 911," O'Shea told Channel 7 reporter Juile Hayden. "I just want my life back. I don't want te go to
work and worry about somebody reading my nametag and saylng, 'Oh yeah, you're the ona.' "

Rohrbough's parents named Q'Shea as thelr sor's killer In federal court papars last month,

('Shea told Channel 9 reporter Ginger Delgado that he sympathizes with the parents’ frustration with
Jeffarson County's offlcial report of the shootings, but that he doesn't feel he deserves to be attacked.

"I understand their paln, but that doesn't glve them the rght to destroy my life," he sald. "They just need to
stop."

Rich Petrone, the stepfather of the 15-year-old slain student, sald his family 15 rot out to ruin O'Shas,
"We just want the truth,” he sald.

Petrone sald the famlly will review TV broadcasts of the foctage.

Delgado said O'Shea looked at Channel 9's footage but did not find anything relevant.

O’Shea and his attorney, David Bruno, also asked ta reviaw footage from Channel 4, but the statlon turned
them down.

"They requested access to our raw videotapes under conditlons that were Jjournalistically and ethically
unacceptable to us," news director Angle Kucharskl sald.

She declined to elaborete. 0'Shea did not give that statlon an [nterview.

Bruno said Channels 7 and 9 were "very cooperativa” with O'Shea, but there was no deal offering an Interview
In exchange for footage,
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He said that after viewing the tapes, O'Shes feit "comfortable” glving Interviaws to Hayden and Dalgado,
Delgado said she and Hayden had spoken to O'Shea almost dally since last month.

"He trustad us. He said, 'T think you both understand where I'm comlng from,' " Delgado sald.

Both reporters are marrled to police officers.

News 4 dld not Interviaw O'Shea but an Wednesday alrad Its aerlal footage from Aprll 20, tracking O'Shea's
movemants.

"The tape does not rasolve the key question: Did Sgt. O'Shea shoot Danlel Rohrbough at Columbine,” reporter
Rick Salinger sald In his Intraduction.

O'Shea told Channel 7 that the first time he opened fire, he exchanged shots with Harris and Klebold, who
were trylng to ambush ambulance craws.

He sald he fired Into the school rathar than stand by and "watch these paramedics be slaughtered.”
He sald he fired other times to provide cover as offlcers checkad Danlal's khody on the sidewalk.

O'Shea algo sald his statement to a Jefferson County school admintstrator two days after Columbine has bean
misconstrued. Rohrbough's family clalms he broke down, saying he thought he had shot a student but was
relleved to find that ballistics reports Indicated no one dled from friendly fire.

In fact, the balllstics report hadn't been done.

O'Shea sald he was referring to his fear that he may have hit someone In the library. He had just lsarned all
students thare were kllled at close range.

Contact Lynn Bartels at (303) 892-5327 or bartals@RockyMountainNews.com. News staff writer Jair Kass
contributed ta this report.

January 24, 2002
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Federal judge turna away Columblne lawsults

Victimsg' famllles pin hopes on appeals, possible inquiries by U.S. attorney, legislature
By Karan Abbott, News Staff Writer

A federal judge refused Wednesday to revive the Columblne iawsuits ha threw out in November, saying
famillas’ claims of newly discovered evidence and a law enforcement caver-up still aren't enough to overcome
the ruies that prohiblt sulng the governmaent.

Famllles who sued Jafferson County sherff's officers and public school officlals now are pinning thelr hopes on
the 10th U.5. Cireult Court of Appeais and a varety of proposed Invastigative avenues, Including s fedaral
grand jury and a leglslative probe,

Lawyer Stephan Wahlberg sald the famllies of Injured students Sean Graves and Lanes Kirklin will Join today In
other famlliles' requests to Coiorado U.S. Attorney John Suthers for a fedaral grand jury probe and for the
legislature to launch an Investigation.

The families of slaln students Brian Rohrbough, Kelly Flerning, Lauren Townsand, Matthew Kechter and Kyla
Valasquez already have asked Suthers for a grand jury Investigation. Suthers has not announced a decislon.

"He sent me & |ettar, oh, I guess a day or so ago, asking If I had any more facts,” Barry Ardngton, the
attorney for those famllles, said Thursday.

"Of courge, all the facts we had, we told him, If he wants us to do an Investigation before he datermines
whether there's a need for an Investigation, I guess we have a classic Catch-22.°

Suthers' spokesman leff Dorschner respondad, "Bafore a final declsion Is made, the United States attorney
wants to make sure ha has all avaliable Information from Mr. Arrington and hls clients.”

Arrington sald his cllents will appeal Judge Lewls Babcock's ruilng to the 10th Clrcult and fully support” the
|dea of a leglslative Investigation as well.

"While we do not know &l of the facts, two things are absolutely clear from the forensic evidence," Arrington
zald In a prepared statement,

"One, what the leffarson County Sherlff's Department's "official report' sald happened on April 20, 1999,
simply could not have happened.

"Two, when [t Issued Its 'official report' the Jefferson County Sheriff's Dapartment knew what it sald happened
could not have happened.

"Why have we been lied to? We don't know, which Is why an Invaestigatlon by an unblased third party with
subpoena powers Is 5o cruclal,” Arrington sald.

"This was destined for the 10th Circult {court of appaals) no matter what he did today," Brian Rohrbough sald
of Babeock's declslon.

Desplta the new allagations raised by the famillas in thefr motion asking Babcock to reconsldar his decislon,
Rohrbough sald he was not surprised by the ruling.
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The Rohrboughs have alleged that Denver police Sgt. Dan Q'Shea's “friendly fire" kilied thelr son and that law
officers hld the truth. Thay and other famllies also alleged that newly public excarpts from one teen gunman's
diary showed that law enforcement and school officials could have -- and should have - known about the
attack plen up to 13 months In advance and acted to prevent |It,

Familles alse have accused the Jafferson County Sheritf's Department and Sherlff John Stone of hiding
Informatlon and decelving the pubiic.

Columblne smnlors Eric Harrs and Dylan Klebald attacked thalr school with guns and bombs, kliling 12
students and a tesacher and wounding more than 20 other people before taking their own llves.

Babcock ruled in November, when he threw out the familles' claims sgainst school and sherlff's offictals, that
although mistakes were made at Columbine, they waran't egreglous enough to overcome legal bans on sulng
the government.

On Wednesday, he sald that hasn't changed.

"We hope Judge Babcock's ruling puts an end to the unfounded allegatlons against our law enforcement
communlty,” acting Jafferson County Attorney Blll Tuthill sald In & statement.

He sald Klebold and Harris should bear the blame far the crimes.
"Tha law doas not support continuing efforts to blame the Sherlff's Offlce In thesa cases," Tuthlll sald.

Stuart Stuller, an attorney for Jefferson County Public Schools, sald simply, "We're pleasad.”

Contact Keren Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abbottk@RockyMountainNews. com.

New staff writar Kavin Vaughan contributed to this report.

January 24, 2002
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First-hand accounts often vary

25 who saw Columblne tragedy don't agree on what happenad
By Kavin Vaughan, News Staff Writer

If the controversy over Danlal Rohrbough's death gets to a courtroom, part of the battle will be fought aver
the varylng recollectlons of 25 witnesses who ware st Columbine High on Aprll 20, 1999,

Thelr memorles, captured In statements taken down In the weeks and months after the school tragedy, are
contradictory on some key points. And soma that appear to support the contention of Jeffarson County
suthoritles -- that killers Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold took Rohrbough's life -- may ba open for interpratation.

That wiltnesses who saw the same avents have differant racollections Is no surprise to attorneys and
investigators who have worked criminal cases and prosecuted them In court.

"In every critical incldent, witness statemants are one rlece of the puzzle," sald Jefferson County Coranar Carl
Blesch, who has extensive law enforcement experience. Blasch says he puts witness statemants together
"with other places of evidence and try and get a whole plcture.”

Thoge witnesses could be vitally important If any new Invastigation Is launched Into the death of Rohrbough, a
15-year-old Columblne student who was shot to death outside the school durlng the rampage by Harrls and
Kl=bold.

The possibllity of & new Investigation looms after & serlas of developments In recent weeks,

Rohrbough's parents had filed sult In April 2000, alleging, armong other things, that a pollce officer's bullet
killed the boy. After thelr lawsult and others were dismlssed Nov. 27, they flled new documents In court,
naming Dan Q'Shea, a Denver police sergeant, as the alleged shootar and accusing Jefferson County
authoritles of a cover-up.

A federal judge on Wednasday rebuffed the efforts to ralnstate those sults.

However, ane Independent Investigation of Rohrbough's death Is already under way, and other possibilitias
exist, Including a federaf grand jury or a legislative panel.

There Is also & posslbllity that Blesch could convena a coroner's inquest to Investigata Rohrbaugh's death,
although last week he decided not to take that step until other options are explored or he is presented with
compelling new evidence that shakes the official version of events,

Blasch said his review of 25 witness statemants found nothing at odds with the officlal version of events,

However, Barry Arrington, an attorney who represents the famlltes of Rohrbough and five othar Columbline
victims, sald that he bellaves physical evidence, or the lack of It, may trump some of the witnesges’
recollactions.

He pointed to witness staterments that appear to support the county's contention that Harris and Klsbold kilied
Rohrbough bafore any law officers were on scene. In those statements, the witnasses taiked about seelng two
people shot in the area where Rohrbough was. Howaver, In the officlal rapott on Columbine, sherlff's
Investigators sald Rohrbough was shot almost simuitaneously with two boys who were serlously Injured but
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survived, Lance Kirklin and Sean Graves,

"Wae don't deny that those witness statements say what they say," Artington said. "But here's the deal:
Forensic evidence |s always more valuable than witness statements."

The Rohrbough famlly believes that ballistics evidence and autopsy findings support their varsion of events.
Bill Tuthlil, ecting Jefferson County attornay, did nat return a message left at hils office Wednesday.

Arrington and Rohrbough's father, Brian Rohrbough, also have ralsed other questions about statements of
those witnesses and the work of Investigatars.

For example, none of the 25 witnesses whose statements were reviewed by Bleach was asked to describe the
clothing that was worn by the victims, Some of the witnesses who appear to support the county sald they
thought the killers, at least initially, were not Harris and Klebold but other students.

"Whenever more than one person seas a traumatic Incldent you invariably get more than one account,
sometimes widely varying varsions of what happened,” sald Danver attorney Scott Robinson. "That's just the
nature of human parception.”

Denver police Lt. Jon Prlast said ha could not speak about the Columbine tragedy, but sald that, in general
terms, witnesses are Influenced by many factors. Those could Include thelr race, thalr upbringing, thelr
experiences, and tha level of fear thay wera axperisncing during an event,

"Many times our perceptions are tainted by what we have sean on talavision, what we have read In hooks and
what we have been told,” Priest sald. "For example, whan you see someones shot with a shotgun in the
movles, they are blown backward across the room for about 15 faet,

"The reality Is that when somaone Is shot with a shotgun, they drop to the ground.”

News staff writer Lynn Bartels contributed te this report. Contact Kevin Vaughan at (303} 892-5019 or
vaughank@RockyMountainNews.com.
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Editorlal: Ken Salazar's bright Idea

Judge Lewls Babcock Wednesday stuck wlith his aarller ruling dismissing the lawsults fllad by

The Issue: 8 o ctudents killed at colmbine High School. We don't see that he had much cholce,

AG calls for

full release gven If, as the famllles believe, there is new avidence bearing on how Danlel Rohrbough died,

of or more raason to suspect law enforcement agencies are being less than fortheoming about

Columbine thelr actlons that day, the lagal barriers against such lawsults are virtually insurmountable.
Wa expect that the 10th Circult Court of Appeals will agree.

documents

Our view: s wiil the lingering questions about what happenad at Colurnbine on April 20, 1999, aver be
There's no answered?

ood
Eeason to Parhiaps not all of theam. As time pagses, witnesses' memorles of evean the rmost traumatic
avents are altared by Iater experlence. But a good start, as suggested by state Attorney
withhold Gereral Ken Selazar last weak In a letter to officlals In Jefferson County and elsewhars, Is to
them now release all the Informatfon they have about the shootings and the subsequent Investigatlon.

"The criminal Investigation and prosecutions of the the two killers and thelr accomplices are ovar," Sminzar
sald. "There Is no viable public interaat” In withholding any relavant tnformation.

He specifically mentioned autopsy results. The Naiwvs has sought, unsuccessfully, releasa of the autopsy an
Dylan Klebold, which was denled by District Judge R. Brooke Jackson on grounds that Klebold's famlly
objected and that the informatlon would be offensive to readers.

Jackson's dacislon is an instance of the judiclary usurping what should ultimately be a political judgment,
made by the laglsiature when It enacted Colorado's open-records law. Salazar's recommendation, made as It
Is by an officlal electsd statewide, underscores the point.

What I3 possible beyond the release of documents? Salazar notes that El Paso County Sheriff John Anderson Is
currently Investigating allsgatlons that Rohrbough was Killed by shots fired by & law enforcement officar on
the scena. After that investigation Is concluded, he says In the letter, Jeffarson County Coronar Carl Blesch
should conslder whether a coroner's Inquest would ba useful.

We think it would be, but recognize that it would be a relatlvely narrow Ingulry unlikely to address all of the
remelning questions about Columbline. And Blesch has already rejected an Inquest ance.

Another optlon would be to convene a federal grand jury. But grand jury proceedings are secret, whila the
primary need Is for public disclosure.

Even If all exlsting documents and evidence are releaased, as Salazar proposes, there are still people who
should be formally questioned, notably Jeffarson County Sherlff John Stone.

We continue to belleve, tharefore, that the best solutlon |5 a lmglslative Inquiry, as praposed by Rep. Don Lee,
R-Littleton, Such & probe would have subpoena powar, which the governor's commission on Colurnblna did
not, and could compel testimony from reluctant witnesses, That would help bulid confidenca that while
questions maey always remaln, at least no answars are belng hidden,

Junuary 25, 2002
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Release all Columbine materlal, Salazar says

State attorney general feels that 'enough is enough,' spokesman Ken Lane explains
By Karsn Abbott, Nawx Staff Writar

Colorado Attorney General Kan Salazar continues to urge the public release of all Columbine investigative
matarlal, Including relevant autopsy matarial, his spokesman sald Thursday.

"From Ken's standpoint, enough |s enough,” spokesman Ken Lane saldtha day after a federal judge refused to
reviva civil lawsuits flled by sevaral Columblne famiiles. "That's the point that he reached: 'Come on, folks . . .
let's release averything and say this Is It, and let the chips fall where they may.' "

Officials repaatedly have sald they have released all the informatlon possible about the April 20, 1999, attack.

Repeatadly, more Information has come to light.

"Now there i$ uncertainty because of the dribbling of Information,” Lene gaid. "It has not been an ordarly
process.”

In refusing to revive the familles' civil lawsuits, Denvar U.5S. District Judge Lew|s Babcock left them plnnlrg
thelr hopes for answers on other optlons.

Some famllies have charged officlal deceit over the deadilest schoal shootings In U.5. history and have urged
grand jury probes, a coroner's inquest and a leglslative investigation.

Salazar urged full public disclosura in B letter last week to three Jaffarson County offlclals -- District Attorney
Dave Thomas, Sheriff John Stone and Coroner Carl Blesch -- and to El Paso County Sherlff John Anderson.

Anderson, at Stone's request, Is Invastigating allegations that & Denver pollca officer's “frlendly fire” kllled one
Calumblne student, Danlel Rohrbough, and that law officers covered up the truth.

Thomas could ask a grand jury to Investigate or raquest & speclal prosacutor, but 5o far he has not done so.
Ha asked Blegch, the coroner, to conduct an ingquast, but Blesch has ruled that out for now.

Stone, whose department was in charge of the law enforcament response to the attacks and relessed an
officlal report based on a langthy investigation, Is the custodian of most of the Informatlon abeout Columbine.

On Thursday, Storne spokeswoman Jackl Tallman sald the sherlff opposes releasing everything.

"That Is not & very good idea,” Tallman sald. "There's a ot of information that should not go out, based an
potential copycat sltuatlons, and certalnly things that are very harmful for the famllles to have out there
regarding thelr chlidren.”

FPam Russall, spokeswoman for Thomas, sald Thursday hls office has deferrad to tha courts.

"As much disclosure as s possibla is certalnly In everyona's bast interast.” Russell sald. "As far as blanket
releasa, I'm not certaln right now what our position would be on that.”
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Andarson sald his findings wlil be turned ovar to Thomas, who will declde whather, or when, they should be
made public.

"I do agree with the attorney general that . . . once the invastigation has been concluded and presented, that
result must be made public," Anderson sald.

Lane said Salazar supports the withholding of some especlally sensitive tnformation, such as details from
autopsy reports that might Indicate a slatn child had an unrelated medical conditlon. But those reports should
otherwise be made public, he sald.

Nearly all the Columblne autopsy reports have been kept sacret.

"What Ken Is proposing Is all voluntary,” Lane seid. "The Criminal Justice Recards Act leaves It within the
discretion of the custodian to make that determination.”

Blesch wasn't the coroner when his pradecessor and other officlals declded to keep most of the Columblne
BLtopsy reports secrat,

"Befora I were to take any poslition with respact to the autopsies, I would need to spaak to the relatives,"
Blesch sald.

Contact Karen Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abbottk@RockyMountainNews, com.

January 25, 2002
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Rosen: The fog of war shrouds tragedy

A group of Columblne parents have doggedly pursuad Jefferson County suthorltias, demanding
more Information for almost three years since that terrible tragedy. They want truth, justice and,
perhaps, closure. Thoge are all understandable and legltimate goals although frustratingly
elusive.

The blg pictura of Columbline has probably been as fully painted as It avar will ba. We know wha
did it: Erlc Harris and Dylan Kiabold. We know why, 8% much a5 we can: the two adolescents
were angry and deranged. Wa know how they did It: with premeditation and an arsenal of lathal
wenpons. We know, underscored by tha Erickson Commlssion report, that law enforcement officlals at the
scene handled the Kiebold and Harrta assautlt on the school poorly. Command, contral and communications
were confused and misgulded. Although courageous individual cops were ready and wllling to "engage, contaln
or capture” the klllers, thelr commanders hald them back, foalishly ering on the side of cautlon while innocent
people were belng murdered Inside. That mistake won't be repeated again. As & result of Columblna, police
forces all over the country have rewrlttan the "book™ on how to handle such Incldents In the future,

We also know that Jeffarson County Sherlff John Stone's investigatlon was at best sloppy, perhaps
Incompetent, He was uncooperative, hiding behind an Impending lawsuit, in refusing to testlfy before the
commission. And his dealings with the public and the media have been bumbling, especlally his cover story,
phote and Columbine videotapes dabacle with Time magazine. The remady for that Is to toss him out of offlce
at the next electlon.

There was no grand consplracy by international terrorists. There were no biack helicopters. There were no
shooters hiding on the grasgy knall. That's tha blg picture, There's disagreemant about the detalls In the little
plcture, a dissenting version of which has been constructed by these Columbline parents who continue to
pursue a wrongful-death and negligance sult against the Jeffco Sherffs Office. Among therm are the parents of
Danlel Rohrbough who belleve a Danver cop, naot Klabold or Harrls, killed thalr son. Thay cite missing evidence
and canflicting storles glven by police offlcers. They accuse the authorities of a "pattern of obstruction and
falsification,” In essence m caver-up consplracy. They're calllng for a grand jury or legislative commilsslon to
reopen the Investigation.

I've read the comprehensive investigative report by Kevin Vaughan and Jeff Kass In the Rocky Mountaln News
analyzing 29 speclific claims of Jeffco authorities that the Columbine parents brand as "lles.” Thers are planty
of unanswered questions, contradictions and legltimate concerns. But this s to be expectad. Some of the
detallz will never ba known, obscured by tha fog of war and the clouded and emottonally-charged memoaries of
thoge Immaersed In the chaos of that black day and Its aftermath. One can sympathlze with the angar and
frustration of grieving parents, but there really Is room for honast disagreement about evidence, Interpretation
and conclusions. Much of the Jeffco authorltlas' version of events s supported by the Colorado Bureau of
Investigation and the testimony of Indlvidual Columblne students, eyewltnesses.

It's understandable that Colurnblne parents who have lost sons and daughters want somaone to blame,
Blaming Kiebold end Harris |s unsatisfying. They're dead and can't be vilified to thelr faces. So blame has been
rediracted at the cops and the Investigators. The Jeffco Sheriff's Office has been blamed for not stopping
Klebold and Harrls befare the fact. But that's 20/20 hindsight. What happened at Columbine was
inconcelvable. Police forces are designed to catch criminals after the fact. They'ra poorly aqulpped to prevent
crlmes. Finelly, If a Denver cop accldentally kllled Rohrbough, as his parents contend, that would surely
compound the tragedy. But I greatly doubt that a new Invastigation will concluslvely prove that ar much alse
of substance. It may only prolong the agany.

Mike Rosen's radio show &irs dally from 8 a.m. to noon on 850 KOA.
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Hearing delayed in Columbine case

By The Denvor Fost

Saturday, January 26, 2002 -

GOLDEN - A court hearing to declde whethar materials satzed by authoritiss from the hormes of
Columblne kiliars Eric Harris and Dylan Klaboid should be made publlc was postponed Friday,

The Denver Post Is seeking public release of materlals, Including Journals, audio tapes and
videotapes made by the two killers In part to show how the Jafferson County Shariff's Offlce usad
the materlals to craft Its public raport, Post attorney Steven Zansherg sald.

Attorneys reprasenting the familles of Harris and Klebold, victims' families and the sheriff's office
argued against the release. They clalmed the materlals could inclte copycats to carry out simllar
shootlngs.

The judge postponed the hearing to allow expert testimony to present oplnlon on how the public,

and potential copycats, may react to the release of tha materlals. That tastimony Is expacted to be
heard no later than mid-March,

Erintable ¥isw
Emnll a Copy of this Articis
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Portrait of O'Shea: a cop with conviction

High-octane officer 'comes from heart'

By Jatf Kass, Naws Staff Writar

Opening scene: A ralnbow arches over downtown Denver, framing the clty's office bulldings.

Cut to night: Gang unit officer Danlel Patrick O'Shaa ls behlnd the wheal of his pollce car, crulsing the strests,

"This badge Is llke an E ticket to Disneyland, and I Intend to ride avery rlde In the park,” 0'Shaa tells the
televislon show Cops In the 1992 episade.

"And I really enjoy It when I get to help paople.”

That soundbite catches the complexity of Sgt. Danny Q'Shea -- who won the Police Departmant's highest
award for his efforts at Columbine, but then found himself accused of kilitng 15-year-¢ld Danlel Rohrbough at
the school that day.

O'Shea, 41, 13 & high-octane cop with a big heart who lives for his work, according to publle documents, news
storles, and interviews with friends, famlly and colleagues. He has not previously baen at the center of any
major public controversy.

His family calls him "Shrek™ because they say the bulging muscles on his 6-foot, 1-Inch tattoed frame hide a
sweet nature, sald his wife, Susan O'Shen.

But O'Shea Is also known for his rock 'n’ roll, gung-ho attitude and a zero tolerance for lawbraakers.
"Dan O'Shes comes from the heart. Ha's honast and credible, and he tries very hard,” sald Denver police
SWAT Sgt. Anthony lacovetta, who won the Distingulshed Service Cross working with O'Shea, and once

supervisad him,

"And If somathlng comas across the radlo that says 'danger, danger,' he's gaing to try and be the first one
thare.”

For the past month, 0'Shea has been the most talked-about cop In the country, sparking & question thet cuts
to the heart of policing everywhara: Did his friendly fire kill an Innocent?

The pressure of lagal and medla scrutiny, axacerbated by the trauma of Calumbine, |s wearing on the officar,
says his wife. The Westminster High grad now has thoughts of starting lifa over and Itving on a ranch, she
sald.

"He laved his job once upon a time," sald Susan Q'Shea, 33.
"But he's been through hell since Columbine,”

She sald her husband Is, however, starting to come araund almost a month after he was named In the
Columblne lawsult,
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"He had a burglary yesterday and he had a chase, and he iikad It."

0'Shea responded to Columbine on April 20, 1999, as a member of Denver SWAT. He firad 51 shots from his
9 mm submachine gun -- more than a third of the shots firad by officers that day.

The Dec. 26 flling by Rohrbough's family that names O'Shea was agaln dismissad by a federal judge this
week, but the family has vowed to appeal. Meantime, the El Paso County sheriff is conducting an Independant
Investigation of Rohrbough's death.

Q'Shea says he didn't kill Rohrbough, polnting to news footage that he says proves he firad hls weapon only
after Rohrbough was dead,

"When the facts of this case come out, you're going to realize I did It right,” he told the Naws,
O'Shea Isn't sure how he started down the path that led him to Columbine.
"l don't know," the Denver natlve told Cops. "I never thought I'd grow up to be & cop, but I did.”

For the past 16 years, O'Shea has found a home in the Denver Pollce Drapartment, winning departmental
awards, Imprassing bosses and colleagues and spurring some complaints about his aggresslve policing.

The only disciplinary record to surface shows that O'Shea sppealed a 1991 case for not appearing in court. Ha
Iater dropped the appeal, citing personal reasons.

The thrice-marrled O'Shaa was awarded joint custody of children Michael, row 11, and Kelsie, now 9, with ex-
wifa Marnle O'Shea, according to records.

He Is characterized as a dedicated father by Susen Q'Shea, his friends and his attorney,

The three Cops eplsodes featuring O'Shea from 1992 to 1996 showcase his physlcal prowess, and hls running
comimentary on the criminal mind, thanks to hla paychology degree from the University of Northern Colorado.

O'Shea, bristling with 8 buzz cut, Is a hulk of & cop: The state hlgh school powerlifting champ wears
eyeglasses (he dropped out of U.S, Navy officer candidate school because his eyesight wasn't 20/20}, and has
a way with colorful phrases.

He even had & baby named after him after saving the newborn from & difficult birth: Darehn 0'Sheg Ransom,

O'Shea applied to the Danver Police Departrnent In 1982, and appears to have been accepted as an applicant.
But he Instead jolned the Lafayette Paolice Department.

He applled to the Denver pollce agaln in 1985, when he was 24,
The application asked about alcohol and narcotles use. "I drink bear " he wrote.
He took the police entrance exam, amarged with the rank of No. 1, and jolned the department In 1986,

O'Shea was clted twice In 1990 for the department's second-highest honor, the Medal of Valar. O'Shea worked
with one officer to disarm a woman who had an autormatic plstol and was threatening to kil harself. He was
with another offlcer when thay subdued a man who had a knife and was slashing st offlcers,

[acovetta, who was on SWAT with O'Shen, sald they won the Distingulshed Service Cross In 1997 for trying to
remove & man from & hotal room who fired an officers; the man eventuslly surrandered.

Susan O'Shea says there are many other awards and herolc acts -- Including resculng a man from a burning
van.
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There are those who have questionad whether his can-do attitude tips him over the line.

The Rev, Laon Kelly, wha runs the Open Door Youth Gang Alternatlve program, recalls disagreaements with
O'Shea in the 19805,

Kelly sald that the gang members complalned that O'Shea would take thelr belts and burn the kerchlefs that
stgnifted gang mambership. He left tham cuffed and lylng on the ground, even when they faced no charges,
they said.

"Certainly, I had some concarns back than at some of hls tactics," Kelly sald,
"We all would hope that we've grown. Certalnly, he (QO'Shea) has been promoted.”

O'Shea's boss, Capt. Mike Battlsta, sald O'Shea asked to suparvige the downtown matercycle unlt In largs part
because of hls love for tha department Issua Harley-Davidsong,

Battista gave O'Shea the Job a year ago, and applauds his abllity to deal with averyone from buslness owners
to street kids,

"He's kind of a brass tacks kind of guy," Battista sald. "What you see with Dan O'Shea Is what you get. The
people respect him for that.”

The mid-level sergeant's position that allows him to stay ¢lose to the rhythrn of the street |5 the perfect
balance for Q'Shea, according to friends and family.

That balance was tossed whaen hiz name hlt the papars,

"He at fIrst just kind of laughed it off, saylng, This Is crap,’ " Susan O'Shea sald. "Later that day, he called me
up, and It was sinking In. Someone had accused him of murder. He was In shock.”

But she sald har husband remmalns proud of his work at the school,

"He wears the Medal of Honor on his shirt avery day," she sald, "and that's from Columbina."
January 26, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountatn News. All Rights Reserved.
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Did officer or gunmen kill Daniel Rohrbough?

Eyewltnesses say It's 'impossible’ cop shot student; parents still unsure

By Bavid Migoys and Kavin $|lmppon oln the discussions
Danver Post Staff Writers

Sunday, January 27, 2002 - Denver pollce Sgt. Dan Q'Shea has llvaed at the center of a manth-
long controversy that accuses him of gunning down Columblne Hlgh School student Danial
Rohrbough.

MEO‘Shea has denied kllling the 15-year-old freshman durlng the Aprit 20, 1599,
sulcldal attack by teen gunmen Erlc Harrls and Dylan Klebold that left 12 students
and a teacher dead. Rohrbough's famlly says the avidence polnts nowhere else.

Over the past month, The Denver Post has reviewed ballistics reports, crime-scene
{sketches, evidence logs and dozens of witness staterments, and reinterviewed many
people on the scene - Including O'Shea and some students who had naver spokan

publlcly about the shooting.

Among the findings:

* Eyewltnesses who knew Rohrbough before the shooting - not from subsequent media reports -
Inslst he went down with the first gunfire from the stairs outside the school cafeterla. The
Rohrbough famlly's lawsult contends it happened later.

I None of those eyewltnesses put police |n the area at the time Rohrbough was shot,

* 0'Shea describes flring his waapon 60 times, not 51 as ballistics reparts clalm. He accounts for all
of his rounds - Including three shots he firad while standing naar Rohrbough's body - as protective
flre for rescuers well after Rohrbough was killed.

* No shell casings from the gunmien were collected near Rohrbough's body. But an unflred Smm
builet found nearby Is consistent with rounds from one of Klebold's guns, raising new guestlons
about Jefferson County's assartion that Klehold shot Rohrbough at close range. Two eyawltnesses
say Klebold fumbled with a jammed 9mm weapon,

* Eyewltness accounts varied conslderably, perhaps reflacting physical traurna or the chaos of the
moment. The Post focused on those whose descriptions of the shooting, chronicled In multiple
police Interviews days or even months apart, remalned falrly consistent with their initial
recollectlons. Others appeared to be Influenced by detalls In subsequent medla reports.

* The 41-year-old O'Shea has polnted to aerlal television footaga that shows him firing nto the
school as protectlon for rescuers. He says the videotape clears him.

* Last week, he also told The Post that fears he exprassad to a former school administrator about
shooting a student were misinterpreted. The comments wera prasanted by Rohrbough's family to
lInk O'Shea to the boy's death and to try to revive a previously dismissed wrongful-death lawsult.
On Wednesday, a judge refused to relnstate the sult, but the famlly has said It will appeal,

* Brtan Rohrbough, Danlel's father, says many ayewltness accounts are at odds with the physicael
evidence, and provide a shaky foundation for Jaffarson County's officlal version that Klabold stood
over his injured son and fired two rounds at close range. He also says ayewltnesses might not have
recognized Q'Shea as a cop because he wasn't In uniform that day.
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"If there's physical evidence that matches what (eyewltnesses) are saying, you can help confirm
what they're seelng,” ha sald. "If you don't have physlcal evidence, it becomes more difflcult to
figure out exactly what happened. In the case of Dan, you have a falr amount of physlcal evidence,
but you're missing some critical places.”

For Instance, Investigators never recovered the bullet, or any plece of It, that killed Rohrbough - or
evan spent shell casings from Klebold's gun anywhere near the boy's body. Not has Brian
Rohrbough heard a satisfactory explanation for the upward trajectory of his son's fatal wound.

Jefferson County officlals polnt to 25 ayewltnesses to support thelr theory. The Post reviewed those
statements and dozens of others, and found many that describe Klebold standing near Rohrbough
and flring, but almost all sald he firad a shotgun,

Rohrbough wasn't hit by a shotgun blast. But Lance Kirkiln, who lay serlously Injurad near his
friend, was struck In the face by polint-blank shotgun fire, Another one of Rohrbough's friends,
Sean Graves, was wounded and partlally paralyzed as he trled to escape.

Graves' account doasn't support the contentlon that O'Shea kllled thelr son, but he sympathlzas
with tha Rohrbough family and sald he's in favor of any attempt to resolve lingering Issues.

A federal grand jury or state legislative commission remain as other avallable investigatlve options.

"It concerns me that nobody's really on tha same page," Graves sald. "I'd like to eventually coma
to an agreement on what happened that day.”

Sometime around 11:20 a.m. on Aprll 20, 1999, senlor Janine Roberts declded to ditch her "Foods"
class with friend Patrice Doyle and head to Roberts' car to retrleve some prom photos. On tha way,
they passed Rachel Scott and Richard Castaldo mating lunch on a grassy ares just off the sidawalk.

Two famltlar faces stood at the top of an outdoor stairway that led down toward the cafataria:
Klabold and Harrls. The giris smiled and said hallo. The boys turned and nodded.

"They had thelr hands to themselves, In their jackets,” Roberts sald recently, confirming the
account she gave Investigators almost three years ago. "Whan we flirst walked past, we didn't think
anything of It. But now I know what they were doing - preparing.”

Dozens of witnesses offered varying - some wlldly dlvergent - accounts of the next several minutes
of the attack along the southwest side of the school,

But some conslstencies emarged.

Both gunman fired from the top of the stalrs. At some polnt, Klebold walked down the stalrs and
fired a polnt-blank shotgun blast Into & wounded student. Students and teachers who witnassad
the early moments of the attack don't mentlon police In general or the physically Imposing, flak-
Jacketed and subrmachlne gun-toting O'Shea In particular.

And many students say they saw Rohrbough hit, although some don't ldentify him by name until
days or weeks later In follow-up Interviews.

"One of the hardest problemns |s how people were quastioned,” Brian Rohrbough sald, "It's difficult

to know what they pickad up from what they saw and what they got from madia accounts. Stuff
tike that throws into quastion what you're getting.
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"In soma cases, they think they're seelng Dan, and In some cases they actually are seelng Dan,"
he added. "But the overall majority of tham, they're saaing & kid get shot, and they're not qulte
sure who It 1s."

However, several ayawltnassas - people who actually knaw Rohrbough - Insist he was shot In the
seconds after the shooting began, before pollce arrived.

Nicholas Buhrer was trying to catch up to his frlends Rohrbough, Kirklln and Graves as thay laft tha
cafeteria, but slowed to buy a soda.

He sald seconds later he was headed for the cafeterla door when ha saw Rohrbough and Kirklin
through a window, "lylng on the ground near the bottom of the stairs." Conflrming hls account to
The Post, Buhrer said he turned from the window, then saw Graves on the ground outside the
cafeterla door.

Graves and Kirklin, both struck by the spray of bullets from the top of the stalrs, recounted eating
lunch with Rohrbough and, minutes Iater, seeing him gunned down. Kirklin sald he caught
Rohrbough as he fell.

Detalis of thalr accounts differ, somatimes dramatically. And both boys were serlously Injured
themselves - Graves remains partially paralyzed, and Kirklin continues to undergo surgery to repalr
damaga from a shotgun blast to the face.

But each places Rohrbough In about the same area at the same time, suffering gunshot wounds.
Kirklin couldn't be reached for commant, but Graves offerad a measured response to the question
of whether a pollce officer could have shot Rohrbough.

"To the best of my knowledge and from what I saw, ng,” he sald.

Elght days aftar the shooting, freshman Jayson Autenriath told Investigators he saw Harrls shoot
Rohrbough and Kirklin In the first moments of the attack. Ha racognized the victims because
Rohrbough had bean in his welght-lifting class, and Kirklin "was just a guy that I knew," ha
conflirmed in a recent Interview.,

Autenrleth, who Inttlally assoclated the popplng nolses with a palntball game, sald he becamea
convinced the horrot was raal when he saw Rohrbough "fall hard and stay down," motionlass.

"He didn’t move, didn't say a word," Autenrleth told The Post. "I knew what happened to him, so
there was no way that It could have bean a cop.”

Anne Marle Hochhalter, who'd been having lunch with Autenrieth and anothar classmate outside
the cafatarla, reported seaing some studaents struck In the legs before gunfire nearly killed her and
left her paralyzed below the walst.

At first, she didn't name victims In a brief hospltal Interview a week after the attack. But recently,
she spoke to The Post to address the possibllity that an offlcar might have shot Rohrbough.

"Imposslble," she sald, noting she saw no police at the time, "It's Impossible."

In the teachers' lounge just off the cafeterta, Amy Burnett, Joyce Jankowsk! and Christina
Redmaerskl watched the first saconds of the attack through a window. Only Burnett, across the
room at a copy mechine, identified Rohrbough by name In her statement to polica a month after
the shooting. She told them she saw the boy running outside &nd that he appeared to be shot,
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In front of the window, however, Redmerskl and Jankowski sald they saw two boys lying on the
ground. Redmarski then accounted for a third when she want outside to tell students to quit what
she Intlally thought was horseplay. She saw an Injured Graves at the cafeterla door.

From outslde that same door, student Mark Christner satd he sew Rohrbough fall, then two others.
Classmate William Beck also saw the thrae boys go down. He also sald he recognlzed someone else
on the stairs: Mark Opfer.

Opfer just happened to find himself walking next to Rohrbough, whom he knew from a weight-
lifting class, as he headed up the steps towerd the west entrance. Whan one of the gunmen fired,
Opfer sald, he turned toward Rohrbough, who looked at him strangely and fall backward,
screaming,

Some detalls became sketchy In his hurry to escape, Opfer sald. But he Insists his friend was one
of the first shot.

"One hundred percent positiva,” Opfer sald recently.

The theory of avents presented In the Rohrbough lawsuit also ralles partially on a compelling
witness,

Arapahoe County sheriff's Deputy Jim Taylor told Rohrbough's mother, Sue Petrone, that he saw
Danlel run down the hill with a group of students and drop to the ground aftar being shot. In a
conversation Sue Petrone recorded, Taylor sald he gilmpsad a Danver police offlcer and heard
machine-gun fire,

Earller thls month, Arapahoe County Sherlff Pat Sulllvan sald Taylor wasn't ever In a position to see
or hear anything at the school and fired him.

Contacted by The Post, Taylor daclined to commaent.

Brian Rohrbough sald the look In Taylor's eyes as he described the boy's death convinced him It
was true.

"I've run Into e lot of pacpla who'va lled to me,” he sald. "If {Taylor) was dolng it, he's better than
anyone I've run nto.”

The family also polnts to a statement from Jefferson County Deputy Annette Walker, who allegedly
told Sue Patrone she saw Rohrbough holding open a door so other students could escape. Walkar,
through a shariff's department spokeswoman, denled makling the comment.

The Rohrbough lawsult also relles on a statement from Cellne Marquez, a former Jeffarson County
school adminlstrator who happened to meet O'Shea on Aprll 22, 199%. She sald O'Shaa broke down
In tears and said he hadn't slept for two days bacause he feared he may have shot a student. She
sald he also expressed rellef that balllstics tests showed none of the kids had been hit by pollce
bullats.

O'Shea recently told The Post that what he really feared was that any one of the rounds he fired
Into the school that day might hava struck semeone. He sald he was relleved to hear ballistics
informatlon that students shot In the library - where he fired many of hls rounds - were Instead
shot at closa range,

Dan O'Shea sald he was running late on the morning of Aprll 20, 1999 - oversleeping after his
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night shift - when he should have been on his way to pick up hls daughter from preschool. He sald
his ¢lock showed 11:;37 a.m. whan he laf hls house not far from Columbline.

On his way to the nearby preschool, he heard urgent radio traffic from Denver Divislon Chief Gerry
Whitman: Shots fired at Columbine High Schoal.

That was after Jefferson County sheriff's Daputy Nell Gardner, on assignment as the safety officer
at Columbline, had radioed for help from the school's southwest parking lot. Gardner, who said he
had aiready exchanged gunfire with Eric Herrls, raported seelng only e girl - Anne Marie Hochhalter
- on the ground when he arrived.

Daputies Scott Taborsky, who was In a car, and Paul Smoker, who was on his motorcycla, were
frst to arrlve, They stopped by a shack that was providing cover to several Injured students just
west of tha stalrs and trled to help tham, several witnesses said.

Meanwhlle, O'Shea vearad his cer from Wadsworth Boulevard and Belleview Avenue and headed
toward the school, He sald he pulled into a parking lot on the school's east side to ask a paramedic
what was happening.

"That's when I heard the shots from tha other slde,” O'Shea sald.

Ac:cordlhg to several withasses, Taborsky drove his police car slowly as Smoker walked bahind It
toward Mark Taylor, a wounded student fying on the grassy hillsida batwasen the shack and the
stairs.

Taborsky raported gunflre from the school, apparently aimed at other Denver offlcers who arrived
just ahead of O'Shea. One of tham, offlcer Binh Tran, yalled into his radlo that officers were under
fire.

Hearing Tran's radlo cell for halp, O'Shea drove his car toward the school's north side with three
other Denver police officers who joined him: Tom O'Nall, Hanry Bloodworth and Henry Depew.

O'Shea, wearing just a T-shirt and jeans, sald he stopped hls car near the school's basebali-fisld
fence, ran to his trunk to grab his police SWAT gear - Including his H&K MP-5 submachine gun -
and hustled toward the actlon, leaving the trunk open,

Almost Immedlately, O'Nait and Bloodworth saw a gun muzzle appear from behind an opened exit
door on the school's wast side. The two fired several rounds at the door, according to thalr
statements and crinme-scene forensics.

Deputles Gardnar and Smoker also flred shots, aach seelng the unidentified gunrman at the schooi
door. They were unaware, however, that Denver police also were firing at the doors, according to
thelr statemaeants.

Moments later, Smoker and Denver officer Greg Romerg, who was [n the parking lot, moved
forward to help two ambulances that stopped by the cafeterla doors to rescue wounded students
Kirklin and Graves.

It was about 12:02 p.m., records show.

suddenly, reports and witnesses say, gunfire erupted from the library windows above the
ambulance workers, That's whan O'Shea fired for the first time.
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FBI crime-scene drawings show three of 0'Shea's shell casings on the grassy hlll, O'Shea told The
Post that he fired 21 shots into the library from that locatlon, bringlng his total count te 60 shots
Instead of the 51 recorded by the FEI.

It's unknown what happened to the other nina shell casings.

Later, O'Shea fired several rounds Into the school's west doors as rescuers retrieved students
Rachel Scott and Richard Castalde. Then a team of four officers headed down the hill, edging along
the school wall, on thelr way to check a boy lving at the bottom of the stalrs.

O'Shea sald the three shall casings from hls gun found near Rohrbough's body landed thera as he
provided protactive gunfire for two other officars who checked to see If Rohrbough was allve.

"My biggest gullt complex was that I overslept that day," 0'Shea sald, "not that I shot someona.”

For all the certainty of some eyewltnesses, forensics still cloud Jefferson County's assertion that
Klebold hit Rohrbough with two close-range shots, Including the fatal round, from his 9mm
weaapon.

"The blggest thing Is, we know that what they told us happened, couldn't have,” Brian Rohrbough
said. "Everything else is not golng to be known untll people are placed under oath and thelr actions
and statements are varifiad."

And while no one disputes that Klebold stood over Kirklin and flired his shotgun, Rohrbough points
to the absence of any Kiebald or Harrls Smm shell casings around his son's bady - and the
presence of casings from O'Shea's 9mm waapon - as evidence that the cop shot him,

"Is my case clrcumstantial? Yes," Rohrbough said. "It's based on physical avidence, It's based on
statements attributed to O'Shea, and It's based on an overall view of what we know. And part of
the circumstances Is there's absolutely no evidence that Klebold or Harrls killed Danny."”

However, an unflred Smm shell was found on the sidewsalk naar Rohrbough's feet, according to FBI
crime-scene sketches. That shell, according to evidence records, was of the same make and type
as Klebold's ammunition. It's unclear why Colorado Buresu of Investigation forensic exparts didn't
tast the unflred round.

Is that unspent bullet significant?

From his vantage point outside the cafeterla, student James Stewart noticed one of the gunmen -
presumably Klebold - having problems with his weapon as he descended the stairs. Klebold
"appeared to be looking at the gun . . . appeared to be attempting to move a lever,” Stewart sald.

Classmate Willlam Arapklles told a simllar story, describing a gun ke the TEC-DCS that Kiebold
was firing. He said that Klebold might have Intendad to shoot Rohrbough at close range, but
couldn't because of a faulty weapon.

"Maybe somebody else saw him try to fire tha gun, but It never went off,” Arapklles told The Post.
"Paople thought It looked like It did.”

Whatever value ascribed to eyewltness accounts, they fall short of answerlng praclsely how Danlal
Rohrbough dled. And Brian Rohrbough continues his search for the missing pieces.

"This is more complex than polnting out, "Gee, thls eyewitness thinks they saw that, so who cares
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If there's no Klebold or Harris bullets or shells, it still had to be tham,' " Rohrbough said, "Well, I
care, There's anough Informatlon avatlable to tell this story, but the police will not release It.”
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Expert: O'Shea's bullets unique

By David Migova pod Kevin Simpson oln ths discussions
Danvar Poxt Staff Writars

Sunday, January 27, 2002 - Item number 260; Identiflcation number 8757,

Those are the offlclal labels for a plece of Columbine High shooting evidence that's about tha slze of
a Pez candy.

It's the bullet taken from the body of Danlel Rohrbough, the only bullat racovered of the three thet
struck him, The 9mm coppear-jacketad round tore through hls midsection at an upward angle, but it
didn't kIl him.

That much Is glven.
Where the bullat came from remalns debatable.

A foransic firearms expert contacted by The Denver Post, however, sald it shouldn't be hard to
determina whether Item 260 was fired by Denver pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shea, who was accused by
Rohrbough's family In a wrongful-death lawsult of killing the student. The sult was dismissed In
November, and a judge last week refused to relnstate It. The family has vowed to appeal,

0'Shea was using very speciflc, unlque ammunition that's saslly distingulshed from all others, satd
Allan Jones of CCI-Speer, tha company that made the bullets O'Shea fired at Columbline High
Schoal.

Rohrbough's famlly claims O'Shea fired the fatal shot, but Is unsure whether the same gunman
flred all thram,

Forensic sclentists with the Colorado Buraau of Investigation say the bullet, which a pathologist
described as "well-preserved,” likely cama from the 9mm HI-Point carblne Erlc Harris was firlng,
One Indicator was that marks on the slug were "conslstent with test bullets (experts lataer) fired
from" Harrls' gun,

If 0'Shea had shot Rohrbough, the 9mm ammunltion he used that day - Spear "+P" Gold Dot
Hollow Point - should have stood out to whoaver axamined the slug.

The FBI identifled 51 Speer +P Gold Dot shells at Columblne that came from O'Shea's gun.

The constructlon and design of the Gold Dot bullet Is so unusual that Speer patented the process
dacades ago. No other bullat Is made the same way, Jones said.

"The jacket (around the lead slug) Is pure copper,” Jones sald of the Gold Dot bullets. "That's
becausa It's chemlically bonded. All other bullets on the market, Including some of the other typas
we make, are an alloy of copper and zinc. It's really a simple test that can determine that."

The CBI hasn't sald much about Item 260. In fact, It won't say what tests it did on the bullat.
Deputy Director Pete Mang declined to comment,

Balllstics and autopsy reports also do not say If the slug taken from Rohrbough was a hollow point -
the type O'Shea was using - If It was stlll rounded at the tip or If It had mushroomad, as hollow
points are designed to do.
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Additionally, the Gold Dot bullet s specifically identiflable by the unique concave "shaliow-dish"
shapa at the bottom of the slug, Jones sald.

The company sells the Gold Dot hollow-polint bullet only to law enforcemant. The bullet hes a
hickel-plated casing and Is stamped "Speer” on the hase of the shell. The commaercially avallable
Gold Dot bullet Is fitted Into a brass casing and ts stempad "CCL"

FBI evidence records show no CCI shell casings were found outslde the school.
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Physical svidence in Danisl Rolrbough's death
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Columbine families to visit Capitol today

Kin to press request for legislatlve probe

By Hoyard PanKratr
Denvar Post Lagal Affairs Writar

Wednesday, January 30, 2002 - Columblne farnllles will go to the state Capltol today to ask
for a leglslative probe of the Columbline massacre, a week after a judge refused to relnstate thalr
negligence and wrongful-death lawsults agalnst Jeffarson County authorltias.

Barry Arrington, a former state leglslator who represents some of the familles, sald many
parents feel that a legislative commission s the "last bast hope" for an unblased and
comprehansive Invastigation of the events bafore, during and aftar Aprll 20, 1999.

The famiiles will hold a news confarance on the steps of the Capltol.

Arrington sald he doesn't expect Jeffarson County District Attornay Dave Thomas or U.S.
Attorney John Suthers to convene the grand jurias that the parents want.

Arrlhgfon said he has no falth that an Investigation by the El Paso County Shariff's Office will
uncover wha shot Columbine student Danlel Rohrbough - the pollce or killers Eric Harrls and
Dylan Klebold. Arrington represents Brian Rohrbough and Sue Petrone, Danlel's parents.

Arrington sald he believas the Investigation by El Paso County Sherlff John Andersaon, who was
asked by Jefferson County Sherlff John Stone to undertake the Investigation, will find that
Stone's sarlier Investigation "Is perfect In avery detall and that these parents are all wet.”

Arrington sald he has bacome skeptical of the Anderson Invastigation, in part because
Invastigators have not contacted Brien Rohrbough.

"Anderson's Investigation Is worse than useless," said Arrington, noting that the El Pago
authorities don't have subpoena power. "I feal the Anderson Investigation Is a distraction.”

But Lt. Mallssa Hartman, a spokeswoman for Anderson, said the fact that no contact has bean
made with Rohrbough should not discourage the Rohrbough family.,

She sald that the El Paso investigation Is only a month old and that aven though It Is focusing
solely on the clrcumstances of Daniel Rohrbough's death, Investigators still have "an extrema
amount of informatlon” to review, She sald the Investigation will not ba completed for at least
"another month or two."”

"If our Investigators feel Mr. Rohrbough Is going to contribute relevant Information, they
certalnly will contact him," Hartman sald.

Jeff Dorschner, a spokesman for Suthers, sald the U.S. attorney has made no declslon on
whether to convene a grand jury. Pam Russell, spokesman for Thomas, sald no decislon will be
made about a grand jury before Thomas recelves Anderson's report.

Russell sald Thomas "Intends to be open as possible” with the Anderson report, making what he
can public. Thomas had recommended a coroner's Inquast as a way to investigate Danlal
Rohrbough's death because It Is open to the public. In contrast, grand jurles are conducted In
secrecy, although grand Jurors can Issua a raport If there Is no Indlctment.,
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Wednesday's rally was the latest move by Columbina survivors
to seek Informatlon about unanswered questions Intc the Aprll
30, 1999, assault carried out by Columbine students Eric Harrls
and Dylan Klabold.

wia The parents want a legislative committee, backed by subpoena
power, to Inltlate B new review of the case.

State Rep. Don Lee, R-Lttleton, has expressed Interest In such
a probe. As yet, Lee has taken no officlal steps Inside the
Lagisiature to create such a commlttea.

Sue Petrone, the mother of Columblne victim Denny
Rohrbough, met with Lae befors the rally. She said the
lawmakar was confldent the Leglslature would Inltlate some
actlon.

Lee could not be reached for commeant Wednesday.

Several other Columbine parents voleed support for such an
Investigation.

"I don't have any llluslons that If the truth came out that my
daughter would walk back Into the room,” sald Dawn Anna,
whiose daughter, Lauran Townsend, dlad Inslde the Columblna
library, "We have to seek the truth or wait for the next
tragedy.”

The famllles expressed Jlitle hope a review by the El Paso
County Sherlff's Offlce Into the death of Rohrbough will satisfy
anyone's search for the truth.

"We've run up agalnst a great blue wall,” Petrone said,
referring to the lack of cooperation the familles say they have
recelved from varous law anforcement agencles,

Accusations ralsed In recently filed U.S. District Court,
docurnarnts allage Danver Police Sgt. Danlel O'Shea fatally shot
Rohrbough. O'Shea has denled the claim. Jefferson County
shertff's Investigators, who aoversaw the inltlal Columbline
Investigatlon, asked El Paso County to review Rohrbough's
death.
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But the Columbine famliles insist the state needs to take a
fresh look at every agpect of the crime.

"We have a lot mora questions than how Danny (Rohrbough)
dled," sald Joe Kechter, whose son Matt dled at Columblne.
"Wa all have quastlons to answer.

"We need to know (what happened) before, during and after.”

Bruce Beck, Lauren Townsand's stepfather, sald a leglslative
Investigation might explain why students wara told to hide In
the library and walt for help.

"I want to know why It took four hours for help to come to the
library," Beck sald, referring to the room where sevaral
students werg kllled N
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Columbine parent spurs retest of bullet's origin

By Howard Pankraty
Danver Post Lugal Affalre Writar

Thuraday, January 31, 2002 -
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%Columblne parent spurs retest of bullet's origin

i

iBy Howard Pankratz
Danver Post Legal Affalrs Writer

Authorities will retest a bullet that passed through the arm of a
sleln Columblne student after the boy's mother questioned
Wednesday whether police or a teen gunman fired the shot,

Poxt / Cong £ visdiar | Patricla DePooter, speaking at a state Capltol news conferenca,

| Dawn Annm, laft, mother of Columbline Isald she hopes a leglslative commisslon can tell her why

ivlctltm“l-;l:l-n Iﬂv\'m;-’nhd. 7““ :hwllllrI lm‘ﬂcluls only compared the bullet - which traveled through son

»munt of victim Iamin oala, and Phylils ] - -

| Valasquez, mother of victim Kyls Corey's arm and ended up in his backpack - with law
enforcement waapons and not the guns of klllers Erlc Harrls

and Dylan Klebold.

Vcluqu_lz, stand outslde the Capitol.

"There are a lot of questions that aran't answered that even farnllles you don't hear about, like the
DePooters, want answered,” DePootar sald.

DePooter's questions follow months of scrutiny over whether a Denver SWAT officer shot and killed
another student, 15-year-old Danfal Rohrbough.

Jefferson County sherlff's spokeswoman Jackl Tallmen said Iate Wednasday the Colorado Bureau of
Investigation determined In 1999 that the bullat fired through Corey DePooter's arm was not from
a law officer.

But because of Patricia DePooter's comments at the news conference, the bullat wlll be retested to
speclfically detarmine whether Harrls or Klebold fired It, Tallman sald.

Jefferson County authorltles have sald - and thousands of pages of Investigatlve documents and
ballistics reports indicate - that none of the roughly 150 bullets flred by police on April 20, 1999,
hit any students.

But In papers flled In faderal court last month, Rohrbough's famlly accused Danver Sgt. Dan O'Shea
of shooting their son, O'Shea and officials have denled the accusation.

Rohrbough was struck by three bullats. Only one was recovered.

Kate Battan, Jefferson County's lead Columbine investigator, said Wednesday that renewad tasting
on that one bullet also Is a possibliity as part of an El Paso County Sherlff's Dapartment
Investigation Into who shot Rohrbough. That probe was requested by Jeffarson County Shertff John
Stone.

"If (El Paso County investlgators) choose to send It back to the CBI or send It to an Independant
lab, then they certainly have that option,” Batten said. "All they have to do Is call me and say,
"Release It to me," and I'll releasa It to them."
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Wrongful-death and negligence lawsults flied by the familles of Columblne victims against Jefferson
County sheriff's and school officlals ware dlsmlssed in Novembar, and a federal court judge rafused
to reinstate them last week. Appeals are expectad.

The sults accused authoritles of missing warning signs that might have prevented the worst school
shooting In U.5. history and being too slow to go Into the school once the gunfire started. Harrls
and Klebold killed 12 students and a teacher bafore taking thelr awn lives.

On Wednesday, DePooter and severa| other familles called on legislators to convene an
Investigative panel to get to the truth.

"l have had people ask ma, "Why can't you Just get over this?' But It doesn't have to do with
getting over It," sald Dawn Anna, whose daughter, Lauren Townsend, was among those who dled.

"It has to do with finding out why my daughter, these children, (teachar) Dave Sanders, enterad
Columbine High School on April 20 and did not come out allve,” Anna sald. "We are seeking the
truth.”

Before the news conference, several famllles mat with Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, who llkely would
haad a leglsietlve commission.

Phyllls and Al Velasquez sald they also question the official version of what happened to their son
Kyle in the school library.

Investigators "initially told us that Kyle was sitting at the computar desk and didn't hava a clue
what was golng on and was kllled,” sald Al Velasquez. "We lataer found out that was ridiculous.
There ware alarms golng off, smoke, 911 calls, and he was aware what was happening. He was
found underneath the desk."
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Famllies, lawmakers urge Columbine Inquiry
By Michelw Amas, Naws Staff Writer

Seven of the 12 twelve familles whose children whare glain during the Columbine High School shootings came
to the state Capitol steps Wednesday to urge lawmakers and Gov. Blll Qwens to investigate the tragedy.

The parents and othaer famlily members threw thelr support bahind a plan by Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, to form
a laglslative committee that would have subpoena powaer, something no other outside investigators have had.

The parents rattled off a list of people they would like to see appear for guastloning, Inciuding Jefferson
County Sheriff John Stone and the parents of the two klllers, Eric Harrls and Dylen Klebold. They also have &
laundry Ilst of questions.

"These famllles have never sought anything but the truth,” sald Dawn Anna, mother of slaln gtudent Lauren
Townsend. "This goes beyond our chlldren. It reaches your children. To do nathing Is to walt for anothar
trapady.”

Thelr urging wes met with strong support from a few legislative leaders, tantative support from others and
sllance from the governor's offics,

"The governor has not yet taken a posltion on a leglslative Investigation,” sald Dan Hopkins, Owens' press
secratary.

Some |awmakars, Inctuding House Speaker Doug Dean, R-Colorado Springs, have embraced the [dea.

"These parents deserve the truth, They've looked for It and they're not finding It. Thay deserve to bave thelr
¢lacted officials take action,” Dean sald.

Dean has been working with Lee to find tha roughly $300,000 lawmakers sstimata they wotlld need for such
things as hindng attorneys and investigators.

Dean sald he's even searched for lawyers willing to donate thelr time.,

It's the money involved that Is causing some lawmakears concern about forming the commlittee, which would
have lass than 10 members.

"If we're going to spand taxpayers' money, then they need to find In our budget whare the dollars are," sald
Senate President Stan Matsunaka, D-Loveland. "We're already trylng to cut $190 million from the state
budget."

While the parents urged quick action, any Investigation Is unllkely to start unti spring. Lee sald he won't push

his bill until Et Paso County Sheriff John Anderson finlshes his Inquiry Into whether student Danfel Rohrbough
could have bsen accidentally killed by a pollce officer.

That report Is expected In late March or early Aprll.

"As sansitive as this Issue Is, I'm going to make sure we cover all bases before we move forward," Lee said.
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The parents who lost children are unlikely to walt quietly.

"It lsn't like we haven't gotten on with our lives -- we've all moved forward," sald Sue Petrone, Rohrbough's
mother. "But we deserve some answers. Danny | worth this much. All the children and (slain teachar} Dave
Sanders are worth this much.™

January 31, 2002
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