U.S. attorney denies request for Columbine grand
jury
By Mike McPhye ‘ !ﬂln tha dmnhn:,

Deanvar Past Staff Wrlter

Priday, Fabruary 01, 2002 - The U.S. attorney for Coloredo refused a request Thursday from
Columbina victims' famllies to convene a federal grand jury desplte "communlcation gaffes” and
possibla "avidence of ineptitude® by law enforcement.

After consldering the famllles' request for more than three weaeks, U.S. Attorney John Suthers said
all the evidence shows what Jaffarson County authorltles concluded almost three years ago:
student Danial Rohrbough was ktlied by gunmen Erlc Harrls and Dylan Klebeld, not a Deanver SWAT
officer.

Suthars also sald there Is no evidence of a consplracy to cover up the Investigatlon after the April
20, 1999, massacre that left 15 paople dead.

There were, however, "communication gaffas" among the various police agancles who responded
to the scene, and by Jefferson County Investigators when it came to relaying Infarmation to the
famllles, Suthers said,

He also clted savaral axamples of possible "ineptitude.”

For Instance, authoritlas Initially sald thay'd never Interviewed the famlly of student Brooks Brown,
but later admitted they had. They also Initially sald a search warrant for Eric Harris' house had
never bean prapared, but later admitted one had,

But there was no evidence of a consplracy to cover up or deny anyone thelr constltutional rights,
Suthers sald.

Barry Arrington, the attorney representing the familles, sald Suthers' decislon was predictable.

"This Is merely the latest roadblock to finding cut the truth,” he sald. "We know beyond any doubt
that law anforcarment personnel have told lies about materlal facts. These lles were not
"communication gatfes' as Suthars' office so disrmissively suggests.”

Arrington sald the announcement "polnts cut the crying need for the leglslatlve commisslon.”

Suthers sald the most credible evidence avallable, Including "vary compelling statements” from
students, Indlcate Rohrbough was shot by Harris and Klebold, and not by Danver police Sgt. Dan
0O'Shea, as Rohrbough's parents have alleged,

"Even If we were to accept the Rohrbough famlly's assertion," Suthers sald, "there Is not a scintilla
of avidence to suggest that such actlon was willful or Intentlonal, which Is the standard for a federal
crirminal prosecution.”

The Rohrbough family baced part of their allagation on the statements of Cellne Marquez, who
wrote In an affldavit that she heard O'Shea say he feared he may have shot an Innocent student.,

But Suthers sald the E| Pase County Sherlff's Offlce has found an Independent withess who clairms
0'Shea specifically referred to possibly having shot a studant Inside the high school, not outsida.
Rohrbough was shot outslde the school,
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Federal jury won't probe Columblne

U.S. attorney rejects investigation request; sheriff seaks naw test on siug that hit pack
By Karen Abbott, News Staff Writer

Colorade U.5. Attorney John Suthers refused Thursday to launch a federal grand jury probe Into the
Columbline shootings or allegatlons that authorities hid the truth about them,

Suthers acknowledged that questions remaln unanswered about the Columbine attack, events leading up to it
and the actions of authorities afterward. But ha sald his review disclosed no avidence of any federal crime for
a grand jury to Investigate,

"It is not appropriate to use such a body to Investigate & matter simply to get to the bottom of It," Suthars
gald,

He sald the parents of slain student Brian Rohrbough, who contend thalr son was shot by a Denver police
offlcer, might get more answers through & proposed coroner's Inquest.

"l have a high degree of confidence that the answer would be that he was killed by Klebold or Harrls,” Suthers
sald.

Columbine senlors Dylan Klebold and Eric Harrls attacked thelr school with guns and bombs on April 20, 1999,
killing 13 people and woundIng more than 20 othars before taking thelr own lives.

Even if a police officer did shoot Danny Rohrbough, that's not a federal crime unlesg the officer did k
"wililfully," Suthers sald,

He seid Jefferson County sherlff's officlals made "communlcations gaffes,” as wall as statements Iater found to
be unfactual.

Those may be "evidance of ineptitude,” Suthers sald, "but It does not canstitute evidence of a criminal
consplracy to deprive anyone of theair Constitutional rights.”

In another Columbine related development Thursday, Jefferson County sheriff's officials said they would ask
the Colorado Bureau of Invastigation to conduct new balllstics tests on a bullet found In the backpack of slaln
student Coray DaPooter,

The tests will compare the bullet to those fired by all 12 {aw officers who fired thelr weapons at Columblne, as
well a5 to those fired by Klebold and Dylan.

DePooter's famlly asked for the additional tests, saying they wantad to know whether Klebold or Harrls shot
thalr son.

In the wake of Suthers' announcment, Columbine families who had asked for the federal grand jury probe
focused thelr hopes on 8 proposed leglslative Investigation.

"Thig i meraly the latest roadblock to finding out the truth abeut what happened at Columbline,” sald Barry
Arrington, attorney for the famlllas of fiva slaln students, "and polnts out the ¢rying need for the leglsiative
commission propased by Rep, Don Lee.”
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Laa, a Republican, represents the Columblne nelghborhood.

"This Is not just about the famlilles,” Arrington said. "The people of Colorado have a right to know whether
they have been disserved by law enforcemant officers In positlons of grest trust.”

"We know beyond any doubt that law &nforcemeant parsoninel have fold lles about material facts," Arrington
sald. "These ware not 'communlcation gaffas' as Suthers' office so dlsmissively suggests.”

Stephen Wahiberg, who also had asked Suthers for a grand jury Investigation on behalf of Injured students
Sean Graves and Lance Kirklin, sald he didn't know If any federsal crime occurraed.

"I can't glve that conclusion,” he sald, "But there's a [ot of misinformation, miscommunication, deceit.
Whether [t ris=s to the level of a conspiracy or not Is something that has to pass Mr. Suthers' smell test, and |t
didn't. And we respect that.”

Suthers sald he understands why the familias want more information.

They're all seeking datalls,” he sald. "They've sufferad a terrble tragedy and I think the natural reaction |5 to
want to know how and why [t happened.”

"But I dop't think they'll have all thelr questions answered."”
He sald he niso undarstands why the famllles now are suspicious of authorlties.

"They have a sinfster view of soma of the communicatlion problems that have occurred In the Jeffarson County
sherlff's office," he sald.

"Things have happened here that have fualed the parents' distrust.”

Cnly the leglslature can decide if It will conduct an investigation, Suthers sald, But he added, "This !s not a
body that typlcally doas this sort of thing. They don't have investigative resources or attorneys. T am not
certaln how much addltional light it would shed.”

El Paso County Sheriff John Anderson, at the requaest of Jefferson County Sherdff John Stona, |s investigating
Danny Rohrbough's death. Anderson's staff declined Thursday to discuss the status of that probe.

Contact Keran Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abboltk@RockyMountainNews. com.

February 1, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved.
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Evidence agalnst cop In shooting not enough to
require grand jury, Suthers decides

By Barry Bortnick The Gezette

DENVER - Thare wlll be no federal grand jury Investigation Into
the Columbine massacre,

U.5, Attorney John Suthers on Thursday rejectad a requast by
family membare to ampanal a grand jury to detarmina whether
student Danial Rohrbough dled from "“friendly fire,”

After maating with the FBI and reviewing clivll pleadings, police
reports and other Columbline-related documents, Suthers found
no evidence of a federal crime or proof Rohirbough dled at the

seei] hands of 8 police officer.

Suthers stated even If Rohrbough was shot by a Danver SWAT
officer, as sorne say, there was "not a scintllla of evidence to
suggeast that any such action was wlllful or Intentional.”

As such, the events surrounding Rohrbough's death do not
meet federal standards for criminal prosecution, Suthers sald.

"The only legltimate uzse of g federal grand jury 15 to determine
whether there |s probable cause to balleve a faderal crime has
been commiltted,"” Suthers sald. "It Is niot appropriate to use
such a body to Investigate a matter simply to get to the bottom
of It, absent a reasonable possibllity that a federal crime has
been committed.”

The rmost credible evidence avallable proved Columbine killers
Erlc Hartls and Dylan Klebold were responsible for Rohrbough's
death, he said.

Suthers found no evidence of a crimtnal consplracy as allegad
by saveral famlllas who say the Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office llad about, its Investigation Into the April 20, 19949,
shooting.

Suthars sald Jefferson County sherlff"s officlals may have been
Inept while deallng with the farnlllas, but he sald there was no
eavidencea law enforcement deprved anyone of thelr
constltutional rights.

Barry Arrlngten, an attorney representing Rohrbough's parents
and other Columbline famlilas, called Suthers' decision "the
latest roadblock to finding out the truth about what happened
at Columbine.”

Suthers' declsion closed one route Columbine famlilles sought to
satisfy unanswerad questlons about what occurred that day

http://www.gazette.com/stories/0201 loc 1 .php7section=1
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and whether more couid have been done to protact students
from the killers' wrath.

The famlllas still hope the state Leglsiature will Inltiste an
Invastigation Into tha crime. State Rep. Don Lee, R-Littlaton,
has champloned the Idea of 8 commission.

Columbine famllles want the General Assembly to act because
a legislative commission would have subpoena powar.

"Danny is worth the answers,” sald Sua Patrone, Rohrbough's
mother, during 8 Wednesday rally In support of the legislative
commisslon.

"The truth must come out."”

A majority vote in both chambars would be needad to Inttlate a
commlssion, Lee sald a number of lawmakers support the |dea
of & commilsslon, but funding could bea a stumbling block.

Lee sald he hoped to bring some action before the state Houzse
before the and of the |egislative sasslon.

Columbine famlly members also awalt a review of Rohrbough's
death by the El Paso County Sherff's Offlce, which bagan an
independent Invastigation about a month ago at the raquast of
Jefferson County officlals,

Thea El Paso County review arose after the Rohrboughs alleged
Denver pollce Sgt. Danlel O'Shaa fatally shot Rohrbough after
Harrls and Klebold took over the scheool. O'Shea has denled any
Involvement In Rohrbough's death.

The El Paso County Investigation wlll last two to thrae months,
sald Lt. Mellssa Hartman, a spokeswoman for the Sheriff's
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CBI to study Columbine bullet

Slug In DePooter backpack not fully tested
By Davld Miggya. Howard Pankretz and Kevin Simesen

Deanvar Post Btaff Writers

Saturday, Fabruary 02, 2002 - Ballistics experts never comparad a slug found In siain student
Coray DePooter's backpack with elther the kiliers' guns or pollce weapaons flred Into the school
library where he dled during the 1999 Columbline attack.

That oversight, plus questions by DePooter's parants about the round's origin, have prompted
the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office to submlt the bullet to the Colorado Bureau of Investlgation
for further examination.

Tha shariff's department inltially sald balllstlcs tests determined the bullet, pulied from the spine
of a notabook In DaPootar's backpack four months after the shooting, hadn't bean fired by law
enforcement.

lLead Investigator Kate Battan thought the necessary balllstics had been done, including those
relating to the DePooter bullet, according to Jeffco sherlff's spokesman Jim Shires,

But the department reallzed B few weeks mgo that nelther the Harris and Klebold weapons, nor
the appropriate [aw enforcemant weapons, had been testad against the round found In the
backpack, Shires added.

Battan now has declded to submit test-fired bullets from all weapons used that day for
compatison to the DeaPocter bullet, Shires sald.

"I think It shows goodwlll to the community, that they're hot the bad guys a lot of pacple are
trylng to make them out to be,” sald Patricla DePooter, Corey's mother, "When there are all
these questions floating around and you don't know the answer, you can't hava closure.”

Untll Battan caught the mistake, the DePooter round had been tested agalnst only four pollce
waapons. But none of those weapons was belleved to have been flred Intg the school's second-
floor Hibrary, records show.

Invastigators falled to test the round agalnst guns belonging to six other offlcers, some who sald
thay returned fire Into the llbrary, records show,

Pete Mang, deputy director of the CBI, sald It should take about a day to determine wheo fired
the DePootar bullet.

Balllstlcs already determined that two slugs pulled from DePooter's chest came from the 9mm
gun used by Harrls,

Patricla DaPooter had sald that since only police bullets were comparad to the backpack slug,
investigators must have thought her son was hit by a law enforcement round. But after hearing
of the new tests, she sald they could help clear up the mystery,

"Tha community wlll see they're not hiding anything If thay put all the guns out thare to be
tested,” sald DaPooter. "It's a nlce gesture. I appraciate It."
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The DePooters were the second victim's famlly to suggest police gunfire hit Columblne students,
The parents of slaln student Danlel Rohrbough have accusad Denver pollce Sgt. Dan O'Shaa in a
wrongful-death lawsult of firing the bullet that killed their son.

0'Shea, who denles shooting Rohrbough, has sald he fired 60 times Into the school, Including 21
timas into the library.
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Harris fired bullet found in backpack
Report clears police In DePooter's death

By Ravid Migoye,
panvar Post Staff Writer

Tussday, Fabruary 05, 2002 - Erlc Harris fired the shot that went through Columbine High
School victim Corey DePooter and ended up In hls backpack, according to a new ballistics report
expected to be releasad today.

The finding comes four days after Jeffarson County Sherlff's deputies gant the slug to the Colorado
Bureau of Investigation for re-testing.

"The tests show that the bullet was consistent with the HI-Polnt carbine firad by Eric Harrls that day
and was Inconsistent with all other weapans fired at Columbina,” sheriff's spokaswoman Jacki
Tallman said Monday.

Ballistics experts compared the slug to bullets fired from weapons that were used by Harris and
Dylan Kiabold, as well as thase fired by a dozen law officers, during the April 20, 1999, massacre.

Harrls and Klebold killed 12 students and a teacher before taking their own lives,
The slug was originally compared in 1999 only agalnst test-fired bullats from four law enforcement
weapons - nona of which was bellaved at the time to have been fired Into the school Ibrary, where

DaPooter's body was found.

Investigators realized the mistake about three weeks ago. L ast weak, DePooter's mother, Patricla,
also ralsed the Issue at B news confarence,

That's why Investigators ppted to re-test the bullat agalnst all guns fired at the school, authorlties
sald.

The Sherlff's Department's official varslon of the deadly events, as well as balllstics reports
raleased two years ago, show two bullets recovered from DePoatar's body were linked to Harris,

But the third bullet hadn't been testad agalnst the killars’ guns because of an oversight,
investigators have sald.

The backpack slug wash't found untll four months after the fatal shooting, when DePooter's farrilly
asked for the backpack's contents.

The bullet was In the spine of a three-ring notabook.

DePooter's mother sald last weak that testing the bullet agalnst just law enfarcement weapons Was
an Indlcatlon that Investlgators bellaved their son may have baen shat by a pollce officer.

The DePooters are the sacond family to ralse concerns about whethar police bullets hit their
children.

The famlly of slaln student Danlel Rohrbough alleged In & federal court lawsult that Denver SWAT
officer Dan O'Shea shot thelr son.
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O'Shaa has denled the allegation and the lawsult has bean dismissed, though an appeal is
expected,

A re-test on the only bullat recovered from Rohrbough Is possible, officials have sald,
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Columbine probe may be sooner
Lawmaker Lee 3ays he might introduce proposal to convene pane! by next wesk

gy Michale Ames and Charile Brennan, Naws Staff Writars

Farnliles who lost children at Columbine High School nearly three years 8go might be gatting thelr wish for a
state laglisiative invastigation sooner than expected.

Rep. Don Lee, r-Littleton, said he 15 likely to bring his resolutlon to form guch a panai to faliow leglslators Dy
naxt waek, Lee's decision not to walt until completion of an investigation by El Paso County Sherlff John
Anderson comes an the haels of plaas frormn seven of the 12 familtes that lost children.

"There are some things we need to do while we're stiil In cassion," Lee sald.

If Lea 15 able fo fipd the money and the votes to pass nls proposal, the panel would be the first - and perhaps
only -~ rorvened to jnvestigate the tragedy that would have subpoena pOWers.

Brian Rohrbough, the father of murdered Colurmbine student panlel Rpohroough, welcomed the News.

"] think It's great,” sald Rohrbough, who hag tried to sua lafferson County officials In faderal court, alleging
that his 15-yemr-old son was inadvertantly shot by & responding police officer.

"1 think It needs to happen saor. We've waltad two and a half years. There's an awful lot of reasons for doing
it right now, t@ get the guestions answered,” Rohrbough sald.

Jetferson County sperlffs officials deciined to comment on Jaglslators’ intentions.

"we're not real comfortable making any kind of comment on something that may or may not take place,” sald
sheriff's spokesman 3im Shires.

“tynce a declsion of some kind I5 made by the legisiature, there may be comment coming out."

Lawmnalkers will |eave the building May 8 for the year.

Le= sald that amang the reasons for trylng to start the panel earller \$ monay. The investigation 3 estimated
to cost $300,000 --a sum hard to find In an Increasingly strapped state hudget.

Lea 15 hoplng to save qome cash by not paylng extra for lawmakers to work during the Intarlm period. He's
also trying to find attorneys who would conduct the depositions for tre panel for free or raduced ratas.

Lee initially said he would wait to near whether U.5. Attorney John guthars would convene a faderal grand
jury to Investigate. But when suthers falled to produce 3 tirneline for hls declsion, Lee declded to move ahead.
Suthers subsequently decided he could not bring & grand jury because he Saw no pvidence that fedaral 1aws
had been broken.

Then Lee sald he would walt untlt EI Paso County Sheriff Johin Anderson finished hig probe, which 15 axpected
to produce a report (n late March or early Aprll. But now Lee sald he fears that won't be early enough, alther.
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"It 1 can't make this happen in the naxt two weeks, I'm not going t@ make this happen," Lea said.

Lt. Mallgsa Hartman, B spokesperson tor the El Paso County sherlff, sald Monday that Anderson would also
have no comment on Lee’s 1atest plans, other than to point out that Lee praviously seid he would walt for
Andarson to complete his repott.

Les has already recelved strong signals fram lawmakers on both sidas of the atsle that they would support his
plan. The only objections he's seen so far are from leglsiators concerned about the state budget crunch, which
s forcing lawmmakers to cut nearly $700 million trorm state spending.

Gov. Blil Owens, who last month encouraged the Jeffersan County District Attorney's office to convene a grand
jury In the case, has not taken a stand on the advisability of convening & lagislatlve commission.

"He wants to see what the language of the bill would be, and conslder It at that time, but he does not have a
position at this polnt,” sald Dan Hopklns, spokesman for the governor.

Owens appolnted his own carmmission headad by farmer Colarade Suprema Court Chlef Justice Willlam H.
Erickson.

That commlsslon disbanded Dec. 31 after making a final report, releagad last May.
nwe were restricted materiaily, because we did not have subpoena power,” Erickson sald Monday.
Key among those who did not appear before the commission were Jafferson County Sherlff John Stone.

"We know that the leglsiature hopes to find additional Information. and If thay do, wa wish them well,™
Erickson sald. "But, I can't anficipate a change In our recommendations.”

In & related developmant, the Jefferson County sheriff's department confirmed Monday that ballistics tesis
have beer completed on & bullet found In the backpack of victim Corey DePooter.

Sherff's officlals have steadfastly contanded that no victims wera hit by pollce bullets, but & ballistlcs report
showed the DePooter bullet was only tested against four of the 10 officers’ weapons fired at Columbline.

Due to this controversy, the cherffs dapartment recently turned the buliet over to the Colorado Bureau of
Investigation for further study.

Shires sald the results of those new tests should be announced today.

"We've been asked by the DePooter family rot to relate anything about that untll tomorrow (Tuesday}," Shires
sald. "And because of that, I don't aven know what the results are.”

Neal DePooter, Corey's father, declined to comment on the results Manday night.
That will have to come from the sheriff's department,” he sald.

When asked if the family would comment after the resuits are announced, he sald, "I don't intend to, no. Tl
just let it speak for [eself.”

Randy Brown, whose 500, Brooks, was a sometimes-friend of Eric Harrls and Dylan Kiebold, but wha was also
threatened by the pair, wondered why the CBI hasn't tested zll the bullets found at Columbine.

He sald thare are more than 90 bullets that haven't been tegtad,

"Why dldn't they test all these to begin with?" Brown said. "It doesn't make sense to mea."
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Brown said the CBI has denied three of his open records reguests about the ballistics. A fourth Is panding, he
sald.

An official at the CBI did not return calls Monday seeking comment.

News staff writers Peggy Lowe and Dick Foster contributed to this report.

February 5, 2002
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Rohrbough probe passes 1-month mark

E| Paso County sheriff's office promises to stick to its goals, timetabla
By Dlck Foster, Naws Southarn Buraku

COLORADO SPRINGS -- £l Paso County sheriff's detectlves remalnad sllent Monday as their invastigation of
Daniel Rohrbough's death in the 1999 Columbline High School killings passed its ona-month mark.

Sherlff John Anderson's Investigation Is expected to last two to three months. It will not alter Its direction or
timatable, regardiess If the lagislature launches Its own tnvestigation, said Lt. Mellssa Hartman.

Danlel Rokrbough's father, Brlan Rohrbough, sald he ramains skeptical that Anderson's invastigation wiil yleld
new Informaticn.

"I don't hold out much hope for It to have anything éxcept the outcome that (Jefferson County Sherlff) John
Stone wants it to have,” Rohrbough said.

Rohrbough called the investigation "a waste of taxpayers’ monegy” bacausa [t lacks subpoana power. He also
sald the probe lacks crediblilty because Stone requested It

Anderson sald at the outset that hls detectives would impartlally Investigate every aspect of Danle|
Rahrbough's killing.

"1 can assure you that I would not allow my own Integrity, or mare Importantiy, that of this offlce, to be
involved in any kind of a coverup,” Anderson sald Dec. 31 when his office agread to take on the Investigation.

Anderson has ordered hls Investigators not to comment on any aspect of the investigation. Tha sheriffs office
will submit Its repart to the Jeffarson County District Attorney Dave Thomas.

Thre= El Paso County shetlff's detectlves are assignad.

"Thay will Interview anyone who they feel |5 going to lend some type of Infarmation to this Investigation,”
Hartman sald. "The same with evidence, If they feel it's necessary to look &t a plece of evidence apaln, they'll
do that."

She would not disciose whether the detactlves had or planned to Iinterviaw key witnesses, ncluding Denver
Police Offlcer Dan O'Shea or othar Columbline studants.

Brian Rohrbough clalmed In a lawsult dismlssed In U.S. Distrct Court last manth that O'Shea killad his son.
Students say they saw Danlel belng shot by Dylan Klebold and Eric Harrls.
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Govarnor wants to first see Columbine panel
proposal

The Aggociated Pross

DENVER - Gov. Blll Owans sald Tuesday he wlill walt to see
what lawmakers propose before ha commits to a legislative
commisslon with subpomna powers to investigate new
queastions about the Columbine High School massacre.

"I can say I think we know 35 percent of what happened at
Columblne," Owens sald. "Regrettably, wa may never have
every answaer, and we may nevar krow."

Rep. Don Lea, R-Littleton, said Monday he is speading up plans
to launch a legislative Inqulry now that a coroner's Inquest and

| federal grand Jury Investigation have bean ruled out,

Lea sald he will ikely presant hls proposal to the Laglslature
next week. The leglslative panel would have subpoena powers,
something & commisslon appointed by the governer didn't
have,

Lee also |s responding to pleas from seven of the 12 famllies
whose chlldren died whan students Eric Harrls and Dylan
Kiebold stormed the school with guns and plpe bombs. Leaa's
son escaped the school after the shooting startad.

The victims' famtlies, who sued Jefferson County school and
sherlff's officlals, say authorlties covered up evidenca.

"I think it's great,” Bran Rohrbough sald of Lee's declsion.
"We've walted 21/2 years. Thera's an awful lot of reasons for
dolng It right now, to get the questlons answered.”

Rohrbough bellaves his son Danlel was Inadvertently shot by a
palice officer.

At the Jefferson County sherlff's request, tha El Paso County
Sherlff's Office is Investigating Rohrbough's claim. Lee sald he
declded not to walt for the outcome of that Investigation.

Because the commlssion formed by Owens didn't have
subpoena powers, Jefferson County Sheriff John Stone refused
to appear befora It because of the lawsults filad agalnst him,

Columbine families tell court they'll appeal
dismissed lawsults

DENVER. - Ralatlves of elght students killed or wounded In the
1999 Columbine massacre wlil appeal the dismissal of thelr
fawsults that say authortles and school officlals could have
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done mare to prevent the attack.

Attorney Barry Arrington, who represents ralatives of flve slain
students, sald Tuesday appeals would be fllad to the 10th U.S.
Circult Court of Appaais within a couple of months. A lawyer for
the famlilles of three others said his cliants aiso would file
appeals.

Notices of Intent to appeal were flled In court documents made
avallable Tuesday.

Famitles of several Columblne victims sued school officials and
authoritias, saying they could have done more to prevent the
massacre,

U.S. District Judge Lawls Babcock rulad In November that
authorities responded reasonably to a chaotle situatlon. He
dismissed all tha lawsuits except one filed by relativas of
teacher Dave Sanders, who bled to death bafore rescuers
reached him.

Students Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold killed 123 paople before
committing suiclde,
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Dan Caplls may help In Columblne Inquiry

Denver attorney says he'd volunteer time for possible legislative probe
By Charlla Brannan and Michele Amaa, News Staff Wirltars

The tead candidate to assist & state legislative investigation Into the Columbine High Schoal shootings Is a
famlllar name.

Denver attorney Dan Caplls, well known to llsteners of KOA-AM radio for his Saturday morning talk show
focusing on legal Issues, confirmad Tuesday he's Interested In taking the job, and will work for frea.

House Speaker Doug Dean, R-Colorade Springs, recently contacted Caplis after hearing him talk about haw a
lagislatlve commission to Investligate Columbline should work.

"He said he ought to be Involved bacause he would ask the tough questlons,” Dean sald. "I think he would ask
the tough guestlons.”

Dean sald he s=nt a memo to Caplls prepared by the Colorado Leglslative Legal Sarvices, the nonpartisan staff
that drafts bllls and gives lagal advice to the legisiature, regarding how the commission might work. Dean sald
he fallowed up with a call.

"I'm grateful that ha called, and It would be a priviiage to serva,” sald Caplls, 44, "I would be happy to
voluntesr my time and sarvices, without limitatlon.”

The current plans for the commlssion Include attornaeys who would take private depositions from Indlviduals
involved In Columbina. Those attorneys would work under the direction of state lawmakars on the panel.

Only lawmakers ¢could serve an the commisslon |f the group were to hava subpoena powers, something no
other groups that have Investigated the events that day hava had.

Caplis' candidacy was endorsed by former Boulder Asslstant District Attormaey Bill Wise, now ratired. He knows
Caplis well, because Caplis based his practice In Boulder untll 19593 and defended some casas prosecuted by
Wise's offica.

"l see him as a guy who is not afrald to go in and take on any law enforcement officer,” Wise sald. "His search
for the truth Is not going to be hampered by treating law enforcament pacople too genthy.”

As he has often noted on his show, Caplis' father was a palice officer for 30 yaars on Chicago's South Slde,
rising to the rank of sergeant,

Caplls was racently highly critlcal of lefferson County Sherlff John Stone for accepting a public speaking
engagement on Columbina In Caiifornia, desplte having refused to appear last year before & speclally
appointed gubematorial commission Investigating the tragedy.

"stone has lost all sense of professlonal honor and duty,” Caplis told the Rocky Mountaln News Jap. 15. "Hls
flrst duty is to the children who were slaughterad on his watch, and to the governor who wants the truth
about how It happened.”

Wise denled such comments indicate a blas that might prejudice Caplis* handling of the case.
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"I know him well enough to know that he would be profassional about It on elther side that he would take,”
Wise sald.

Like many at the capltol who support the Iden of forming the commission, Dean cautioned It all might come
down to money.

"If Caplls or some other firm would donate thelr tima, we could cut costs and have a lot batter chance of
making thiz happen," Dean sald.

For Rep. Don Lee, R-Littleton, the possibility of Caplls helping with the Investigation Is just one among many.
Lae wlll sponsor the resolution needed to form the commission.

"We're tnterested In anybody who Is Interested in helplng wlith this," Lee sald. "It wlll aventually be up to the
committea to select a law flrm to work with."

Caplis has handled several cases that put him in the public eye but has also proven to be an adept bahind-
the-scenes negotiator.

Perhaps the bast example of this came In the summer of 1997, when feuding between Boulder pollce
detectives and then-District Attorney Alex Munter thraatened to bring the JonBenet Reamsay Invastigation to »
halt.

Caplis contacted Denver attorney Rlchard Baer, & former New York homiclde Investigator, and asked him IF
he'd be willing to volunteer his services to the Boulder police.

He also contacted then-Boulder police Detective Steve Thomas to see |f the police would be opan to some
free, Indapendent legal gquidance,

Thomas agresd, and Caplis swiftly assembled a three-man tearn of prominent legal axperts who served as a
sounding board for the detectives untll they were ready to put the case -- which remains unsclved -- In
Huntar's hands for presentation to a grand jury.

"I thought that was a very good move, In an awful case,” sald Wise.

In a potantial |eglslative probe of another awful case, Lee sald he wants to keep any Columbine deposittons
confidantlal in hopes of getting more out of those who so far have been unwilling to talk.

The commisslon would then create a report based on the deposltions and eventuaily make the origlnal
depositlions public.

Lee sald he had concerns about Caplls' connections to the media because of his radio show.
"We'll entertaln all that approach us,” Lee sald. "But we'd Jike to keap the media aut of this."
Another media connectlon for Caplls comes through marriage. His wife Is Newsd anchor Almae Sporer,

The two draw a "clear, bright line” batween thelr personal llves and what each Is dolng professlonelly, Caplis
sald.

Contact Charlle Brennan at (303} B92-2742 or brannanc@RockyMountalnNews.com.
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Kin wlll appeal dlemissal of Columbline suits
By Nawa Stafy

The famliles of five slaln Columbine High School students are seeking to averturn their latast lagal setback In
federal court,

The families of Danlal Rohrbough, Kelly Flaming, Matthew Kechter, Lauren Townsend and Kyle Valazquez

formally notified the faderal courts Tuesday thay wlll appeal the dismissal of thelr civll sults agalnst the
Jefferson County sharlff's department and Jeffarson County Public Schools.

The famillies of Injured students Valeen Schnurr, Evan Todd and leana Park also have filed notices of appeal,

A Denver L5, district judge tossed out the famllles' lawsults In November, rullng that the conduct of the two
agencles’ on Aprll 20, 1999, wasn't so egreglous as to overcome their legal Immunlty.

Also Tuesday, the Jeffarson County Sheriff's Office ahnounced that new balllstics tests by the Coloredo Bureau
of Invastigatian showed a bullet fragment found in victim Corey DePooter's hackpaclk was conslstent with Erlc
Harrls's 9mm Hi-Paint carbina.

The CBI tested the DePooter bullet fragment In recent days at the request of lefferson County Investigatorg
after It was discovered that because of an oversight it had previously only been tasted agalnst four of the 12
police weapons fired that day.

“Thils was dene more to clarify any mlsconcaptions or concerns that were out there," sheriff's spokesman Jim
Shires said,

DePooter, 17, was shot alther three or four imas. Two bullets recovered from hls body were previcusly also
ruled conslstent with Harrls' carbine.

The DaPootar family ¢ould not be reached for comment Tuesday,

February 6, 2002
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Rohrbough's dad not yet interviewed

He questions the depth of Ei Paso County probe
By Jaff Kuss, Noawas Staff Wrtar
El Paso County Sherlff's Invastigators have not yat spaken with the man who sparkad thelr Inguiry,

But they have Interviewed police officer Danlel O'Shea, those connected with the investigation Into the
April 20, 1599, events st Columbine High School sald Wednesday.

El Paso County ts Investigating the disputed death of Columblne student Daniel Rohrbough, 15, at the
request of Jeffarson County Sheriff John Stone. The teen was among 12 students and a teacher killed In
the natlon's worst school shooting. Gunman Erlc Harrs and Dyian Klebold also dled In the massacre.

El Pago County's investigation bagan one month ago and could last for two mors,

Danlel Rohrbough's father, Brian Rohrbough, sald he was bothered that he had not yat been contacted by
the El Paso County Investigators.

"We've had a lot of Informatlon for a long time, and what the (Jafferson County) Sherlffs Department has
sald, posltively didn't happen,” sald Rohrbough, who Is appeaiing a declslon to dismiss his lawsult against
5tone, in which he alleged a botched police response to Calurnblne.

"Anyone doing an investigation would have spoken to us first to see what the Issues are.”

El Paso County sherifT's Lt. Mellssa Hartman declined to comment on speclfics of the investigation, but
sald, "Our investigators wlil pursue avery averus we think necessary.”

Stone called for the El Paso County Investigation after Rohrbough's lawsult flltng on Dac. 26 alleged that
Denver police Sgt. Dantel O'Shea killad h!s son. O'Shea has denled the allegations.

O'5hea spoke with two Investigators from E| Pasa County on Jan. 18, satd his attorney, Davld Bruno. Bruno
sald the approximately two-hour Interview In his Denver |aw office was thorough, and was taped.

O'Shea's Intarvlew with Investigatars immedlately after Columblne was not taped.

Brunc sald he also suggested that Investigators examine television footage of O'Shea an the day of the
shootings, and speak to certain witnesses.

Bruno sald O'Shea's wife, Susan O'Shen, was also interviewed by E| Paso County investigators because she
was with Danlel O'Shea when he made remars about Colurnblne two days after tha shootings.

Randy Brown, a longtime critic of the Columblne Investigation, sald El Paso County Investigators have

asked to Interview his son, Aaron, who was at the school the day of the tragedy.

Contact Jeff Kass at (303} 892-2406 or kassi@RockyMountalnNews. com.
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Columbine probe delayed until summer
Leglsiature too busy with bllls

By Trent Salbart
Danver Fost Capltol Bureau

Friday, February 08, 2002 - A leglslative commisslon to probe allegations of a Jefferson
County Sherlff's Office coverup of the Columbine massacre will not start untll surmmer, the
House speaker said Thursday.

Speaker Doug Dean sald he wanted to wait untl] after the lagislative sesslon ends In May before
convenlng the probe, Otherwlse, there won't be encugh time for it, ha said.

"It's got to be after the session,” sald Dean, R-Colorado Springs. "If we're golng to do it, wa'ra
golng to do it right.”

Untll now, leglslators had Indicated that the commlssion could start soon. But with lawmakers
dabating hundreds of bllis, Including hot topics such as transportation and health care, Dean
sald there would not be enough time to get to the bottom of the alleged coverup.

"The parents desarve to have answers," Dean sald. "They feel they're baing stonewalled.”

Those are the parents of Danlel Rohrbough, who have long pushed for additional investlgations
Into Daniel's death during tha April 20, 1999, massacre at Columbine,

Walting until summer to launch the probe Is fine with the farnily, said Danlel's father, Brian
Rohrbough.

"The timing Isn't as critical as getting evarything In place,” he sald.

That's exactly what lawmakers are doing, sald Rep. Don Lee, R-Llttleton, who reprasents the
Columbine area. Lee supports the family's call for a commission, and likely wlil lead the proba.

Lee sald he will start laylng the groundwork for the commisslon soon, such as crafting the
commlsslon's rules and placing blds for attorneys to serve as commission staff.

"After the sassion, we'll get Into the meat and potatoes,” Lae sald.

The Rohrbough famlly 1s hoping the commisslon will not only probe Danlel's death, but also
other events before and after the shooting, Including allegations that evidence has been
wlithheld.

The family propelied the Issue to new helghts In December when they claimed In a court fillng
that Danver police Sgt. Dan O'Shea shot their 15-year-old son, not Columbine killers Eric Harrls
or Dylan Klebold. 0'Shea denlas tha clalm,

Lee sald the commlsslon probably wlill have fewer than 10 lawmakers. Lee said he wants
attorneys to take private depositlons for the commission. He wants the commilssion to have
subpoena power.

A full report based on those depositions wlill be complled Into a public report. No legal action will
be recommended. Rather, Lee sald, he wants to unvell all the facts.
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chuck green

Caplis is right man for the job

By Ghuck Green

Danvar Post Columnlist

Friday, Fabruary 08, 2002 - News reports circulated earller this week that Danver attornay
Dan Caplls is baling conslderad for the job of special counsal to a lagislative committee that
would relnvestigate the murdarous calamity at Columbine High School.

The news apparently was leaked by somecne at the legislature, and Its premature release
caught Caplls off quard.

Ironically, ona of the raasons sorme legislators are hesitant to ambrace Caplls Is that they are
concerned he might leak Information from the probe to news medla friends. They appeaar to want
that duty ali to themselves,

If there's any group of people who are famous for leaking tnformation to the media, It's
leglslators - whethear they are elected to a clty councll, the state ieglslature or Congress. If
there's a polltical spin In the news, you can bet there's a pollticlan standing nsarby with a smug
grin on his face and & motive on his agenda.

It's probably natural that people who don't know him might suspect that Caplis could be anticad
to laak & blockbuster story - he's a talk-show host on the powerful "blowtorch” signal of radlo
KOA, and his wife, Aimee Sporer, Is a co-anchor of Channel 4's high-proflle newscast at 10 p.m.

But those who do know him, including this writer, know batter,

I put the Issue to Caplls diractly, wondering If I had missed something over the last 18 years he
has practiced law here,

"In all my career, there's never been an accusation that I've violated a confldence or leaked any
confldentlal Informatlon to anyone in the medla. There hasn't even been a hint of that,” he
assured me In a statement that seems supported by the record.

And as if to add emphasis to his polnt, he flatly refused to discuss the storles about his
candldacy for the leglslatlve counsel's job, what hls dutles might be or how such an inquiry
might be organized. Those detalls, he sald, would have to come from leglslators,

It's difflcult to Imagline anyone better qualifled for the job, and the price Is right. Caplls would
donate his saervices, which could ba worth the lion's share of $1 million for a year's work.

Caplls has a reputatlion as a no-nonsense, aggresslve [ltlgator with flve years of crimlnal-defense
experlence and 12 years of clvil litigatlon.

His father spent a career as a cop on tha Chlcago pollce force, and Caplis is qulte vocal In his
support of athical and professional law-anforcemeant behavior. But ha's also quite vocal about
unethlcal or Irresponsible pollce conduct, and he has ratsed serious questions about polica
response to the Columbine shootings and follow-up work by John Stone, tha Jafferson County
sheriff who's been In charge of the case.

Caplls hasn't been alone In his criticlsms, many of themn shared by victims' familles.
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Obvilously, sorme leglslators alse shara his skepticlsm, or why alse would thay nead to spend
time, energy and money on an Independant Investigation at the state level?

If their probe Is to have integrity, they need someone seen as skeptical, probing and persistent -
all qualities that Caplls has demonstratad.

The last thing they need to worry about |s leaks, as Caplls' record amply demonstratas.
Leglslators are well-guallfied to handle those themselves.

Chuck Green's commentarias appear Sunday, Mondsy, Wednesday and Friday. His telephone Is

J03-B20-1771; his e-mail Is cgreen@danvarpost, com.
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Jeffco's legal bllis at issue

Insurer may seek fees from victims' families
By Karan Ahbott, News Staff Writer

Jefferson County Publlc Schools does not want the families of slaln and wounded Columbline students to
pay the district's legal bills for flghting thelr lawsults, but has acknowladged that [ts Insurance company
might.

And the company, Genesis Insurance Co., won a deadline axtenslon Monday preserving [ts right to seek
attomeys' fees In several familles' lawsuits that recently were dismissed In Denver U.S, District Court,

"Wa are not Interested in asking for the fees, and we have told them that," Jeffco Superintendent Jane
Hamménd Hammond sald, "The position of the distAct [s very strong about that, We do not want the
Ingurance company to do that. Wa think it's very Inappropriate.

"Obvlously cur communlty cares about us spending money on lepal fees, but I think that even maore than
that they would see It was very Inappropriate to ask the parents for the legal fees.”

But Hammond sald tha Insurance company will decide how to proceed.
Lawyers for the familles did not oppose the extension of time,

Court winners commonly ask for court losars to pay thalr legal bllis, and must ask within a limlted tima.
Denver U.5. District Judge Lewls Babcock ruled Monday that the Insuranca company naed not formalty
request [ts attorneys' fees untll appeals of the cases have been resolved.

Babcock dismissed several famities' clvil sults apainst the school district and the Jefferson County Sherlff's
Department in November., He ruled that, although mistakes occurmad, the conduct of school distrct
employees and law officers was not egreglous enough to overcome thelr legal Immunlty agalnst most
lawsults,

Babcock also ruled that the deaths and Injurles were caused by teen gunmen Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold,
Columbine senlors who attacked thelr suburban Jefferson County high school with guns and bombs on Aprll
20, 1999, They klfled 13 people and wounded more than 20 others before taking thelr own llvas,

Some famliles of slaln and injured students contend school officials and law officers should have done more
to prevant the attack, or mounted a better response when [t happened,

The Insurance company pays the school district's lawyers, Caplan & Earnest of Boulder, to defend the
district sgalnst lawsults -- Including those flled by familles of slaln and injured Columbine students,

Blll Kowalski of Caplan & Earnaest sald the company sought the extenslon of time anly to preserve its legal
right to seal legal fees In the future, if It chooses to do so.

"They haven't sald they want tc go after that,” Kowalskl satd.

He declined to disclose the company's whereahouts.
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Contact Karen Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abhottk@RockyMourrtainNaws.com.

February 12, 2002

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved,

http://www rockymountainmews.com/cr/cda/article .../1,1 250,DRMN_106_982285,00.htm  02/12/2002



Rocky Mountaln News

To print this page, select Flla then Print from your browser
LRL: http://www.rockymountalnnews.com/drmn/columbline/article/0,1299,DRMN_10& 82372,00.htmi

Columbine Info coming to light

Officials to discuse how results will be reloased
- By Karen Abl;ott and Jeff Knsn, News Staff Writers

Prosecutors Ken Salazar and Deve Thomas will announce today how the public will learn results of an
invastigation into one Columbine student's death and the contents of some still-secret Calumbine evidence.

Salazar, Colorado’s attormey general, and Thomas, district attorney In Jafferson County, are expected to
discuss the future release of El Paso County Sheriff John Anderson’s probe of the death of Danny
Rohrbough, 15. The Rohrbough family contends that the 15-year-old was killed by a Denver pollce offlcer
In the chaos outside Columbine High School on April 20, 1999, and that law officers hid the truth,

Anderson s investigating Rohrhough's death at the request of Jeffarson County Sheriff John Stone, who
asked Anderson to halp after the Rohrbough famlly's allegations surfaced In the family's clvll sult In Denver
U.5. District Court. Anderson's Investigation is expected to be finlshed In several waeks.

Salazar and Thomas, at an afternoon press conference, will also discuss thelr plan for still-secret
Columblne avidence to be reviewed and, If possibie, made public.

State Rep. Don Lee, a Republican from the Columbine neighborhood, sald todey's anneuncemant won't halt
his plans ta ask leglsiative colleagues to convene a panal with subpoena powers to Investigate all aspects
of Columbine.

Lee's proposal, which will come In the farm of a resoluticn, is expacted to ba Introduced this wesk,

Danny Rahrbough's father, Brian, sald he supports a legislatlve Inquiry, which is expected to look not only
at his son's death, but also at other Issums surroundlng the Columbine attack.

“Just looking at Daniel will not answer the questions of Columbline,” he said.

Columbine senlors Harrls and Klebold attacked thelr Jafferson County high schoal with guns and bombs,
killing 13 people and wounding more than 20 others before killing thernselves. It was the deadilest U.5.
school shooting.

February 12, 2002
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Salazar to unveil plan for Columbine 'closure’

By Howarg Pankratz
Danver Post Legal Affaira Writer

Tuesday, Fabruary 12, 2002 - Seaking closure to the Columbine tragedy, Colorado Attorney
General Ken Salazar taday wlill announce plans by him and Jefferson County District Attorney
Dave Thomas that couid lead to the release of all Columbine documents.

"Thls Is an outgrowth of Ken's suggestlon In January that we need to come to closure on
Columbline,” sald Ken Lane, Salazar's spokesman. "There's a need out there, given the way
some Information has bean released or not released, that we should set up an orderly process to
Just finally go through everything.

"Then we can say, "This is it, this Is what we've got, this Is what we don't have', wa rnear|ng the
governmeant," Lane sald.

During a news conference, the two offlclals wlll outline how Infoermation about tha shooting of
Columbine studant Daniel Rohrbough - under Investigation by El Paso County Sheriff John
Anderson - will be reviewad.

Thay wlili also outline how thay hopea records genarated In the aftermath of the Aprll 20, 1999,
massacre wlll be releasaed. Eric Harrls and Dylan Kiebold fatally shot 12 students and a teacher
bafore taking thelr own llves.

On lan. 17, Salazar wrote a lattar to Thomas, Anderson, Jefferson County Sherlff John Stone
and Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blasch saying officlals should strive to bring the Celumbine
case to a close,

Salazar requested that public safety agencles Involved In Columbline release all information
related to the massacre and provide Anderson with all the assistance necessary to determine
whether Danlel Rohrbough was killad by "frlendly fire" or by Harrls or Klabold.

"It is our hope that all records that heretofore have been raleased and previously rot released
can be released to the greatest extent possibie," Lane said. "If thers are documents that have
not been ralaased, we would be Interested In knowing what those are and seelng If It Is possible
to release them."”

Fam Russall, spokeswoman for Thomas, sald the news conference is not a signal that Anderson
has completad hls review of the Rohrbough shooting, She sald the Anderson Investigation
continues. When completed, the resuits wlll be glven to Thomas.

In late December, Stone asked Anderson to conduct an Investigation Into Rohrbough's death
after Rohrbough's parents - Brlan Rohrbough and Sue Patrone - clalmed Denvar pollce Sgt. Dan
('Shea accidentally killed Danlel. O'Shea danles the allegation.

Brlan Rohrbough said Monday he belleves an Investigation by a leglstative commisslon is the
most Ilkely way to reach the truth.

Erintable Visw
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Task force to probe Columbine

Committee will review secret documents on school shootings, top prosecutors say
By Karen Abbott and Charley Abla, News Statf Writers

Colorado's top prosecutor and a district attormey sald Tuasday they want to settle public doubts ahout what
really happened at Cotumbine High School nearly three YERrs ago,

"There are still issues that appear to be unresolved with regard to that icldent,” seid Jeffarson County District
Attorney Dave Thomas at a joint prass conferance with state Attorney Genearal Ken Salazar.

"Qur objective here Is to make sure that the people of the state of Colorado understand that thare |5 nothing
that anyone Is hiding,” Salazar sald.

They plan to name a task force to recommend whether Columblne evidence that has been kept secret should
be relmased to the public.

But they acknowledged thelr task farce will have no power to make BNy avidence publle. It can only urge
custodlans of avidence, or judges who have ordered some of it kept sacret, to do so.

“If necessary,” Salazar sald, "we wlill go to court.”

Jefferson County's lawyers, who reprasent Sherff John Stane, cautloned in thelr own written statament latar
Tuesday that evidence In the shooting rampage has beean kapt secret by court declslons.

"Whlle those declsions could be appealed In court, they should not be disregarded, aspeclally when seversl
vlctims' farilles have appeared In court asking to have some documents kept private,” the county attorneys
sald,

"Before forming a revlew committee such a% the one suggested today, the proposal may need to be Brought
to the attentlon of the court,” they sald.

They also sald they must make sure Stone would not violate any court orders If he cooperates with the raview
panel,

Columbine parent Randy Brown, whose family presented evidence more than a yvear before the Columbine
attack that teen gunman Erlc Harris was dangerous, Interrupted the press conference with an angry outburst.

"Where were you three years ago?” Brown demanded.

He accused Salazar and Thomas of Ignoring repeated demands for Columbine evidence to be disclosed while
families Insisted Stone was covering up the truth.

The two prosecutors sald publlc doubts about the truth of Columblne mounted to & new level only recently.

Columbine senlors Harrls and Dylan Klehold attecked thelr suburban Jefferson County schaol with guns and
bombs on Aprll 20, 1999, killing 12 people and woundlng more than 20 others before taking their own Ilves.

hitp://www rockymountainnews.corn/cr/cda/article print/1,1250,DRMN 106 984009,00.html  2/13/02



The two prosecutors will appolnt & Public Records Review Task Force of "respected cltizans" to inventory all
Colurnbine avidence In the hands of 50 or so agenclas and recommend whether the secret ¢vldence should be
made public.

"It wil also consult with surviving Columblne victms and with famlly members representing the decaased
victims to learn how the refease of specific records might affect them," the prosecutors sald In a wrltten
statement.

The goal Is "making sure that there Is no cloud of uncertainty with respect to the documanta that government
holds," Salmzar sald,

If the group decides some Information should remain secraet, It will explaln why. Thomas sald some avidence
might vlolate indlviduat privacy or encourage copycat crimes,

The two prosecutors sald many task force meetings will be publlc, and anyone [ welcome to commant.

Thomas, who Inltlally supported victlm families' requests for Information about thelr children to ba kept secret,
sald he sees his role differently now.

"Because of the lapse of time, all of those declsions, frankly, need to be re-examined,” he sald.

The DA sald the famllies now can present thelr own views. "The role of my office at this point needs to ba
quite Independeant,” he sald.

The task force's work is expacted to take months.

The two prosecutors nlso sald they and thalr staffs will make separate reviews of a report from El Paso County
Sherlff John Andersaon, expected within two to four weeks, on the death of Columbine student Danlel
Rohrbough. The prosecutors’ reviews wll! take about two more weeks, Thomas sald.

Rohrbough's family contends a Denver police officar shot thelr son to death in the chaos cutside Columblne
and that law offlcers hid the truth. Brian Rohrbough, the boy's father, has sald repeatedly he expects
Anderson’s raport merely to support Stone. Anderson's Invastligation is at Stone's raguest,

"Il Attorney General Salazar and I determine that It Is, In fact, complete . . . than that report wlll be released
to the public through the madla," Thomas sald.

"If thera ara things that we conclude have not been done or need to be done, we wlll request that thosa itams
be completed,” he said.

Contact Karen Abbott at (303) 892-5188 or abbottk@RockyMountainNews. com.
February 13, 2002
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Investigating Columbline

Inquiries Into the Columbine attack and suggested investigations:

= The Jefferson County SherifF's Department spent months Investigating the Colurmbine attacks and law
offlcers’ actlons that day and In the months bafore, and released thousands of pages of documents and
other evidence,

* The Columbine Review Carmmission, appolnted by Gov. Blll Owans and chasired by former Colorado Chief
Justice WIlllam Erickson, investigated the Columbline attacks but lacked power to force testimony. For
example, Jeffarson County Sherff John Stone refused to testify on the advice of hls lawyers, who were
concerned about clvll lawsults.

¢ lefferson County Publlc Schools conducted an Investigation but never has disclosed the findings. The
only copy of the report Is In Its lawyers’ office.

* U.5. Attorney John Suthers declined a request by sevaral Columbine victims' familles to launch a faderal
grand jury probe, saying thera was no evidance of a fedaral crime.

» Jefferson County Coroner Carl Blesch was askad by District Atternay Dave Thomas to conduct a
coroner’s Inguest Into the death of Columbine student Danny Rohrbough. The Rahrbough famlly
contends that a Denver pollce officer shot the boy In the chaos outside the school and that law offlcars
hid the truth. Blasch refused to conduct an inquest, saying he did not want to put witnesses -- many of
whom are teens-agers -- through more paln. He did not parmanently rule out an Inquest,

s« State Rep. Don Lee, a Republlican from the Columbine nelghborhood, has proposed a leglslative
Investigation of the attack and govarnment actlons before and after.

* At Gtone's request, Bl Paso County Sherlff John Anderson fs Investigating the death of Danny
Rohrbough. His repart Is expected In two to four weelcs.

» State Attorney General Ken Salazar and Thomas will appoint & task force to review secrat Columbline
evidence and recommend whether it should be made public.

Fobruary 13, 2002
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Task force representatives

The Public Records Review Task Force to be appointed by Colorado Attormey General Ken Salazar and
lefferson County District Attormey Dave Thomas, to recommend whathar secrat Colurmnbine evidence should be
made public, wlll include reprasantetives of:

The Colorado Press Assoclation.

The Colorade Broadcasters Assoclation.

The Colorado District Attornays Councll,

The Colorado Organlzation for Victims Assistance.

The Jefferson County Sherlf's Dapartment.

The Jefferson County attorney's staff.

From Thomas' office, assistant district attorney Kathy Sasak.

From Salazar's office, sollcltor genaral Alan Gilbert, who regularly handles open records Issues.

"And others," the twao prosecutors said In 8 written statement.

February 13, 2002
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Some Columbine secrecy urged

Officlals take heat during news conference

By Howard Pankratr and Kleran Nighelson
Denvar Pout Staff Writers

Wednasday, Fabruary 13, 2002 - Officials said Tuesday they doubt that all Columbine records
wlll ever be released, while simultaneously assuring the public they will fight for as complete a
release as possible.

In an often heated news conference, during which Coelumbline parents Randy and Judy Brown
sharply criticized state and local officials, Jafferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas sald
some records should stay secret.

"Some may be offensive In terms of the privacy rights of the victims who were Involved In
Columbline," Thomas sald. "Sorne of those may be photegraphic, some of them may be other kinds
of evidence that frarkly serve no public purpose.

"I {also) belleve there are some pleces of Information that may expose us to copycet types of
crimes,” Thomas sald,

The news confarence was called by Thomas and Colorado Attorney Genaral Ken Salazar to outline a
two-part plan of public disclosure of Columbline documents.

The flrst part Involves the public release of a report belng prepared by El Paso County Sherlff John
Anderson into the shooting death of Columblne student Danlal Rohrbough.

Rohrbough's parents maintain the 15-yaar-old was shot by & police officar and not Colurmbine
killers Erlc Harris and Dylan Klebold, Authoritles deny the allegation, and a judgs has dismissed the
family's wrongful-death lawsult,

Salazar and Thomas sald that after Anderson completas the report, expected In the next faw
weeks, they and thelr staffs will review the findings, then relaase the report publicly.

The second part of the plan, which Randy Brown called a "joke,” Is tha farmation of a "Public
Records Review Task Force," which will attempt to locate and review all reports complied by an
estimated 50 agancles.

The task force, cormnposed of governmant, nopgovarrnment and media representatives, has no
subpoena power and will make recommandations on what documents should be relensad,

"The task force Is depandent on the cooperation of the custodlans of the records (the agenctas),”
Salazar sald. "If they don't cooperate, then we wlll examine our legal options, Frankly, one option
Is for me to flle my own open-records request. But at this point In time, the premlise that we ara
making is that we wlil have the cooperatlon of the custodlans,”

But it's unclaar how much cooperation the new task force wlll get from the Jefferson County
Sherlff's Offlce and the school district.

"Before forming a review committee such as tha one suggested, the proposal may need to be
brought to the attention of the court," Jefferson County said In & statement.
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School district spokesman Rick Kaufman said he balieves thare will be "unavoldable conflict”
between the officlals’ desire for public disclosure of all docurments and the district's wish to protect
attorney-client privilege in the face of nagligence and wrongful-death lawsuits.

Randy Brown sald Salazar's involvement comes too late.

"Where have you beaen for three yaars?" Rendy Brown asked. "If you are trylng to re-establish the
public trust, you've already lost that opportunity.”

Randy and Judy Brown clalm that months befaore the Aprll 20, 1999, massacre, they warnad the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office that Harrls had a hate-filled webslte In which ha threatened to kil]
one of their sons and commit mass murdar, and boastad that he was bultding pipe bombs.
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Rohrbough |s thorough and complete.

f.‘ | The Jefferson County Sheriff's Offlce asked the El Paso County
— Sheriff's Offlce to look Into allegations by Rohrbough's famlly
that the boy was accldentally shot by a Danver police officer
and that the Jefferson County Sherlff's Office has covered It up.

Jefferson County's report on the massacre sald gunman Dylan
Klsbold shot Rohrhough.

The El Paso County Sharlff's Office was asked to Investigate
because It was not Involved In the Columblne shootings.

In essance, Salazer and Thomas ara conducting an
Investigation Into an investigation,

"If the district attorney and the attorney general belleve that
(El Paso County) Shedff (John) Anderson's Investigation Is
thorough and complete, the full report will be raleased,”
Salazar and Thomas said Tuesday.

"If additlonal work appears to be neaded, the public will be
advised, Once that additional work has been completed, tha
report and the concluslons of the district attorney and the
attorney ganeral will be released to the publle.”

They sald their goal Is to "use the comblned criminal justice
experlence and Judgment of our offices to assure that the
Invastigation of Daniel Rohrbough's death |5 comprehenslve
and compiete, and that the public Is fully apprisad of the
findings.”

Thomas sald Anderson’s Investigation was expected to be
complate within a month, and the raviews tyy his and Safazar's
offlces will take at least two weeks after that,

Salazar and Thomas sald thay will also set up a task force to
determine what racords exlst regarding the shootings and
develop criterla to determine whethar those records should be

http://www.zazetie com/stories/0213loc 1-2.php?section=1 2/13/02



releasad,

The task force wlill not have the authority to demand the
release of records, but Salazar and Thomas sald they hoped to
galn the cooperation of agencies holding the records.

Thomas sald at least 50 agencies have Informatlon ranging
from Investlgative reports to videotapeas to physical e-vldance
re ardin the shootln 5.

g 9 i 3 ’ g , - .._.(,. e .Ju K "T H"-\""* r- :v.r;,.(..;‘, ‘.J-\__ (r;’ ij:l_) fu\) ' ",. ‘. . \r.‘tﬁ"l'. .
e i 1 T YL g ! "r"\ . .'” w Lt N R -

Copyrlght 2002, The Guetta u Framdom Communlcations, Inc, Cormpany. All rights regerved. Contact

e ¥

us.

http:/fwerw gazette.com/stories/0213loc1-2.php?section=1 2/13/02



Some Columbine secrecy urged

Officlals take heat during news conference

8y Howard Pankratz and Kiscen Nicholson
Danvar Past Staff Writers

Wednesday, February 13, 2002 - Offlcials sald Tuasday they doubt that all Columbine racords
wlll ever be released, while simultaneously assuring the publlc they will fight for as complete a
releasa as possible.

In an often heated news conference, during which Columbline parents Randy and Judy Erown
sharply criticized state and local officlals, Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas said
some racords should stay secrat. :

"Some may be offensive In terms of the privacy rights of the victims who were Involved In
Columbine," Thormas said, "Some of those may ba photographic, some of them may be gther
kinds of avidence that frankly serve no public purpose.

"I (also) belleve there are some pleces of Information that may expose us to copycat types of
crimeas,” Thomas sald.

The news conference was called by Thomas and Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar to
outline a two-part plan of public disclosure of Columbine documents.

The first part Involves the public release of a raport being prepared by El Paso County Sherlff
John Anderson Into the shooting death of Columbline student Danlel Rohrbough,

Rohrbough’s parents maintaln the 15-year-old was shot by a poilce officar and not Columbine
killers Eric Herris and Dylan Klabold. Authorlties dany the allegation, and a judge has dismissed
the famlly's wrongful-death lawsult.

Salazar and Thomas sald that after Anderson completas the report, expacted In the naxt faw
weeks, they and thelr staffs will review the findings, then raleasa the report publicly.

The sacond part of the plan, which Randy Brown called a "joke," Is the formation of a "Public
Records Review Task Force," which will attempt to locata and review all reports complied by an
estimated 50 agancles,

The task force, composed of government, nongovernmant and medla representatives, has no
subpoena power and will make recommendations on what documents should be releasad,

"The task force Is dependent on the cooperatlon of the custodians of the records (the agencles),"
Salazar said. "If they don't cooperate, then we will examine our legal options. Frankly, cne
optlon ts fer me to file my own open-racords request. But at this polnt in time, the premise that
we are making is that we wlll have the cooperation of the custodlans,”

But It's unclear how much cooperation the new task force wlill get from the Jefferson County
Sherlff's Office and the schoo! district.

"Before forming a revlew committee such as the one suggested, the proposal may need to be
brought to the attentlon of the court," Jefferson County sald In a statement,

http://www.denverpost.com/cda.../0,1040,54%257E398346%257E36%257E%257E,00.htm  02/14/2002



School district spokesman Rick Kaufman said he belleves there will be "unavoldable conflict”
between the officlals’ desire for public disclosure of alt docurnents and the district's wish to
protect attorney-client privilege In the face of negligence and wrongful-death lawsuits.

Randy Brown said Salazar's Involvement comas too late,

"Where have you been for three years?" Randy Brown asked. "If you are trying to re-establish
the public trust, you've already lost that opportunity.”

Randy and Judy Brown claim that months before the Aprll 20, 1999, massacre, they warned the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office that Harrls had a hate-fllled wabsite In which he threatened to
kill one of their sons and commit mass murder, and boasted that he was bullding plpe bambs.
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Columbine parents debate gun permits

Senate committee tables rival firearm-license measures

Danvar Post Capitol Buresu

Thursday, Fabtruary 14, 2002 -
Columblne parents debate gun pearmits
Sanata committee tables rlval flrearm-llicense measures

By Arthur Kana
Danver Post Capltol Bureau

Columbine parents faced off at the state Capitol Wednesday over the Issue of handgun concealad-
carry parmits,

The Senate Judiclary Committee killad 2 bill 4-3 that would have raquired sheriffs and pollce chiafs
to Issue permits to quallfled residents. The commlittae also killed a blll 4-3 that would have
restricted police chiefs and sheriffs from Issulng permits to paople living outside thelr jurisdictions.

Randy Brown, father of & former student who was threatened by Columbine kliler Eric Hatrls, sald
he continues to recelve threats, but can't get a carry permit because the Jeffarson County sherlff
waon't Issue tharm.

"They sald they have no legal or moral obligation to protect my family,” Brown sald. "I should have
a right to protect my farmlly."

Tom Mauser, whose son Danlel was killed at Columbline, spoke out against forcing police to Issus
the permits,

"It encourages more hldden, loaded weapons on the street,” sald Mauser, who Is also a lobbylst for
SAFE Colorado.

Thirty-three states have laws simliar to Sen. Ken Chiouber's Senate BIll 60, which he sald would
solve tha problem of some countles Issulng lots of permits and others turning down mast raquasts,
Chlouber offered a similar blll last year.

The laws In 11 states are similar to Colorado's and glve local government discration; 39 states ban
concealed guns.

Sen. Pat Pascoe, D-Denver, proposed Senate Bill 155, that would stop shariffs from Issulng parmits
to people outside their own county. Stratton Police Chlef Brlan Hill has & reputation for handing out
permits to any quallfied parson wllling to pay the fee.

Committee Chalrman Sen. Ken Gordon, D-Denver, sald he voted against Pascoe's measura because
he feared It would be amended to something he couldn't support.

The committee haard 40 witnesses, with emotlonal testimony on both sldes.

Denver City Council President Joyce Foster said Denver officlals should decide who receives parmits

http://www.denverpost.com/cda/article/detail/(),1040,54%7E400698%7E36%TE%7E.00.htm! ~ 2/14/02



in the ¢lty. "We oppose this blll In all areas,” she said, "We oppose this bill In Its entirety.”

But Denver rasident Samuel Myrant said a man who sexually assaulted his granddaughter and
stalked him will be out of prison in a year, Myrant wants a permit to protect his famlly, but Denver
police have turnad him down.

"Our government, I feel, has totally falled me," Myrant sald. "I was told, 'Wa don't care about your
granddaughter, That's your problam.' "

Chlouber offered to amend his bill to allow sheriffs to deny permlts to people who have no criminal
records but who they know are unstable.

The amendment didn't help his blll, but Chloubar's Idea still has a chance to pass this year,
Currently, there are about 15,000 concealed-weapans parmits statewlda, according to the Caolorado
Bureau of Investigation. El Paso County has more than any othar In the state. Sharlff John

Anderson has Issued 4,678 permits, ait of which will be nullifed when he leaves office [n January,

Adams County has the sacond highest number of permlts, around 2,000, followed by Larimar
County, where Sheriff Jim Alderden has Issued about 1,350.

Rep. Dave Schulthels, R-Colorado Springs, has a bl bafore the House State, Veterans and Mllitary
Affalrs Committee today that requires counties to Issue permlits to law-ablding citlzens,
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DENVER - Concealed weapons leglsiation that advanced in a
markat place  House commlitiee Thursday |5 almost certalnly doormad If it
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print ada ontin®  approved House BIll 1242 by Rep. Dave Schulthals, R-Colorado
Subscribe Toduyl Springs, with a 5-4 vote,
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It would require sherlffs to Issue a permit to carry a concealed
handgun to anyone who passas a criminal background check.

There would be rno restrictions on where the weapon could ba
Lo n] carried.
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"The data shows that guns In the hands of law-ablding cltizens
Incraase safety, not crime,” sald Schulthels, who also sald the
massacre at Columbine High School wouldn't have happened or
would have anded quickly If teachers and other school
employass had bean carrylng concealed guns,

HBE1242 carrles a $117,000 price tag and must ba approved by
the House Approprlations Committea before It goes to the full
House.

Even If It does get through appropriations - bllls that cost
maney aren't faring well in @ year whan the state Is facing a
$756 milllon drop In revenue - HB1242 Is sure to fali In the
Senate,

On Wednasday, the Senate Judiclary Commlttee kifled & more
rastrictlve concealed weapons permit blll than HB1242.

"The four Democrats on Judiclary are not Inclined to take away
discretion of sherlffs and police chiafs to dacide who gets a
concealed weapons parmilt,” sald Sen. Ken Gorden, D-Denvar,
chalrman of the Judictary Commlttee, "If It s a sirmilar bl or
worse, It won't happen.”

Under current law, each sheriff and police chlef can declde
whether to Issue concealed weapons permits and to whom.

To date, about 15,000 Coloradans have a panmlt to carry a
concealed weapon. Nearly 5,000 of those permlits have been
Issued by El Paso County, more than any other county.
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| Id
gazette semvices  DENVER - Anothar high-profile Democrat Is conslderlng a bid

quick facts  for Colorado's new 7th Congressional Digtrict,

markat place Jefferson County District Attornay Dave Thomas, whose office
classified  rayiewed the 1999 Columblne shootings, sald Wednesday he Is

Cr::“;:tit?:‘zz?; dolng "averything a candidate for the district should do,”

print adg onling

Formaer state Sen. Mike Feeley also announced Wednesday he
Subscriba Todayl wllt seek the Pemocratic nomination In the district that wraps
N

N U AU T

around Denver, encompassing parts of threa suburban
countias,

The race Is getting national attention as Democrats and

- | Republicans prepare to battle for control of tha U.S. House.
"] House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt, D-Mao., |5 axpected to
visit Denver on Monday, the Rocky Mountain News reported
Thursday.

On the Republican side, state GOP Chalrrman Bob Baaupraz sald
he is thinking about jJumplng Into the 7th District race. He sald
he has been contactad by Rep. Tom Davis, R-Virginla, head of
the Natlonal Rapublican Congresstonal Commlttes, about
rnaking a bid for the seat.

Columnist apologlzes for Utah jokes

SALT LAKE CITY - Two days after writlng a celumn that sald
Salt Lake City had "royally screwed up” the Winter Olympics,
Denver Post columnist Woody Palge publicly apologlzed to the
state of Utah.

"Happy Valentine's Day, Utahans. I love you. I'm sorry I hurt
you," Palge wrote In Thursday's paper.

Paige's flrst place, which suggested Olymple vislitors would be
50 annoyed by Utah that they would never return, provoked
more than a hundred outraged e-malls and phone calls.

In hls apology, Palge extensively quoted Otterson's
axplanations of those errors, adding that he had read the Book
of Mormon and vislted church headquarters in Salt Lake.

"I am not anti-Mormon, antl-Utah, antl-Salt Lake Clty or antl-
Wintar Olymples,” he wrote, "My waak atternpt at hurmor
falled,”

Sanator seeks to enlarge Gunnison
DENVER - U.5. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R-Cola,, has
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Lawmaker proposes panel to investigate
Columbine attack

By Tha Assoclated Prass
Saturday, February 16, 2002 -

A lawmalker plans to propose a lagislatlve commisslen to Investigate the Columbine High School
shooting attack, Including allegations that a palice officer may have accidentally killed one student,

The panel would have the power to subpoena wltnessas, unllke a governor's commission that
previously looked at the massacre.

Rep. Don Lee, R-Littletan, on Friday released the text of a proposed Joint rasolution he sald would
be offlclally Introduced In the House on Monday,

The resolutlon, which would need Senata approval, would sat up a bipartisan cammitiee of six
lawmakers to Investigate the attack and the rasponse by law anforcement agencies. It would
recornmend any leglsiative changes members belisve necessary.

The commlttee would conduct Its investigation thls yaar and Issue a report by Dec, 1.

Nobody who was a student at Columblne at the time of the shootings could be compelled to testify,
according to the proposal.

Famllies of victims of the Aprll 20, 1999, shootings at Columbine High School have accused the
Jafferson County sherlff's office of covering up evidence and falling to release all tha Information
about the attack and the response to It.

The famlly of slaln student Danlel Rohrbough belleves the 15-year-old was [nadvertently shot by a
police officer, not one of the two student gunmen. The officer has denled the accusations,

House Speaker Doug Daan, R-Colorado Springs, has said any leglslative investigation would have
to walt until summer to give lawmakers time to concentrata on thelr regular buslness.

"If we're going to do it, we're going to do it right,” Dean sald last weak.

Frintmble View
Amsll a Copy of thim Article

Return to tep
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Columbine probe pian advances

Resolution calling for subposna powers up for debate Monday
By Michola Amas, News Staft Writar

State |awmakers moved a step closer Friday to forming & panal to Investigate the nearlty 3-yeer-old Columbine
shootings.

If lawmakers approve & rasolution to be Introduced Monday, It would creste the first such investigative body
wlth subpoena powers.

Whlle the propossl makes clear that the committee can call anyone, It also Includes an opt-out clause for
Colurnblne students, who could not be made to testify.

Colorade Attorney General Ken Salazar and Jeffarson County District Attorney Dave Thomas announced this
weel a plan to review secrat Columbine avidence and if possible make It public.

"The purposes may be different, but they do not appear to conflict,” sald Ken Lane, director of legal pollicy and
medla llalson for the Attorney Ganeral's office. "If wa're able to comnplete what we want to do before the
loglsiature does what it wants to do, the laglsiature may declde It would not neead to Investigate,” he sald.

The leffarson County Sherlfs Offlce had no comment on the Lee proposal,
Officlals with the Jefferson County Schoot District sald they would cooparate with & leglslative comm|ttes.

"Any attempt to try to resolve differences that remain among the victims' famliles surrounding the events of
the tragedy would be helptul,” said spokesman Rick Kaufman. "I certalnly hope that this would not turn into &
huge polltical clrcus.”

The legislative plan, released Friday, calls for six lawmakers evanly divided frorm the House and the Sanate
and the Democrat and Republican partles, It's already recelved strong support from a majorlty of famllies who
lost children.

Bran Rohrbough, whose son Danlel was killed at Columbline, was pleased to hear that Lee Is Introducing the
blll.

"I appreciate Don Lee's efforts In putting forward this bill," Rohrbough said, "WIthout quastlon, It |5 the bast
way to get the answers about what happanad at Colurmnbline.”

He Is glad the parameters are broader than an Ingulry Into the clrcumstances surrounding the slaylng of his
15-year-old son.

The Rohrboughs contend that thelr son was Inadvertently shot by a police officer respanding to tha April 20,
19989, shootings, while Jeffarson County officlals determined that he was killed by gunman Dylan Kiebaid.,

The El Paso County Sherliff's Office Is Investigating Daniel Rohrbough's death and says the leglslators wouldn't
Intarfere with that task.

http://www.rockymountainnews.com/ct/cda/uricle print/1,1250,DRMN 106 988973,00.html  2/19/02



"It doesn't affect our invastigation at all,” sald spokeswoman Mellssa Hartman. "We're continulng on how we
origlnally decided to pursue this."

Sponsars must get support from thelr legisiative colleagues.
Hep. Don Lee, R-Littlatan, and Sen. Ken Gordon, D-Denver, will carry the plan In thair chambers.

"Our maln goal is to avold an environment of inquisition, but still be effective,” Lee said. "We want to keep
this as dignified and raspactful of the withesses ns possible.”

Senate Prasldent Stan Matsunaeka and House Spaaker Doug Dean would appolnt the committee members,

The commilttes would then meet before the current laglslatlve sesslon ends to organize and select & law firm
to carry out closed depositlons. The rest of the work would be done after the session ends May 8.

Lawmakers would have to produce a repart on or beform Dec. 1. When the report Is released, the full text of
any deposition would alsg be public, undar the tarms of the resolution.

Initlal Indications are that the resolution has support frorm both sldas of the political alsle.

" think generally spaaking this resolution Is good, and It's a step In the right directlon,” sald House Minarity
Leader Dan Grassman, D-Denver. "It's an awkward tool to gat at what we want, which Is the truth. But we
may be the anly body that can get at some of It."

The anly hesitatlon legisiators havae expressed so far Is at the projected cost of about $300,000.

Le# sald he belleves the cost will drop to about $100,000 If the committes can find attorneys who are willing
to wark for free or reduced rates. Radlo talk show host and attornay Dan Caplis has siready volunteerad his
services.

The additlonal money, under Lee's rasolution, would come from that reserved each year for hiring outside
legal counsal.

Staff writers Charlle Brannan and Tillle Fong contributed to this story.

February 16, 2002

Capyright 2002, Rocky Mauntaln News. All Righta Reserved.
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Columbine Dad Calls For Chain
Reaction

By Rebecca Parich
P&D Correspondent

No one in a packed Slagle Auditorium uttered a sound Tuesday night as
Darrell Scott, father of a Columbine victim, retold his horror story of that
tragic dey in 1999. His message was clear: You still have an opportunity
to change your life, and you can start a chain reaction.

Recruited by the University of South Dakota's Campus Crusade for
Christ, Drarrell Scott shocked audience members by showing videotape
reliving the day his daughter, Rachel Joy Scott, was shot and killed by
two teenage boys who, Scott says, were on a crusade for a different kind
of chain reaction.

"The only difference is, one (crusade) is through violence and death, the
other through love and compassion,” said Scott.

Those words referred to an essay written by his daughter in a school
othics and morality essay just & month before the April 20 killings. "I
have this theory that if one person can go out of their way to show
compassion, then they will start a chain reaction of the same," Rachel
wrote,

According to Scott, the two shooters, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, set
off a different kind of "chain reaction" detailed in a five-hour videotape,
of which Scott could only stand watching one hour.

"Om that video, Eric pointed hig finger toward the camera and said, 'Let's
start a chain reaction,' said Scott.

The reaction affected Scott's family forever, That day, Scott's son, Craig,
was in the library and watched as 10 of his classmates were gunned
down. Two of his ¢loge friends died beside him, and his sister was killed
just outside the library door a few yards away.

Since that time, Scott has traveled across the United States eppcaring on
Oprah Winfrey, Larry King, Tom Brokaw, Katie Couric and Leeza
Gibbons, and he's told his tale to Time, Newsweek, Christianity Today
and meny more. He has witnessed a president shed tears over Rachel's

http://www.pressanddakotan.com/stories/022702/com_0227020010.shtml 02/27/2002
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diary.

Rachel is the reason he is doing his campaign, he said. "Ever since
Rachel was 12 years old, she new what her goal in life would be. She
wanted to be two things, an actress and a missionary," said Scott.

In & way, both of her dreams camec true, he said. "Rachel alwaya believed
that she would have an impact on the world, She would often say that she
was going to be on Oprah.” When Scott appeared on Winfrey's show and
saw Rachel's picture on the big screen, he realized her dreams were
coming true. In fact, CNN reported that Rachel's funeral had the most
viewers in its broadcasting history.

Scott said Rachel had a strong belief in God. On her backpack, which
wound up riddled with bullet holes, Rachel had written the words: "] am
a warrior for Christ." Below that, she had more inscriptions; the words "I
won't be labeled as uverage” had a bullet hole piercing it like an
exclamation point.

Scott believes his daughter in some ways always knew she would not
live to get married, have children or grow old. "Days before she died, she
wrote in her diary, "This will be my last year Lord. I have gotten what I
can. Thank you," he said.

Pethaps the most convincing evidence to Rachel's prophecy in Scott's
mind is a drawing found in a diary kept in the seme backpack shot
through with buliet holes. The druwing was dated 20 days beforc the
shooting. "It is a drawing of eyes dropping tears on a bleeding rose found
growing out of a Columbine plant,” said Scott. "The number of tears is
13. One for a teacher killed and 12 for the teacher's students -- signifying
the 12 disciples and the teacher, Jesus Christ."

Scott also urged people to go after their goals and embrace each moment.
"We don't have the promise of a long life. In one second things can
change," he said.

He wants his message to not only reach the genera] public but also the
teachers, administrators and caregivers of students. "I would encourage
our teachers to not tumn their heads, to be willing to get involved," he
seid. "Tn a nutshell, people should be willing to take risks becausc
sometimes teaching has to be about risk."

Scott aaid there is also a need to change the hearts of students and fellow
human beings. He belicves the bullying needs to stop, with an attitude of

love and compassion replacing it.

"It wasn't about guns that day (in 1999), It was about the finger pulling
that gun,” he said.

Scott left his audience with a challenge. "Close your ayes right now and
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think ot one person in your life who has made a difference. In the next
three days, I want you to contact them and tell them you appreciate them
and let them know they have made a difference in your life," he said. "If,

that is, you have the guts and the grace to do so. You can have a chain
reaction.”

To contact Rebecca Parish, e-mail her at newsroom(@yanlcton.net,
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