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Academic work
comes second

( to life lessons

Officials at Columbine
may delay start of classes

News Education Writer

Columbine High School students will end
this tragic school year early, focused more
on learming about life than academics,

Students were expected to go through an
orientation Thursday at Chatfield High
School where they will finish the year.
{lasses were to resume Friday.

However, officials said Monday they want
to discuss the timing with Columbine teach-
ers who come back today before making a
final decision. Classes probably won't start
until Monday or Tuesday, said Marilyn
Saltzraan, a district spokeswoman.

The emotional trauma of last week's
murderous rampage will be tough to over-
come, school officals said. Minds probably
won't focus well on algebra, biology and
English.

And that's OK, Chatfield Principal Sally
Blanchard said. There are plenty of other
valuable lessons to learn, she said.

“What 1 see i3 a lot of real true human
education,” she said. “We're really focusing
on education in the truest sense. It may not
be the academic type of work.

“What we're really talking about is hu-
man education, working one-on-one with
cach other, learning to support each other,
learning to heal.”

Columbine’s 1,965 students will go to
Chatfield until their regular dismissal date
of May 27. The school will run on a split
schedule, Chatfield students began it Mon-
day, attending seven, 40-minute periods
from 7 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. Columbine stu-
dents will go from £2:40 p.m. to 4:10 p.m.

Depending on when they resume classes,
Columbine students will have missed at
least seven days. That makes them short of
the state’s legal minimum,

The district doubts students will have to
make up the days, Saltzman said. The dis-
trict can seek a waiver from Gov. Bill
Owens.

"'If they make such a request Gov. Owens
would clearly be very sympathetic,” Dick
Wadhams, Owens press secretary, said.

Chatfield teachers and students will help
make the transition easier, Blanchard said. -
The fierce competitive rivalry between the

two schools- will -femain -on-the atilbe”
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fields, she said. o
Columbine teachers start acclimating
themselves to their new school today
Chatfield teachers will show them around,
share rooms and compassmn, Blanchard
said. .
Gh&tﬁéld'students ‘gian to* adopt a CB\”
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working on other welcoming events and
activities. Security will be tight, and there
will be more guards, more parent volun-
teers and restricted access to outsiders.
The campus will no longer be open, mean-
ingstudentscan’t leave for lunch Blanchard
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| oy with ‘grenae’ arrested

| COLORADQ SPRINGS — A 15-year-old boy
! was arrested Monday in Colorado Springs afler
| he brought an inert military hand grenade to
i school and showed it 1o other students.

: Rumors then spread quickly that an explosive
. was on school property. Colorado Springs police
were notified.

With the assistance of school administrators,
the school was placed on “lockdown” status for
‘ 30 minutes, starting about 11:30 a.m.

i “We had information that the device. which
i we thought was operational at the time, was out-
side," said Lt. Steve Liebowilz,

“So we placed the school in lockdown and con-
irolled movements to keep people inside ard out
of harm's way.”

Police interviewed witnesses, found the 15-
: vear-old and arrested him for possession ef an
; incendiary device, a hoax explosive; and inter-
! ference with staff, facully or students. He was
immediately suspended by the school principal
and taken to a juvenile detention facility.

The boy told police the device was inoperable.
[ He said he brought i: . scucel to show other
_Students.

ake bomb leads to arrests

Two teens have been atresied on suspircion of
leaving a fake bomb propped against a door at
Highlands Ranch High School only hours before
-3\ the April 26 massacre at Columbine High School.

Sheriff’s investigators say it is believed to
have been a prank and had no connection with
what happened later.

The suspects were identified as Ben A. Ben-
nett, 18, a student at Highlands Ranch, and Jena-
than Reich, 18, a former student. They face felo-
ny charges, said sheriff’s spokeswoman Kim
Stuckenschneider,
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| School killrs share
feelings of alienation |

Experts alarmed by high
number of lonely teens

|
|
i
1
|
|
i
T !
By Kevin Lamb

Alienation is the common thread con-
Cay Noiws Sormi

necting the kids who have shot up
schools, experts say — not drug usc, not
pierced eychrows, not poverty, not vio
lent juveniie rap sheets. The incidents
are revenge of the spurned.

“There i1sn’t anything mysterious
about it,” said O'Grady, whe often gives
hourleng seminars on the progression
from rejection {0 resentment to
revenge. " You talk toa lot of shrinks in
gencral practice, and evervone’s seeing
threc or four alienated adolescents who
are tatking about things like going and
shooting people. They feel there i1s nnth-
ng tolive for.”

Kids will always be bullied and ostra-
cized, of course. But that doesn’t nfean
the psychological costs always have to
be s0 steep.

Adolescence is a hard time for every-
one. certainly. It is when kids hegin feel-
ing emotions they haven't learned 1o
express or control. “and they re kind of
ledt on their own to figure it cut,” sad
Kim McEliroy, a licensed clinical coun-

The murdered children at school
. desks and locker bays are onty the most
i obvious tragedies when kids open fire
un their classmaies.
! Squinting through the horrific pun
¢ smoke, experts on the feelings of chil-
;  dren cun also see teen-age alienation,
loneliness and depression in frightening
numbers.

“That’s what people aren't willing to
talk about vet," said Ohio psvchologist
Dennis O°Grady. But while student gun-
men in seven United States schools
have killed 29 people in the past 19
months, the American Psyehiatric Asso-
ciatton has noted that 5,000 teen-ugers a
-y year die when depression leads to sui-

' cide.

“There’s probably no feeling more
painful than loneliness and alienation,"
said John Baren, aCentervilie, Ohio,
psychotherzpist and former mental
health consultant to the Dayton, Ohie,
police SWAT teamn. “In Jact, 1t's the arca
tn psychiatry that the least is written L
ahout, and one reason why is that it's VIAA UL AR
pretty painful even to wiite about.” T T s

0'Grady, Baren and many other pro-
tessianals hope the national grief over
last week’s massacre at Columbine High
Scheol will focus attention heyond metal
detectors todecper problems, They see
a widespread mability to express hatred
and anger constructively. They see more
tolerance of bullying than of individual
differences. And they see a pervasive
rejuctance to acknowledge and treat
even low degrees of mental illness.

But they recommend far more than
hugs and smiles for alienated children.
In fact, they trace much of the problem
to misguided attempls at waiving chil- '
dren’s personal responsibility and at
bestowing setf-esteem without re-
quiring them first o accomplish some-
thing.

P T T T
P ta g FE I

- seler at Bamaritan.CrisisCare in Dayton, -
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four schools nationa{ly

In Colorado, teen
N\ % charged with bringing
; ﬁ% dummy hand grenade
; Noses stafi and wre reports
;

Monday was tense in Jefferson
County schools, but the day passed
: without major meident.
Four ather schools acrass the coun-
Lry, including two in Colorade, exper-
enced scares,

On Aprii 20, Columbine High

School seniors Eric Harris and Dylan »

Klehold opened fire inside the school.
Investigators later discovered a mes-
sage, possibly written in advance by
Harns, promising maore violence on
Monday.

Law-enforcement officials say they
are skeptical that the note originated
with Harris, bul they can't dismiss 1l
entirely.

Other schools cailed police with
reports of assorted threats.

At Sheridan Middle Schuol, a 12-
year-old girl (old palice that a man
dark clethes grabhed her about 10 am.

as she walked outside, between class-
rooms. She descnibed him as tall and
Caucasian with a rough vorce.

The girl was not harmed, but was
“yery shaken,” Police Chief Ray Sam-
ple sad.

In Colorado Spongs, police arrested
a teen-ager on charges of bringing a
dummy hand grenade to class.

Police said the 15-vear-old Sierra
Ihgh School freshman brought the
inert military hand grenade to school
aid showed it Lo other students.

The tulding was kked down_for
30 minutes until police found the hoy

and the device. He was suspended and
charged with possession of a hoax
incendiary device and interference
with a school.

in Oshkosh, Wis., only 650 of 1,80(
Oshkosh West High School students
staved at school after police found a
Web page that targeted 17 students on
a “hit list” and mentioned the Trench
Coat Mafia,

The Web site expressed anger
toward “yocks and mihorities.”

Students who camne o school
walked through metal detectors;
according to Principal Keith Rodda.

Oshkosh police Lt David Rapp said .
he was confident that mvestigators
would track down whoever created
the page.

In Wimberley, Texas, students
returned 1o a jumor high school Mon-
day as four classmates accused of plot-
ung a potentially deadly attack at Dan-
forth Junior High School remained in
juvenle custedy

A search of the suspects’ homes
turned up crude explosive devices and
gunpowder, as well as computer disks
and Internet documents about bomb-
making, :mutherities said.
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MASSACRE
AT COLUMBINE HIGH

Broadcasters to get
guides on coverage

By David Bauder
The Associated Press

Local broadcasters are being
urged 10 decide now how they
would cover the next breaking sto-
ry tike the Colorade massacre, and
to consider staying off the air to
avoid endangering lives.

News directors and general
managers at more than 1,800 TV
and radio stations will receive
guidelines this week on how te han-
die these news emergencies from
the Radio and Television News Di-
rectors Association.

The trade group hopes station
operators develop plans or at least
talk abowt what they would do if
thrust into the national spotlight

like Denver broadcasters were last.

week when two gunmen kilied 13
people and themselves at Colum-
bine High School.

“You can’t plan for everything,”
said Barbara Cochraz, RTNDA
president. “You couldn’t plan for a
situation where kids hiding in a
scheel would have cell phones.
What you car do is have a dialogue
in the newsrooms ahead of time."

Deover's KUSA-Ch.9 was criti-
cized for broadeasting a cell phone
conversation with a Columbine stu-
dent before the massacre had end-
ed Critics said the student's life
could have been endangered if &

gunman had heard where he was
hiding.

Patti Dennis, news director at
KUSA-TV, said the station was
carefel (o screen the callers and
make sure it did not pinpoint where
the students were. “We were ciear-
ly aware that we had a volatile sit-
uation en her hands balanced
against a need for infermation,”
Dennis said.

Station execntives knew the cell
phone was a valuable tool in this
story. "It was the first time you
had a spot news of this magnitude
where cell phones played such a
large role. It was uncharted terri-
tory, for us at least.”

What Dennis and others at KUSA
learned was that you have to re-
evaluate whether sameone under
18 can filter their own thoughts un-
der such stressful conditions.

Broadeasters should always as-
sume that a hostage-taker or ter-
rorist has access {o their reporting,
the suggested guidelines say. And
stations should not divulge police
tactics or SWAT team locations
and fight any urge to get inyolved.

News directors should ask them-
selves if the value of a live report
on a hostage-taking situation “is
really justifiable compared to the
harm that could occur,” the guide-
lines say.
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Sheriff cites ‘good leads’;
investigation continues

into possible accomplices,
purchase of bomb materials

By Hevin Vaughan am! Ann Carnahan

News Staff Writers
Authoritics are close to atresting those who
provided the guns used by Eric Harsds and
Dylan Klebold as they lay siege to Columbine
High Schoot, Jefferson County Sheriff John
Stone said Tuesday. '
“We have good leads on them,” Stone said.
That disclosure was one development Tues-
day in the biggest criminal investigation evet
undertaken in Colorado, )
& Authonties continued to investigate three
voung men detained in a field near Columbine
shorily after the gunfire and explosions erupt:

ed. Stone said he considers them possible

accomplices.

W They reviewed claims by an El Pas
County gun dealer that Harris and four teen
tried in early March to buy a machine gun and
silencer-equipped automatic pistol like th
kind used by SWAT officers.

mThey tried to corroborate statements

| ade by a clerk at 2 subutban Hugh M. Wood:

store who believes Hacris and Klebold stockec

up on large propane tanks the week before the
attack.

w They increased to more than 59 the num=—
ber of bombs found at the schood and in Kle-
bold’s and Harris' cars and hornes.

w Coroner's investigators squelched specu-
lation that the deaths of Harris or Klebold were
anything other than suicides.

“Each inflicted their own fatal wounds,” said
Jetferson County sherifi’s Depury Steve Davis.

The possible gun charges would revolve
around laws that make it illegal in Colorado to
transfer certain tvpes of firearms to anyone
under 21,

The probe has keyed in o tracking the twa
shotguns, 9mm assauit vifle and semiautomatic
handgun used hy Harris and Klebold to kill 12

fellow students and a teacher

Two of the guns were purchased in Novem-
ber or December at a Denver-aray Eun show
by 18-year-old Robyn Anderson, Klebold's
prom date, Stone said.

lavestigators have questioned Anderson,
but it was too early to know whether she would
be implicated as an accomplice in the attack.

“It hasn't been determined one way or the

vauumuong Oftice:

——
Indexing:
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g;};er," sait Jefferson County sherifi’s Sgt. Jim |
T.

Last Tuesday, Harns, 18, and Klebeld, 17,
marched inte Colurnbine, tossing bombs and
spraying bullets. In addition to the 13 dead, 23
were hospitalized, all but two with gunshot
wounds,

Harris and Klebold -~ two outcasts who
belonged to a group that called jtself the
Trench Coat Mafia — togk their lives in the
school’s library, bringing the death toll to 15.

Harris had been rejected by the Marine
Corps days earlier because he had taken pay-
chiatric medicine, the New York Times report-
ed.

The metro area cbserved a minute of silence
at 1121 am, Tuesday — the moment a week
eatlier when the killings started.

Tracing the gurs involved i the deadly
shooting rampage has led authorities across
the nation, the Wald Street Journgl reported
Monday,

The TEC-DCY pistol found at Colmbine
after the shooting was sold by manufacturer to
Miami-based Navepar Inc. five years ago to
Zanders Sporting Goods in Raldwin, Ill, the
newspaper reported. Zanders then sold the
gun to a dealer near Westminster

The dealer apparently has closed or relocat-

“It was an unrelated tape in an unrelated
investigation,” said Rich Marianes, supervis-
ing agent for the federal Bureau of Aicohol, To-

baceo and Fircarms.

Bernstein suggested Tuesday that the tape
with Harris and the ather teens on it might

» See SCHOOL on 13A

—

ed, according to the Jowmal Authorities said
someone over 21 legally purchased the gun
from the Westminster dealer. but it was
unclear how the killers obtained it,

Meanwhile, anthonities worked on 2 lead
from Mel Bernstein, owner of Dragon Arms,
an Et Paso County gun store, although they
said videotapes from the security system at his
business were of no help. .

Bernstein said that in early March a giri and
four hoys in trench coats — one of whom he
believes was Harris — tried to huy an M-60
machine gun and an MP-5 handgun with a
silencer on it.

He turned them away, he said, because they

weren't old cnough.

Bernstein thought the group had been cap-
turedon his store's secunty camera and turned
its videotapes over to investigators. But when
they locked at the tape, they saw no images of
the teens. .
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SCHOOL from 4A

; have been recycled and their visit to
his store lost.

Farr said the absence of the group
on videotape “does not mean that
they may not have been in the store
at another time.”

. Asked if Bernstein’s claims could
i be credible, Parr replied, “Absolute-
Iy
! Alsp Tuesday, Gary Sowell, a clerk
at the Hugh M. Woods store on
Kipling Street at Belleview Avenue,
said he had sold five large tanks full
P of propanes to twa
teen-apgers  the
week hefore the
i assault.
8 The trench coat-
wearing boys
packed three of the
tanks into the trunk
and had to stuff the
other two unwieldy
metal cylinders into the back seat of
- . their cars, where twao of their friends
sat.

Sowell asked the boys what they
wanted the propane for.

“They said it was for school,”
Sowell said.

Sowell, 50, said that after seemng
photos of the suspects he believes
the teens who bought the proppane
were Harris and Kiebold. He said
they also copied keys he believes
opened the doors at Columbine and
bought other construction materials
that can be used to make bombs.

“I saw them buy propane tanks,
nails, screws, wire, duct tape,” he
said.

But neither investigators nor the
manager of the Hugh M. Woods
store could correborate his claims.

He is scheduled to be interviewed
by wvestigators at 3 p.m. today.

“1 think they’ll know a lot more
after they talk to him again,” said
sheriff's Sgt. Jim Parr.

Kevin Mussro, manager of a near-
by Home Depot, said one of his
employees has talked with in-
vestigators about the possibility the
shooters bought some supplies
there, .

(Mounl Choping in Space Below)

Clerk tells of propane tank_sa'le“ i

Meanwhile, the Klebolds' attor-
ey, Gary Lozow, said the {family has
received verbal death threats, which
they have reported to the Jefferson
County sheriff. '

“You have to take them seriously
in light of what has happened here,”
Lozow said.

Lozow said the Klebolds do not
know who is making the threats.

Sheriff Stone said detectives
haven't interviewed the killers’ par-
ents. Both couples have retaned
attormeys, Stone said, and investiga-

tors have contacted them to set up
interviews with the parents.

Lozow sad the Klebolds talked |

with investigators the day of the
shooting and will talk to them again
S00MN. A

The investigation, in its eighth
day Tuesday, continued to consume a
tremendous amount of time as
detectives worked to track down 377
potential leads.

Tn addition to figuring out how
Harris and Klehold got their guns,
investigators were studymg thou-
sands of pieces of potential evidence
in the school. That work is expected
to go on for days.

Stone said investigators are re-
viewing the 60 or so calls received
last year by his department’s bomb
squad. About 2 dozen were to deto-

nate devices, including pipe bombs,
in the south Jefferson County area,

Stone sad. )
“Could this possibly have bcen

cse s practicing with them?”
}Slzone i:?iﬂd[.) “we'll be going hack
and analyzing any of those cases
where these devices have been
found trying to fingerpnot those
bombs, seeing if that matches any
official evidence.”

e
Staff wrilers Karen Abbot, Dick Fos-
ter and Ann Imse contrimded b this

story.
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EDITORIALS

The signs were all there

too catly Lo say, i parl because it's unclear [ingexing:

S e s Surc. it's difficalt to
THE ISSUE: idenlify most  adoles-
A prophetic cents who are posed to

classroom video  hurt themselves or oth-
—- -—— ers, bat this genera al prin-
OUR VIEW: ciple doesn't appear to
Harris and Hiebold Dold 1n the cases of Eric
practicaily Harris and Dyvlan Klebold,
telegraphed their These Lwo apparentiy
intentions even produced a video
e —— . blueprmt of their rampage
for a Columbine class last fall. It starred
themselves firing weapons as they walked
down a hallwayv, knowledgeable students
have told Denver Kocky Mountain News
reporters,

As warning signs go, this one was loud
and clear.

Don't get us wrong: We are nof hlaming
anyone at Columbine for fathing to recognize
the signs of impending violence (although
we (lo wonder why such a productinn — as
well as others, apparently, with similay
themes — would be considered an aceept-
able classroom project). We refer to the
video mamly 1o suggest how surreal some
of the reaction to Tuesday’s massacre has
been. A legion of therapists and other
experts has helpfully provided lists of what
sorts of teen behavior should trigger intes-
vention. But you hardly need a psychalogy
degree to recognize that there ts something
terribly wrong with kids obsessed with
killing fellow students. If an explicit viden
doesn’t give tiwe game away, what would?

Nor were thuse videos the only signs of
the two youths” death obscssion. There was
their preoccupation with guns and bumbs,
with the Thard Reich and its language, with
a violent computer game: there was Harris'
irnghtemnyg Web page. filled with hale; there
was dlso the youths' immersion in Lhe
nihilistic music of Marilyn Manson — who
named himself after a mass murderer and
vho calls himsedf the Antichrist -— and
KMFDM, o German band whose Iyrics are
both anarchiste and violent. Add all that to
their extreme anti-social attitudes, and you
cinld hardly sketch more likelv candidates
for trouble.

Why did no one intervene? 1t i» perhaps
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how much of ther behavior was known to
adults and how much onlv to fellow stu-
dents. But surely some of the reluclance |
stemmed {rom the general unwillingness of |
adults these days to lake Seriously the
depravity that furks at the fringe of popular
culture.

Usually, when someone like, say, William
Bennett, suggests just how socially damag-
ing certain cujtural influences can be, he 1s
laughed out of the room as an illiberal. unso-
phisticated prude who just doesn't get it.
This stuff harms 110 one. many srgue,

But now. following the qhootmtrs by
young men drenched m some of the worst
that this popular cullure has 10 oller,
maybe at least some of those critics will
begn to understand. While violent music
and entertainment, in and of themselves,
did not put the guns in the hands of Harns
and Klebold and somehow make them pull
the triggers, il was unmistakably a nihilis-
v nfluence to which they seemed partic-
ularly vulnerable.

Mast popular culture 1s not depraved, of
course, hat there is more than epough to
preoccupy the waking hours of the likes of
Harris and Kiebold, Fully seven of the 11
magor movies released in recent weeks are
pervaded by violent acts. And yes, broadcast
and cable TV shows indulge in portraying

A S 1Y

DA

wcidents that would have been considered |

shacking # couple of decades ago,

Even prior to the shooting, it was absure

to say that none of this makes much of a dif-
ference in the way people hehave. TV, radio
movies and olher media are constantly o
our faces. Their versions of reality and the
values they exhibit are inescapable. #, vea
after year, thev pound away at us, th"V are
bound to affect our thinking and atiinides —
which, by the wav, is why major companies
spenc millions on adverlising.

What i needed is not censorship but
more adults who realize that the plonfica-
ton of violence and amorality is not merely
a matler of taste or lifestyle, as so many
people now seem to believe, It is — or can
be in a few tragic cases — 4 very direc
threat to our children.

»
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Wednesday, April 28, 1999
‘She was
near death’

JEFFERSON
COUNTY — Bub
Marlin was pre-

4 pared to treat 50
victims at Colum-
bine High School.

He got only ane.

Marlin, 47, of
the West Metro

Gary Fire Distric_t, was

Massaro Nt of the first

e 212medics Lo en-
ter the school.

- The first was Trov Laman, a
Denver Health Medical Center
paramedic. Laman tugged at stu-
dents’ arms and legs to see if any
reacted. No one did until he got
into the hibrary and pulled Lisa
kreurz’s arm. Barely conscious,
she moaned.

So Larman called for help.

Marlim hurried in with a stretch-

er.
“I chdn't find a pulse in her
wrist,” Marhn said. [ tried to find
a pulse i her neck. It was rapid
and weak. She was near death. ft
was time to move. And [ mean
right now."”

Laman and a SWAT officer —
Mariin didn't get hus name —
carried Kreutz out.

“She was definitely in shock
and scared and not reallv respond-
ing to my questions,”” Marlin said.
“She responded by opening her
cyes.”

' u‘[ ,
| hat’s what 1
- saw 1n there. I squ

all of our kids.”
" paramedic Bob Mariin

|
)
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They got Kreutz outside and

into an ambulance, Py, Lo
Ther Marlin went back m. .

He, too, checked for signs of Tite .5 ‘

“fﬁ. W;’ €, .
He didp't find any. - o
“['ve seen countless gunshot Characier-

wounds and horrible tragedy and [

mass casualties,” he said. “But Classiication:

the cmotional part of kids killing Submitting Office:

kids — that’s what sets this one
apart from other things I've secu.”

Marhin inibally nelped set up a
triage unit on the west side of the
school.

“We were prepared to treat ou
pautents,” he said. “Unfortunately,
we didn't have thal opportonity.”

He said it all hit home fater.
after he got home.

“fU's always later for us, that
you stact to feel the pain, apprect-
ate the tragedy,” Marlin said.
“You start thunking about what
you've done and what you saw,
and you sec-vour own kids, That's
what | saw i there. I saw all of our
kids.”

Marlin said he has kept track of
Ireutz.

“You kind of look for the bright
sputs where you can find them,”
Marlin said. “And she’s the only
hright spot we have.”

When Gary Massaro listonrs, prople
fuble. Cotl! i at (303 892-5271.
Mussurn's coluntn appears Sunday,
Tueesday, Wediesday and Fridaz.

newsgpaper. city and state.)
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A royal tribute

onmon.

e

i Character:

to Columbine

Duchess of York leaves roses

~on visit to ‘show my respect’

By Tillie Fong
News Slaff Writer

Sarah Ferguson, the duchess of York, took
advantage of 2 two-hour layover Tuesday to
place same yellow roses at the Columbine
mernorial site and talk to students.

“I'm a mother of two beautiful girls," she said,
“1 want to come to say it's very, very tragic and
to show my respect.”

The duchess, who was en route from San
Francisco to Kansas City on a Weight Watchers
tour, talked to a few people and hugged Colum-
bine junior Lauren Martinez.

“She asked me how [ got by and | told her, I'm
a survivor,” Martinez, 16, said.

“I think it's just great that people would come
from across the world. It’s amazing to see some-
one that famous.”

Several hundred at the site stopped in sur-
prise when they saw the duchess. She spoke to
several visitors briefly. '

Ferguson wandered around the vast memorial
site, lookingfor a good spot for her roses. -

“Where shouid I put my flowers?” she asked
her bodyguards and a Jefferson County sheriff's
deputy who accompanied her.

A bright pink sign caught her attention.

It read: “All people are beautiful. Learn to
respect life.”

-Below it was a sign, that read: LOVE YOU SQ
MUCH, using letters from the names of the 13

“Are those the names?” she asked the deputy,

ot IR KL SN TE I W ST S

.students and one teacher who died {ast week. "

“ o

ATE L

As she was guided to a car be]ongingto gun-
shot victim Rachel Scotl, she paused to touch a
teddy bear and to pick up and read Kyle
Velasquez’s funeral program. He also was killed
by gunmen last week, '

Before long, she headed back to the bright
pink sign.

“This is the hest place,” she said, setting
down the flowers.

With the roses was a slip of paper that said
“Sarah, The Duchess of York, April 27, 1999.”

“I'm deepiy moved,” she said.

Ferguson said that the scene reminded her of
another outpouring of love two vears ago when
Princess Diana was killed in a car accident.

“Tt certainly has the feel of Kensingtan Pal-
ace,” she said. “Everyone was there to pay their
respects. It certainly feels like that

Ferguson said the memorial was heautiful.

“There is hope, there is inspiration, there is
love, there is strength in community,” she said.

The duchess said the tragedy has reinforced
her belief in teaching children values.

. “We all should group together and respect
individuals,’ she said, adding that she is teaching
her daughters about the value of respect, dignity
and community.

Such violence is “not just America. It's a
worldwide issue,” she said. “I feel very strongly
that the American people need to know they're
supported in Europe and ail over the world, too,
not just in Columbine and Littleton.”

,  ‘F'm trying to.think what they, the families,

* must be feelpg,” she said. “It's incredible.”
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at gun shows
called easy

Gun dealers say ranks
include unscrupulous;
ATT admits overseeing
firearms expos difficuit

By Carla Crowder

"\.IBLJ? i{lfn"!er

Robyn Anderson, the girlfriend
of one of the gunmen in the shoot-
ings at Columbine High School,
cowld legally have bought some of
their weapons at a gun show, ex-
perts say.

However, many Colorado gun
shows are rife with unscrupulous
dealers who make it easy for
felons, teen-agers and others pro-
hibited from buying firearms to
snap them up if they have the cash,
said Bob Glass, owner of Paladin
Arms in Longmont. He's heen

; doing business at gun shows for
i years.

Agents from the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms on Tuesday ques- §
tioned Caro] Blodgett, who
runs the Tanner Gun Show, |
an event conducted nearly §
once amonth at the Denver
Merchaind'ilgye l’ﬂaﬂ‘.}.1 N

“The ATF was here, an
she gave them all the Anderson
records from people who
were selling at her shows,” said
Blodgett’s son, Jeff Blodgett, at his
mother’'s home in Depver,

Her son said she was also ques-
tioned after the Oklahoma City
bombing when authorities were
looking at whether associates of
Timothy McVeigh dealt guns at
the Tanner shows.

Anderson, an 18-year-old Col-
umbine honor student, was the

——r

prom date of shooting suspect Dy-
lan Klebold, 17.

Harms turned 18 a4 few days
before the shootings. Authorities
suspect that last year, Anderson,
who 1s a few months older than
Harris, bought at least two of the
guns used inthe shootings.

At 18, Anderson could have le-
gally purchased long guns — the
two shotguns and/or the carbine
— used in the killings. She would
have to be 21 to legally buy a hand-
gun, such as the TEC-DC 9, the
fourth gun used, which can hold a
32-round clip. -

But Glass sald he has seen
many young people buy handguns
at gun shows — no guestions
ashed.

The TEC-DC 9 could have been
bought from a private individual,
he said. o

All that would be required is to
“whip out a wad of cash and shake
hands. Ot not. It’s cash and carry,”

fass said.
N Criminals frequent guns shows
hecause there is little enforcement
if the Brady Law at therm, he said,
And the law, which requires gun
fealers to run background checks
b1 potential buyers, is easy to
BEkirt.
* Only federally Yicensed firearms
dealers are required to run back-
ground checks. It is legal to en-
gage in the accasional sale of a
firearm without a hicense if selling
guns is not your primary business,
according to federal taw.

“The way the law is written,
you can sell whatever you want
off-paper as long as you don't make
aliving at it,” Glass said, -

Ever that “is routinely ig-
nored,” Glass said. “There are
quite 2 few guys who make a living
selling guns off-paper week after .
week."
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Off-paper means no license, no
background check.

Off-paper dealers at gun-
shows sometimes signal
the::r business practices at
their hooths by posting
signs such as: Private
Collection; Na Paperwork:
or pf:‘rl'_ilt‘:ate Sale.

spokesman L.
Bettendorf said the ﬁ
concerning sales by unl;-
censed dealers is fuzzy,

Also, it is hard to enforce, The
ATF_ does not conduct regular in-
vestigations at gun shows,

Guns shows are ‘“‘difficult so
work because of the sheer num-
bers of people in there,” Betten-
do:f said. “We have to have g tar- w
get.”

Last year, U.S. Rep. Diana De-
Gette introduced a bill that would
clamp down on gun show sales
aller one of her statt members
bought an SKS assault rifle at 2 +
Tanner Gun Show, no questions

asked.

The I:ceqse loophole has turned
£un shows into 3 “free-for-all that
allows everyone to circumvent
Brady,” a DeCette spakesman sajd
Tuesday. . .

It's common for young women
to buy guns for boyfriends — at
gun shows and stores, Glass said,

The classic MO (method of
Operation) is a young womapn and
four or five ganghangers, pointing

aut the gun they want her to buy.
It's classic, classic. | see it ail the
time,” he said. .

1
b
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Bettendorf agreed. “It’s some-
thing we see. And I's not only at
gun shows.”

_ From Glass’ gun-show observa-

tions, some dealers will refuse tg ‘

make such sales. e RS
“Other dealers will sel] “tha: : 3

mother for a nickel,” he §3ig :t'h'el{*" il o

\
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To charge in would be
fatal, futile, says cop
who fired on gunman

By Steve Myers
News Shaff Writer

There he was.

The killer, dressed in black,
appeared in the shattered door-
way window at the southwest
entrance to Columbme High
School.

Muzzles flashed. Bombs ex-
ploded. Fleeing students shrieked
as bullets and shrapnel pierced

lhe ai.

Motoreycle cop T'aul Smoker
shot back.

“[ was scared,” the Jefferson
County sheniff's deputy said
Tuesday, staring down for & mo-
ment at his knee-high black
boots.

Then he gazed at the boarded-
up windows of the school and
pointed to the grassy slope where
he had crouched during the pun-
fight a week earher And he
addressed the criticism.

“Pepple who wercn't there
don't understand,” he said. "It
was unbelievable craziness.”

Tuesday was Smoker's first day
back on the joh.

As he told his story, s crowd of
150 massed around a memorial
cross on a nearby grassy knoll,
marking 11:21 a.m. with a mo-
ment of sitence.

Smoker, 32, was the second
officer to arrive at the scene and
one of two to trade shots with the
killers. It was the first time in his
11-year career that he has fired
his gun in the line of duty.

He's keen to cnticism that he
could have, should have, done
more to stop America’s deadliest
school shooting.

“If you run inlo something hke
that, you're dead,” he said. “'l
can't help anyone if I'm dead.”

April 20 started as a-typical day
in a typical ncighborhood for a
typical cop. He was writing a
speeding ticket when the call for
help came in.

“I didn't think much of it,” he

said. “The dispatcher said there
was a girl down. 1 thought some-
one had fallen.”

What he found was a war zone.

“Bombs were going off, shots
were being fired,” he said, de-
scribing the wails of wounded
students and the chaos of children
fleeing death. *‘You can’t imagine
i

He dumped his Kawasaki po-
lice motorcycle 200 yards from

the schoo! and, with his handgun
drawm, followed a police cruser
driven by Deputy Scott Taborsky.

The cruiser had circled in front
of 2 wounded student when a gun-
rman appeared at the doot.

The killer opened fire on Col-
umbine’s in-school deputy, Neil
Gardner, who was 25 yards from
Smoker, hunched down in the
parking lot behind his patrol cat.

All Smoker remembers 1s that

the gunman was tall, weanng
black, and finng a gun.

Smoker stepped out from be-
hind the cruiser. i

He fired three, four, maybe five
{imes. He doesn’t know exactly
how many. Investigators stilt have
nis 9 mm Glock as evidence.

“1t would have been a hell of a
shot to hit the guy witha handgun
from 200 feet,” he said.

Then the gunman was Bone,

and Smoker started rescuing ch -
dren. .
“We're trained to save people,
he said. “Tt makes me 50 mad that
people say We ghguld have
charged into that building.
“Nobody wanted the kids to
die. Nobody wanted the teacher
to die,” he said, looking at a s0C-
cer field feuce filled with roses,
tilies and messages to the dead.
“It just happened.
e —
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Uil
shows

It recommends ways
to stop 1illegal sales

By David Ofinger
Benver Post Stalf Wrier

A 1999 federal study called gun shows “forums for
illegal firearms sales™ and recommended a series of

measures 0 stop felons and juveniles from acquiring -

weapons at Lthe shows.
The study was issued in January, weeks after an 18-

year-old woman reportedly acquired weapons at a Colo- -

rado gun show that were used last week in the shuotings
at Columbine High Schoat.

On Tuesday, as President Clinton responded to the -

massacre with a sweeping gun-contrel plan that in-

cludes strieter regulations of gun shews, a Colorado gun
show was abruptly canceled for the second time in twa-_

weeks,
‘Due to the politics’

Last week, Tanner Gun Shows called off its monthly

show at the Denver Merchandise Marl in the wake of .

the Columbine massacre. This week, 2 Jefferson County
gun show was canceled by its sponsor, who left a record-
ed phone message saying it was “due to the potitics in
Denver at this time "

Dylan Klebold ard Eric Harris. two Columbine se-
niors, took four guns inlu the Jefferson County high
school, killing 13 people and wounding more than 20 oth-

ers before they took their own lives. Investigaters be- -

lieve Klebold's 18-year-ald girlfriend purchased some of
those guns at the Tanner show in November or Decem-
ber.

The gun-show study was undertaken last November at
Clinton's request and conducted by the Treasury and
Justice departments and the Bureau of Aleohal, Tobaceo
and Firearms, a Treasury agency. It found that 25 to 50
sercent of the vendors at the nation's 4,442 gun shaws in
1998 do not have federal firearms licenses and therefore
re not required to record buyers’ names or check if
hey have criminal records.

The uniicensed vendors are generally known as col-
ectors and ofien sell weapons at tables next to licensed
tun slore owners who are required to keep records and
serform background checks on every sale.

“Many non-ficensees entice potential customers o -

heir tables with comments such as, ‘No background
‘hecks required: we need oniy to know where you live
ind how old you are, ” the study said. “Although the
Tnajority of people who visit gun shows are law-abiding
“itizens, lov often the shows provide a ready supply of
firearms Lo prohibited persons, gangs, violent criminals
and illegat arms traffickers.”
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Probes of illegal acovines

The authors of the study reviewed 314 recent investi-
gations of reported ilfegal aclivities at gun shows na-
tionwide.,

Among their findings:

M In 1933, the ATF found (hat a licensed firearms
dealer in Tennessee had aitered the serial numbers on
Mmore than 7.080 weapons, then reseld them to unli-
censed dealers who sold them at gun shogs and flea
markels in North Carolina. )

@ In 1994, the ATF found a licensed dealer had made
1,700 unrecorded gun sales to unlicensed buyers, who
took them to “swap meets” in California, where they
were acquired by gang members from two cities. Many
were ultimately recovered from people who had used
them to commit murders and other violent crimes.

W Investigations of gun-show patrons found consider-
able evidence of ilegal trafficking, including 44 people
who had acquired an average of 59 guns each and one
man who “had 53 crime guns traced to him.”

More than half of ail gun-show investigations involved
people suspected of dealing without a license in the
guise of selling personal collections. Gun purchases by
convicted felons was the No. 2 cause of gun-show inves-
tigations, foliowed by illegal sales of resiricted weapaon-
ry such as machine guns, silencers and grenades.

Gun-show promoters fear a federal crackdown wonld
merely drive private sellers to other places, such as
newspaper ads or yard sales,

Bui gun-contro] advocates welcomed Clinton's pro-
posals, saying that too many people have rome to recog-

nize gun shows as profitable places to deal firearms
without a license or a trace of the buyers.

“You have more and more unlicensed dealers Lhere Lo
setl their wares,” said Bob Walker, president of Hand-

- gun Control in Washington, D.C. “I went to one down

here in Virginia. The person who was selling ali the as-
sault weapons had a sign posted ther» saying, I'm sell-
Ing from my private collection.” No paperwork, no gues-
tions asked, cash and carry.”
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Marines turned down Harr

~ Killer on
poychiatric
‘medication

" By Mark Obmascik,

\ Peter G. Chronis

- and Marilyn Robinson

i Denver Post Staif Writers

i Five days before the Columbine

; High School massacre, the Marine

i Corps rejected killer Eric Harris'
bid to enlist because of medical

" reasons, officials confirmed Tues-
day.

The son of a retired Air Force
pilot, Harris had cleared two pre-
liminary sereenings with a Marine
recryiter this month. But after

- meeting with Harris and his par-
| enis April 15, the Marines disguali-
j fiedthe téen from military service.

' Meeting at Harris home

i "It was a follow-up meeting at

. Eric Harris' pareats’ home, with
his parents present in the evening
time,” Marine Lst Lt. Jeff Sam-
mons, a spokesman in Quantico,
Va., told The Denver Post. “It was
disclosed at that time that he had a
medical disqualificalion . . ., and
{we) informed Eric he was not eli-
gible for enlistment in the Ma-
rines,”

The Marines refused to disclose
the reason for Harris’ disqualifica-
tion. But one family friend said he
was lold that Harris was being
treated with psychiatric medica-
tion, a factor that would prevent
him from serving in the military.

No drugs or aleohol was found in
Harris® blood during an autopsy,
police said.

On April 20, Harris, 18, and his
best friend, Dylan Kieboid, 17,
stormed into Columbine High
Sehool with four guns and dozens of
bombs, killing 13 people, wonnding
23 others and then fatally shooting
themselves,

The disclosure of Harris’® at-
tempted military service, which
began when the Marines contacted
him Apri} 2 on a reutine recruiting
call, compiicates efforts to under-
stand why the teens launched their
savage school attack.

Detailed journal

At the same time Harris wrole a
journal detailing a year-long piot
to kill 50G ciassmates, he and Kle-
bold made plans for a new and
promising life after high-schoot
graduation.

One week hefore the killings, Dy-
lan Klebold and his father, Tom,
toured the Upiversily of Arizona
and put down a deposit on a dorm
room for the fall semester, a friend
said.

“They spent five days together
there and had a great time,” said
the friend, Victor Good. *“The Kle-
bolds are the best parents you

Please see SHOOTING on 16A

SHOOTING from Page 1A
Loy

could ever imagine, and that’s go-
infoito be the nightmare of this
e ”

" Ob April 17, Good’s son, Nathan
man, shared a prom limou-
sinexwith Kiebold, another student
and'their dates. He said the group
was! frying to figure out how to
staw in touch during college. The
triehds even talked about a re-
mgm-tue‘%u,d._ e m
Good said Klebold’s parents,
Tam and Sue, are “in shock. It's the
horror of all horrors, They knew a
different kid than the monster in
the school” )
Meanwhile, ofticials confirmed
Tuesday that the search for new
suspects is focusing on how the
teepage killers amassed their arse-
nul of guns
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Some leads

“We do have some leads on some
of the gun-transfer stuff that may
lead to some arrests,” said Joffer-
son County Sheriff John Stone, “1 -
told (lead investigator Lt. John
Kiekbusch) ['d like an arrest by
Friday. He said, ‘I'l} sce what [ can
do for you." But it's kind of putting
the pressure on him.”

The sheriff declined to name a
suspect but noted that investiga-
tors now believe they know whe
sold a handgun used by the two
kitlers.

State law prohibits the sale of a
handgun te anyene younger than
1B. In their April 20 rampage, Har-
ris and Klebold packed a modified
version of the banned Intertec
TEC-9 semiautomatic handgun.

Invesligators have refused to say v
who supplied the handgun to the
teen killers,

“There is a trace. We’re not talk-
ing about that,” Sione said. “We did
have a call from an attorpey earli-
er today regarding someone in the
weapons chain who wanted to sit
dowit with our investigators to dis-
cuss ihe case.” P 1y

After interviewing Klebold's 18- ! ;
year-old girlfriend Monday, the /B( ‘ E/F\ !
Jefferson County district attor- ~ et

ney’s office said the woman bought | ; iJ
thiee of the four guns used in the | \ 7
atiack but apparently not the hand-
gu. Palice said Tuesday that the
woman is a wilness but not a sus-
pect.
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One week after the killings, TV
and radio slalions across Denver
fel] silent for 30 seconds Tuesday
at:L1:21 am. Bells tolled at dozens
of £hurches.

Investigators also paused to
commemorale the tragedy but
quickly returned to work. More
thgn 150 detective and officers now
are working on the case, which fig-

uréd prominently in an anti-crime

paykage proposed Tuesday by
President Clinton.

At the beginning of the day, po-
lice reported receiving 377 “good
leads” on the case. By late after-
nopn, 260 had been assigned to in-
vestigators.

At the Huogh M. Woods bardware
stgre at 4950 S. Kipling St., a cus-
tonjer-service worker {old deputies
he'saw two boys he identified as
Harris and Klebold buy propane
tanks, wire, screws, bails and doct

{Mount Clipping in Space Bel_o!]u__

tape. Authorities said those types -
of -materials were used in the 67 ;

bombs feund unexploded at the
high school, in Klebold's car and in
Harris’ home:

Copied keys

The employee said he also copied
keys — marked “Do Not Dupli-
cate” — for the iwo leens. Police
earlier confirmed they've bheen
searching for a missing set of keys
to the school, which autherities
speculate may have allowed the
kitlers 1o carty so many bombs in-
to the school before the attack.

“For the last three months, I bet
they came in more than a ‘dozen
times,” said Gary Sowell, 50, the
hardware worker. “They were buy-
ing the same things, pretly much
the same things. That's what got
my aliention.

“Believe it or not, they said they
were for school. 1 didn't pursue it
any more than that.

“F duplicated some keys for
them, two sets of keys. On the keys
it said, 'Do Not Duplicate’ I knew
they were security keys, but I
didn't question them. They brought
in a set of five keys.”

The hardware worker sajd he

copied the keys because “after a
while, you get to know the schools,
and you know it’s common for
teachers to do that, so you don't
check on them.”

Jefferson County Sherlff's Sgt.
Jim Parr said, “That's one of the
leads we're definitely looking into.
That wil! be thoroughly re.
searched.”

Another alleged gighting of Har-
ris was reported by a Colorado

_ Springs gun-shop awner, who said

the teen and some friends tried to

buy a machine gun from him. But |

police said a video security camera

in the gun shop had taped no pic-

tures of Harris.

“There’s no indication that they
are our suspects at all,” said Jef-
ferson County sheriff’s spokesman
Steve Davis,

Deaver Post staff writers Patti-
cia Callahan and Kieran Nichkolson
contributed {o this repert.
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Teacher’s daughter
blames S

By Arthur Hodges
Denver Past Stafl Writer

The daughier of a teacher gunned
down at Columbine High Schouol last
week is laying blame on the police
SWAT team sent to get him ont.

Angela Sanders, daughter of William
“Dave” Sanders, said police forced two
students who were helping her father
after he was shot to leave him bebind
as they evacuated the school.

“It really makes me mad because we
know he could have made it.” Sanders
said. “From the people that we've talk-
ed to and the things that we know, they
could have saved him.”

Sanders made the comments on a
“Leeza” show devoted to the (plum-
bine tragedy thal was taped i Los An-
geles on Tuesday The show will air on
KUSA-Channel 9 at 11 am. today, said
Ron Sato, a show spokesman.

The Sanders family is alsa raising
questions about the more than three
hours it took rescuers Lo get to the
classroom where Sanders was biceding
1o death.

“Some of his dauglters are angry,”
said Melody Smith, a sister-in-law of
Sanders, who was substituting for a sei-
ence teacher Jasl Tuesday. “They feel
like, had they gone in and gotten Dave
out sgoner, he wauld have lived.”

Law-enforcement officials say they
did net send the police into the second-
floor classroom seoner because they
feared the two gunmen were still shoot-

ing inside the building. Sacrificing the
lives of police officers would not have
helped anyone, said Sgt. Jim Parr of
the Jefferson County Sheriff's Depart-
ment.

“You just can’t run blindly down a

hallway, not knowing that you're run-
ning by doors that may contain gun-
men.” Parr said. ““They also had bombs
they had to deal with.”

Sanders has been widely hailed as a
hero in the wake of Lhe massacre. As

suspects Eric Har-
ris and Dvlan Kle-
bold entered the
schooi and opened
fire, Sanders began
yelling for students
ta get down. -

Sanders was shot
fi twice in the chest
& | as he guided a large
group of students to
the shelter of a sci-

ence classroom.
Angela . There, students {ore
off their T-shirts
and pressed them 1o his wounds.

Smith said the family does not blame
the rescuers but questions whether iaw-
enforcement agencies have an effec-
tive policy for such a crisis.

Angela Sanders gave a harsher as-
sessmenl. She said that two boys broke
legs off a table and fashioned them into
a gurney for Sanders. But when SWAT
team members arrived te escort them

from the school, they made the pair_

leave her father behind, she said.

“They wanted to take him out when
they lefl, and the SWAT team wouldn't
let them. The SWAT team captain is
Quoted as saying, 'Fhe SWAT team is
for the living and the walking.’ ™

Angela Sanders could not be reached
Tuesday.

Staft writers Mark E.
Nicholson and The Ne
contributed io this repo

do.”
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The Westminster police officer
who criticized the Jefferson Counly
SWAT team for what he called a
“pathetic” response to the April 20
massacre at Columbine High Schoc)
has been placed on non-disciplinary
administralive leave.

"It’s not heing implied that he did
anything wrong."” Westminster po-
lice spokesman Dan Maver said.
*This is generally done until (supor-
visurs) decide what they wanl to

Officer Randy Patriek. who de-
clined comment Tuesday, will he
paid during the indefinite leave,
Meyer said. He said he didn't know
whether Patrick requested the leave
or if it was imposed.

On Friday, Patrick lold a Denver
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Crtical officer placed on leave

By Kirk Mitchel
Denver Post Statf Writer

Post reporter it was “pathetic” to
see SWAT officers stationed‘butside
the school with shields and,boedy ar-
mor while seniors Eric Harris, 18,
and Dylan Klebold, 17, finished

their bloody rarnpage.

drew his criticism Monday

pervisors.

Randy’s feelings now are that

¢0's actions were appropriate under
the circumstances,” Montgomery
said Monday. "His perceplions are

different today than they were
day.”

lice Depariment for 12 years.

But Westmninster Police Chief
Dan Monigomery said Patrick with-

meeting with the chief and two su-

“Given some additional faects,

Patrick, a field training officer,
has been with the Westminster Po-

after
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Lance Kirklin, 16, shown at a
much happier moment, is now
fighting o recover,

Teenager hit
in left jaw
on the mend

By Cindy Brovsky
Denver Past Statf Writer

Columbine High School sophomore
Lance Kirklin still can’t speak ar
breath on his own, but he can give ther-
apists the thumbs-down sign when the
pain gets unbearable, his doctors said
Tuesday.

Kirklin, 16, suffered four injuries in
last week's shooting — including a life-
threatening, point-biank blast to his
left jaw and another shot that severed
an artery in his leg.

The teenager easily could have bled
to death from the injuries, said Dr. Ste-
phen Batuello of Denver Health Medi-
cal Center, who reconstructed Kirklin's
left jaw.

“The emergency room lilerally sav-
ed kim,” Batuello said.

Kirklin has endergone five surgeries
with nearly 30 surgeons. A bullet is stil}
lodged behind his left knee, and there
are shotgun pellets in his chest.

“Considering his injuries, Lance is
making a remarkable, rapid recovery,”
said Dr. Earnest Moore, chief of sur-
gery and trauma service at the hospi-
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But Moore cautioned that Kirklin re-
mains in critical condition, He has had
fiuid in his lungs, and reconstructive
Ssurgery om itis jaw could take as long
as two years to complete.

Still, the doctors are optimistic that
Kirklin will recover. On Tuesday, ther-
apists began working with Kirklin as
he Jay in hed to rehabilitate his jeg in-
jury.

Dr. Wade Smith said the leenager
gives iis therapists the thumps-up or
thumbs-down sign when doing the exer-
cises.

“Like all good teenagers, he gives us
a sign if there is displeasure where we
are poking him,” Smith said.

The doctors said they are outraged
by the Columbine High tragedy.

"My greatest emotion this week is
anger that this happened,” said Moore,
the father of two teenage sons.

Smith initially didn’t know the vic-
Llims coming to Denver Health were
part of a high school shooting.

“It looked like a terrorist attack,”
Smith said.

Many students have left messages
for Kirklin in a guest book provided by
the family.

“Lance has worked hard to over-
come adversity,” said a statement
from his parents, Dawn and Mike, and
sister, Amanda. “Though he is unable
to speak at this time due to the nature
of his injuries, he has indicated tremen-
dous sadness and concern for the others
affected by this tragedy.”

“We know that Lance has many chal-
lenges to address, and we count on and
ask for your continued prayers and

support in the months ahead for all stu-

dents and families affected.”

Those who wish to help the family
can send contributions to: The Lance
Kirklin Fund, FirstBank of Arapahoe
County, P.O. Box 2297, Littleton, Coia.
BOIBE.
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bombs suggest rampage carefully

planned

By Gary Gerhardt
News Staff Weiter

The Columbine High School
killers planned carefully for last
week's shooting and bombing
rampage.

Their preparations even went
down to wearing abrasive striker
patches so they coudd ignite match
head fuses on their pipe bumbs
with a stroke of the arm.

More than 50 homemade
bombs, some powerful and sophis-
ticated, others crude and simplc,
exploded Or were recovered in the
mvestzgat:on

S P ikl By

“They may have been crude in
some ways, but I saw one that
blew a hole clear through a wall in
the library,” Spence said.

When authorities realized ex-
plusive devices were being used,
as well as guns, members of the
Arapahoe County, Jefferson Coun-
ty and Denver Police D(..pdl tment
bomb squads formed a single unit
to sweep through the building and
neutralize the unexploded de-
Vices.

Details of how the bombs were
made and what explosives or
shrapnel they contained haven't
been disclosed, byt it's beheved

-m-atowpceunde ¥ winpkapials lo

hoe County Sheriff’'s Departmeni
said the bembs were made of car-
bon dioxide canisters, galvanized
pipe or metal propane bottles.

Many, he said, were primed by
matches stuck in one end of the
pipes. Eric Harris and Dylan Kle-
hold lighted the matches by rub-
bing the heads over striker strips
as they walked through the cam-
pus.

Some of the bombs were more
sophisticated, equipped with tim-
ing devices, such as one in 2 back-
pack that exploded near Seuth
Wadsworth Boulevard and Ken
Caryl Avenue as a diversion min-

utpqBtimpes(he;

gally purchased at hardware
stores.

“Our bomb squad responds on
60 to 70 calls a year on the aver-
age,” Spence saig.

“Some are only suspicious
packages, but a number are pipe
bumbs because they are so easy to
make.”

1t’s believed Harris and Klehold
may have learned bomb making
from the Internet, where rather
simple and inexpensive methods
can be easily obtained.

A quick search uncovered one

site that gives an eight-page menu -
. of explosive devices that cap be

.mitclt.~
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Whether Harris and - Klebold
were associated with other known
hombers in the metro area hasn't
been established, but Littlé?on
police spokesman Dan Stocking
said it isn't believed the pair knew
a youth who blew up a footbridge
in South Platte River Park last
May. )

“It was a teen-ager in the neigh-
borhood and we got consent (o
search his home and found anoth-
er pipe homb in the closet,” Stock-
ing said.

That bomb was 16 inches long
with- aheut - 200 cement -naijs and

ball bearings around the explosive
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Critically injure
teen fights back

Lance Kirklin ‘remarkable; doctors say Gustcason

By April M. Washington

News Sl Wriker

Lance Kirklin is the closest thing toa
miracle his team of surgeons has seen tn
years,

The Columbine High Schoot sophemore
arrived at Denver Health Medical Center
last week bleeding from five wounds in his
face, ches! and legs.

Lance, 16, has since made a remarkable
recovery, his doctors said Taesday during
an afternoon news conference at the hospi-
1al.

“One of the characteristics that linked
all the victims was multiple gunshot
wounds, and Lance typified that ke no
other,” said Ernest E.
Moore, chief of surgery
and trawna service at Den-
ver Health.

"He has been a remark-
able and courageous
patient,”

Meore cautioned that
Lance’s condition remains
critical.

Mike and Dawn Kirklin,
the teen's parenis, released a statement
Tuesday expressing their gratitude.

“We know Lance has many challenges
to address,” the Kirklins said. *“And we
count on and ask for your continued
prayers and support in the months ahead.”

Lance. who loves fishing and hiking, was
one of the most severely injured among
the 23 victims wounded after two teen-age
gunmen attacked Columbine last week,
doctors said.

Lance has undergone about 28 hours of
surgery. More than 30 surgeons have
spent three days reconstructing his jaw
and right and left legs.

“He s fortunate.” said Dr. Stephen G.
Batuello, who performed surgery Saturday
1o reconstruct the Jeft side of Lance's jaw.
“Had the bullet to his face traveled 2
centimeters n either direction, he mav not
have made it.”

The left side of Lance’s jawhone was
shattered after he was shot point-blank
with a 12-gauge shotgun, doctors said.

Two 9 mm slugs shattered the femur in
his right leg into 20 pieces and hit a majoy

Kirklin

Dr. Stephen Batuello, who performed
jaw reconstruction surgery on Lance
Kirklin, points to X-rays of the injuries
on Tuesday.

blood vessel. Bullets struck his left leg and
hit him in the chest, piercing his fung,
causing fluid buildup.

Three pellets remain lodged in the
teen's heart. His throat remains swollen
and he's unable to speak.

Doctors inserted tubes in his threat to
assist his breathing, his surgeons said.

“He'salert and able to r_ﬂmmumt -ate by
moving his thumb up or down,” said [r.
]Wade R. Smuth, who operated on his right
€g

Rehabilitation and further reconstruc-
tive surgery of his face could take up to
two years, Batuello said.

“It's a testamen to his wm to fight
through this type of injury,” he saié.
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SWAT teams face

new kind

Squads trained to defuse
drawn-out hostage situations

By Timothy Egan
The New Yirk ones

SEATTLE — After a decade of the largest
builldup ever of special weapons squads by
American pohice departments, the siege at
Columbine High School has shown many
officers a new kind of domestic terror —
and one that tests the limits of training and
tactics.

Shoaters spraying people indiscriminately
and setting off hombs 1 a school are not what
most SWAT teams are trained for. While the
use of the teams — SWAT is an acronym for
special weapons .and lactics —— has grow
nearly tenfold, the units have primarily bee
used for drug raids and hostage situations.

At Columbine, the SWAT team follower
standard procedure by moving very deliber
ately — and on live television, seemingly
extremely slowly — prompting criticisn
that more lives could have been saved |
they had moved more quickly.

The Calorado police dispute that conten
tion. But in the wake of at least a half-doze:
muitiple-victim school shootings in the pas:
18 months, some SWAT units have changes
their planning. For these agencies, the stu.
dent with an arsenal is now considered »
more likely threat than an outside terrorist.

“"We've got hlueprints now of every sin-
gle school in this county, which we kee
instde the SWAT vehicles,” said Maj. Steve
ljames, who hecads a SWAT onit for the
Springfield, Mo., Police Department.
“We're prepaning for this very thing 1o hap-
pen. We're traiping other jurisdictions in
this. And when it does happen, we are ready
to go,"”

Most SWAT teans are trained to follow a
deliberate process, usually establishing a
perimeter of officers around a site, then tak-
ing steps to free people held hostage, as was

done in Colorado.

The violence at Columbine, which left 15
people dead, presented officers with what
they call an “‘active shaoter,” someonie wha
is 1ot holed up but is on z killing offensive.
Time, uswally an afly of 2 SWAT team,
works against them in such 2 case becauge
the shooter is trying to kill as many people
as possible.
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wors}_-case SWAT scenario of the century,”

had to wing it at Columbine

said Larry Glick, executive director of the ingexine.
National Tactical Officers Association,
which provides training for hundreds of
police agencies. fjames, who teaches SWAT
tactics to officers from around the country,
said one of the lessons of the Columbine
sheoting is that elite police umits should be
trained in new strategies.

“Surrounding a school may not be the  “Whep o . )
best thing to do,” ljames said. “The goal after pe:oplyteO 2thf§df.gft_mve ihooter going
should be to take out the hostage-taker.” plan.” he said, “that's t:omd I5 toi)tt(‘;—‘f? il

Steve Davis, a spokesman for the Jeffer- than your lyp'ica] harricad p g ely different
son sheniff's office, said SWAT members tpp ¢ hostage situa-
from at least foar different police jutisdic-
tions were able ta surround the school. pre-

S e ST

vent the 'shooters from escaping, and saved

' ; : . »
many hives by quickly moving police officers
inside.

Four elements — two aclive shoafers,

numerous deaths and injuries, hundreds of
bystanders and a sprawling location — com-
bined to make Columbine a SWAT upnit’s
worst nightmare, Glick said.

“The question is: Why ddn’t SWAT
move in faster?” Glick said. “If | was a par-
ent at that school, with my child inside, I'd
be asking the same thing. But | think you
have to give the police in Colorado credit.
1t’s a wonder they did as well as they did.”

Attorney General Janet Reno, asked
about the police response, praised the in-
vestigation but did not elaborate on SWAT
detarls.

David Klinger, a former Los Angeles
police officer who is a professor at the Uni-
versity of Houston and studies SWAT
teams, gave qualified praise to the Colorado
police. “'Clearty, what they had was a dy-
namic event where SWAT had to go in and
do what they don’t ke to do — respond
quickly without getting all the information,”
he said. “In this situation, officers need to Ly}
ralchet things up and respond a lot more .t ‘
quickly than they normatly wouid.” . '

The tactical officers association has :
traired members of the Littleton and the Y R
Jefferson County SWAT teams involved in
the Colorada case. The association director,
Glick, defended their actions. “When you
see these people at Columbine called cow-
ards — that just turns my stomach,” he
said. But he added that the Columbine

shootings were likely to prompl changes in A iy PSR ___o%gé

how the teams are trained. £ Pal 4
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Hal Swe:zlevNews Siaff Photographer

SWAT ieam members prepare to enter Columbine High School in Jefferson County
April 20 after twa students went an a deadly shooting rampage at the school.
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Denver Rocky Mountain News

! ByBerm Morson
\au s et Writer

A Jeiferson County magistrate
says he was fooled by Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold when they ap-
peared before him more than a
vear ago on charges of breaking
into a car.

“They were, ‘Yes, your honor,
no, your honor,” " Magistrate John
DeVita recalled Tuesday of the
appearance by the pair on March
25,1998.

The two were allowed to enter
juvenile diversion, a program in
which charges are dropped in
return for participation in anger

managernent classes, community
service and drug testing.

DeVita said he was so con-
cerned about his connection to the
case that he listened to tapes of his
courttoom exchanges with Kle-
hold and Harris.

I have to make a determina-
tion, for my own satisfaction and
my own peace of mind — if |
missed something | missed some-
thing,” he said of his reason for
reviewing the tapes Monday.

But DeVita said he came across

o “red flags” in the five-minute
exchanges.

wiched amid two dozen or more
iases considered maore sernous.

They were sand-.
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| Teen gunmen had hlm fooled maglstrate says

Both teens were accompanied
by their fathers.

DeVitla said he considers him-
self good at judging kids, usually
by their attitude. This time, he
thinks he was fooled.

“Looks like it,” he said. “When
I'm fooled in other cases, [ get a
second bite at the apple. The more
times | sec a juvenile, the more
likely I am to hit them on the
head.”

DeVila, who Hives in the Colum-
bine neighborhood, said the
evenlts of the past week "t pretty
close to hume.” His daughter goes
to Chatfield High School, but
friends had children at ColumBine.
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Trench Coats

proliferate
on the Web

By Lisa Gmm Everitt
News Staff Waiter

More than a dozen vanations on
the phrase “Trench Coat Mafia™
have been registered as knternet
domains by Network Solutions
Inc.

The names began flooding in
the day of the Columbine shool-
ing, said the domain name registry
in Herndon, Va.

It's not unusual for cyber-spec-
ulators to snatch up domain names
related to current events,

Knowing that, fose Troche, who
OWns a paging company south of
Boston, said he registered trench-
coatmafia.net and .org to keep oth-
ers from using them.

Troche's database listing says
“domain name for sale,” but he
said Tuesday that applies to some
of the other domains he owns —
not these.

“First, I'm a minority,” he said.
“Second, I'm a father. I don’t want
my chiidren to get on the Internet
and see that kind of garbage. No-
hody’s going to make any money

off of this.”

Troche said he’s been offered as

much as $60,000 for the name.

Early reports that the Colum-

bine suspects published hate ma-
terial on the Web led thousands to
search for those pages last week.

This was not good news lor The
Trenchcoats, a Scattle-based &
cappella singing group whose Web
address i1s www.trenchcoats.com.

Its stte carries a prominent mes-
sage: “We are not affihated with
the tragedy in Colorado.™

Nor was it good news for Impact
Productions, a Florida adult con-
tlent provider that took down its X-
rated pictures after media reporis
that the Columbine suspects were
connected to www.trench-
coat.com.

In a note posted Tuesday, owner
James Miles reiterated that he had
nothing to do with last Tuesday's
events, but unlinked the erntic
material because so many children
were visiling the site.
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Youths claimed theft =

from van was their
first crime

Jefco magistrate
questioned two
during 98 plea

By Howard Pankratz
Denver Post Legal Allars Wree-

Thirteen months before they kill-
ed I3 people ut Columbine High
School. Eric Harris and Dylan Kle-
bold tried to convinee a skeplical
magistrate they were first-time
criminals and would stay oul of
trauble in the future.

Wayne Harris and Thomas Kle-
bold, the fathers of the two teenag-
ers, were equally adamant during
the Match 25, 1998, appearance be-
fore Jellerson County Magistrate
Jehn A. DeVita. The lalhers said
getting caught breaking into a van
in Deer Creek Canyon and stealing
some tools didn't mean their boys
were hardened criminals.

“We think this was the first
time,” Wayne Harris said on newly
released tapes of the juvenile court
hearing. “We are glad he got
caught the first time. We haven't
had any indication of any other pri-
or problems.”

Thomas Klebold said the inei-
dent — in which the youths took
tools and electronic equipment
from Lhe van — was a ‘‘rather

traumatic experience.”

But “it's probably a good experi-
ence that he did get caught the first
time. And as far as | can tell, this
was the firsl time,” Thomas Kle-
bold said.

DeVita particularly grilted Har-
ris, then a Columnbine junior. When
Harris said it was lhe first time he
had done anything illegal, DeVita
responded: “Why don’t I believe
that?”

“First time out of the box and
you get caught! | don't believe it,”
DeVita said. “And if 1 did helieve
it, then you gol to think real seri-
ausly about getting another line of
income, hecause you have no fu-
ture as a thief. s a real rare oc-
currence when somebody gels
canght the first time.”

Both teens pleaded guilty to |

first-degree criminal trespass,
theft and criminal mischief at the
hearing for the Jan. 30, 1993,
break-in and theft.

The pleas were part of a deal
with the Jefferson County district
attorney’s office. Under the agree-
ment, the two were pluced in the
L)As juvenile diversion program.

Successful completion of Lhe pro-

gram would resuft in the charges
being dropped and their recards
being wiped clean.

During the rext 11 months, the
iwo leenagers charmed their diver-
sion officers — even while they be-
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magistrate told him he had betlg;i_-

gan ploiting the worst school shool-
ing in U S. history. Al the end of the
massacre, Harris and Klebold kill-
ed themselves.

DeVita said he reviewed the
tapes and the court files on the
case to see il be had missed any
“red flags.” Bul he said thal one
{0-minuie hearing in March 1993
was the only contact he had with
Harris and Klebold.

When he first heard their names

after the massacre, DeVita didn't
recognize them. HWis review of the
tapes showed that neither was bel-
ligerent. They acted appropriately,
were there with their fathers and
were very polite, with Harris re-
peatedly calling him “Your Hon-
or.

‘There were simply no clues to
the hrewing bloodshed, DeVita
said.

Al the time, DeVita recalled, he

was pleased that Diarris was vyork-
ing at a pizza shop and that his fa-
iher had imposed Lough curfews on
him.

PeVita was mare concerned
about Klebold, whese grades were
in the C tv B rang:.

“[ het you're an \ student il you
put the brain power Lo the paper
work,” said DeVite.

When Klebold wavered about his
ability to make good grades, the

shape up fast.

“You've got one year of school
left.” DeVita said. “When are you
gaing o get with the program?

“Look at your dad and make him
a proazise. You look him right in
the eye and you make him a prom-
ise about whatever you are going
to do to get the kind of grades you
are capable of”
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Crosses for Harris, |

Klebold join

By Tillie Fong
News Staff Writer

On top of a hill near Columbine High School,
15 crosses are aligned.

Two bear the names of Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebotd.

Those two crosses drew praise as well as ¢riti-
cism from the steady stream of mourners paving
respects.

Each of the crosses bears a name and photo-
graph, Flowers are strewn at their bases. No one
was able to say who erected the two new Cross-

es.
On both Eric Harris' and Dylan Klebold's

crosses, someone wrote “Hate breeds hate” and -

“] forgive you.”

On Klebold's cross was also the simple ques-
tion; "Why?"

A number of people stopped to read the say-
ings, with some adding their own.

Jean Carney. 79, of Denver wrote “May God
have mercy on your soul, Sorry we all failed you”
on Klchoid's cross,

“We allowed all this horrible violence on TV
and the movies,” he said. “The whole society
failed them . _ .. I'm glad to see they put some-
thing up for them.”

Others left notes at Klebold's cross.

One read: “For all those names unspoken and
faces unseen, you will never be forgotten and
vour death was not in vain,”’

Sharon Dunn, 43, of Littleton was glad to see
1larris' cross.

“It savs a lot ahout this community,” she said.
“The community is willing to embrace these
individuals. We are all affected. It's going to
affect so many people, and thereisn'ta hatred
held against anybody.”

See CROSSES on 12A

13 other
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“There is a lot of
is going to heal the community’

CROSSES from 44

Ske said it was unusual to see
this kind of tribute.

“How many other places would
allow this and not have it taken out
of the ground already?” she asked.
. "There is a lot of love here. This
15 going to heal the community.”

_ But not everyone liked the addi-
tions.

“Idan’t think it's right to have
the kiflers up here with the vic-
tims,” said Anna Whitcomb, 21, of
Denver. “Idon't think they should
be recognized. I think it does an
njustice,”

She wants the two crosses tak-
en down.

“Peogle come here to mourn
and to pay respect to the innocent
victims,” she said. “Dylanand
Eric were not the innocent.”

Jue Jostes, 15, of Denver knelt
before Harris’ cross and prayed.

“I1just pray that he will come to
God and not do stuff ke that,” he
said.

Melissa McBryde, 29, of Den-
ver wrote on Harris' cross: “He is
still God's child and is loved.”

“Even though he did a horrific
thing, God will forgive him,” she
said.

She approved of the crosses for
Harris and Klebold.

“They were hurt as much a8
anybaody else,” ;
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SWAT team blameless,
Sanders relative says

By Cindy Brovsky
Denver Post Stalt Wiiter

A relative of slain Columbine
High Scheol teacber Dave Sanders
said the Sanders family does not
believe he would have survived his
shotgun wounds if police SWAT
teams could have gotten inside the
school earlier.

“The end result would not have
been any different for David,” said
Sanders’ sister-in-law, Melody
Smith. "We pul the blame on the
two boys who did Lhe shooting, nat
on anyone else.”

Bul Smith said the family under-
stands why one of Sanders’ three
daughters. Angela, fashed cul at
police in a television interview
aired Wednesday. She was upsel
that police had forced twa students
who were helping her father after
ha was shot to leave him behind as
they evacuated the building.

For nearly ihree hours, the stu-
dents tried to stop the bleeding
Irom Sanders’ wounds by using
their clothes as tourniquets. The
boys ook family photographs from

" wallst and showed him the
pletures to keep him from going in-
to shock, South said.

“We were all angry at first, try-
ing to (ind someene to biame,”
Smith said. “Each of us will grieve
differently.”

The family has done several .
things to comfort the SWAT team.
The officers were invited Lo atiend
Sanders’ funeral Monday, Smith
said. This week, they hope to meet
with SWAT members who still have
questions themselves, she said.

“Some are having a hard time
thinking they should have done
more or gone in sooner,” Smith
safd, “We personally want to thank
them for what they did, The whole
community has to pull together
rather than puinting a finger "

Stmith alse asked the community
Lo slop questioning the "SWAT
team’s actions. “We just want ev-
eryone to siop badgering them,”
she said. “They're hurman. They did
the best they could in the situation
they were in.”

Smith is the older sister of Sand-
ers’ widow, Linda. The couple were
married [or about eight years.

“When I first met him, it was
like he had been part of our family
from Day 1" Smith recalled. "He |
treated my sister so wonderful.” 1
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Sanders’ (1

courage
remembered

Dave Sanders will not be forgot-
ten. He touched so many lives over
the last 25 vears as a coach and
teacher, perhaps none more impor-
tant than the students he saved
during some terrifying moments.

Survivers of the massacre at
Columbine High School last Tues-
day have made it clear — Sanders
died a hero.

Sanders, who was 47, will be rec-
ognized ip an annual award open to
Colorado high-school coaches, The
Denver Post will institute the first
Dave Sanders Colorade Coach pf
the Year Award in June. The Post
will present the award at ihe con-
clusion of each school year to the
coach who best exhibits Sanders’
courage and dedication te youths in
athletics.

The Sanders family has been no-
tified and welcomes the opportuni-
ty to keep his name associated with
Colorado high-school sports.

A Rebels coach and teacher for
25 years, Sanders was one of I}
victims shot ang killed April 20 at
Columbine in Jefferson County.
Most recently the Rebels head
coach of girls' baskeiball, Sanders,
a husiness teacher, also coached
softhall and track.

— Neil H. Deviin
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MASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH

)

By Mark Eddy

Denver Post Stafl Wrter

. The deafening screech of the fire alarms
owned out all other seunds as Denver SWAT
ficer Jamie Smith ducked through a front

~gdoor at Columbine High School.
k  Training called for the men to move quickly
toward the sound of people screaming and gun-
Mire because that's where the officers would be
peeded most, Smith said. But the overwhelming
Bnoise forced them to search every room as they
bmoved down the haliway.
¢ “Upon entering the building we never heard
hany shots, and I believe it's due to the noise of
he fire alarm,” Smith said Wednesday in his
gfirst interview since the April 20 massacre. “It
Swas preity much impossible to hear anything.”
? The scene inside the school was chaes, said
BSmith, who led the ficst SWAT team into the
wschool within 30 minutes of the first 911 call for
Pheip as Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Kiebold, 17,
Ncarried out the carnage.
b ““There were backpacks lying everywhere,
fthere were shoes that kids had run out of. There
were open doors, there were tables tipped over.
B)esks and chairs that were tipped over. We
flidn't know where they were, and we had lo
gearch every classroom we went by to make
bpure they weren't in there hiding with more hos-
nges.”
% They'd been told they were searching for lwo
six gunmen possibly with body armor and
dressed like SWAT teams, he said. Because
$Smith, who had been at home a mile away doing
ardwork, and several of his men were wearing
j , they were concerned they would be mis-
staken for the shooters and fired upon by pelice.
They moved from roum to room, leoking for
youe ihey could evacuate while always keep-
.- watch for genmen Lhey didn't even know if
,\‘.hey d be able to identify.
» “One guy would hold the hali with his gun, the

Deafening fire alarm slowed search

Denver Posl lile phoio / Shaun Stantey

SWAT officers move toward Columbine High after shooting began at the school April 20.

next guy would duck in the classeoom behind
him, run the walls, look under all Lhe desks and
behind the teachers’ main desk and the closets,
lhen come right back out and get ready lo do
the nexi ene. We leapfrogged down the hall try-
ing Lo elear as many rooms as we could ™

Some doors they enuldnt open so they peered
through windows, knowing they. were targets if
a4 gunman was inside. They used iables as
makeshifi baticring rams Lo enter other rooms.
They freed four adults in the three-plus hours
they spent in the sehool but didn’t find any stu-
dents or the gunmen. _; |

et

iﬁ‘ - "*—L—'———F—'—'—',C had

Many of the rooms showed evidence the
shooters had been there, Smith said.

“They shut up compuler screens. There were
a fot of bullet holes around the school, a lot of
shells droppet on the floor. ... T think they
were running around lhe schoo! freely until they
saw us coming up behind the fire truck.”

Although Smith said he believes he amf his
team did everything in their power to save
lives, the fact that people died is a heavy bur-
den, and his thoughts are clouded with doubl.

[ think we did as much as we could as fast as
we colld, but we'll probably never know.”
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MASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH

Tough situation
greeted SWAT

team, officer says

By Mark Eddy
Denver Post Staft Weler

In the week since the Columbine
High School massacre, the respond-
ing SWAYT teams have faced criti-
cism from students. other oflicers
and the public for supposedly not
acting fast enough.

Bul SWAT ofticers nationwide
say it's impaossible for the public to
Know what was being done, and one
of the first officers at the scene
said he and his team were in the

“sehoo] within 30 minutes of the
first shots,

“I didn't even take the time to
change clothes, I just threw on a
bulleiproof vest, a iactical vest,
my helmet and my gun,” said Den-
ver SWAT officer Jamie Smith.
Smith was enjoying a day off mow-
‘ing his [awn about a mile from the
school when a neighbor told him
about the shooting.

SWAT teams spend most of their
‘time knocking down doors during

. firug busts and dealing with one or
- twe gunmen barricaded in a house.

““But they also frain for siluations

. where they must enter quickly and
hunt down suspects wha are killing
hostages, Smith and sthers said,

“We call them shooting sprees
when the suspect is in there taking
lives and you don't have time to
formulate a plan, you don't have
- time f0 wail tor the equipment van
to get there.” Smith said “It'« just
chaos.”

Smith and his pariners — Ken
‘Overman, Ross Maonahan, Vark
Lewis and Tony lacovetta —

- .Mmoved from room te room through

. -the school looking for what they

* .were lold were 1wo 1o six shooters

:who mav or may nat be students,

* he said.

Las - e
R Bl
L‘,_,f“

“Qur philosophy is if we can stop
the killing of lives right now, we do
‘it,” Smith said. “Typically we take
“the first few oificers on scene, we
don't wait for an entire team, and
we become the aggressors. We go
.in, we listen for the sounds of the
-shooting, lhe screams, Lhe chaos
“and we try to track down whocv-
fer's doipg this."
~+ But listening at Columbine was
rearly impossible, he said, because
of the blaring fire alarm. ~
+ “The alarm was 50 loud that you
couldn't hear any gunshois, you
"equidn’t hear any screaming,” he
faid. “We couldn’t direct our ef-
- forts to any part of the building be-
Scause we dign't know where they
were. So the taclics we normally
would do in this case were defeated
by the noise. At that point we pret-
ty much had to search every class-
room we went by."”

Nothing at Columbine worked in
the officers’ favor, said Larry
Glick, director of the National Tac-

~tical Officers Association.

"“That incident ig Denver . . .
was iruly the worst-case scenario
ever encountered by SWAT.” he
said,

The combination of an unknown
number of unidentified shooters
maving through a large buiiding
with lots of kids being shol or heid
hostage created somethirg nn
SWAT team ever wants to face. he
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We call them shooting
sprees when the suspect
is in there taking lives
and you don't have
time to formulate a

plan.
’ ’

Jamie Smith
Denver SWAT officer

said.

Glick, who watched live televi-
sion reporis of the shootings, said
il's understandable that the public
feels the SWAT officers didn't
maove in fast enough.

“T watched the first 30 minutes
af the live broadcasl and even my
emotions started to rise, wanting
to know why it appeared we
weren'l doing more,” he said.

Buit he called officers he knew in
Jefferson Caunly and was toid
SWAT teams already were in the
building.

Some relatives of Dave Sanders,
a teacher who bled to deatk as
SWAT teams moved through the
school, and studen(s who trjed to
help him have criticized police be-

cause they took students oyt first
and then carried oul (he injured
leacher.

£ - ! - v #
()G S0y

But the main job at that point is
to get uninjured people to safety
and then tend to the wounded,
Giick said.

The tactical organization is re-
viewing the response at Columbiny
as well as the command, contri
and commuaications at the scene,

, Glick said.

“The siluation where you have
an active shooler with a number of
potential victims, we've only expe-
rienced that now with the recent
sheotings al schools over the last
three or four years — vet tactical
leams have always trained” for
that scenario.

Because of durable construction
and complex layout, and because
they fouse lurge numbers of stu-
dents, schonts are ideal for mani-
acs determined to cause as much
death and destruction as possible,
said Major Steve Ijames, head of a
SWAT unit in the’Springlield, Mo.

“You really can’t pick a better
place ihan a school,” Tjames said,

In the aftermath of the Colum-
bine stanghter, Denver police sent
officers to every high schoo! to fa-
miliarize themselves with the fay-
out and asked for blueprints of all
the schoois, Smith said,

ljames sait) SWAT teams around
the counfry had better prepare
themsetves for more school at-
tacks.

They'd “better sit down with pen
and paper and figure oul a way to
counter that type of thing if it hap-
pens,” he said.

Mark Eddy's e-mail address [s -

wmarkeddy@aol.com.
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Two students who were wounded
at Columbine High School last week
were released from hospitals
Wednesday.

Lisa Kreutz, 18, suffered multiple
gunshat wounds to her body in the
tragedy. She spent more than a -
week at Denver Health Medical Cen-’
ter and was allowed to go home
Wednesday afternoon. -

Michae!l Johnson, a 15-year-old - '
who also was shot, was released
from Centura St. Anthony Central
Hospital around 10:15 a.m. Hospitat . - i
spokeswoman Bev Lilly said ne was -
in good condition. e

“He's made great progress, and
I'm sure going home will allow himto .
continue his healing,'” Lilly said. '

Here are the conditions of the oth- ™~
ers who were injured: -

B At Swedish Medical Center 1

Richard Castaldo. 17, five gunshot -
wounds to the chest, back and arm. - v
Candition: fair. 1

Sean Graves, 15, one gunshot ‘
wound to the back, three to the ab- - 4
domen. Condition: tair. o

Anne Marie Hochhalter, 17, single +
gunshot wound to the chest. Condi- .-
tion: Serious. T

8 At Denver Health Medical Cen- - -{
ter ‘

Lance Kirklin, 16, multiple gunshot *
wounds to the face, chestand legs. -~ 1
Gondition: critical. ol

@ At Craig Hospital e

Patrick Ireland, 17, gunshaot Y
wounds to the head. Condition: fair. ~ « .

B At Presbytetian-St. Luke’s B
Medical Center e

Kasey Ruegsegger. 17, gunshot
wounds to the shoulder and hand. =+ .
Condition: fair. et

& At University Hospitat et

Mark Taylor, 16, gunshot wounds " -
to the arm,. body and legs. Condition: '«
good T

M Treated and released

Brian Anderson, Jennifer Doyle,
Stephen Austin Eubanks, Nicholas -
Foss, Makai Hall, Joyce Jankowski, «7
Mark Kintgen, Adam Kyler, Stephan- -
ie Munson, Patricia Nielsen, Nicole
Nowlen, Jeanna Park, Valeen W
Schnurr, Danny Steepleton. SN

FAMILY
ASSISTANCE

B United Airlines is offering dis-
count tickets and dedicated custom-
er-service assistance for immediate
family members, students and faculty-
alfected by the shooting. The special” ~ |
discounted fares are available be-  *
tween Denver and more than 100 cit-
ies served by United and United Ex-
press.

The fuily refundable tickets are val- '
id through May 31. For more informa-
tion, cait 1-500-841-0460.

W Denver International Airport is
offering transportation help for family
members and friends arriving on ’
flights during the next several days. |
Transportation is being provided free
or at reduced rates by several rental- _
car and ground-transportation com- '

panies at the airport. The DIA Colum-" .

bine Family and Friends Transporta- |
tion Hotline is 303-342-2287, or .
outside Denver, 1-800-AIR-2-DEN,
ext. 2287. The hotline is open be-
tween Ba.m. and 6 p.m. MST.

For information on special rates:
call United Airlines, 1-800-841-0460;
for SuperShuttie, go to the Super-
Shuttie counter in DIA at level 5: for
Avis Rental special rates, call o
1-B00-557-6689. CA

B The Holtze Executive Village in
the Denver Tech Center is offering =
free rooms to out-of-town tamily and __
friends of the shaoting victims. Galt .
the hotei hotiine at 303-200-1218. -
Denver-area Super 8 Motels will also .. -
provide free rooms for families of vic-,
tims. Call the reservation line at
1-800-800-8000. B

N Local La Petite Academies are .
offering tree child-care services -
through Friday ta those directly at- -
fected by the tragedy. Contactthe ..
academy director at either of these . "«
two locations: 9994 W. Geddes Ave. = -«
at 303-978-9515 or 11550 W. Burgun-,
dy Ave. at 303-972-1998. o

M AAA Colorado will coordinate
travel arrangements tor family mem- i
bers returning to Golorado. Call
203-753-8800, ext. 8820, 8:30a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday ‘o Friday, 9 am.to. -
1 p.m. Saturday. .
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By Jason Blevins
Denver Post Statf Writer

Of the morc than 40 students
gathered in the Columbioe High
School library on April 20, 10 never
made it out alive.

Ope of them was Isaiah Shoels,
whose funeral today marks the fi-
nal burial for the victims of the
deadliest school sheoting in U.S.
history.

As Shoels is laid to rest, the li-
brary survivors contioue to grap-
ple with the warlike horror of
watching Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold taugh as they executed fel-
low students.

There is the audiotape of a 911
call from a frantic librarian. Wail-
ing alarms and gunshots are heard
as a woman, identified onty as Pai-
ticia, screams for help and begs
students to stay down.

There’s the video of 17-year-old
Patrick Ireiand. His body riddled
with gunshots, Ireland slowly
putled himseli through a shatiered
library window, dropping limply
from the second floor into the wait-
ing arms of police, The math-whiz
baskelbail player is in eritical con-
dition with three gunshot weunds to
his head.

There are reports from officers
on the bomb squad. Denver police
bomb squad officer Alex Woods Sr.,
the father of two Columbine gradu-
ates, was one of the first outsiders
1o view the carnage in the library.

“What I saw was death and de-
struction, ugliness and evil, pain
and sorrow,” he wrote in a cathar-
tic letter to The Denver Post. “But
in my mind { could alse visualize

M ASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH l%

- Terror won’
~ fade awav

Survivors of library killings paint 2 picture of Ho;‘rqr

what it was the kids were doing
prior fo this tragic event: home-
work, chatting about weekend
events, flirting. And what kids do.
It made me want to hug each one
of them as they lay there.”

And then there are the words
from survivors. Incoherent sobs
from some, strangely unemotional
accounts from others. But each sto-
ry details an unimaginable horror.

“They just took off their coats
and started shooting,” said Byron
Kirkland, a 15-year-old sophomore
who estimated about 45 students
were in the library. *1 thought it
was a joke.”

Time for math

Aaron Cohn, 13, spends his tunch
hour in the library, catching up on
math homework. It was about
11:20 a.m. when he loocked up from
his books to see a pipe crashing
through a window and exploding on
the floor. The freckied sophomaore
with 2 mouthful of braces lived
throagh a military ambush in kis
school’s library Lhat Tuesday.

“First they threw a pipe bomb
inte the library and then they said,
‘All the jorks stand up. We are go-
ing to kill you,” ™ he saijd.

“Nobody stood up.”

Cohn whirled around to a giri
standing behind him. His shirt was
labeled with sports logoes. Instinc-
Lively, the gir! jumped on top of
him, covering the shirt as they hud-
dled under a desk.

That girl, Bree Pasquale, a ju-
nior at the school, shook and
sobbed as she retold her tale out-
side the school Tuesday afternoon.
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Although she was unscathed, her
clothes were splattered with blood.

“QOne of them pul a gun in my
face, to my head, and asked me if 1
wanted to die,” she said, adding
that one of the shoolers was wear-
ing a vest full of shotgun shells.
“He said he was doing this because
people were mean to him last
year.”

The impact of the schoolyard
taunts thai Harris and Klebold,
both seniors, reportedly said
prompted their massacre can he
measured by the pair’s demeanor
inside the library that day.

“It’s like they were having the
time of their lives,” Cohn said.
“They said they'd never had so
much fun,

“They talked about how long
they had been waiting to do this.
They'd shoot someone and then
start hooting and hellering "

Killers enjoyed themseives

“They were sick.” Kirkland said.
“They were geiting a big joy out of
this.”

One of Lhe shooters walked up to
a girl as she cowered under a desk,

“He leaned over and said ‘Peek-
aboo,” and he shot her i5 the neck,”
Kirkland saxd.

Cassie Bernajl, an 18-year-old
serdor known to bring her Bible to
school, was praying when one of
the killers asked her if she believed
in God. .

I heard her say yes, and then }
heard a shot,” Cohn said. She died.

Evan Todd, also a 15-year-old
sophomore, was hiding behind the
main library desk when the killers

S A

report.

SR LA Je T

. - [If’

I
-— =

g P
It

approached him.

“They ... pointed a gur at my
head and asked if I was a jock.
They said it’s vevenge time on
jocks for making us outcasts,”

“Todd said. “They were asking peo-

ple why they should let them live. 1
said 1 had no problem with them.
Obviously I was B.S.-ing for my
life, because obviously 1 have a big
problem with what they do.”

Shoels, a black senior athlete,
was hiding next to Cohn when Kle-
bold and Harris started their
bloody rampage. He remembers
the killers homing in on Shoels.

“I wasn't looking up, but I saw
the gun barrel pointed at my head,
They had just shot Isaiah llke three
{imes. They kept asking if he was
dead and then they'd shoot him
again in the head. ‘Is he dead?
‘No.” Boom. He was right next to
me. They said: ‘Look at that (kid’s)
brains. Cool.” ™ '

Both Cohn and Todd also said the
two killers spoke about using a
knife instead of a gun.

* ‘Maybe we should start knifing
people. That would be funner,” "
Todd said he heard one of the kill-
ers say.

After about 45 minutes in the li-
brary, Harris and Klebold returned
to the cafeteria. The students in the
library did not miss their opportu-
nify.

Cohn stepped over several bodies
before reaching the door and run-
ning.

Denver Post staff writers Apn
Schrader, Marilyn Robinson and
Diane Carmar contribated to this
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Poetry of death preceded stabbing

‘Goth’ teen servi
time for attempte
murder of his father

“Murder, murder, runs through my mind/
Gets all my theughts into a bind/

I want to kill, to take a life/

Not with a gun, but with a knife/

il cut his throat, it will be & thrill/

At first he'll suffer and then grow still/
Because I made my excellent kill.”

By Susan Greene
Denver Post Staff Writer

Fourteen-year-old Lakewood student David
Riddle wrole this poem, “My Excellent Kill,”

- months before he and a friend stabbed his fa-

ther, Cliff, and left him for dead.

David and his accomplice, Marilyn Morrison,
are serving time in state prison for attemnpled
murder in connection with the August 1997
stabbing.

Both Alameda High schoolers considered
themselves “Goths” — members of the dark
subculture with which last week's Columbine
High Schoo! killers, Eric Harris and Dylan Kle-
bold, are said te have been linked, at leasl pe-
ripberally.

“1 knew there was a problem beyond just my
son,” Cliff Riddle said of the Columbine ram-

page. “If my son had stiil been-at school, he
could have been one of those kids.

“People think it's never going to happen to
them,” he said. "But never say never.”

As Riddie telis it, David idolized shock-rocker
Marilyn Manson. He emulated Manson's dark
cloths, black trench coat and white face make-
u

-

And, Riddle said, his son was obsessed with
knives and death.

“My Exceltent Kill” is one of several of Da-
vid’s poems glorifying marder.

In another, “The Knife I Held," he wrote: “I
did not mean to stab the man/l needed to feel
blood on my hands/ . . . T got him straight in the
gut,/1 know, | know, you think I'm a nut."”

Before his stabbing, Riddle was aware of
such poems and of his soh’s macabre preoccy-
pations.

David had acted depressed and withdrawn.

He dropped out of school. He had been atrest-
ef.ld for a burglary. And he had atlempted sui-
cide.

Although father and son were attending fami-
ly therapy sessions before the stabbing, Riddle
said he “still sensed we were heading for disas-
ter.”

On Aug. 13, 1997, he arrived home from work
at a local car dealership and the two teens were
waiting for him with 8-inch butcher knives.
“Goodbye, Daddy-0,” they told him.

Then, Marilyn stabbed him in the back white
David stabbed him in the chest.

Both teens ran away and were arrested short-
ly theresiter.

Riddle managed to call for help. He was in-

[T =D 8T

jured in hi? spleen, diaphragm, liver, kidney and
lungs. He required 14 units of blood in two oper-
ations that night.

More than a year and a half later, Riddle
speaks of the incident “like a dream, a night-
mare.”

Being stabbed is one thing, but by your own
500 . . .

“He's a sick kid, what can I say?” he said
during an interview Wednesday in Lis Lake-
waood apartment.

Riddle has removed David’s photo from his
bilifold.

He twice has visited his son at Buena Vista
Correctionat Facility, where, now 16, he’s serv-
ing the second year of his 16-year sentence.

David could not be reached for comment
there Wednesday.

Riddle said that be still loves Davxd and has
forgiven him but thai “some dArk voice” still
makes his son “unable to fuily understand what
he did to me.”

Immediately after the stabbing, Riddle said,
he felt some responsibility for his son’s troubles.
He wondered if his divorce from David's mother
might explain things, er whether he just didn't
spend enough time with his son.

Finally, Riddle concluded David is “geneti-
cally predisposed” to violence and that, as a fa-
ther, *1 couldn’t-help this kid."”

And so, Riddle is considering suing bis keaith
insurance comnpany for “ignoring the signs” and
for not betier protecting him from his son.

“Ethically, they should have done some-
hing,” he said. “They should have seen I was in

danger.”
K
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Man gets lawyer
in sale of handgun

By David Olingef,
Peter G. Chronis
anxd Mike McPhee
Denver Post Staff Writers

Authorities believe they have
found the man they say sold a
banned handgun {o the leenagers
who killed 12 of their classmates
and a teacher last week al Colum-
bine High School.

Sources told The Denver Post on
Wednesday thal the gun seller has
retained a lawyer and wanls to ne-
gotiate the terms of his arrest re-
garding the sale of a semiautomat-
ic handgun te kilters Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold.

Call to sheriff's office

defferson County Sheri{f John
Stone confirmed that the lawyer
cailed his office Tuesday and was
put in touch with the lead investi-
gator on the case.

"“The aitorney has contacted us
and is trying to arrange a meet-
ing,"” Stone said Wednesday night.
“He just said he had a client. He
wanted to know if he could meet
with us and discuss the thing before
an arrest was made.”

Three of the four guns — two
shotguns and a rifle — used in the
April 20 attack were provided by
Klebold's prom date, 18-year-old
Robyn Anderson.

Anderson is considered a wit-
ness, not a suspect. because under
Coltorado law an 18-year-old with-
out a felony record can legally buy
rifles and shotguns and give them
to miners. Sheriff’s spokesman
Steve Davis called Aoderson an
“extremely important” witness be-
cause she may provide clues into
whether anyone else was ipvolved

in the worst school shooting in U.S.
history.

It's believed Anderson purchased
the guns in November or Decem-
ber at the Tanner Gun Show north
of Denver. The federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobaceco and Firearms has
requested records of all exhibitors
at the show since June, said owner
Jimmie Tanner.

Many of the vendors at gun
shows are not licensed dealers.
Those selling as collectors are not
required to keep records, and may
sell a rifle or shotgun to someone
under 18.

Tanner said he doesn't know how
many of the vendors at his shows
have federal firearms licenses.
Typically, between 100 and 150
vendors come to one of his gun
shows, displaying their wares on
800 eighi-foot tables.

Authorities believe Harris and
Klebold ended their deadly ram-
page by lurning their shotguns on
themselves.

The fourth gun, a TEC-DC%
semiautomatic, which can no lon-
ger be made in the United States,
[ollowed a circuitous rocte frem its
Miami manufacturer to the two
teenagers, The Post has learned.

Soid five years ago

Its maker, Intralec, sold it five
years ago, about the time the Bra-
dy Act banned further manufac-
lure of the company’s similar
TEC-8 and other assault weapan,
It was purchased by Zander Sport-
ing Guads, a flirearms wholesaler
in a small southern lllinois town,
which then sold it to a Federal

Please see SALE on 9A
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How a handgun usad in the

Columbine High School shootings
camne into Eric Haris' and Dylan

Klebold 3 posssssmn

months to a retait customer,

Tracking the TEC-9 |

3 Gun s shipped fo a metro Denver gunstore and sokl within the last 18
4 The gun is resokd to Harmis and Kiebold. '

Modified
version of the

= TEC-9,a
semi-automalic, 9mm
paramiiitary style with
a 36-shot magazine.

1 Gun is manufactured by
Intertec Firearms of
Miami in 1994,

distributor n Baldmn .

Cops close in

on gun seller
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‘Banned gun’s
seller found,
sources say

SALE from Page 1A

Heights gun store called Just Guns.
The owner of the now-closed store
said he then turned the pistol aver
to an associate to sell on consign-
ment at a Celorado gun show.

Where the TEC-DC9 went next is

unclear. But ATF agents tracing
its path showed up Tuesday after-
noon at the prizza place where Har-
ris and Klebold worked. Sources
told The Post that a pizza delivery
driver may have introduced Harris
and Klebold o the seller of the
serniautomatic, now represented
by lawyer Robert Ransome.

Ransome denied that any of his
clients have been questioned by au-
thorities in relation to the Colum-
bine shootings. He declined Lo com-
nent further.

The pizza delivery driver could
not be reached for comment.

Harris, 18, and Kiebold, 17,
worked at a Blackjack Pizza in Lit-
tleton. Its owner, Christopher Lau,
described them as excellent em-
ployees who worked as cooks.

“We are cooperating with inves-
tigators in every way possible and
will continue to do 50,” Lau said. “I
have no comment on the questions
being asked by investigators.”

A manager of Blackjack Pizza
said several ATF agents inter-
viewed Blackjack employees Tues-
day afterpoon. ATF is tracing the
ownership of the guns, Sheriff
Stone said.

According to law enforcement
authorities, the seller of the TEC-
DC3 is most likely to be charged
with providing a handgun to a mi-
nor.

In this case, the federal charge
carries a much more lenient penal-
ty than the state charge.

Penalties differ

Under federal law, the crime is a
misdemeanor. Under state law, the
crime is a Class IV felony, which

carries a jail term of two to six’

years. IT it is sold under “aggravat-
ed conditions,” such as the seller
knowing it will be used in the com-
mission of a heinous crime, the
penalty can be 12 years in prison.

Meanwhile, sources said Harris,
whe was rejected by the Marine
Corps five days before the ram-
ppage, had been taking the prescrip-
tion drug Luvox. The Marine Corps
denied his application for enlist-
ment because he was laking the
medication and had lied about it in
an earlier screening interview.

Luvex is prescribed for obses-
sive-compulsive disorder and de-
pression. Although it is approved
by the FDA in the United States op-
ly for treating obsessive-compui-
sive disorder ir: children and ado-
lescents, it is widely used as an
antidepressant in Europe, accord-
ing to dactors.

The drug, which is among Lhe 10
most  preseribed psychotropic
drugs, is from a family similar to
that of Prozac. It works to make
more serolonin — a neurotrans-
milter chemical that kelps to regy-
tate mood and intrusive and repeti-
tive thoughts — available in the
brain,

Common side effects include in-
somnia, diarrhea and headache,
Luvex has more of a sedative ef-
fect on a patient than Prozac and
has not been associated with agita-
tion like Prozac.

If Luvox is suddenly stopped,
symploms quickly intensify and
the patient experiences a relapse
of the ilipess.

The Jefferson County coroner’s
office earlier this week reported
that no drugs or alcohol had been
found in the bodies of any of the 15
who died,

“Normally that means they
found no evidence of prescription
drugs or drugs of abuse, including

We are cooperating
with investigators in
every way possible.

Christopher Lau
Pizza shop owner

alcohol,” said Dr. Michael Dober-
sen, Arapahoe County coroner.

If Harris was on a psychiatric
medicine, Dobersen said it would
require special festing. The tests
can still be done if lthey weren't
done initially, he added.

In other developments Wednes-
day:

B Thirty-five investigators now
have more than 800 leads to foltow,
About 40 state and local evidence
technicians and investigators are
slill working inside Columbine
High School.

W A videotape retrieved from a
security camera in the cafeteria is
still being reviewed by authorities
in Quantico, Va., but Jefferson
County authorities doubl it wil)
identify any new suspects. Ed

B Investigators are checking
unexploded bombs and fragments
for fingerprints besides Harris' and
Klebold's, Stone said.

M Three men detained outside
Columbine during lasi weel’s ram-
page were questioned, but are not
considered suspects. The men,
dressed in camouflage pants and
wearing black coats, claimed they
heard reports of the shooting on the
radio and were just cyrious.

& Five pathologists who per-
formed autopsies on the 15 bodies
walked through the building
Wednesday with crime-scene and
ballistics experts.

“We met to try to piece together
what may have happened,” Dober-
sen said.

The trail of the TEC-DCY begins
in Miami, where Intratec made
thousands of semiautomatic pistols
just before the September 1994 ban
Sn assaull weapons took effect.
Zander Sporting Goods, a whole-
sale distributor in the tiny Hlinois
town of Baldwin, confirmed that
ATF called last week to ask about
a TEC-DCY it bad sold to a Colora-
do firearms dealer.

The buyer was a former Federal
Heights gun store, whose owner
said Wednesday that the semiauto-
matic the two youths used in the
Columbine High tragedy had ence
been his.

“It was my gun,” said Royce
Spain, who closed his store, Just
Guns, at 2695 W. 32nd Ave., No. 3,
about a year ago.

Sold by friend

Spain said he personally didn’{
sell the gun. “Semeone working for
me did,” he saj¢. The gun was sold
at a gun show by a friend, whom
Spain declined to identify.

“Wken you surrender your li-
cense, all the guns you have left
you have to transfer inio your own
flame,” Spain said. “T was net able
to s:ell them, so he sold them for
me."

Spain said be sold a lot of Inter-
tecs and they were a popuiar item,
although he said he is “not in favor
of assault weapons. | didn't like
some of the clientele who were
buying them:. They sort of pushed
e out of the gun business 1 do ba-
lieve there is a limit to what we
shoutd own. Who are You going to
be fighting — an army? We're in
America — not Yugoslavia.”

Denver Post staff writers Apn
Schrader apd Marilyn Robinson
coniributed to this report
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. By Jeff Kass
i Nrews Staff Writer

f Jefferson County deputies are in-
: vestigating whether cither of the

F Columbine High killers used keys w
; the schoal to smugale in bombs.
! Dylan Kleboid tald one studeni,

| who ssked to remain anonymous.
]‘ that lie obtained the keys while
! working on drama productions.

I Dramir teacher Susan Caruthers
i hd not recall giving the keys o Kle-
bold, and said 1t would have heen dif-
ficult for- him to make copies.

] TRAGEDY AT COI.IIMBINE

- | Deputies investigate whether
- | killers had keys to the school

|
|

Hugb M. Woads clerk Gary So-
well has told police he cupied se-
cunty keys for Harmis and Kle-
bold.

Caruthers said l\lebnld did the
sound for the production of Fran.
kenstein that was performed Hal-
loween weekend. J

She did not recall giving the
keys directly to Klehold but ac-
knowledged, “ICs difficult to re-
mcmbu whao had the keys ali the
time.”

Sraff Writer Lynn Bartels
contribited to this story,
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Boss: Teens were model employees

By Burt Hubbard
News Staff Writer

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
were model employees who
showed up for work as usual at
Blackjack Pizza four days before
their killing rampage at Colum-
bine High School, the outlet's
owner said Wednesday.

“Neither Klebold nor Harris
gave any indication that they were
capable of the horrific acts com-
mitted ‘at Columbine High
School,” owner Chris Lau and co-
manager Jason Secor said in a
written statement.

Harris and Kieboid were work-
ing at Blackjack Pizza, 6657 W
Ottawa Place, when Lau assumed

ownership March 8.

They worked three to five
nights a weeék starting at 4 to 5
p.m. and guitting between 8 and 9
p.m., Lau said.

Ther last shift was April 16.

“Harns and Kiebold performed
well in all the duties required by
their positions,” Lau said. “They
were never subject to any disci-
plinary action.”

He said they were cooks who |
also took takeout orders at the
caunter.

“They did not deliver pizzas at
any time,"” the statement said.

Biackjack Pizza and its employ-
ees are cooperating with investi-
gators.
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Harris told of
ambitionto Iow
‘up Columbine

P

Students say attacker was
i obsessed with explosives;
- investigators study tapes

By Hevin Vasgham, April M. Washington
and Aon Carmiaban

News Staff Writers

Eric Harris boasted to friends as long as
two years ago that he wanted to blow up
Columbine High School.

But none considered it anything more
than a teen-age fantasy — until Harris and
his friend, Dylan Klebold, stormed
Columbine last week with bombs, assault
weapons and shotguns.,

“Every once in a while, Eric would talk
about blowing up the school — but we all
talked about blowing up the school, or
‘going postal and shooting someone you're
mad at,” said Justin Preziodi, 20, who gradu-
ated from Columbine in 1997. “But youn
would never think someone would actuaily
doit.”

When the siege was over, Harris, Kle-
bold, 12 fellow students and a teacher lay
dead. Another 21 were injured.

Harris' obsession with explosives was a
frequent topic of his conversations with fel-
low students.

“He used to talk about how he found stuff
for bombs on the Internet,” said Stephanie
Hommel, a 17-year-old junior at Columbine.,
“No one tock him seriously.
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"He would talk about blowing up the
school.”

As a mare complete picture of Harns'
background emerged Wednesday, Jefferson
County sheriff's investigators also:

B Studied several videotapes, incl
one from the school cafeteria as the a
was in progress, and others showing Harris
and KIebold engaging in “Rambo-type
action.”

M Cleared three combat boot-clad teens
detained outside Columbme of involve-
ment.

A Linked the purchase of a third weapon
used by Klebold and Harris to Robyn
Anderson, 18, Klebold's date to the
Columbine prom three days before the as-
sault. Investigators earlier said that Ander-
son had bought two of the four guns used in
the assault.

& Sought to question a co-worker of Har-
ris and Klebold they believe helped the two
teen-agers acquire a semiautomatic assault
pistol they used at Columbine.

# Pursued more than 600 leads — some
considered very credible.

Investigators were still trying to deter-
mine the mind-set of Harris and Kiebold
hefore the assault. Sheriff John Stone said
Harris' parents and their attorney have
agreed to meet with District Attorney Dave
Thomas to answer questions.

Klebold's parents met with investigators
the day of the assault but have not been
mterviewed sifce.

Harnis’ fellow students saxd he was pre:
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occupied with bembs and war. He used vio-
lent themes in creative writing classes and
told classmate Rebecca Heins he was excit-
ed about the war in Kosovo, said the girl's
mother, Margaret Heins.

“He said if we went to war he'd bike to b
on the front lines so he could kill 2 lot o.
people,” she said.

Hams wrote “all about guns and vie-
lence,” but classrnates never thought it was
serious, she added.

“K kind of shocked me, too," Heins said,

“That would be a red flag to me.

Preziodi, who took a second-period Inter-
net class with Harris two years ago, said
Harris loved to play a video game called
Duke Nukem. In the game, each player tries
to kill as many people as possible.

Preziod: said Harris and Kiebold often
came into the video store in Southwest
Plaza where he worked. They favored vio-
lent martial-arts movies,  °

“1 know killing is wrong,!' said Preziodi,
who alsc enjoys violent action wmovies.
*“That stuff would never cross my mind. [
thought Eric and Dylan knew the differ-
ence, i00.”

Homme! said she usually heard Harris’

_violent talk in the school’s cafeteria. There,
* in the room he and Klebold tried to obliter-

ate with a large propane bomb, Harris tatked
about explosives and biowing up the school,
she said.

"I d always teil them that’s not funny,
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Authorities
investigate
videotapes

SCHOOL from 4A -
Homme! said. “in hindsight, if 1
ever hear anvhody talk about that
apain, | would go to an adult.”

Investigators have been busy
studying videotapes made by Har-
ris and Kiehald.

Sheriff Stone said at least one of
the videos shows Harris and Kle-
hold engaging in what he deseribed
as “Rumbo-type action.” He siad
he could not be more specifie.

A source close Lo the investia-
tion said the tape shows the two
performing what amounts {62 drv
run of (he Columbine assault.

At the same time, sheriff's dep-
uty Steve Davis said that three
teen-agers, detained outside Col-
umbine shortly after the shooting

Denver Rocky Mountain News

ctar®d, had been cleared as po-
tential suspects.

As recently as Tuesday, au-
tharilies were skeptical of the slo-
ry told by the three young men —
that they'd gone to Columbine af-
ter hearing news of the siege on
the radio. _

“Fhey are not suspects,” Diavis
said. _

Davis smd Wednesday that 1n-
vestigators had determined that
Anderson bought all three long
guns Klebold and Harris userl —
twn shotguns and a 9 mm semtau-
tomatic assault rifle. _

Davis termed her a “very im-
portant witness'” huf not a suspect.

“Digl she supply the weapons o
them with some idea of what they
were pianning to do with them?”

Davis asked. “That's still one of the
snajor things we want Lo find out.”

The one gun whose history was
still being raced was a TEC-DUY
semigutomatic pistol.

Stone said investigators believe
an employee of a Blackjack Puzza
outlet. where Harris and Klebold

“ ."(I( 114‘.
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worked, may have acted as a mid-
dleman who helped transfer the
pistol to the kitlers.

“Apparently somebody that
works at the Blackjack Pizza had
put one of the subjects in contact
with somebody who had the weap-
on,” Stone said.

The pizza worker could face
charges, Stone said.

Jason Secor, co-manager of the
Blackjack Pizza, said he doesn't
know anyvthing aboul the tecent
aliegations.

“A lot of rumors abound,” Secor
said. “We're right now working
with and oply talking to the ATE
and the FBL Tve heard other
claims similar to that, But I'm the
only manager who's been here for
the past seven weeks,”

Secor added: "I'm not sure
whom they're talking about and |
don’t know whal's really going on.
Buti's nt me.”

Among the issdaes being puc-
sued by detectives was Harris’
recent rejection by the Manine
Corps after recruiters discovered

he had a medical problem.

Harris, whose father is a retired
Air Foree officer, was told by 2
recruiter April 15 that be wasn'Lfil
for the corps. '

Harris had been taking the drug
Lavox, an antidepressant often
used to treat ohsessive-compul-
stve disorder, The New York Times
and Washington Post reported.

Lt. Jeff Sammons, a Marine
Corps spokesman, said a recruiter
went o Hars’ house April 153 and
met with the boy and his parents.

The parenis revealed that Eric
was taking medication for psychi-
atric problems — grounds for auta-
matic rejection by the Marines.

“His acceptance of nonaccep-
tance nto the Marine Corps |
don’t think has any beanng on
whal happened,” sherift's spokes-
iz Jun Parr said. “*But if he were

on medicatlion of not on medica-
tion. that would be part of it.”
Patents are warned that f Lu-
vox 1s combined with other drugs,
mnctuding alcohaol, it can cause ex-
treme agitalion progressing £o de-

lirium, coma and death.

An autopsy found no drugs or
alcohol in Harris™ body, but did nat
specily whether the coroner had
looked for Luvox.

A Wheat Ridge psyvehiatrist wlio
is an expert on obsessive compul-
sive disorders and depression said
it was unlikely that Luvox had any-
thing te de with Harris' behavior,

“Ii's not a klier drug,” said Dr.
Alan Ferger, who has prescribed it
for children and aduelts, “I's heen
given to mullions of Americans
appropriately.”

Harrs ence explained why he
wanted Lo join the Maripes,

“He said 1Us unlike here, where
they go for the lowest common
denomunator, bke the teachers
helping out the stupid lads,” sad
Brooks Brown. a Columbine scnior
who knew Harris well, “There,
they're going for 1he best."-

News stafl feriters Karcir Adbaff,
Lynn Bartets. Aun fmse, Tillie Fong
and M.E. Sprenpelmeyer contributed to
ihis report,
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Columbine senior ‘stunned’
by shootings, friend says

By Caria Crowder
News Steutf Writer

Why would Robyn Andersen buy three

guns?’

She was exceptionally bright, taking tough
classes such as calculus and Advanced Place-

ment English at Columbine High School.

She had a 4.0 grade-point average and was
in the runming to be Columbine’s valedictori-
an, said her best friend, Tiffany Burk, 18, a

Columbine senior.

And she was identified this week as the
gun-buying prom date of Dylan Klebold, 17.
He: and his pal Eric Harvis, 18, used the guns
to kill 13 people and themselves in the April
20 Columbine High School

killings.

and the guns.

Anderson

spokesman Steve Davis said.

Burk last spoke with Anderson on April 20,

just after the killings.

Anderson was e the school parking lot
when the shooting starled, possibly headed to
lunch, Burk said. Anderson told her friend she
spent the aftermath of the shoolings huddled

m her car for three hours,

“She was actually in the parking lot undei-
neath her car seat because she heard firing,

‘Burk said.

On Wednesday, authori-
ttes narrowed the connec-
tion between Anderson, 18,

"We have confirmed at
this pomnt that she did buy
three weapons, those being
the long puns — the two
shotguns and the rifle,” Jef-
fersun County Sheriff’s Department

Jr,j_b Ay /“Sk-‘}\r"f‘ .

{indicate page. name of
newspaper, city and state )
\

.

Anderson lives with her mom at the end of
a Jefferson County cul-te-sac. Her parents
are divorced and she has two older sisters,
vne a 1997 Columbine graduate who is now in
collepe.

Burk said Andersen and Kiebold were pals,
confidants. Their relationship was close, but
not romantie, she said.

“They were incredibly kind to ene another.
Dylan had tons and tons of respect for
Robyn,” Burk said. “She was someone whe
he confided in.”

Anderson and Klehold joined several cou-
ples i a limoustne for Columbine’s April 17
prom.

Anderson told her iriend they had a “won-
derful tme ... and Dylan was being a little
more chivalrous that night,” Burk said.

Burk, who's been close friends with Ander
son since the two met in freshman geomelry,
satd she cannot fathom that Anderson knew of
the deadly plans by Klebold and Harris when
she purchased the guns.

~ See GUNS on 32A

GUNS from 44

Thie shootings left her unbeliey-
ing, Burk said, )

“She was very shocked, com-
pletely stunned.”

She recalied Anderson and Kle-
bald joking around ahout how “the
jocks think they owned the
schoni.” )

Other students say Anderson is
shv but plessanl. Normal.

New that authorities have
named ner as the source of most of
the fiepuwer, she has vanished, .

So far, pobice say, she's 3 wit-
ness, not 2 suspect.

Supplying guns used in a kiling
is a violation of federal law. If (he

buyer knew the guns were 2Oy to
he used ma erime, it's 4 felony.

Agents from: the Bureay of Al-
conol, Tobacco and Firearms said
that federal and state prosecutors
would work to determine how 10
handle possibie charges aguinst
Anderson. hut nothing 1 firl.

Froubling guestions reinain
abeut how much Anderson knew,

In Columbime's senior class
phote, she and Kiebold have their
arms around each other's shouj-
ders, faughing waldly

_Stephanie Hommel, a Colum-
bine junior, was in German class
with Anderson and had shared het-
tei rooms with her during a class
trip Lo Munich in March.
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“She didn't sivike me gs g pur-
son who would go ot apd buy
guns.” Homimed sad. ’

Anderson and Homne joked
around a 1 on_the trip, (alked
aboul everyday stuff — [ike hoys.

John Savage, a Colimbine semor
who siarrowly escaped being shot
that day, also knew Anderson.

“She was always pretty nwee to
me,” Savage said.

"l don’t think she would have
bought them (the guns) if ghe
would have known what they were
gomgr:] tirbe used for,” Savape said.

¥?
"l don't think she hated Colum-
bine.”

Anderson's tnmother, Kay Ander.
501, teachus elementary school for
Littieton Public Schouls, spokes:'
__._Thursday, Aprit 29, 1999

Wtk [arls Lanalon sard,

Langton refused to wdentify the
school, on advice of an Attarney:

Neighbors of the Andersons say
she and hor mother had ived in
their home a year or two.

Residents mostly knew of the
family because patents of young L
children gat angry about leens,

especially bovs, specding in and e

out of Anderson’s drrveway. AN
Other than that, there was never . R

anything suspicious abow her, they -

said.

“She looks as normal as any
teen-ager, fong blond hair, what.
evet,” said a neighhor who asked ®1/0o.

not to be named, PR -D R~ 5y ‘W
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ln my opinion, it was over within 12 minutes
after I got there.”

Police accounts show
rampage ended before
noon, not long after
first shooting reports

By Lou ¥lzer and Steve Myers
Noas Sttt Wrtfers

The Columbine High School
kilfers were dead for three hours
hefore authorities stormed the |-
hrary wheve they [ay, the Jefferson
County Sheniff's Department said
Wednesday.

The department’s best estimate
15 that the shooting ended within
20 minutes of when it began at
11:2%7 am. April 20, sheriff's
spokesman Troy Gardalen sad.

“In my opimon, it was over
within 12 minotes after [ got
there.” said Deputy Paul Smoker,
whu was the second officer on the

4

Deputy Paul Smoker

second officer on the scene

Gunmen died within minutes

scene, armving several minutes
after the shooting began, He trad-
ed shots with one of the punmen.
Smoker said shooting from in-
side the school ended after police
fired en masse on the second floor
of the library,

l—lNSIDE where the
& Dac's kitlers  had

’ exnerence as taken shots at
cop saved rescue workers

. som's life/34A  § and police,

' Police

sccounts put
that shootout sometime  hefore
TOOTL
"It was quiet after that,” Smok-
er said. “The only shots vou heard
was covering fire we pul up for
SWAT members and paramedics
as thev came in and out of the
schoal.”
Within an hour of the first re-
ports of shooting, 56 officers were
n the school, Denver Lt Fraok

Conner said.

But clearing the building ook
much longer. Many students re-
mained hidden inside, and teacher
Dave Sanders [ay mortally wound-
ed.

Sherift's spokesrnen have said
the caution was prudent, Officers
did not know where the gunmen
were or how many booby-trapped
bombs they were facing.

They did not even know how
many gunmen there were and he-
lieved an ambush might have been
planned, he said.

"Realistically. we can’t assume
anything. because when you do,
that's when people die. Thats
when you make mistakes," Con-
ner said. “Just becausc there's no
gunfire, that deesn't neceésarily
mean they've kiled themselves,
Doesn’t necessarily meuan the
threat sull isp't there.”
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By Hevin Vaughan
Nenre Stk TEreetey

Some of the mavhem and
terrar wrought by the Colum-
bine High killers is revealed in
i avideotape from the cafeteria's
securty camera.

But the images do not depict
the wounding of any of the vic-
tims of Enc Harris' and 1)vlan
Klebold's April 20 rampage.
saidf 2 source close to the inves-
tigation.

The first section of the tape
shows teacher Dave Sanders
entering the crowded cafeteria,
whete he showted for students
to luke cover.

The tmages depict some of
' the panic, the source said, and
shows people flecing,

Moments Jlater, the twa
gunmen enter. The source
sard 1t's clear from the images
that it was Harris and Kle-
bold.

They set off explosives in
the cafeteria, and then they

Security videotape shows
terror inside cafeteria

turned their guns on a farge
propane-and-camping-fue!
bomb in tie kitchen that inves-
figators believe could have
demabshed o large part of the
schoal,

Harris wrote in his diary that
he hoped to hlow up the school
and kill 50 people, police have
said.

Al onc peinl, the lape
showed the duo starting a fire
with camping fucl. which trip-
gered the overhead sprinkler
system in the cafeteria.

The videataged images con-
firm the hehef of authoribes
that Harris and Klebold were
the only gunmen in the school
the day 15 peoplc were killed
and 21 others wounded.

“If we had a third suspecl on
that videotape. that person
would be in jail today,” Jeffer-
son County sheriff's Sgt. Jim
Parr said Wednesday.

Farr would not discuss the
contents of the videotape.
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nightmare:
‘It's Dylan’

Family friend helped Klebolds,
forced from home by police,
through mitial shock of finding
out their son was a killer

By Lynn Bartels

Neaes Stti Wit

ltour aiter agonizing hour, Tom and
Sue Klebold waited to hear about their
son Dvlan.

Shevidan police had taken over ther
Deer Creek Canvon house. The Kiebolds
and friends hovered outside. Rock forma-
tioms around the house made their cellu-
lar phoncs nearly uscless.

Finally, friend Judy Brown, who had
heen keeping vigml with the Klebolds,
reached her famady for an update on the
news at Celwnhine High School.

Stunned, she looked at her friends,

“I's Dyvlan,” Brown satd. “They put
his name on the TV

] think we were just quict for a while.

Evervhody was silent. Tom and Suoe-

weren't crving. They were Just in shock.
We all were,”

Nine days have passed smee Uyvlan
Kiehald and s best friend, [vic Harns,
turned the world upside down.

The Klebolds are not talking, on the
advice of their attorney. But Brown has
been mn constant contact with them. She
siatd the eouple vemnains as shocked about
Dvlan’s involvement as they were the first
tay

That was April 20. Brown phoned the
Klebolds when she learned of the shom-
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ing hecause of whal she heard on TV, She ' o T ’
saw 4 girl who was crying and saying, f
“it's Eric Harris. 1t's Eric Harmis.”
Brown knew the name well. Harris had
threatened her family and she had tricd to
warn the Jefferson County Sherrif's
Department that he was violent and
ohsessed with guns and pipe bombs,
She knew Harris ran around with )
Prvlan Klebold, a boy she had knowo for KLEBOLD from 5A
vears. The Browns' and the Kleboids’ ] o
sans were aboutl the same age. The fami- She said they didn't find any-
lies had been close when the boys werc th“}gz » )
voungsters bul had secn less of cach . Police gyentualiy made the fam-
other mmrecent vears. 11y'go outside.
“tom Klebold couldn't talk the first time The Klebolds warted to hear if
she called. She tried again in 15 minulcs, their 17-year-old son was one of
“T suid, ‘Tro you know whal's going on? two gunien killing students at
Are Eric and Dylan still friends?” And he th?‘" high school.
suid they were,” Brown said. “So | drove “Tom said, “Judy, if he's part of
1o their heuse. The gate was closed and th’.s‘ we have to fac.,e this — bu}
the police were there,” he“s not part of il He,"s a good kid.
Sheridan police, who were helping At ﬂ}e SamEe time,” Brown said,
Jeflerson County  deputes, had taken you fmw e amli Dylan are
over Lhe house, Famly and friends. fnend§ and you haven't heard from
restricted to a small area, trred Lo cateh them.
news reports 1o frgure out what was hap- Brown's phone call to her family
pening. An officer followed the Kieholds  confirmed their fears. Her hugs-
and their guests everywhere, even to the band, Randy, and son Breoks siid
hathroom. ) Kilebold's name had been identi-
“They were very wice, bul it was Just fied on television as one of the
so amazing,” Brown said, “hodidn't seem  suspects.
real.” Brown said after she made the
Sheridan police asked the Klebolds  announcement, the couple fell
about pipe bombs and guns, silent. )
“Towm was saving, “This isn’t happening. “Then the police scaled off (he
This is absurd. Theve's nothing you're go-  house and said it was 2 crime
g Lo find. Go ahead and look, [ don't care.  scene,” she said. '
Divlan's not viotent,” ™ Brown said. . The Klebolds considered stay-
-5 — o e e e ing with the Browns that night but
See KLEBOLD on 22A realized they needed A mone
secluded location. They were al-
lowed one trip inside to gather
( \\ M
\‘\ y R BRI OO0
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what they needed. They took
clothes, their bird and two cats.

Mediz lined the road. The Kle-
solds drove away first. Brown fol-
lowed. They went in different
directions and hoped it was too
dark for anvone to follow,

“When I got home it was 10
o'ciock,” Brown said. “I think I
left for their house at 12:30 fthat
afternoon). Sometimes, when [
think of what happened that day, [
just draw a blank.”

The next time she saw the Kle-
bolds was four days later at a pri-
vate memortai service for their
youngest son. They wore the

same shocked expressions.

About 15 people attended. They
told stonies ahout the Dylan they
knew. the Boy Scout and the base-
ball player, and (ried not to dwel)
on the Dylan they didn’t realize he
had become,

“It was just really sad,” Randy
Brown said. “There was an open
casket, and Dylan looked just jike
he always did.”

The Klebolds were incon-
solable.

“Can you imagine?’’ Judy
Brown said. “They were grieving
for their own son and everyone he
hurt.”
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Brown family photu

Dylan Kiebold, left, and Brooks Brown pose for the camera in an undated photo.
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Denver Rochy Mountain News

Society, park district saving items

By Charley Able

Nt Stetf Wity

Work is under way to archive
and preserve Lhe thousands  of
Hems gracing impromplu menmaori-
als to the victims of the Columbine
igh School bloodshed,

The offerings placed at as many
as 19 memortals and shrines at
Clement Park will be inventoried,
removed and eventually stored for

posterity hy the Colorado Histori-
cal Seciety and Foothills Park and
Recreation Pistrict.

The park disirict plans to wait
seven to 1) days beloe removing
any items “becausc we need Lo be
able te move slowly and let peopie
go Lo the park to gricve,"” said Edie
Hviton, Foothills spokesworman.

Ihserict and Hiswrical Society
officials said they recognize the
need to preserve the items to help

TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

fulure generations realize what
happened at the school last week.
Thewr representatives spent hours
at the site Tuesday trving to gauge
the size of the task.

“Each of lhose donors left a
picee of themsclves at that site. It
hecame instant history,” sad Stan
Oliner, curator of baoks and manu-
scripts for the society.

“Their cards, the handwritten
posters, the puems, the pictures:

« m3IA

from Columbine shrines

Lach one spoke to victims, they
spoke to the people of Colorado.
{}bviously, they (the donars) were
also speaking to themselves, leav-
ing a picce of themselves bascd
around the why and the sheer
tragedy.”

A permanent memorial could he
vears away. Oliner and others are
(aced with protecting the items
frotn wind, rain and snow as well
as planning short-term and tong-

term storage.
Oliner

have placed 4,000 to 5000 wems

at Clement Park. The items in- o

clude letter jackets, jewelry, pho-

tos, wind chimes, crosses, freshly

cut flowers and, on a hill overlooak-

ing the high school where two

voung gunmen killed 12 of their

schoolmates and a teacher, 13 burr

oaks are freshly planted in memo-

ry of the victims.

cstimates mourners -4 ‘Jﬁ
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Two shot in Canadian high school,
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with last week's murders in Col-

arado, a 14-vear-old student shot

two older boys in the hallway of an

Alberta high school Wednesday.

, killing one and critically wounding
the other.

3 50 Mies The ninth-
‘E — grader. who
m reportedly

| : . wore o blue

ALBERTA trench coat,

’ was arrested

! CAMADA by  Royal
UNITED STATES Canadian
Mounted

Sl -
© MONTANA Police. There

was no clear

wasot motive for

the violence except that the

assailunt was widely regarded as

“depressed’” and “unpopular,” and

had reportediy been regularly
taunted by his peers,

Both of his 17-year-old victims
were in the 11th grade, and report-
edly were only vaguely acquainted
with the vounger boy.

Canadians, who often consider
themselves immune from the gun
violence plaguing their southern
neighbor, were stunned by the inci-
dent at W. R, Myers High School in
(the small farming community of
i Taber, about 50 mules north of the
border with Montana.

Police refused to divulge the
nzmes of either the victims or the
suspect. Fellow students described

the shooter as a loner who had few
friends and had recently stopped
attending classes at W R. Myers,
which has 440 students. He was
reportedly in a home-instruclion
program for troubled students.
“This is a crisis and a catastrophe
that no one could even have imag-
ined occurnng in smail-town Cana-
da,” said Sharon Holtman, a mem-
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ber of the school board in the com-
munity of 8,000, “It's like a bad
dream. Only we can't wake up.”

The shooter reportedly offered
no resistence wiiln he was taken
into custody by an off-duty polce
afficer working at the school. The
shootings nccurred after he entered
the school at lunch hour

There were conflicting reports

on the chronology of cvents. Ac-
cording to one student, the armed
ninth-grader first held a gun to the
head of a female teacher, screaming
“This is not a joke!” before stalking
into the hallway and shooting the
students,
“When | walked out of the class-
room, 1 saw his gun right there,”
Recan Valwardeon. an 11th-grade
student, told CTV News. “I asked
the guy what he was duing. He told
me to get Jost.” It was unclear
whether his gun was a rifle or hand-
zan. and whether he singled out the
two victims or shot them at random.
A spokesman for the regional
hospital in nearby Lethbridge said
the second shooting victim was still
1 surgery Wednesday night.
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Officer kne
on trapped

Dad’s experience on SWAT team helped ==
lﬁ—year—old live through gunmen's attack

 favor,”
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By John C. Ensslin
Nowes St Writer

Matt Depew huddled hehind a
harticade of sacks of flour and
sugar in a kitchen storage room at
Columbine High School last Tues-
day.

[nside the room, 17 other pmv
ple lay on the flooe. Qutside, two

gunmen were shooting at the daor,

pounding on the walls, demanding
that Depew let them .

“I need you to do me a big
Depew wlispered inte the
lelephone Lo Denver pohice officer
Johin Lietz. "1 need you to tell my
fathoer i love him because I'm
going todic.”

Lietz told the youngster not to
worry. Help was on the way. Pri-
vately, Lietz tried to block out his

own fear. His 16-vear-old daughter
was also somewhere in the school.

Depew znd the people in the
room with him survived the
ofislaught by teen-age gunmen
Diylan Klebold and Eric Harns,
Depew, 16, credits his survivat to
police tactics he learned from his
father, Wavne Depew, a veteran
Denver cop and former Metre
SWAT officer.

On Wednesday, father and son
and Lietz talked publicly about
ther ordeal far the first time.

Matt Depew said his fatherhad .

always Laught him to be aware of
his surroundings. Matt had heen
sitting al & able eating lunch when
he saw the first victim shot just
outside the cafeteria window.

Time froze. He watched in dis-
belief as the shotgun pellets came
aut the ather side of the viclim's
shirt,

Matt grrabbed i friend by the
shirt and pulled him ta the ground._
Several other classmates were
slanding, staring oul the window.
He knocked several of them to the
ground.

Then he went looking for a
phane, finding one in a ceamped,
L-shaped storage room. The oth-
ers — 15 students and two adults
-— followed hum into the room.

He closed the door just as Dylan
Kleboid entered the kitchen.

Matt couid not get through to
911 on that phone, so he called his
father's pager.

Wayne Depew, 50, had been
dropping 4 prisoner al police head-
quarters when he heard the voice
message from his son,

“Dad, [ need you. There are
people coming in here and killing
kids,” the son recalled saying. “'1
was hegging for my dad (o come
and save me.”

Sl pvas scaed to c[f:g‘at.h.'in
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recatled Wavne Depew, a Denver
officer since 1971, He drove to the
school, pulling up behind a Jeffer-
son County deputy who was
pinned down by gunfire,

Je helped load some scjoolkids
into his patrol car and ordéred one
to drive it back to the command
post.

The father knew his son had
heen in the cafeteria when the
shooting began, Later, one of the
adults who worked in the Kitchen
1old lum what she knew: All the
kids she saw in the cafeteria were
dead.

A shiort ume fater, a secretary at
Prenver’s Dhstrict 4 substation toid
Waynce Depew that his son was
alive and on the telephone with
Lietz.

He said he didn'l believe them.
He tried in vain to talk a former
collcague in the SWAT unit into
giving hun a submachme gun. He
wanted to go inte the school,

The SWAT officer would not
aive him the gun.

Wayne Depew felt his emotions
shilt between the clear tactical
thinking of his SWAT training and
his panic as a8 parent.

*{ was petrified,” he said.

In the kitchen, silence reigned

- but spqn led to nervous Jaughter,
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Matt told them to be quiet. The
kitlers could come back. About 20
minties later, he said, they did.

“Let usint We're going to Lill
vou! We know vou're in there,”
one of them shouted.

The killers wert: so close to the
door that Lietz could hear the gun-
men firing shotguns and reloading,
He could also hear the explosion
when they tossed a flash bomb
into the kitchen,

. While he kept Matt on the linc.
o Lietz gol some good news. His

i daughter had called the stalion,
She was safe.

The gunmen lefl. Another
youngster came 1o the door. 1t was
a friend of Matt's who pleaded to
he letiato the storage area. Uncer-
i lainif the gunmen were hehind
him, he reluctantly refused to
open the door. The friend later fled
the schoal to safety,

Nearly two hours after the
urdeal began, Matt said he heard
the voires of SWAT officers. He
recognized their jargon, phrases
shouted like “shield up™ and
“clear”

About 45 minutes later, they
rammed then way into the storage
areu. The people in the room
spilled out three-by-three. Matt
Depew was the last to leave.

I1e recognized several of the
officers, including the one who had

earlier refused to give Wayne
Depew a machine gun. The officer
now lowered his gun slightly. Matt
Depew could see he was crying.

Wavnie Depew was standing
outside the building when his son
emerged. They hugged and both
cried.

“Ilove vou,” the father told his
S01L.

With his son safe, Wayne
Depew had one it of unfinished
nusiness, He strode into the
library. He watked past the hodies
of students beneath the tables.

He saw one girl with her hand:
clasped to tier chest, asifin
prayer. She had a servne expres
sjom.

Between two library tables,
Drepew found whal he was look!
for; the hodies of Harris and Kle
bold.

Klebold was lving on his back
Beside him was 1 9mm carbine.
His black trench coat was off an
lay betweern hun and Harrs.

Harris was ving slightly on !
right side. His feet were next ¢
Klebold’s head. Harris wore 4
belt with a container for amme
tion or explosives strapped o

“T had Lo kaow i my own i

“that Lthey were dead,” the ved
officer said. “1 think other pa
would feel the same way.”
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Zoldmbine High
Schoal
student Matt
Depew and nis
father,

Denver police
officer

Wayne Depew,
talk about
Matt's ordeal
during the
shoolings.
Wayne Depew
drove to the
school to

find his son but
couldn't
getin, while
Matt nid in

a kitchen
storage roons.
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The Denver Post © John Epperson

BREAK TIME: Mark Pautier, Jetferson County deputy district attomey, pauses in Clement Park
before holding & news conference there Thursday.

Parents meet at Chatfield.

By Howard Pankratz
and Kristen Go
Danver, Past Staf? Writers

Columbine parents packed the
gvin, overflowed into the cornmons
area and sat in corridors of Chat-
field High School Thursday night
listening to what will happen when
their students return to school.

Pavents were given pamphlets of
information and the advice of a
psychologist who worked with fam-
ilies from school shootings iz Padu-
cah, Ky and Joneshoro, Ark.

“It was nice because we all got
to be together with parents . . . and
it wasn't a funera] and it wasn a
memortal and it wasn't a eulogy

.. and I needed that,” said Reenee
Mendo, whose daughter Melissa is
a freshman at Columbine.

Halls were lined with poslers
from schools pear and far that of-
fered support to Columbine stu-
dents. The rivalry normaily seen in
gyms and on the athletic field was
nowhere to be seen. Today, thase
same halls will greet Columbine
students as they pick up their
schedules and go an tours. Classes
resume Monday.

Despite the cold, the slashing
rain, outside Chatfield Thursday
night, there were waves of laughter

Columbine kids
will visit today
and an enormous sense of relief
among hundreds of Columbine par-
ents,

For five minutes, they gave Col-
umbine principat Frank DeAngelis
a standing ovation and cheered
when told that Columbine will be
Tebuiit.

“My daughier said she didn’t
want these kids ta take control
over the school and what she does
at the school,” Dave Mendo said.

His daughter, like other Colum-
bine students, wants to return {o
school.

Sue Sumida, whese daughter
Jennifer is a Columbine junior and
son Steven is a Columbine fresh-
man, said it was imperative thal
her children reiurn {o school, even
though it will be at Chatfield.

“They ‘need to do [his, and they
can'l wait," Sumida said. “I think it
is going tn be part of the healing
process.

“The kids need to get back to-
gether and tell their stories. Each
bas a stpry.”

Sumida said her son and daugh-
ter want things to return to nor-

ntal, meaning 2 reiurn to schoot,
the disappearance of the media
and & stop to all the grieving.

She said their attitude is: “I'm
tired of grieving. I'm lired of going
to funerais, 1 want to go back to
school.™

Darryl Bush., whose daughter
Dawn Marie Bush is a Columbine
junior, said he thought the idea of
moving the Columbine students to
Chatfield for half-day sessions was
excellent.

“T'm glad my daaghter is going
back fo school,” Bush said. "Il
gives the kids an end to the school
year.

“It's going to make it easier,” he
added. “They’'ve done one of the
best things.”

The parents of an 11th-grade
Columbine girl, who asked not io
be identified, szid it was made
clear to the parents Thursday night
that their children will receive “a
lot of support.”

But they said the Lhing they are
happiest about is the fact that their

17-year-old daughter car finish the

school vear.

“1t. would be terrible to end the
school year now,” said the mother.
“This is 4 goud way to finish. It will
be OK.”
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Officials
 again retract
 statements

|

By Kevin Vaughan

' News Staff Writer

Thursday — for the second
time in two davs — investiga-
i tors had to back off state-
i ! ments made by top officials in
the Columbine High Schoot
! murler casc.
' Mark Pautler, chief deputy
| district attorney in Jefferson
County, said an inability to
communicate led o the
ancuncement carlier mn the
day that an arrest was expect-
ed within 48 hours.

“For that communication
failure, we take the hlame,”
Pautler said Thursdav after-
noon. Ihstrict Attorney Dave
Thomas predicted the quick
arrest hours carher on NBC's
Today.

Pautler sasd Thomas was
briefed Wednesday on devel-
; opments in the investigation.
i Between that brefing and the
time he went on television,
i things changed, Pautler said.
: But Thomas could not be
reached before he appeared
on Toduy.

A day carlier, sheriff’s Sgt.
Jim Parr and Deputy Steve
Davis announced that investi-
gators had cleared three teen-
agers who were detained near
Columbine High shortly after
the shooting started. That an-
nouncement came less than
24 hours after the men were
classified as potential sus-
pects by Sheriff John Stone.

Pautler characterized the
missteps as nothing more
than the result of a massive |
investigation involving sever- i

L
|

al agencics whose detectives
ar¢ constantly poring over
tips and information.

“The investigation gpoes |
on,” he said. “We're doing
everything we can.” |
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‘War room’ established

i. ! The army of detectives investi- ; i 2 Meca- doeotishod
‘l . gating the Colymbine Fligh Schoot :
!

' 2} massacre are pow funneling mest | ‘ } Lok ves D! PP - 1 botd
+J of their information through a “war NG
‘ “n room" at the Jefferson County ' Character:
i Ck.;‘ Courthouse in what aathorities de- oor
: i scribe as the mosl extensive crimi- Classification:
i nal investigation in state history. Submitting Oftice:

The two-room command center
is abuzz with activity by the Col-
' wmbine High School Law Enforce- Indexing:
i ment Task Force, One room houses
. ) a tab of 20 to 25 computers, on \
i . which the FBI's Rapid Start pro- pld Kin 704/
gram is helping fo sort leads, and f0 T ‘ /
the other roowm is an aperations
center with a big-sereen TV,
Rapid Start helps manage inves-
tigative tips in cases in which large
nutnbers of leads are generaled.
. The Columbine case has produced
! 1,000 leads, 600 of which are being
checked out.
FB!I personnel input daily inves-
. tigative reports, and the computer
L program cross-checks and sorts | | -
' them, then spits out a lead sheet. :
I

»

This is the first time the program
has been used in a Colorado case.

Relatives discuss Kiebold

A L KR e ST

|

| Dylan Klebold was “'‘very polite
{  with good manners,” and his fami-
L

ly was shocked when learning of
his involverment in the Columbine
High Schoo! shootings, his aunt and
: tincie told a tabloid TV show.

‘ On Thursday’s edition of “Tnside
; Edition,” Janet and Sam Kiebold of
., Toledo, Ohio, said that when the
i family first heard that Dylan was
one of two killers, “the family got
together and prayed.”

Dylan's parents, Sue and Tom
Klebold of Jefferson County, were
dedicated to their children, Sam !
and Janet Klebold said on the
broadcast. The couple have another
son, Byron, who is older than Dylan.

“Sue and Tam have been very
encouraging in education, they .
were very fine parents in (aking | :
care of the boys. . . . It was a terri- | ATV E
ble shock.” they said. :

Sam Klebold and Tom Klebold
are brothers. When Tom received -
the news, “it was like a bolt from PN
the blue. .. . He could not believe k\
this happened. ... They were 50 | ’
sheok up about this,” Sam said.

Dylan was “just a happy kid . . .
very polite with good manners . . .
every nice thing that you would

d

want your kid te be,” Sam Klebol
said.
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Generous community helps
stitch lives back together

Priceless
possessions
still locked up

By Joe Garner

Noewes St Wedber

When Columbine students fled for their
lives April 20, many left behind some pretty
precious stuff: 11} cards, credit curds, expen-
sive caloulators, irreplaceable family photos,
essays composed for English classes and un-
cashed paychoecks.

Students in gym class fled in shorts and 1~
shirts, leaving street clothes, wallets and purs-
es i ther lockers.

Since then, thev've been mending their hives
with new driver’s licenses, student [ cards,
medical insurance cards and all the other docu-
ments of daily iife,

Everything remams locked in the school
while police investigate the nation's worst
school shooting. When the investigation is
complete, the building will return to control of
Jefferson County public schoots, which will
then be responsible for returning ttems to their
OWHRLTS.

“T've been wearing my old glasses,” said
sophomore Nadine Finn, 16, whose new glass-
es were in the backpack she left behind. "] can
see all right, but my mom is going to make an
appointment for me.” :

Replacing No. 2 pencils, rulers and notepads
15 the easy part. Wal-Mart and other companics
have donated school supplics, which vol-
unteers packaged Thursday and will distribote
today when students pick up their class sched-
ules a2t Chatfield High,

But duplicating personal documents is an-
other matter.

“The night they had a concert for Columbine
students, [ didi’t have my 1D becausc it was in
my gym locker,” said senior Krissa Eggert, 18,
“1toid them ath my stuff is locked up in the
school, and they could see 1 was a Columbine
student, so they let me in.”

Epgert told of a friend, Michele Fox, whose
hank “won’t let her withdraw any money
because she doesn'’t have the right ID.”

Columbine seniors facing college-entrance
deadlines should contact thair counselors
when classes resume Monday, said Martlyn
Saltzman, spokeswoman for Jefferson County
public schoals. |
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“I would think service clubs and other¥rga-
nizations offering scholarstups w_:ould' extend
their deadlines,” Saltzman said. ‘We're cor-
tainly going te do everythm‘g we can to smooth
the way for these students.” ‘

Gary Relscy, director of admissions at the
University of Colorado, sud he had asked the
6,600 members of the National Association for

College Admission Counseling “tobe sensitive
and responsive’” in handling documents from
Columbine's colleye-bound students. _

Colorado State University will offer special
assistance to Columbine seniors,

“We want to show them the Coloradu Sta_ﬂc"
University commuaity 18 3 CHring conmunity,
CSU spokesman Tom Milligan saxd.
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Friday, April 30, 1999

By Gary Massaro
News .S!aff Writer

JEFFERSON COUNTY — Cops
didn't abandon Columbine teacher _
Dave Sanders, a Denver SWAT
commander said Thursday.

“He was never left. The officers
stayed with him, ard called for a
backboard,” said Denver SWAT
Lt. Patrick K. Phelen.

Denver paramedic Troy Laman,
stretcher in tow, was escorted to
the room by other SWAT officers.

“He's gone,” Larman told them.

Melody Smith, Sanders™ sister-
in-law, said the family was aware

| police didn’t Icave Sanders alone.

o e o B b Y g

Police say teacher was it abandoned

Wednesday, Sanders’ daughter
Angela lashed out at police for not
getting to her father sooner after
he was shot by Dylan Kleboid or
Eric Harris, the two killers re-
sponsible for 13 deaths last week,
mcluding thei own.

Thursday, Smith noted that
people grieve differently and that
the family doesn't hlame the cops
for Sanders' death.

“The majority of the family
feels they did evervthing that they
needed o de,” Smith said. “The
SWAT members are grieving.
Even the parents of those two
boys are grieving.”

Sanders was bleeding to death
in a science room when two Jeffer-

son County SWAT officers got 1o
him about 3 p.m., roughly 3%
hours after Klebold and Harris
started their rampage, and roughly
three hours after officials say the
twa killed themselves.

When officers got to the science
room, they ushered students out.
At that point, SWAT officers did
not know Kilebold and Harris were
dead. 1

Earlier this week, student Aar-
on Hancey, 17, said he volun-
teered (o stay i the science room
to continue to care for Sanders.
but was told to leave with the
other students. He and other stu-
dents had tried to slow the bleed-
ing from Sanders’ wounds.
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Deputy knew of
Harris’ threats

Lawman at school got report
that teen was detonating
bombs, talking of mass killing

By Charley Able, Ann imse

and Kevin Vanghan

News Staff Witkers )

T2 1999 Deriver Rockey Muoeentarin News

The sheyiff's deputy stationed at Columbine
High School received a report a year ago that
Eric Hamrs was detonating pipe bombs and
wanted to commit mass murder.

The “sospicious mcident” police repott
obtamed by the Deweer Rocky Mowuntain News
was sent to deputy Nell Gardner, said Jefferson
County Shenfi’s Sgt. Jim Parr.

“It was sent to lim, and he was aware of 1,
and nothing came of it.” Parr said. “There was
simply nothing else we could do.”

The report was based on information that
Coiumbine parent Randy Brown filed with the
shenff's office on March 1%, 1998. [t included
printouts of Harrs' Internet warnings that he
was ready fokill,

“God, Tean't watt until Lcan kil you people,”
read one of the pustings contained in report.
“I'll just gu to some downtown ared i some big
(expletiver city and blow up and shoot every-
thing [ can.”

Gardner could not be reached for comment
Thursday.

The deputy was al Columbine April 20 when
Harris and Dvian Kiebold attacked the school
with bombs antd assault weapons, Gardner
exchanged fire with onc of the gunmen.

The rampage kitied 12 Columbine students
and one teacher. Harms and Rlebold, both
seniors at the school, then took their own hives.

Jefferson County schools spokesman Rick
Kaufrman said he did not know whether Gard-
ner forwarded the report to anvone ¢lsc at the
schoul. But he added that such information
about a student should be given to the school
distinct.

The report is the Jatest noa strang of warn-
ings about Harns and Kiebold that apparently
were not pursued by school or law en-
forcement officals.

The two hovs made a videotape for thoir
drama closs depicting a school massacre, Sev-
eral friends of [larrts said he was boasting as
lemeg 2 two vears ago of his desire 1o blow up
Columbine. Harris also used violent themes in
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In one of the Internet postings mentioned in Indexing: . v
the suspicious-incident report, Harris said s Ao S0 R
triesdl YoDKA helped huild ang detonate pipe ot
Bombs., VoDkA is identified in the sheriff's
renart as Klebold.

“Eric Harris is the mstigator,” the report
sand,

Attached to the report is another comnplamt
by the Browns dated Aprii 11. 1998, that their
son had received an anonymous, threatemng 8- - The Browns also say the detective checked,
during their meeting, to see whether Harris
and Klebold had arrest records. They said the
detective found that a person named Eric Har-
ris ad been arrested for breaking into a car,

The disirict attorney’s office, which already
had felogy charges pending against Harris and
Klebold for a vehicle break-mn, says it never
was told of the Browns' complaint.

One week after the Browns guade their com-
plaint, the district attorney’s office decided to
allow Harris and Kichold to complete a juve-
nile diversion program of classes and commu
nity service in exchange for expunging their

mail.

That report says it was sent to John Flicks in
the sheriff's investigations division.  Ficks
coudd not be reached for eomment Thursday:

It was not clear whether either of the
Browns' complamts were investigated.

Sheriff john Stome said Thursday he didn't
know whether Gardner received the ongmal
report,

One problem is that a “suspicious incident™
doesn't get the same kind of attention as mur-

(le{‘%rhmpe <l:ases, S;tjt()nc said. records of the break-in

ose alwavs take priorty,” id. i e -

The investigator assﬁgnediojggesz]:spiciuu' : Randy a}nd Judy Brown said they beearn

incident report was put on 3 high-profile hnmi.- feartul of Lric Hvmis after he threw a picee of

cide case about the same Lime — the Killing o, <€ at the car windshaeld of their son, Brooks.
twao small children by their mother, Slone said. they became alarmed afier reading Harris

The sheriff also said the department gets hate-fifled Web pages.

“tons” of reports on suspicious incidents — Qmme, Harris wrate, “Ldon't care €] live o
about 60 reports a year on pipe bombe 'tibn;' dic in the shootout. All I want to du s kill and

Asked whether the report fell lh}t;ugh .thv injure as many of you fexpletive as [ean.” He
cracks, Stone said, “ can't say that © specifically pamed Brool - as ont of his targets.

“This wasn't 6n my watch,” said Stone, who The Browns say the, called the Sherfl's
wids elected in November and took ofﬁL'c in I)epartmpm repeatedly last spring to demand
Ja!}l._xar]y. i‘a}:&d ! don’t want to do anything to be an m(}:cs{malum but s they dow't helieve one
entical of the people here before me " was dune.

.Bt!l the report thar Harris and Klehold werce rooks fater made peace with Harrds, and
bmldmg pine bombs, he said, shouid have been Hans warned Brooks sway from the school
taken seriously T

“Il‘hat definitely should have raised 4 red
flag,” Stome: said,

Randy Brown and his wife, Judy, say they
met on March 31, 1998, with a sheniff's investi-
gator who called Harris® violeat Internet ranti-
ngs the worst he'd seen. j !

See SCHOOL on 204
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Newspaper printed story about report

SCHOOL from 4A

moments before he began shooting,
Denver lawyer Scott Robinson,

- who reviewed Harris' Web pages,

said the reports of building and deto-
nating pipe bombs could have been
used as prabahle cause to persuade a
judige to tssue a scarch warrant for
Harns® house.

“That would have mpped this
thing in the bud,” he said.

Mark Mitler; the officer whao wrote
up the Browns' complaint, treated it
sertously. Miller noted that Harris
wrote three times in the Web pages
of "wanting 10 kil Brooks Brown
andl that he “explained about making
and detonating pipe bombs and using
them against people.”

Miller included the Web pages and
their Internet address in his report.

The Columbine Communify
Conrier the weekly newspaper sery-
ing the area surrounding the high
school, printed a story about the
Browns™ complaint shortly after i
was made — but didn’t name anyone
invoived.

In 1ts edition of March 25, 1993,

the Courier headlined the report,
“Classmate making death threats on
Internet.”

“A man reported that his son goes
te scheol with a boy who has his own
Web page,” the story said, “Recently,
the man told a deputy that boy has
made dcath threats aganst s son
on that Web page.

“The father downloaded and
printed 1) pages in winch the hoy
threatened his son three times. The
Yoy alse explained how to make pipe
bombs and use them against people.

“The father said he was con-
cerned about his son's safety and
that he wanted someonc to look into
the matter. The case has been turned
over to investigation.”

Casey Ehmsen, Courler eator,
satd.the paper didn't write anything
further about the report.

“Nurmally, we would not do any
more investigation or follow-up . ..
especially if police decide not te fol-
low up or — in ths case — even
mvestigate,” he said.

Judy Brown said she was frus-
trated when the Sheriff's Depart-
ment didn’t investigate and sur-

prised that she never heard from the
school.

She said she didn’t bring the mat-
ter to the school’s attenlion for fear
of triggering Harris’ wrath.

“T wanted to keep Brooks out of
it,” she said. “We were concerned
when (thg Courier) ran it, afraid that
Eric would sec it and be mad at
Brooks. We were scared for Brooks'
life.”

Sheriff's spokesman Steve Dawvis
said the department has reccived
move than 1,100 leads in the
Columbine case, 930 of which will be
pursucd #nd 600 of which already
have been assigned to mvestigators,
Between 8,000 and 10,000 pieces of
cvidence have been collected.

However, nine days after the
worst school shooting in ULS, his-
tory, Lthe parents of Harpis and Kle-
hold have. not been fermally inter-
viewed, .

“We're trying to set thal up,” Said
Mark Pautles, chiet deputy district
attarney in Jefferson County:

Stuft wrilers Sue Lindsay and Lo
Kilzer contribuded to this veport.
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Klebolds thought they
were good parents,
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pastor says

By Virginia Culver
Denver Post Religior Wniter

Tom and Sue Klebold “have gol
to be the ioneliest people on the
planet,” the minisler who officiat-
ed at their youngest son’s funeral
said Tuesday.

“They thoughti they had been
good parents,” the Rev. Don Marx-
hausen said. “Tom Klebeld toid me
he thought he had a good finished
produet.”

Dylan Klebold, 17, would have
graduated (rem Coiumbine High
School this spring and was plan-
ning to attend the Universily of Ar-
izona in the fall.

But on April 20, he and friend
Eric Harris, 18, killed 12 students
and one teacher and injured almost
two dozen classmates in the wors!
school shooting in U.8. history
Harris and Klehold then killec
themselves.

The Klebolds “are like peopl:
who have been run over by a truck
and then the truck backed ove
them,” Marxhausen said. “The:
lost their son, but their son was al
50 a killer.”

Marxhausen
is pastor of SL.
% Philip Luther-
4 an Church in
d Littletan,
Y where the fam-
ity attended
services for
about  eight
months five or
six years ago
he said.

" After  the
Klebold shootings
Marxhausen made it knowr

“through the grapevine' Lhat h¢
would aid the (amily if they wished

Word came back that they were
interested, and he officiated at Sat-
urday’s private service.

Fifteen people attended, inciud-
ing the Klebolds; their older som,
Byron; some relalives and friends;
and Judy Marxhausen, Don's wife.
Marxhausen also asked another
Lutheran minister and his wife and
a police officer to attend.

With so few peopie in attendance
and such “awkwardness and ten-
sion” hanging in the air, Marxhan-
sen said he suggested that every-

one “use some time just (o talk
abeut Dylan.”

“There was an outpouring of
love from one of the couples who
said their son used to play with Dy-
lan when the boys were little,” the
minister said.

While friends of Dylan Klebold
and Harris said the two wore swas-
tikas. shouted “Heil Hitler!” during
howling class and chose the anni-
versary of Adclf Hitler's' birthday
to carry out their rampage, Tom
Klebold “said he didn't know where
the Nazi stuff or the violence came
from,” Marxhausen said.

The family kept only a BB gun in
the house and used it just to scare
away the woodpeckers, Marxhau-
sen said.

Though Sue Klebold was raised
Jewish, the family observed reli-
gious rituals of both Judaism and
Christianity. “They did Christmas,
and they did Passover seders,” said
Marxhausen. Marxhausen used
scriptures from both the Old and
New Testaments. From the Old
Testament he recalled the story of
King David. whose son, Absalom,
was killed trying to take over his

father's kingdom.

Part of the story, in Second Sam-

uel, recounts David's words on
hearing of his son's death: “0, my
son! Abzalom my son, my son Ab-
salom! Would that T had died in-
stead of you.”
. Marxhauser also cited the famil-
iar 23rd Psalm, which has been
used in funerals for several of the
Colutnbine victims, and the Lord's
Pr_a‘yer from the New Testament.
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Marxhausen aecined to say
where Dylan Klebold was buried
but said he encouraged the family
to bury him in the metro area “so
they would have a place to grieve.”

Marxhausen said Dylan attended
St. Phillip with his parenis, but he
doesn’t remember any other church
activities they were invoived in

“They’re hardworking, very intel-
ligent '60s kind of people. They |
don't believe in violence or guns or
racism and certainly aren’t anti-Se-
mitic.” Marxhausen said he had vis-
ited their home and found that the
Kiebolds had “energetic ideas, and |
enjoyed talking to them. Bul | don’t
Imow all about the family dynam-

R

»

ICS.

But he knows fram his owe
daughter that Dylan “was an oul-
cast” at Columbine. Sarah Marx-
hausen, a Columbine graduate now
in college, told her father that Dy-
lan often sat alone in the school
cafeleria. She would go over and
sit with him and play cards.

Dylan was registered and had al-
ready paid his dorm fees al the
University of Arizona {or the fall
term, Marxhausen said. But he said

“there was a part of Dylan’s center
that wasn't filled. There was some
anger, but I don’t know at what.” .

Marxhausen said he has learned
from many people that “there was
a loi of rage in Harris” and that
Kieboltd [ollowed him “because he
was afraid of his safety and Lhat of
his family if he left Harris.”,
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| suspected gun provider e e
! ISRV A C
: By David Olinger, cuss any other aspects of lhe case, '
: Peter G. Chronis, including whether his client knew
: and Marilyn Robinson what Harris and Klebold intended
' Denver Post Staff Writers to do with the gun and when the
j Authorities investigating the Purchase was made. He also would
: massacre at Columbine High 0ot say When his client would sur-
! School plan to interview the sus- render. o
[ pected seller of a TEC-DCY assault Selling & handgun to a minor is a
| pistol today — and say multiple ar- Class 4 felony under state law and
rests are possible. *  coutld result in a prison term of two -

The gun sefler has becomne a ma-
jor locus of Celorade’s most exten-
sive criminal investigation because
detectives believe killers Eric Har-
ris and Dylan Klebold acquired the
semiautomatic handgun when both
were 17 years old. Selling a hand-
gun toe a minor is a fetony in Colo-
rado.

Jefferson County District Attor-
ney Dave Thomas and Sheriff John
Stone both said others may be at-
rested, but they declined to discuss
the number of suspects.

“The probability of making mul-
tiple arresls exists,” Stone said.

Late Thursday, Jefferson County
deputies made their first arrest re-
lated to the case. Gary Sowell, the
hardware store worker whe
claimed he saw Klebold and Harris
buy galvanized pipes, fuses and
other bomb-making materials, is
expected to be charged with giving
false information, Stone said.

After Sowell made his claim ear-
lier this week, detectives discov-
ered it was a “complete fabrica-
tion,” said Sgt. Jim Parr.

The Denver Post reporfed
Wedaesday that attorney Robert L.
Ransome was retained by the sell-
er of the TEC-DC%, who may have

bee 1 introduced to Marris and Kle- -

bolc by a co-worker at Blackjack
Piz:a Ransome said Thursday that
his «lient had not yel talked to au-
tho. ties, despite news reports say-
ing ctherwise.

" nansome refused to publicly dis-

to six years. If the selier knew the
gun would be used in a crime, the
prison term is 12 years.

Harris, 18, and Klehold, 17, twe
members of an outcast group called
the Trench Coat Mafia, brought
four guns and dozens of homemade
bombs to Colurmbine High on April
26 — Adolf Hitler’s birthday.

The leens, who sometimes spoke
German and dabbled in coliecting
Nazi memorabilia, killed 12 stu-
dents and a teacher and wounded
23 others, then turned their guns on
themselves, [t was the worst schoo!l
shooting in U.S. history.

Nine days later, investigators
still had not formally interviewed
the parents of either Harvis or Kle-
bold, citing scheduling problems
and the parents’ need for time to
grieve,

“The parents will be inter-
viewed,” Stone said. “We've con-
tacted the attorneys for the par-
ents, tried to make the
arrangements. Their attorneys
have not been able to arrange
dates.”

He said investigators have plen-
Lty to do, and the delay in meeting
with the parenls “has not harmed
the investigation in any way.”

Stone also confirmed the exis-
tence of a homemade video that
depicts Harris and Kiebold firing
guns. He said investigators want lo
determine when and where their
target praclice occurred.

Please see ARRESTS on 6A
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Police to interview
suspected seller
of assault pistol

ARRESTS from Page 1A

While investigators pored over bomb and
bullet fragments and interviewed witnesses
to the shoolings, the last of the 13 victims
was buried and thoughts of school resumed.

Isaiah Shoels, I8, was remembered at a
funeral service altended by Gaov. Bill Ow-
ens, Martin Luther King 111 and almost
5,000 other mourners.

Thursday night, an overfiow crowd of
Columbine parents toured Chatfieid High
School, where their children will resume
classes Monday. The parenis gave Colum-
bine Principal Frank DeAngelis a standing
ovation and heard a welcome from Chal-
field Principal Sally Blanchard.

Today, 1.990 siudents {rom Columbine
will pick up their books and their schedules
for the remainder of the school year at
Chatfiefd.

On Monday, Chatfield will begin split ses-
sions, with Chatfield studenls attending in
the morming and Columbine students in the
afternoon.

In oiher developments Thursday:

B It appears all four guns used in the
massacre were traded at Colorado gun
shows last year, Larry Russell, a Westmin-
ster resident, remembers seliing the TEC-
DC9 on behalf of Royee Spain after Spain’s
gun store closed a year ago. He said he sold
it at a July or August gun shew but didn't
recall who bought it

“Somebody could have bought it at the
show and it transferred iwo or three times
before it got to the kid,” he said.

Manufacture of the- TEC-9 and TEC-DCY
semiautomalic handguns, made by Intratec
Firearms of Miami, was banned by the Bra-
dy Act in 1994. However, thousands of the
guns made before the ban may still be le-
gaily bought and sold, along with high-ca-
pacity magazines that hold 32 rounds of
9mm ammunition. A later version of the
TEC-9, the AB-10, complies with federal re-
strictions.

Authorities say the three other guns ve-
covered at the high school — two sawed-off
shotguns and a semiautomatic carbine —
were acquired by Robyn Anderson. an 18-
year-old {riend of Klebold's, reportediy a4
the Tanner Gun Show north of Denver. It is
legal in Colorado for an t8-year-old to buy
shotguns and riftes and give them to a mi-
nor. Harris did not turn 18 unti) April 9.

In an interview with NBC's Dateline aired
Thursday night on 9News, a_close friend of
Anderson’s said Anderson would nol con-
done anything tike last week's shooting.

“She knows that what has happened is
terrible, and she knows that Dylan and Eric
are responsible,” said the friend, Tiffany
Burk, an 18-year-old sepior at Columbine.
Burk said she would be *‘very shocked'' if
Anderson were somehow involved.

B Investigators ¢xpect their crime-scene
analysis of Columbine High Lo continue for
several more days. They estimale there are
8,000 to 10,000 pieces of evidence inside and
outzide the schoot,

Denver Post staff writers Howard Pan-
kratz, Mark Obmascik and Mike McPhee
contribeted to this report.
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gun dealer

sold pistol
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How semiautomatic
TEC-DC9 reached hand
of Columbine killer
remains a mystery

By Dan Luzadder
ey Stet! Wdtiw

Thornton fircarms dealer Larry
Russell sold the semiautomatic
pistel uscd in the Columibnne High
Schoot killings at the Tanner Gun
Show.

But Kussell said Thursday that
he kept no record showing who
hought the weapon,

ammunition chips on consignment
from Royee Spain, a gun dealer i
Foderal Heights who gave up his
foderal firearms license and closed
his Just Guns shop kate last year

Russell opened s buosiness,
Guns & Pawn, m the same spuce
early this yean

Russell, who became # licensed
fircarms dealer in October, sold
the weapons at the gun show be-
fore he got his firearms license,
But he said he doesn’t remember
exactly whern,

Uffictals wath the Burcau of Al-
cohol. Tobacco and Firearms,
which is tracing the weapons used

The TEC-DCY ended up 1n the
hands of Eric Haryis, one of the

two Columbine killers, T

But .between the time it Jeft o patT

Russell's sale table at the Tanner 7L ok
show in the Denver Merchandise L | J

Mart and when pelice found it m
the high schoal’s library, s
whereabouts remain a mystery.

“1 wouldn't have sold it to a
minor,” Russell sad. "l would
have looked at some identification. b
But unless a customer asked for a )
receipt, 1 didn't keeyp track of who
was buying those guns.”

Russell smd he took about 30
weapons and a large number of

in the deadly rampage, could not
be reached for comment.

Miami-based ntratee made the
gun five years ago. It was shipped
to a wholesaler, Zander's Sporting
Goods of Baldwin, 113, which then
sold it to Just Guos.

The person who sold the weap-
on to Harris has come forward to
negotiate a deal with police, feffer-
son County Sheniff John Stone said
this week.

ATF agents have nlerviewed
him aboul the sale of the gun, Rus-
sell said. They showed him pictures
of Robyn Anderson. the 18-vear-old
Lolumbine High student who

bought the 9 mm assauit rifle and
two shotguns used in the rarmpage.

Russell said he also looked at
photes of Klebold and Harris but
didn’t recognize either.

Siune said a co-worker of Kle-
buld and Harris, who worked with
them at a Blackjack Pizza fran-
chise on Ottawa Place near the
high school, was a middieman n
the safe of the gun.

Police have not adentificd the
ndividual who has allegedly ac-
knowicdged that he sold the weap-
on to Harris. .

Staff writer Kevin Flynir contribut-
ed to fhis report.
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School districts banning trench coats

ByRobinEstin  \3P

In kst o~
Assorteted Press Q'

BOSTON — Scheat districts around the coun-
try are banning trench coats and considering
uniforms to keep pupils from smuggling
weapons and to break up cliques and create
more conformity in the aftermath of the
Columbine High School tragedy.

“Kids have always had different styles and
fashions and fads that indicate rebelliousness,
but when it reaches a point where it can also
conceal weapons, then you need to address the
potential danger,” said Ron Stern, an elemen-
tary school administrator in Granite City, [IL.
The school board in the St. Louis suburb is con-
sidering a ban on trench coats.

Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17, whe
killed 13 ‘people before committing suicide
April 20 at Columbine, wore trench coats.

Suppotters of trench coat prohibitions — in
place already in Portsmouth, N.H.; Henrietta,

N.Y,; Hamblen County, Tenn.: and Seottshoro,
Ala,, for example — consider the rule akin to
use of a metal detector Harris and Klebold
were apparently able to smuggle in the
weapons under their long black coats.

Other dress code micasures are aimed at
imposing conformity and reducing feelings of
tsolation.

In the Memphus suburb of Collterville, Tenn.,
Alderman Sidney Turnipseed has asked the
county school board to consider a uniform. A
clothing code, he said, might prevent cliques
and the meanspirited singling out of kids who
dress differently.

Catics said such rules are misguided.

“Just because we have chains and spikes
doesn't mean we're going to go shooting peo-
ple,” said Patrick Connor, a 15-year-oid 1n the
western Massachusetts community of Pitts-
field, whiere the City Council this week narrow-

 ly defeated a bid to prohibit “flamboyant and -

excessively morbid” dress.
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. Arvadan tells how he

and other volunteers
gave Chicago man
a hand Wlth project

By Tittie Fong

Nows St Wealer

A mian who wdentified himself as
a contractor from Chicago built the
15 crosses atop a hifl near
Columbine High. sad a.volunteer
who heiped bum.

“Me said be drove out from
Chie rl;,ti An{I he kad pest potten
that diny” said Joremy Monsma,
24, of Au\*:)'l] whi el the man
Tuesday at Clement Park.

But Monsoet said he didi’t re-
member tht mah's name  cven
though they were bricfly mtio-
duced.

Monsma said on Wednesday that
he was at the park around & p.nu.
Tuesday when he spotted activity
at the top of the hill.

So he wrote, “May (God have
mersy o your souls” on Harris and
Wichold's crusses, He said he drew
;mr aes o many of the athers.

Wil said the park district has

AL “\“.‘.: .

H LIV Jd

15 crosses traced *

“{The contractur) brought them
all up the hill and starled digging
the heles,” he smd. “He staried
asking people up there 1o halp him.
fjumpedan”

The wooden crosscs stand about
6 feet tall and 3 feet
wide, The ends arve
capped  wit. mesal.
Each bears a hlwk

eremy Monsma
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name for one, Daniel Rohrbough.

He estimated about 20 people,
wmcluding some  children, helped
erect the crosses, The work took
httle over an hout.

And then the contractor and his
helper disappeaned,

e truck was
parked at the bottom
of tiwe hill, end they

and white photo and  s@id about 20{7(’0{7&’(’ tonk  off  precty
NATiC. the ‘ quivk " Mansima

"He was telhing e”p‘d‘bui the sard
somebody clse thal CrOssSes Mp The The crowd re-
he's done mher : nded ymmedi-
ne BCr ok was done i SPOP® Y dmme:

memorials, and  he
winted 1L fthis vncd
1o B¢ pErmanetit. and
that he gotopermnt te dast”
st sad.

it no one ook Gut a perint for
the crosses. said Carolyn Reith,
manager of recreation for Foothills
Park and Recreation distoct, which
aversees Clement Park.

“We have not i1sseed anv por-
its,” she saud, W were asking
ourselves about the source” of the
CTOSSCS.

The man and a friend brought all
the supplics including photes.

Monsina said he put Lwo crosses
mto e ground, and wrole the

Mon-

no immediate plan to rake down
any of the crosses.

“Wo're trying Lo bu very, vory
sensiive 1o an incredibly over-
wheiming eirpouring of commui-

%%\\\'\‘( Vi

{ittle gver an hour,

atelv to the addi
I

“[eonldn't beheve
how fast people came np and start-
ed putting stufl around then,”
Momsmaa said.

Two of the crosses have drawn
SOMC Contruversy —- the ones i
gunmen Ernc Harcis and Dyvlan
Klebold.

“1 can go either way”” Monsma
sald of thuse two crosses.

“I can sce why they shouldn't be
up there. 1 can see 1t from the par-
enly’ side, where he killed all these
people. But they were vialims, Wi
They were picked on a lot by othwr
peaple.”

e A NG W S AT

ty support and mwl‘»f_mf nt,” she
said. “Certainly, every effort will
be made to be sensitive to the sili-
Ation and to all the items that have
been left.”

NS
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n’ TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

Store clerk charged
with false reporting

By Kevin Vaughan
Noerrs St Wt

Authonues arrested a Huph
M. Woods Jork Thursday, charg-
g nm with makasg up a stary
that he sold Bomlb supplics to the
two teen-apge kilters who
stot med Cotumbine High Schodl.

Coary Sowell, 5 had claimed
that he'd soid five large propanc
tanks te Lrie Harms, 18, and
Divian Kichald, 17 the weckend
hefore their Aprd 20 attack on

Columnine High School that left -

15 dead and 27 mmjured.

“Mayhe this will slow down
some of these crackpot calls that
we're gething,” Jefferson Caunty
Sheriff John Stone said.

Sowell was booked imto the
county jait on @ misdemeanor
charge of making a false report to

atithorfies,

sawell caused & stir Wednes-
day when he clmmed that Harrs
and Klebold had bonght the large
propane tanks as well as nails and
other supplics that could be used
to make bombs. In addition, So-
weli clanned that he had copied
kevs (o Columbine High Schoul
fen the two.

Stone sad (vestigators exam-
ined mventory vecords and re-
caipts af the Hugh M. Woods
store on Ripling Strecet at West
Belleview Avenue as thev tned
to verify Sowell's story.

LEarly Tharsday cveming, they
concluded that he had lLied.

“Hugh M. Woods didn't even
have the inventory that he sad
he sold,” Stune said.
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Teen says:
ex-student
waved gun
from aut0|

By Bik Briggs ‘
Denver Post Staft writer |

As the investigation continu d
Thursday into whether a third g
man participated in the Columbl
High Schoo! siaughter, a i7-ye
old junior said Thursday that he
saw a former studenl waving.a
weapon oul a car window after t‘le
rampage started.

Student Jon Ungerland said ttz
passenger in a beat-up Geo Met
with faded red painl was leanidg
halfway out the window, holding a
kandgun and peinting it in the ais-

The driver was speeding lowajd
the triage center off Yukon Street,
a few blecks from the school.

“The only thing I was worried
shout was the way he was headad,
toward the emergency \triage sec-
tion behind the school,” ‘Ungerl
said. “They were driving real
fast.”

Ungerland said he recogmzed
the twe males in the car s fo
students — one a dropout and
other a 1998 Columbine gradu
-— who belonged to the Tren
Coat Mafia, an outcast growp *
which killers Eric Harris and Dy-
tan Klebold belonged.

Ungeriand said he gave detec-
tives the names of the two. Three
possibilities come to mind shout
why the three were there, he said:

@ They were to be the getaway
drivers for Harris and Klebold. £

W They had shown up late far
rampage.

W “They could have been p
pating in the school (attack) d
then getling away.”

Several students have told ge-
porters and authorities they saw a
third gunman during the Aprit 20
rampage, but officials said 'l'huys
day that they have not been able: Lo
coafirm that.

Ungerland was in a math gtudh
hall when he heard an exploglo:
and gunfire. A teacher opege
some doars to the outside, and
study-hall students escaped unhy

Ungerland said.

Ungeriand was driving to nen&wy
Leawood Elementury Schael
which authorittes had establisfe
as a rendezvous spot, to find his §:
ter and girifriend when be saw ¢
Geo Metro.
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By Steve Caulk and Chariey Able

News ‘s!uh‘ Writers

The cost of the tragedy at Col-
umiine High School and its after-
math to Jefferson County is al-
ready more than $1 million and
expected to go highey.

“It’s poing to easily be a million,
easily” said Commissioner Pat
Holloway, wno chairs the county
Board of Commissivners. “And
we fiaven’t even seen the sheriff’s
overtime.”

The killings at the high school
required the equivalent of a full
week’s work lor 77 extra people at
the Jefferson County Sheriff's De-
partment, said Capt. Gary
Grainger, who is in charge of sup-
pOrt Services.

Through Wednesday, the sher-
iff's department had logged 3.672
overtirne hours by its staff of 5440
people. casting the agency
$104,460 and putting it on pace to
go well over budget for the year,
Gramger said.

At least a dozen agencies re-
sponderd to the tragedy Apiil 20,
The Colorado Siate Patrol, for in-
stance. contributed 2,832 over-

time hours costing $99,120. All
the agencics cobld be eligible for

AT LR

‘Cost of shoo% tops $1 m|l||on

some federal relief.

The UL, Justice Departmem
manages an emergency fund des-
ignated for “unanticwpated major
expenses related to law enforce-
ment activity,”” said Dick
Weatherbee, a spokesman for the
department,

“It's a small fund, abont $2 wil-
hon for the whole country, and it’s
largely depleted,” Weatherbee
said, "But they'll find a way to pay
i’

President Clinton announced
Tast week that Celorade would re-
cerve $1.5 mullion in aid, but that s
earmarked for vicims' compensa-

tion. Agencies such as the jeffer-

son County Sheritf’'s Department
will have to cover any expenses
not eligible for the Justice Depart-
ment's emergency fund.

The county projects it already
has spent mare than $420,000 for
supphies and equipment mvolved
in setting up 2 malti-agency ad-
minisirative crime: lab at the coun-
tv's Adminmstration and Courts
Building i Gaolden and a cesnmand
aind media center at Cohunbine
! ahmn

Start writer Mu hr:e! Rowmane con-
fributed to this report.
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Tom Klebold
no stranger
to loss, griet

Couple coping ‘moment by moment’

By Peggy Lowe
Denver Post Staff Writer

Tom Kiebold has lost [amily be-
fore.

When he was just § years old, he
lost a parent. He lost the ather par-
ent when he was 13.

Now, he's losl a son, 17-year-oid
Dylan, who also happens ¢ be re-
sponsible in the murders of 13 oth-
ers.

Tom Klehold, 52, talked of those
losses when he catled his friend and
former co-worker Kd Berg on Mon-
day.

“He's remarkably intact. He's
moving out of the shock and into
griel and anger, as is normal,”
Berg said Thursday.

But Tom's wife, Susan, is “pretty
much shaitered,” Klebold told
Berg.

“He said, 'I've dealt with this be-
fore, but it’s much harder on Su-
san,” " Berg said.

* ‘We are surviving moment by
mement,' '’
Berg said Kie-
bold told him.

Susan, 50,
lost her par-
ents a few
years  ago,
when  they
were in old
age, Berg said.
Berg didn't
knew which of
Tom Klebold's
parents died
when, but Kle-

bold talked Monday of growing up
without them.

“My desire was to let the poor
guy talk,” Berg said, adding that he
wasn’t shocked that Klebold re-
turned his call, ““just moved.”

Berg, a vice president at Tho-
massots Pariner Associates Inc.,
knew Klehold when he worked for
the Downtown Denver oil and gas
firm. Klebold left the company
about three years ago and now runs
a morigage and properiy-manage-
ment company out of his Deer
Creek Canyon home.

The two men taiked about the
April 20 Columbine High School
shootings during their half-hour

Kiebold

He's remarkably’
intact. He’s moving
out of the shock and
into grief and anger,

as is normal.

Ed Berg
friend and former co-worker of
Tom Klebold, tather of Dylar
Klebolid

conversation Monday. Kleboid was
grief-stricken, saying Dylan was
“pure normal” and his best friend.

Klebold aiso talked of the inces-
sant barrage of influences that
chitdren hear, Berg said.

“He said, ‘Our society feeds off
our children.” He was just talking
about the marketing of images, the
marketing of guns, things that drag
down their value system,” Berg
said.

Ironically, Klebold and Berg
used to argue about gun controt.
Berg is a member of the National
Rifle Association and shoots com-
petilively, Kiebold is a liberal who
is “strongly pro-gun cantrol,” Berg
said.

A friend of the two men called
Berg this week and fondly remem-
bered their arguments. Most of all,
the caller remembered that the
two men could argue about the is-
sue yet remain friends.

And that’s the message Berg
would like to send to the country in
the days after the Columbine shoot-
ings. People may have dramatical-
ly different opinions on gua con-
trol, but neither side should be
demonized nor ridiculed, he said.

“The relalionships are $o much
more important than anything
elﬁ."

Peggy Lowe’s e-mail address is
plowe@denverpost com.
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Police continue
searchfor -
accomplices

-7

Officials suspect more than
1 person knew in advance
of Columbine attack plans

By Kevin Vaughan, Sue Lindsay,
Charlie Brennan and Gary Gerhardt
Nesis Stast Worate 1«

The conspiracy theory is widening,

Deteenives helicve more than one person
had specific, advance knowledpe that Ere
I‘Iurns and Dvlan Klebold intended to attack
Columinne [ {igh Schinl, Sheriff john Stone
said Thursday nisht,

“Wo're not stopping at anything.” Stone

|Edition:
Yoo b

1
1Character:

Classification:
Submitting Office:

Titie: }'{(\ [ & l’:".}-r‘ LU

":""t (Vt{" P .,)J(...- R

Indexing:

peaple who were close to Klebold and Har-
ris and continue to come up with new infor-
matton, the sheriff said.

r’-_\t least two people have hired lawyers.

Stone would not disclose how many PO-
tential suspects investigators were lookmg
at except to say 1t was “'more than one.”

Robyn K. Anderson, Klebold's 18-vears
old prom date, is coaperating with investi-
gators, Stone said.

she purchased three of the guns Harris
and Klebold carried inte Columbine when
they bunched their attack, police said,
. Officers also want t question a Blackjack
Pizza cmployee who worked there with
Klebaold and Harris,

- //(J/[(r

saiel. “Hhink this thing s wider”

Investigztors Yave heep intervicwing

DC9 assauit pistol.

The pursuit of a wider conspitacy comes
as two Denver fawvers have heen hived to
represent leen-agers who were close to
Harns and Klcbhold.

John M. Richiline acknowledged he 1s
representing Chris Morms, who was a
member of the Trench Coat Maha cligue
that Harris and Kelbold belonged to.

Rickilane confirmed that Marris worked
recently at a Blackrack Pizza outlet which
also employed Klehotd and Harris.

Asked why his clieat’s name continues ta
surface in connection with the TEC-DCY
assauft pstol, Richiano said, 1 wonder
dbout that wn. I think tomarrow yvou will
find out he had nethmg to do with it

M clieey has conperated flly with Taw

enforcement and the police are happy with
the information he'’s supplied. They don't
consider him a suspect in this case.”

Richilano, 49, 1s a partner mn the Denver
firm of Richilano & Ridley PC, and graduat-
ed from the Clevelands-Marshall College of
Law in }475.

The other attorney, Robert L. Ransome,
5, acknowledged he was representing
someone i the case bur declined fo say
whio.

He is a portner in the Lakewood firm
Ranzome & Thomas. ilc worked from 1979
(o 1989 w the Jefterson County Public
Defender's Office.

Sttt Wrsker Ciavy Gevhrd! contributed o this
vithart

They bebieve the warker may have
arranped {or the killers to purchase a TEC-
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Heed the
warning
Signs

an we really blame the parents
tor the sins of the sons?
As ripples of herror and grief
continue 1o ebb across our com-
munities, few people have publicly
blamed the parents of Eric Harris and
Dylan Klebold, whase bombs and guns
killed 2 dozen teenagers and a teacher,
injuring 23 more,

Indeed, family friends and church
ministers have been springing o the par-
ents’ defense, inststing they had no way
of knowing their sons were this sick.

Only Gov, Bill Owens and Jefferson
County Sheriff John Stone have publicly
said the parents shouid have known.
Most of us feel
compassion for
these parents,
who not only lost
their sons i sui-
cides, bui also
surely feel some
responsibility for
the deaths of 12
other children
and a beloved
teacher.

Many people

have said Lhe

BILLIE Harrises and Kle-
STANTON bolds are wonder-

ful parents who
couldn't possibly
have cracked
their sons’ secrecy. Indeed, leenagers are
nstorious for providing their parents
with less than fuil disclosure.

And Eric Harris was on psychiatrie
medication, proof that his parents had
pursued treatment for their deeply trou-
bled son.

Still, it is difficult to believe that some
adult didn't notice these boys™ signals of
distress.

Friends say Tom and Susan Kiebold
never knew anything was wrong with
Dylan. Their minister said the mother
sensed a finality to her son’s “‘goodbye"
before he headed for school April 20. And
the father had noticed four days earlier
thal the bey seemed stressed.

Yel before any victims or suspecis had
been identified in the Columbine High
massacre, Tom Klebold called police to
offer assistance, saying he suspected his
son was involved. If the father never had
a clue as to the depth of Dylan’s prob-
lems, why did he eall to help during such

an unbelievabie outburst of violence?

Harris' parents, meanwhile, nad a son
who — albeit diagnosed wilh mental
problems — was allowed to spend hours
playing the wildiy violent Internet game
“Doom” and who even created a version
of the game using a floor plan of Colum-
bine High.

Together, these boys built 67 bombs
over ithe course of a year.

Both teens’ parents are well-off subur-
banites who probably wouldn’y have hesi-
tated to help their sons if problems were
obvicus. But could presceupation with
other priorities have kept them from giv-
ing these boys adequate attention and si-
pervision?

And even if the parents were oblivious,
why didn't anyone else react to the red
flags that repeatedly popped up around
these teenagers?

Randy and Judy Brown called Jeffer-
son County sheriff's deputies repeatedly
after Erie Harris threatened to kill their
son Brooks, 17. They even prinied out the
harshiy violent threats that Ervic had
posted on the Internet, thep iook those
printouts to deputies, to no avail. Where
were law enforcememt officials when
they recejved this strong early warning
of violenl tendencies? Not paying suffi-
cient attention, apparently

Likewise the teacher al Columbine
High who viewed the two boys' video-
tape, depicting themselves shootling
school athletes to death. The film teach-
er refused to let Eric and Dylan show the
video to the school because it had guns in
it. If it was toa vite for other students to
even view, didn't that raise questions as

to what prempied these two students to
make such a bizarre and frighlening
film?

Denial is not a river in Egypt. Just be-
cause we don’t want to believe it doesn’t
give us license to ignore if,

Somewhere along the line, the aduits
in the lives of Eric Harris and Dylan Kie-
bold decided not {o look af reality. Now
we all face a reality far more gruesome
than we ever couid have imagined.

With youthful violence becoming in-
creasingly lethal every vear, adults must
start paying serious atienlion to signs ol
trouble in children — especially our own.

Bilig Stanton is a deeply warried mother and a
member of The Denver Post editorial board.
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A muddie schinol m Pelanama,
north of San Francisco, was eviad-
nated after five devices that
looked like pipe bombs were found
in the backpacks of two students,
The devices weit detonated Dt

L s
bt
Title: 1:;1, . )

bt
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Lok e Ted

— newsdeskdenver-rmn.com

—_— contained no explosive matenal, Charactes:
Petajuma City Schools Superin- or ’
n tendent Car Wong said Classiticaton:
endent Latl eng sald. Submitting Office:
oy w Threats and scaves at the na-
von's schools have wmtensified
since two students killed 12 class- Indexing:

’ 1 N 7l s

mates and & teacher in Colorado. / 'L/ jr] DA 5747 7

In Tavates, Fla., a Hoth-grader
plaving hooky Thursday was at-
rested for making homb tireats
that led to the cvacuation of
27000 students frop all 39 Luke
County schools in central Florida.

A threat found on the Internet
led school officials in Sylvania in
northwest Ohio to close two high
schonls for the day so the build-
ings cold be searched, An 18-
vear-old student was charged for
threatening that Sylvania would
he the tarpet of a rampage worse
than the shootings in Colorado.

The student told detectives the

-gun, hit list
arrested

California case one
of several copycat
threats and rumors

CYssepreted Press

L

A 13-vear-old Califormua boy wath
3 loaded handsrun and a hit st of 30
names was arrested at school
Thursday — the nws senous of

anothey wive of bomb scares and
threats o disrupl schools since the

computer message was 4 prank.
A day after bomb threats at
sevepn Detroit schools, the police

Colorada massacre.

Authorities pulicd the bey out
of class at Swerra Middice School in
Bakerstield, Calif., after his class-
mates said they saw a gun under
his shirt and saw hun loading it
outside. A 4U-caliber semiauto-
matic handgun and 13 rounds of
amrnunition were found on the -
boy. satd Kern County shenff's
Cindr. Don Youngblood.

In the hov's backpiack were 3it
picces of paper, cach one with the
vame uf a classmiate or teacher, a
drawing and the wowds “because
they descrved Lo die” serawied at
the bottom, Younahlnod said.

In Enid, Okl 2 schooi employ
ce found a pipe bomb inoa se-
stroom of 4 hiwh scheol Thursday,
Classes were canceled tor the
1,400 students, and state troopers
cisublect the device.

chief promised 10 prosecute those
involved i such incidents.

“The hysteria has got to stop.”
Police Chief Benny Napoleon sawd.
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Canadian
suspect
charged

14-year-old accused in killing
at hugh school m rural Alberta

Nedewrrafed Fages

TABER, Alberta — A\ l4-year-old boy was
charped Thursdm with first<egree murder and
attemptied muarder in a shooting ot a Canadian high
sthoo! that left oo student dead and another seri-
oushy wounded,

The suspect is accused of fining four shors
Wedntesday trom o 22-caliber rifle at WR. Myers
Nigh Schoed, potice said. The teen, who was no
Wentified heesuse he s ajuvemle, was toappear in
Juvenite court,

. Killed was 17-year-old Jason
Lang. His toend Shane Chist»
imats, alse 17, was al a hospita
Thursday after sorgery. “He's
=1l in pretiy (ough shape,™ said
4 huspital spokesman Mark Grepo-
& v Grogory refused to reveal the
nature of the boy's mpuries.

e 1 Pobice refused to say Thursday
Jason Lang whether they believed Wednes-
day’s shooting was influenced by
st week's slavings at Columbine High School
neay Denver,

Although somie students mitially told reporters
the shooter was wearng o trench eoat, potice later
aaf he was wenrinye a koee-length parka of the
type convmon hore.

1 was the fivst tatad Canadian high schaof slinot-
f1g N 20 vears, the Cariician Press news agency
sard, Taber, an Alberty farm town of K000, 15 185
miles southeast of Calery and 50 miles north of
the Montana border.

“May Gad have mercy on this broken society
and all the hurting people in it."” Lang's father, the
Rew. [rale Lang, said at 2 news conference Thurs-
dav. “We pray that people will sce By this incident
it Iots of thirgs have to change m our society,
Lerts of things need to be healed.”

Many of the 40 studénts scattered and others
hid when the young gunman opened fire moments
atter lunch hour
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vy corsledt, 14, SHEi0 e saw the b(ly alm a
nfle at a student sithing against a lwcker doing
schoolwork. “Iooked down the hal), and I saw him
shoot one kad,” Tomeala said, “He was shot point-
blank in the chest. e fell w the ground and then
crawled away,”

The bespectacled qunman then shot another
student. The shooter was arvested by a police off-
cet who worked at the school, The suspect’s
mobives remained a mystery Thursday.

Student Cart Jarvis, who said he has known the
shooter for four years, described him as an avid
television waicher and computer buff wha left
Myers and stared hume schooling because he
didny’t like the teachers or the school's curticulpm,

“Nobody really bad anvthing against him., He
was just sort of there. He just did his own thing a
ot of the time,” Jarvis said.
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" TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

TV coverage of rampage
lifts news audience ratings

By Dusty Saunders
Nows Broadensting Uritre

The Calumbine High School
tragedy has produced soaring au-
dicnce ratings for cable news
channels and an mcrease in view-
ers during early evening network
NeWSCasts,

From April 20, the day of the
shootings, through Wednesday,
24-hour audicnce yatings on the
Fox News Channel were up 59
percent in total houscholds over
the previous wecek, and showed
an mcrease of 40 percent during
evenng prime time (6 to 9 p.m.
o cable, Mountain time).

CNN showed a 41 percent andi-
ence gan during the period, while
spaning to a 52 perceni merease
m prime tme. CNN's Headline
News regustered a 1 percent gam

in 24-hour household itgures and
was 16 pereent higher in prime
ume.

MSNBU's 24-hour average
during the eight-day period
showed a 46 percent increase
overall and a b6 petcent gain In
prime time,

(sains for CNBC: 19 percent in
the 24-hour average and 34 per-
cent in prime time.

During that week, NBC's
Nightly News was up 11 percentin
total viewers campared with the
previpus weck, while ABC Warld
News Tomight grew by 3 percent,
CIiS showed a shight gain. In TV
households, NBC's newscast was
up 12 percent from the previous
week, compared with ABC's 4
percent increase. CBS was up 2
percent.
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Monday, May 3, 1999

Suspected pistol seller to face

Fingerprints could ID
possible conspirators

| By Burt Hubbard and Mike Patty

v News Staif Weiters

The person suspecied of selhirg
the semiautomatic pistol used by
two teen-agers to kill their class-
mates at Columbine High Schoul
is exprcted to surrender today and
be charged with a Class 4 felony,
Jefferson County Sheriff John P.
Stone said Sunday.

He satd he expects to find peo-
ple who knew about the attack in
advance.

“The evidence is being devel-
oped, but 1 suspect we wil) have
more arrests before this case 15
over,” Stone said.

Eric Harnis, 18, and Dylan Kle-
bold, 17, used a TEC DDC-9 semi-
automatic pistol and three other
guns April 20 o kil} one teacher
cand 12 students before killing

themselves.

Jefferson County Dhstrict Attor-
nev Dave Thomas said he does
not know if the suspect will plead
guilty to any charges.

1ty a Class 4 felony in Colorado

_ tuseil or provide such a weapon to
anvone under 21 vears of age. The
penalty 15 1w to six vears in

prizon and up to a $300.MK fine.

Attorney Robert Ransome, whu
represents the seller, didn’t want
to comment Sunday.

It could be the first of several
charges filed against peeple con-
nccted to the killings.

More than 100 investigators are
still sorting through thousands nf
pieces of evidence, Stone said.

“I spent several hours today i a
briefing with some of the nmvesti-
gators and am very pleased with
the progress we are making,” he
said.

“But we still have a lot of work
to do untt we get to the bottom of
this thing.”

So far, Thomas said, investiga-
tors have not been able (o link the
more than 50 homemade bombs {0
anybody but the two gunmen, he
said.

“We don't have any evidence at
this point that anvbody assisted
them i1 making anny of these de-
vices, ‘1lth0ugh we're still Jooking
at thdt Thonas said.

Investigators are tmgeml intuy
rhe bombs and bomb debris. '

The TEC X9 was manufac-
tured i Miami five years ago and
shipped to a wholesaler in [llinois
who sold 1t to a Denver gun dealer.
The Denver dealer went out of

felony charges later this week

bustness and gave it to Larry Rus-
seil ro sell on consignment.

Russelt recalled selling 1t al 4
gun show, wiich is legal. He has
said he doesn't know the name of
the buyer, bt has said the buver
wasn't a mineor.

Thomas and other top Colorado
law enforcement officials left for
Jackson, Miss., Sunday night to
talk about the Columbine tagedy
ag part of a panel on school vio-
lence at a meeting of the National
Association of Attorneys General.

“We're going just for one day,”
Thomas said,

Joining Thomas will be Colora-
do U5, Attorney Tom Strickland;
Colorado Anomey General Ken
Salazar; chicf legal counsel to Gov.
Bill Owens, Troy Eid; Denver Iis-
trict Altorney Bilf Ritter; and Col-
vrade Public Safety Director Arni
Zavaras.

Strickland spokesman Dick
Weatherbee said the meeting al-
ready was scheduled when the
Columbine shoutings took place.
Weatherbee said the Colorado of-
fivials were asked after the shoot-
ings occurred to present a panel
discussion.

Staff writer Karen Abbott contribul-
ed to this report.
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Picking up
pieces at
memorial

Healing 1s the theme
at Red Rocks event

B{Garyll‘lassam

Nores St Wk

You'd probably never think an
emply beer boltle wouid be any-
thing other than an empty heet
hottic,

But there™s an unless in here,
as m waless you atlended the
Columinne Memorial Sunday at
Red Roeks Amphitheater. There,
H became a symbol,

Here's why:

Snartly after the memorial
started at 3 p.m.. a gust of wind

toppled & Fat Tire bottle someonc :

al a previous event had left on the
roof of a shed near Row 27,

That bottle shattered at the
feel of two Columbine students
whe were walking up the steps.

The hottle just missed the
girls, just as bullets and bhomb
shrapnel missed many of others
April 20 during the killings at
Columbine,

The brown glass scattered
along the steps.

The girls were startled, but
shuok off the scare and continued
up the sieps.

As soon as they gol past Row
28, five strangers came togetner
to pick up the shards, plece n
piece, They each made two rips
t a trash can without Jooking at
or talking to each other.

That's the way Columbine 1s
coming around — people pitching
in to pick up the pieces and move
on.

About 4,000 came together
Sunday. They wanted to be alone
— together.

Some folks came prepared for a
iot of tears. One student had a box
of facial tissue strapped to his
backpack.

“It's not going to be enough w
go around,” he said, “We've gt
about 20 boxes here,”

But it wasn’t like that at ail,

There were scattered tears,
but not the hreath-stealing sobs
the world has seen for nearly twn
weeks.

A mom, dad and their freshman
daughter came, he said. “for clo-
spre.”

Ind they get it?

“l don’'t know,” hé said, de-
chimng to give his name, “My
daughter was in the science room
(where teacher Dave Sanders
bled to death). She's 14. My other
daughter was in the choir room.
Evervhody’s heen real upset.”

The freshm:n daughter sai¢
the ceremony helped her get
through Sundav. But she's not
sure about today.

“This definitely helped,” she
said. T broke dowen Friday night. 1
know T prubably do il agai
Monday." '

But if the promises students
made Sundav stand up  today,
she'll have plenty of peopie to
comfort her
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| Victim updates

Newy Sttt

_ I"i\-'e‘ students remained in hos-
pitals Sinday:

SWEDISH MEDICAL CENTER
_ Ric_hard Castaldo, 17, remained
U tar condition with gunshod
woundds in the chest, back and
arm.

Sean Graves, 15, was in fair
condition with four gunshot
wounds, one In the back and three
i the abdomen. He was able to sit
up sunday,

Apne Marie Hochhalter, 17, re-
nuined 1o serious condition with -
wo gunshot wounds,

DENVER HEALTH MEDICAL
CENTER

Lance Kirklin, 16, remained in
stable condition with gunshot
wounds in the face, chest ang legs.

CRAIG HOSPITAL
Patrick Ireland, 17, was in fuir
condition while undergoing reha-
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Builder abruptly removes '
crosses at Clement Park ~/

By Peggy Lowe
and Andrew Guy
Denver Post Staff Writers

The wooden crosses atop 2
hiill near Columbine High
School were abruptly taken
down early Sunday by the Hli-
nois carpenter who erected
them just last week.

Greg Zanis received so many
nasty telephone calls about the
15 crosses he planted at Clem-
ent Park — one for each of the
13 victims and two for the kill-
ers — that be drove all night
Saturday and removed them
early Sunday.

The 8-foot-high crosses thal
towered above the huge, heart-
felt memorial ip Clement Park
have been controversial since
Zanis erected them on Wednes-
day. Many peoplé, including the
father of a Columbine shooling
victim, were angry that two of

Carpenter upset
by controversy

the 15 crosses represented the
twg killers.

On Friday, Brian Rohrbough,
whose son, Daniel, was murder-
ed, took down the two crosses
far Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan
Klebold, 17.

Rohrbough said it wasn't ap-
propriate to honor the shooters
in the same place as the vic-
tims.

Reacting to that outrage and
negative barrage of calls, Zanis
on Saturday made his second
14-hour drive to Colorado in a
week. He took down the crosses
at 6:30 a.m. Sunday, said Edie
Hylton, manager of comr anity
service for Foothills Parks and
Recreation Distriet.

CROSSES from Page 1A
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“He got in his car, be droye .Character:
here and he took them all down. or
He was so disturbed by the re- Classification:

action he got (to erecting
crasses for the killers). He was
trying to do something good,”
Hylton said. “It's a sad com-
ment.”

Zanis decided on his own to
remove the crosses. Law en-
forcement officers at the Col-
umbine command post were
surprised to see them missing,
said Steve Davis, a spokestnan
for the Jefferson County Sher-
iff's Department.

“When the sun came up {Sun-
day) morning, they saw the
crosses were gone,” Davis said.

The hundreds whe lined up to
walk to the crosses on the
Clement Park hili on Sunday
were also mystified when they

Submitling Office:

Please see CROSSES on 54

t helps them to let itheir grief) .

e

were missing. Photegraphs of the
hill with the dramatic landscape of
wooden crosses have been pub-
lished in mewspapers and maga-
zines around the country.

“You build a memorial for some-
one, then you take it down? That
doesn't make sense to me,” said
Wayne Haubenschild, who visited
the memorial Sunday.

Haubenschild's wife, Holly, said
she didn’t like thai crosses for the
killers were on the hill. But she
said she'd tike to see the 13 crasses
remain on the hill that overlooks
the school and park.

“When you're up here, il's so
breathtaking. This hill is symbol-
ic,” Haubenschild said.

Zanis was not available for com-
ment Sunday, as he was en route to
his home in Aurora, IIl. But his 16-
year-old son, Chris, who helped
erect the crosses, wished they were
still planted in the park.

“People look at that (the
crosses), and they know that vie-
lenge is really bad,” Chris Zanis
sajd.

PP
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Zanis builds the crosses in ihe
garage of his Aurora home, said his
daughter, Maria. Her father hastily
decided to leave for Colorady al 5
p.m. last night because “he thought
Lhe people were upset about them ”
slie said.

: Hylton said her office has re-
telved many calls about lhe
€rgsses, too.

:."We got calls in the office both
ways, that they were glad to see
e 15, and they were disturbed to
3de the 15,” Hylton said. i
: zAnother visitor to Clement Park |
?n Sunday, Aaron West, said it was

i

ﬂl?ng that the crosses were on the

. |
: “Hopefully, the crosses will be
£r§erved for a musewm or other
kinds of tributes,” he said.

: “Denver Post staff writers Jason

B44vins and Andrew Guay contribut.
2040 this report. v contribut |
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These are some of the crosses
that were removed early Sunday
from the makeshift shrine alop a
hill in Clement Park, The carpen-
ter who built the crosses re-
movad them after a father took
down two crosses carrying the
names of the two gumen.
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Carpenter removes
crosses he had '

erected for the de

By Apti! Washington

Noas Sttf Werter

Greg Zanis arrived at @ hillside behind Col-
umbtne High School at dawn Sunday.

Just five days after he had put up 13 crusses
to hanor the Columibing dead, Zanis Lok down
the remaining 13 crosses from the hillside at
Clement Park.

Two were already gone, removed by a man
whose son was killed in the April 20 shoatings.

“(Zanis) drove up the hill where the crosses
sal, touk them all down and placed them in his
blue pickup,” said Mike Gentelmen, a park
emplovee, “He wasn't happy. | guess he got a
tot of flack.”

Zanis, an [bnots carpenter, was taveling
Sunday and couldn’t be reached for comment.

Family members said Zams removed the
crosses to avoid further controversy. despite
the urging of friends and family to leave the
crosses i place.

“We drove 16 hours straight to put them up
because somevne asked us {u,” said his son,
Chris Zams, who helped his father erect the
crosses. "The whele thing has caused prob-
lems, and he'd rather take them ali down,”

But Zams’ latest actions further fueled the
controversy.

Brian Rohrbough, the father of slain student
Daniel Rohrbough, accused Zanis of “adding
insult lo mury”” On Friday, he destioyved tae

crosses erected for.gunmen Enc Harris and
Dylan Klebold.

“He should have left the 13 other crosses
stunding,” Rohrbough said. “Instead of doing
the right thing to honor the victims of those
fwo murders, he comes back and Lears down
whale thing.”

Rohrbough said e was outraged when Zanis
erected a Christian symbol to honor the gun-
men, who killed 13 and injured 21 before
killing themselves.

< father travels throughaut the country

Character:
of

R |
“I question his motives, His agenda was 1o
create problems,” Rohrbough said. “To have
thewr crosses mixed in with their vietims' is
completely evil.”
Chris Zanis, 15, said his father's intentions
were pute.
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“1s his way of making as take a look al the

violence happening,” said Chris Zanis, whose
N T
crosses for victims of vislence, crecting
. Hundreds of penpie snaked around the park
Sunday waiting to view the muddy hill where
the 15 crusses once stood.

Seme said the gunmen's crosses should
hav_e Leen placed on a spot away from those for
their 13 victims.

“If they want to put crosses up for them
hecqusg they were just two disturbed kids,
tﬁat s fine,” said Karen Albri ght, a 38-year-old
Q(;Iumbine alumna. "They were the ones who
k:llgd thosg people we came to mourn.”

Rina Poitras of Alberta disagreed. She had
h{rPed to place flowers on all the crosses,

‘They should have left them all up, cven the
twe boys who did the killing." said Poitras, 55.

They are victims. in many ways, of our vio-
lent society.”

One Guight spol jifted the cloud that damp-
ened the day for many.

An unidentified man erected a large, wooden
Cross Sunday afternuon on a hill facing the
mountains, near the spot where the 15 crosses
stood.

“People don't realize what the cross means
to the Christians who came to the park to
Femember and mourn,” said Chris Gdom . a 32-
vear-old renver carpenter as he 1'ubbe:d the
‘m‘u;' cross. “It's 2 symhol of forgiveness and
deiding
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" Weapon
seller will
surrender

Suspect given time
to put affairs in order

By David Olinger and Peggy Lowe
Denver Post Staff Writers

The man suspected of selling the semiau-
tomatic handgun used in the Columbine High
Schoo!l massacre is expacted to surrender to-
day, after investigators gave him the week-
end to get his affairs in order, Jefferson
County Sheriff John P. Slope said Sunday
night.

The man, whom one official close to the
case called “a local young adult,” will be
charged with a class 4 felony — selling &
handgur. to a miner, the sheriff said. it is a
state, not federal, offense.

Stone did not divulge the suspect’s name.

One of several guns used

The suspect met with sheriff's investigag
tors Friday. Stone said the suspect asked for,
and was allowed, the weekend to put some
things together.

He added that the suspect told investiga-
tors he had no idea what the weapon was
going to be used for when he sold it to the
underage buyer. However, Stone said, whex
a weapon of that sort is
sold io a teenager, no
seller can assume it will
be used for a good pur-

a e

' eeta m——————

s

The weapon was one
of several used in the
April 20 rampage that
killed a teacher and 14
students, including the
two gunmen. Twenty-three were injured.

The gun is an Iniratec TEC-DCY. It waé
banned under the 1994 Brady Act. But thop:
sands of the weapons, made before ihe ban,
still may be legally bought and sold by
adults. )

Robert Ramsome, the attorney represente
ing the gun seller, could not, be reached fof
comment Sunday night.
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Thousands of leads . dition
Investigators took a much-needed day o"f i T
rest from the case Sunday, although many S -7 .
attended a service for Columbine students, o /' . .. - ../ HE M
families and staff at Red Recks Amphi- Fiee f(
theatre. . _ Ao
There literally are thousands of leads and -t R
pieces of evidence in the shootings. ‘haracler:
But this week will be “3 good week, abusy o
‘week,” said sheriff's spokpsman Steve Davis. acsitication:
This week also marks a return to classes nanng Ofiice:
~ -Pleass sse GUN on 5A
__hdexing: Ve g - .
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‘Gun seller

expected
to surrender

GUN from Page 1A

for the Columbine studeots and
faculty.
- Beginning today, they will altend
hfternoon sessions at nearby Chat-
jeld High while Chatffeld’s stu-
dents aitend morning classes.
+ When Columbipe’s students enler
fhatfield today, they will receive
ew ribbons — blue for Columbine
tnd burgundy for Chalfield —
cund fogether in the shape of a
Beart. Calumbine’s 1,960 students
pach aiso will receive a T-shirt
at has a single “C” on the front
with clasped hands, symbolizing
fhe two schools.
* The Columbine building still is a
massive crime scene. The Jeffer-
§on County school district has said
Ll won't be reopened until the fall,
yut administrators want Colum-
hine staff and students together for
the rest of this school year.
. *1 will not allow this tragedy to
jrase the 27 years of excellence
{kat Columbine represents,” Col-
tmbine Principal Frank DeAngelis
éaid at the Red Rocks memorial.
+ Columbine students also will be
ringing along plenty of new school
$upplies.
¢ On Friday. studenis received
book bags full of supplies, thanks to
Honations from area stores.
i Most kids lefi their bags and be-
Jongings behind when they fled th
school during the attack
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'Researchers -

say Harris
reconfigured
video game

Boy turned ‘Doom’ into school
massacre, investigators claim

By Burt Hubbard
Newes Statt Wrdler

Eric Harris rceconfigured a violent com-
puter game called Dogm, possibly as a dry
run for the deadly shootings at Columbine
High School, researchers at the Simon Wie-
senthal Center sav.

The game, found among Harris' compulur
files, was changed from a shooting com- .

petition ko a massacre, Rabbi Abraham
Caoper, associate dean of the Los Angeles.
based center, said Sunday.

it had some dying characters crving out,
*“Lord, why 1s this happening to me?”

The Wicsenthal center investigates hate
crunes and groups.

“Whal is quite shocking and disturbing is
something that might be a diversion lor
other kids could have bheen a dry run for
Harris,” Coaper sad. “Basically, what we're
looking at is a massacre.”

Harrs, 18, and s friend Dylan Klebold,
17, killed a teacher and 12 students April 20
al Columbine and wounded 21 others before
killing themselves.

Witnesses sand the teens methodically
walked inta the school and moved from
room Lo room shooting guns and throwing
humemude bombs.

Cooper said one of the center’s Internet
investigators found files several hours after
the shootings that appear to come from Har-
ris’ Web site. They ncluded several ver-
sions of the computer game Doomt that Har-
ris had created.

The investigitors estimated Harris had
spent up to 100 hours reconfiguring his ver-
stons of the game.

See DOOM on 14A

TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

Altered ‘Doomt’
version called
‘a massacre’

DOOM from 4A
Harris and Klebold were foom

fanatics, friends sard. Players trav-

el to & planet where they hunt and

. kill armed enemies and, in turn,

can be killed by demons and ene-
mics. Players are rewarded with
weapons as Lhey reach higher lev-
cls.

liowever, the center found a
version of the game apparently
created by Harris thal allows the
plaver to be invincbie, Cooper
gaid. The game starts with the

! player armed with unlimited

weapuns and ammunition and the
eriemies unable to hurt him, he
said. The plaver simply mows
down ali the other characters.

That version is called “God
mode.'” Harris had used God mode
to transform the game.

“{t changes Doomw from a space
version of the shootout at the OK
Corral to whal's more along the
lines of the massacre,” he said.

Investigators who played the
game found Harris’ e-mail address
embedded in some: of the animated
walls in the game, he said. In
another version of Deom created
by Harris, he thanks Klehold for
his help.

But Friday night, the Wicsen-
thal investigators made a chithng
discovery.

In some locations in Harns' ver-
ston of the game, the dying charac-
ters tatk 1o God to ask why they
have been shot,

“It was very eerie,” Cooper
- sdld,
DDuring the rampage al

Columbine, the gunmen asked
several sludents whether they bu-
tieved in God before they shot
them,
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Cooper sad his mvestigators
are almost positive the audio is not
part of the regular game.

“I'm gwing to conjecture that it
was either downloaded from
another game or it was recorded
and laid i there,” he said.

Cooper said the center will alert
authorities in Colorado.

“Considering we are all trying
to understand what made him tick,
this particular game is shockmg,”
he satd,

It wasn't the only time Harris
apparently had modified Doonz.

Newghbor Judy Brown said she
has heen told that Harris modified
the game $0 that the sefling was
their neighborhood and the
Brooks home was the target.

Staff writer Lynn Bartels » con-
tributed to this report.

q3Y ™
1777



FD.350 (Rev  5-8-81)

] {Mount Chipping in Space Below)

et M s e e e = e e el Stk e s b e

Shoels family
plans to sue
over massacre

By The Associated Press

+ DETROIT — Geoffrey Fieger,
fhe former attorney for Dr. Jack
evorkian and a former Michigan
ubernatorial candidate, will rep-
esent the family of one of the stu-
dents killed in the Columbine High
Echool massacre in a lawsuit.

. “This isn't aboul money, it’s not
about bringing Isaiah Shoels back,
it’s ahout changing things for the
better,” Fieger told WDIV.TV in
Petroit in an interview broadeast
Sunday night.

. Fieger, who met with the Shoels
family in Colorado over the week-
end, said he will start by filing a
lawsuit against the parents of Dy-
lan Kiebold and Eric Harris. He
said he may also ‘ile lawsuils
&gainst gunmakers :nd those who
$old the weapons to the gunmen.

. Fieger is in the midst of trying a
$50 million lawsmI against “The

Jenny Jones Show.”
3
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GUN from 4A

aflalong.”

Ransome said Manes, who
works with computers, is “scared
todeath.”

“It's pretty obvious thal peaple
need to direct thetr anger some-
where. He's probably the only via-
ble target for their anger” Ran-
somae sad.

Manes is the first person te be
arrested on charges of helping Eric
Harris, 18, and Dylan Klehold, 17,
arm themselves prior to the April
20 shoolings.

The paw killed 12 students and a
teacher and wounded 21 others
hefore committing suicide.

Ransome smd Manes bought the
gun recently at the Tanner Gun
Show, the same place where Kle-
bold's prom date, Robyn Anderson,
purchased the three other guns
used in the Columbine assauit.

Manes sold it in March, but Ran-
some wouldn’t say which of the
two gunmen purchased it.

Asked what Manes thought Har-
nis and Kiehold would do with the
gun, Ransome said, "It never
occurred to him . . . Mark had been
up there in the mountains shooting
with them.”

Ransome said Manes was intro-
duced to Harris and Klehold by a
friend who worked with the gun-
mer at a pizza shop. The friend
Irves just a block from Manes.

In ather developments Monday:

® Investigators said they have
not ruled out the possibility of an
accomplice.

“They've always, from Day 1,
had a feeling that there had to be
some people who had some knowl-
edge or helped them plan or build
some of these bombs,” Jefferson
County sheriff's spokesman Steve
Davis said.

The coroner found traces of 2
prescription drug in Eric Harris'
bedy that is commonly prescribed
for depression or obsessive-com-

l :

]
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pulsive disorder.

. w Authonties were still trying 1o
mterview the Harris family. Har-
ris' parents have declined to talk
unless they are granted immunity.

W Davis said it appears unlikely
that the pizza shop employee who
itroduced Manes 1o Harris and
Klebold will he arrested.

& Investigators said they have
received 1,418 leads in the case.
So far. they've fmished checking
ahout 200 of them.

m The parents of senior Brooks
Brown, who had filed complaints a
vear ago with the Steniff's Depart-
ment accusing Harmis of making
death threats, strongly criticized
Jefferson County Sheriffl John
Stone.,

Stone sad Monday he is suspi-
cious of Brooks Brown.

“The Brown family made these
allegations, yet their son was stil
runping around witk this guy,”
Stone said. “Would I rule Brooks
Brown out? No, T wouldn't. Would 1
call Mm a suspect? No, Am | suspi-
c1ous of him? Yes, 1 am.

“These guys coming by with a
gun and saying, "You better leave.
That raises some red flags.”

Brooks Brown's father, Randy,
saud his son was in no way involved
in the shooting.

“Let's make it clear that while
Eric told Brooks to leave cutside
the school in the parking lot,
Braoks' younger brother Aaron
was 1n the school cafeteria in
harm's way. Aaron was shot at and
he barely escaped with his life. It is
not possible to believe that Brooks
wuould ever alfow that to happen.

“Why doesn’t he just adnut the
Jefferson County sheriff's office
didn’t do their job and leave my
children atone?”

This isn't the first time Manes
has been in trouble with the law,
Between 1993 and 1997, Manes
was cited four times for underage
drinking, three times in Jeffersen
County.

He also was stopped five times

1

Il a possibility

‘Date: feud i
Idition: hae s

4 H{’(‘ Pk -‘_/ L]
1 . - { ¢
for traffic violations. shen .

The last time he was cited for ‘
drinking was in February 1997 in ;:t P
Jefferson County. He was 19 years
old, and he paid 2 $48 (me,

One of the traffic tickets, in
November 1994, cited humn for at-
tempting to elude a police officet e
after midnight. The day before he
got a ticket. for fuihng to have his
hights on while driving hus car at
3:15am.

The underage drinking and traf-
fic tickets showed he went to high
school at Colorade’s Finest Alter-
native School in Englewond and
later attended Arapashoe Commu-
nity Coltege.

Other tickets had lim working
at Pizza Hut and fater an Armadillo
restaurant 1 southern Jefferson
County.

Cheis Mann, 21, attended Qigh
schaal with Mark Manes. )

Manna remembers Manes as a
nice guy and a “'rocker” who fa-
vared long hair, leather jackets and
light jeans.

“Mark wasn't part of the popular
crowd,” Mann added.

Andy Brungardt, who lhves on
Manes’ strect, recalled seeing kids
in trench coats walking past his
home to a rundown house on Chat-
field Avenue more than once over
the past couple of years. Harrig
and Klehold were part of a group at

school called the Trench Coat
A -ifia
A Jefferson County schools -
spokeswoman said Manes attend- <[ me | think it's a classic
ed Columbine from fall 1991 to ayample of the effect of the med;
winter 1993 without graduating. 3¢ constant bombardment of usin:
Pavis said investigators wter-yiglence, showing violence, th
viewed Manes for four hours Fri- offect that has on subconciou
day. The Bureau of Alcohol, To-ings of our youth who hav
bacco and Fircarms traced the grown up with it from Day 1"
TEC-DCSY, found its last owner
and that led them to Marnes. Staff wriiers Brrt Hubbard, |
Runsome said Manes went to Kass, Sue Lindsay and Marlys Duri:
police before they went tohim.  contributed to this report.
“My client has taken the high
road. He really wanted to be forth-
right,” Ransome said.
Ransome was asked to explain

2 } 7
N7 '/'

Manes’ fascination with guns.
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Tuesday, Mgy, 4990
- 5 gunshot
. victims still
in hospitals

H By Mike Patty

News Stq.{? Weter

Sean Graves, 15, regained some
feeling in his jeft foot and was able
to move it Monday afternocn for
the first time since he was wound-
ed. said a spokeswoman at
Swedish Medical Center,

Sean is one of fve Columbine
High School students who reman
nospitalized after the Apnl 20
shootmgs that killed 15 and sent
23 to hospitals. He remained in
fair condition with gunshot
! wounds in the back and chest, but
doctors said the movement in hus
! fool is encouraging.

! Sean also has been wheeling
!
]

o e m——— e a e -

himself around the hospital floor in

a wheelchar, and has been work-
: ing out with hand weights.
! Richard Castaldo and Anne Ma-
rie Hochhalter, hoth 17, also re-
! main at Swedish. Richard re-
mained in fair condition in the
multitrauma unit with wounds in
the chest, hack and arm. He has
bech sitting up and engaging in
physical therapy.

Anne Marie remains in serious
condition with a wound in the
chest, but has been sitting up in a
chair each day and undergoing
some physical therapy.

Elsewhere, Lance Kirklin, a 16-
year-old sophomere. remained in
serious but stable condition at

Denver Health Medical Center. |

He is rccovering from gunshot
wounds in the face, chest and legs,
and faces more surgery. a hospital
spokesman said.

Patrick Ireland, 17, continued
his recovery and therapy Monday
at Craig Rehabilitation Hospital.
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students protest security

Fifty Denver West High School
students walked out of schoo
Monday to protest what they sayis -
overzealous security,

_ “They frisked me.” Sarah Mar-
tnez Chavez, a ninth-grader, said.
“They send kids home for weiring
fatigue pants.”

West High, like most schools in
the melro area, has increased se-
curity since the: April 20 shootings.

Among the measures:

W Students can enter only the
front entrance; the othey 25 are
locked from the inside.

B Students must wear their [Ds
around thewr necks.

B Backpacks are frequently
checked. Lockers are checked i
there is probabie cause,

® Students aren't atlowed to
weir trench coats or capes.

“Mayhe we did overreact,”
Principal Irene jordan said. “But

we had parents calling, wanting
assurance their children are safe.
We wanted to be able 1o say thes

: E
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Healing
time for
returning

students

‘We're going to be known

" as school that overcame this’

By Brian Weber

News Eduection Writer

Columbine High Schoaol teachers and
students cried, hugged and celebrated life
Monday — their first day together since
the Lragedy that ravaged their schoal two
weeks ago.

Classes resumed at 12:50 pm. at

" Chathield High schiool with an uphbeat

“atonnd each other”

assembly where faculty and students
cheered each other with a new sense of
purpose.

“The message Wes wWe're going to bL
known as the school that overcame this,”
senior Mandy Dugan said. “We're not
going to be known as the school that was
GVErCome.

“We're going to move on, but we're not
gomg to forget.”

That attitude fiowed into the halls,
classrooms and ot the dour when school
ended at the unustal hour of 6 p.m, Han-
ners and posters of welcome and love
plastered hallways,

“We couldn’t have scripted a betier
first day” Columbine principal Frank
DeAngelis said.

“Right now
stages of nealing,”
said.

The abnormal day brought normal at-
tendance — 95 percent of the 1,954 sty
dents and all of thew teachers came.
Ninewv percent of Chatfield Kids attended,
shghtly below average, distnict officials
said.

Some Chatfield students. who now
atiend ¢lass only 10 the piorning, staved
through the aflernooen as guides.

“Weo were all eryving all day, arms
sophumaore Kim Fox
said. “The tears wore not always sad but
icars of juy, too.

“People would say, "Glad 1o see you,”

everyone is 1 different
senior Casey Stoner
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and then they'd start crying.”

They began the day where they ieft
their last one at Columbine — in fifth
period when Enc Harris and Dylan Kle-
hold sprayed bullets and bombs through-
aut the school.

Kids Dstened and counseled each vth-
er.

“We're all just happy to be together
again,’ Dugan‘said.

In shortened classes of 40 minutes.

Ahmag erryfews Sialf Photographer
Columbine students leave Chatfield High an Monrday after their first day back
in school since the shooting two weeks aga. Classes ended at 6 p.im,

they were somber as discussion centered

on the shootings.

"Right now the priprity is not academ-
ics, it's healing and getting aver this,”
sensor Sergio Gonzates said. It was good
to talk. Only we kiow what we went
through, We can ouly be helped by people
who know what we went through.”

Staff writer Munny Gonzales .un!nbu!rd fv
thasreport. ., ., oy
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Doom level a ‘dry run,’ rabbi suggests

8y Kevin Simpson
md Jason Blevins
Jenver Post Stalf Witers

As authorities examine Eric
Harris’ customized versions of a
violent video game, those who
played Doom over the Internet
with Harris say he created a game
ievel based on Columbine High
School’s floor plan.

Investigators at the Simen
Wiesentbal Center in Los Angeles,
which flags hateful apd racist Web
sites, have uncovered several
home-made versions ef Doom
found on Harris’ now-defunct Web
site. The versions include a “God

players are invincible to enerny
bullets. Harris also thanks Dylan
Kiebold for his heip in creating the
typed-up levels.

Doom is “basically a game of

skilt and a game of competition,"”
said Rabbi Abraham Cooper,
associate dean of the center. “The
version we found on {(Harris") Web
site is pot a game of skill. It’s a
game of massacre.

“Here, they set the rules,”

Cooper said. “This was maybe
even a dry run for the massacre
that took place in real life.”

Cooper said his center's

investigators also sturnbled upon a

mode” in which heavily armed  disturhing aspeci of the game

tound in Harris' fijes. As
characters lay bleeding from
gunshots, they shout out, *' ‘My
Lord, why did you do this to me? ™
he said, similar to reports that
Harris and Klebold asked fellow
students if they believed in God
before shooting them.

“lt is retlective of somebody's
mindset,” Cooper said. “There’s
not a question that this was kind of
the precursor for what they acted
out in real tife.”

While Cooper said the center’s
investigators could not positively

. suy Harris created a level hased on

the schooi’s floor plan, authorities
said they confiscated a copy of the

floor plan from Harris' house that
noted good places to hide and spots
with poor lighting.

And some Doom players say
they recgil Harris introducing such
‘»level gver the Internet.

“He actually made a level of
Doom that was the same layout as
ibe high school,” one metro-area
young marn, who asked not to be
identified, said during a visit to the
memoriais set up at the school.
“He called the level ‘CHS.’ It was
as clase as you can get for a
computer game. Ji wasn'l the
entire school — you eouldn’t make
tevels that big. But it was

Please see oqou on 1A —
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Doom level may be a ‘dry run,’ rabbi says

{DOOM from Page 10A

definitely part of it.

*J‘That game was basicalty kill
ing that moves,” he said.
Thris Charla, editar of Next Gen-
ation magatine, & publication
ed at video gamers, said #'s
unusual fer piayers o create
els of familiar places.

¢ “1f you go back and see what lev-
2ls wete posted on bulietin boards,
‘ithe first level someone made was
itheir house or schooi or work,”
Charla said. “It belps to make &
Jlevel of something you know.”

Harris atso created a level that
outlined his own neighborhood,
with the home of classmate Brooks
Brown as the primary target to be
destroyed before advancing, ac-
cording to a complaint Brown's
parents filed with the sheriff’s de-
partment in early 1998

Harris' profile on his America
Online account lists “professional
doom and doom? creator” as his
hobbies. And his online nickname
was “Rebdoomer™ — an apparent
reference to Columbine’s Rebel
mascot.

ot a now-closed bulletin board ser-
vice called “Rec Zone™” and “you
could conpt on seeing him (online)
w0 or three times a day,” said the
young man.

Another video game aficiottado
familiar with Harris’ online perso-
na said that judging from subse-
guent bulletin board postings he
believes Harris also created a Col-
umbine High School level of the
game “Duke Nukem,” a more re-
cent generation of the Doom-style
games. Included as weapons in
that game were pipe bombs — a
key element in Harris and Kle-

bold's real-life April 20 assault on
the school. They kitled 12 students
and one teacher and wounded 23
others before killing themselves,

The aficionade, whe also asked
not to be identified, cited a mes-
sage-board posting from a fellow
gamer that read, in part: “I just re-
alized {sic} that yesterday I played
him akout a year ago on a map he
made in dukenukemr 3d dude.
Guess whal the map was made of?
The freaking school. His school.”

Jason Blevins can be reacked at -

Harris, 18. used to play regularfy
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DA summit focuses

By Kieran Nicholsan
Danvar Post Stat! Writer

In the aftermath of the senseless
massacre at Columbine High
School two weeks ago, the nation’s
top prosecutors gathered Monday
in Mississippi in & unified attempt
1o stop youth violence.

The Presidential Summit on
Youth Violence and School Salety
in Jackson had been planned for
about a year, but the recent shoot-
ing deaths of 12 Columbine stu-
dents and a teacher at the hands of
two heavily armed students has in-

- tensified the need to prevent such a

tragedy from happening again.

A delegation of Coloradans, in-
cluding Attorney Geperal Ken Sa-
lazar and Jefferson County District
Attorney Dave Thomas, participat-
ed in ¢he opening day of the sum-
mit, which ends today.

“We talked about the unified re-
sponse and where do we go from
here as far as looking for solutions
and taking care of the victims"
said Thomas.

The conferance is sponsored by
the National Association of Aftor-
neys General,

“It was reafly imporiant for
them lo hear the message we had
te bring,” said Thomas. “Society
and leaders of our communities
need to take a real hard look at it
and try to preveni it from ever
happening again.”

The - Columbine tragedy is the

th violence

mast deadly high school shooting in
the nation’s history, but it's not an
isolated incident.

Over the past 19 months, 31 peo-
ple have been killed and 72 wound-
ed in school violence across the
couniry, said Salazar. Fatal shoot-
ings and bombings have taken
place in Oregan, Tennessee, Penn-
sylvania, Arkansas, Kentucky and
Mississippi.

A report authored by Mississippi
Altorney General Mike Moore,
president of NAAG, calls for a min-~
imum of four components to stop
viclence in schools:

M Every scheol should have a se-

curity and crisis management plan .

in place. {

¥ Schools and law enforcement
must formalize partnerships.

& Anonymous crime-reporting
systems within schools should be
used.

@ Conflict resolution programs
should be used as an alternative to
violence.

- Btil}, in arder to guard against
youth viglence in schoals, the en-
tire community — not just govern-
ment and school officials — must
berome involved, Salazar said.

Salazar called op the media,
businesses, churches, parents and
youngsters io get involved.

About 40 state attorneys general
attended the summit and the re-
maining offices sen! other repre-
sentatives, Salazar sald.
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15 crosses
going back up
— on 2 hills

Greg Zanis savs he's coming
back with 15 mure crosses.

The Chicago contractor first
crected 15 crosses on a hiliside
behmd Columine High one
weel age, only 1o remove them
Sunday because of criticism that
he shouldn't have mixed the gun-
men's crosses with those of the
13 people they killed.

This tume he'll take a different
approach.

“I'm going o put 13 {crosses)
on one hill, .and two on another,”
he said.

He plans to stop by Columbine
after he erects crosses in New
Mexico, where six children were
killed in a bus accident Sunday.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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Some students
advised to stay
out on first day

By M.E. §prquelmeyer and Sue Lindsay
News St Writers -

School oificials suggested that some Iriends and
associates of the Columbine High gunmen stay
home Monday when classes resumed,

Seninr Brooks Brown staved home after 2 coun-
selor told his parents, “Mavbe he shouldn't be
there today,” said his mother, Judy Brown,

Jefferson County poblic schoals officials said
they offered tutors or other options
for cight Lo 10 students who knew
seniors Eric Harris and Dyian Kle-
bold. Only six ook the otfer, but
others joined their classmates
without any problems reported,
said Rick Kaufinan, the district’s
communicatians director.

Those students are not consid-
ered suspects, but they are wit-
nesses, said spokesman Steve
Davis of the Jefferson County Sheriff's Depart-
ment. _

“We belteve it was in the best interests of those
students and the students returning to school,”
Kaufman said. “There were @ number that said,
“Thark you for the offer but we'd like to finish out
the school year,” and wo said that's perfectly fine.”

Judy Brown said ber son was not offered alterna-
tive education, but Kaufman said it (s available to
any studertt not ready o go back to classes.

Brouks Brown said he chose Lo stay home.

“Peaple from the school are being accusatory,”
he said. "“It’s not sumething [ need.”

Brown was once friends with Hareis, but he
also filed compiaints that Harris threatened to kill
him and to cause mass destruction. His family has
criticized authorities for not investigating the
threats,

Harris and Brown apparently recenciled some-
time hefore April 20. That day, just before the
shooting began, Brown was vutside smoking a ciga-
rette when he met Harris, who told him: “Brooks, |
hike you. Get out of here. (Go hame."

Brown was suppused to be in the choir at a
memornial service Sunday but left the stage after
classmates taunted him,

He saic he is not ready to return to classes.

“The general fecling around school is that [
knew shout this beforehand,” he said. “Not onty
do I have 1o deal with the deaths of four of my
friends, 1 2lso have to deal with the fact that two
of my friends are the enes who killed the other
twao.'’
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‘ Harrls had E m#g:{]etul‘l:ef:mzaﬁ :Shfbro:m; iEdmon. .
*. medlcatmn
in his blood

SSRI, which helps to boost the level
of the neurotransmilier serolonin ./ S
— which regulates mood and intry- Tite Sl en S
By Ann Schrader
. Denver Post MedicaliScience Wriler
Jefferson County autherities

sive and repetitive thoughts -— in
confirmed Monday that Eric Har-

the brain. i e
Luvox has been on the market

 ris had a psychotropic drug called

* Luvox in his bloodstream, but an

only since 1994. Studies before if Character:

was put on the market indicate CLo

that the drug triggered mania in 1 Classitication:
percent of the cases. Davies, how- isumi“inﬂ Office.
ever, said those were people who !
actuatly had bipolar affective dis- — .
order, in which there are swings indexing: o SO
between a “high,” agitated mood | et e

expert said there is no scientific
evidence connecting such medica-
tion to behavior changes that io-

i volve hostile outbursts.

Harris bad a lower midlevel
therapentic amount of Luvox in his
blood when he apparently shot

¢ himself after the Columbine High

Schoot shooting spree.

The Jefferson County coroner's
office reporled Monday that initial
toxicology testing on shooting sus-
pects Harris and Dylan Klebolg
was pegative for drugs, but addi-
tional testing was done once it was

' indicated that Harris may have

and depression.

Davies said Luvox isn't tracked
with blood tests during therapy. In-
stead, monitoring of drugs such as
Luvox is done during doctor visits.
' Doctor and patiert discuss whether
symptoms are easing and whether
there are side effects, and the dos-
age is adjusied. A (herapentic level
of Luvox is the amount needed to
control symptoms, Davies said, so
it varies from patient o patient.

Davies, who noted he knows
nothing about Harris’ diagnosis or
treatment, said he is concerned
that media ceverage of Harris' use

{4

been taking a psychotropic drug. -
“The standard screening was
done for illicit drugs, the commen-
ly abused prescription drugs and
| many over-the-counler medica-
tions,” the coraner’s office said in g
¢ wrillen release. “Many prescrip-
tion medications are not identified
on standard screening tests. Fur-
ther testing for specific medicp-
tions or chemlcals is done only
when indical,

The finding of fluvoxamine, the
generic name for Luvox, “does not
change the cause and manner of
death,” said the Jefferson County
coroner, Dr. Nancy Bodelson.

It's not known what the Luvox
level was in Harris' blood, and it's \ , '
not known what Harris' diagnosis LY -
was or how long he might have s
been on the drug. A E

The military has said Harris’ ap- ‘
plication for the U.S. Marine Corps \
{ was refected five days befare the VAY
shootings because he was on Luvox
ang becavse he lied about his use of o I&INED
the drug ail a previous medical s T -

screening. o “_,; ij
Dr. Robert Davies, director of ) k,'.—,\; R I o { 3

the anxiety and mood disorders . e ’;W 1

clinic at the University of Colora- 1 oger s #4 341

do, said there is no evidence con- ’

| necting drugs such as Luvox to be-

. havior changes that involved
- | hostile outbursts.

of Luvox will dissuade people from
seeking treatment. The drugs are
effective in many cases, he sajd.
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Eager to graduate Editon:
. _ During the packed assembly, : -
Before entering the school, Col- Columbine’s advanced choir sang ‘ ot — -
! umbine senior Everett Wolfe lis- “The Star-Spangled Banner” and o R N o
i tened to Lhe song “Friend of Mine” Chatfield's student body president ‘me e e
. as it echoed through the neighbor- welcomed them, ' — ; P REITTI
w hood. “It’s a dream you want to “It felt pretty good. We have to R ‘
wake up from,” Wolfe said. “1 just start moving on," said Columbine O
wanl to get on with it and gradu- student Alicia Juarez. | Gharacter.
ate” o ) Columbine students then went to o
“Friend of Mine™ was written by tﬂleir fifth-hour classes — about Ciassification:
Columbine students Jonathan and where many of them would have Submitting Oftice:
Steven Cohen and their youth min- been when the shootings began.
ister in memory of those slain at Students said they got into groups -—
the school.. and talked about the ordeal, where Indexing:
Chatfield students will allend they were and why it happened.
school from 7 am. to 12:10 p.m. Then they went through the re-
and then clear the parking lot with- mainder of their class schedules.
in 15 minutes to make way for Col- Ater school, Columbine fresh-
urmbine students who are in class man Nick Bondar, his arms loaded
from 12:50 p.m. to 6 p.m. with books and other school items, |
Seme Columbine students said Columbine is “bigger but it's |
showed up early Manday, only to less confusing.”
find traffic snarled and parking Sophomore Sarah Green said “it
lols overflowing. Side streets for was hard to find your way around.”
blocks around Chatfield, locaied at
732; S. §1mms St., were lined with h Many of her feliow Colurnbine stu-
students’ cars. I dents got last in the halls, she said,
The Woodbourne Homeowners ' but most teachers weren'l angry if
Associalion, where Chatfield is lo- they arrived to class late.
cated, has waived parking restric-
tions. »
: Denver Post staff writers Carios
Heavy security lliescas, Kieran Nicholson and Ja-
Jefferson County schoals offi- nel Bingham contributed to this re-
cials said 94 percent of Colum- part.
bine’s students and 100 percent of —
its teachers were at Chatfield on -
Monday. Chatfield students’ atten-
dance was at abeut 90 percent,
Security was beavy around the
building. There were Jefferson
County sheriff's deputies, campus
security officers from Columnbine
and Chatéield, and parent volun- :
teers from Chatfield in and around |
the building_
The campus is closed so students
can’t come or go after the school
day begins. Students can enter and ,
exit only through the main doors
and must carry identification
cards.
Because they have no lockers,
Columbine studeats must carry ev-
erything in their baekpacks. If
backpacks or other items are left
unattended they can be confiscal-
ed, school officials said.
Many Columbine siudents left
personal belongings behind as they
fled the April 20 rampage, and
those won't be released until the
end of the school year.
Counseling was available Mon-
day for every Columbine student,
with the offer open as lotg as they
need it. A “safe” room also was set
up for students. FBL/DOJ
"
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Admussion spurs first arrest
directly linked to massacre

By David Olinger,
Howard Pankratz
and Peter G. Chronis
Denver Post Stafl Writers

A 22-year-old man from a guiel neigh-
borhood south of Columbine High School
has admitted selling an assault pisto! to
the students who used it in a massacre at
the schoal. ’

Mark E. Manes surrendered to Jefferson
County authorities at 1:45 p.m. Monday to
face a felony charge of selling a handgun
to a minor. He was released [rom jail after
posting & $15,000 bond and is scheduled to
appear in court next Monday.

Manes is the first person arrested on a
charge direetly related to the April 20
massacre that left 15 people dead and 23
others wounded. Erjc Harris and Dylan
Klebold, the students who bronght four
guns and dozens of homemade bombs to
school, ended their bloody rampage by kill-
ing themselves.

Manes, a computer programmer, could
not be reached for comment. But his law-

Cd

yer, Robert Ransome, said Manes told in-
vestigators during a four-hour meeting
Friday that he had no idea Harris and Kle-
bold planped to attack the high school with
the gun he provided.

“He admits giving the weapon. He was
horrified,” Ransome said.

“His mom and dad have been very anti-
handgun, very anti-gun. And alf of a sud-
den he has a whole new attitude. Really al}
of a sudden, it's like, ‘Mom, you were
right.” He has really changed his tune.”

Manes did not know Harris or Klebold
well, Ransome said, bul did shoot guns
with them three times, ineludipg one trip
“ap in the mountains.”

“These kids loved to go shooting,” he
said.

The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office
has obtained a homemade video of Kiebold
and Harris practicing with weapons in the
mountains, reportediy with two men and a
woman. It has sot been distlused whether
Manes was among their comipanions on the
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tape.

Sheriff John Stone said he be-
lieves Harris, 18, and Klebold, 17,
had help planning the deadliest
sthool shooling in U§ history —
and expects some of that evidence
texome from a painstaking finger-
mrnt analysis of bulieis and bomb
méterials.

“] think the evidence will show
there were more than two people
infolved in this,” the sheriff said.
“You've got a lot of stulf that was
supposed to blow up, and it didnt

ow up.”

+ Blone said withesses have told in-
vestigators that others were in-

vdfved, and delectives are looking ;

dt-physical evidence to corroborate
Lbae claims. He predicted “there
will be an arrest made of some-
body that had direct knowledge —
one or more.”

Manes lives ahout 2 miles south
of Columbine High and attended
classes there. He was introduced to
Harris and Klehold by Philip Dur-
an, a 23-year-old delivery driver
who worked with the teens at a
Blackjack Pizza parlor, Ransome
safd.

Duran, who lives three blocks
down West Alder Avenue from
Manes, has been unavailable for
comment.

There may not be any evidence
lo support criminai charges
against Duran, the sheriff’s spokes-
man sajd.
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The handgun Manes sold to Har-
ris and Klebeld. an Intratec TEC-
DCY semiaatomatic pisto), was
banned from manufacture as an
assault weapon in 1994, Those al-
ready in cireutation can be sgld at
retail stores or in private gun
trades, but no handgun can be pur-
chased legally from a firearms
dealer by anyone under 21 or from
a private seller by anyone under
18.

Manes is accused of selling his
TEC-DCS to a 17-year-old, a felony
in Colorado that can bring a prisen
term of two io four years and a
fine of up to $500,000, Harris didn't
tura 18 uniil April 9.

The three other guns Harris and
Klebold brought o school — a
semjautotmatic rifle and {wo shot-
guns with sawed-off barreis —
were purchased &t a Celorade gun
show by Robyn Anderson, a friend
of Kiebold’s. Police have heen
treating Anderson as a witness, not
a suspeci, because she was 18
years oid and eligible to buy rifles
and sholguns at the time of her
purchase. Giving long guns to 2 mi-
nor is not a crime unless the pro-
vider knows they will be used for
criminal purposes.

e s

” The Denver Post / CHS

(
: !
| Mark E. Manes, 22, has admitted 1o selling an assauk pistol to the i
. teens who used it in the at Columbine High Schoo!. |

Did Anderson know?

“She is not cleared,” Davis said.
“There are several people who
have not heen cleared at this
time.”

Neither Anderson nor her attor-
ney cuuld be reached for comment.

Ransome declined lo name Ma-
nes’ emnpioyer. the price Harris and
Klebold paid Manes for the TEC-
P, and whether he sold ammuni-
tion o the teens.

He said Manes bought the gun at
a Denver-area gun show, and that
“to the best of my knowledge, 1
think it was his only transaction”
as a gun seller.

Manes paretts’ have been “dev-
astated” to learn their son soid a
gun to the Columbine High killers,
be said.

The Manes family lives in a
madest ranch house with red brick
trim, in a neighborhood just north
of Chatfield State Recreation Area.
Isaiah Shoels, one of the students
killed at Columbine High, lived just
around the cerner-

Most neighbors knew [ittle about
the parents or the grown son whe

lives with them, a tall, thin guy |

with a ponytail who was some-
times seen taking his gitlfriend for
u stroll on Alder Avenue.

1

Tim Dawson, a 23-vear-old friend
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A Jefferson County Schoal Dis-
trict official said Manes atlended
Columbine High from 1991 until he
withdrew in 1993. But a neighbor
said Manes graguated in 1995, and
in a 1997 couri, filing Manes said he
wenl nr to attend Arapahoe Com-
muunity College.

Manes' parents are “good people.
Mark bed a job and a life” said

and neighbor.

Mark Mabes has been ticketed
several times for underage drink-
ing and once was charged with {ry-
ing to elude a police officer. Court
records show no previous felony
charges.

Denver Post staff writer Marilyn
Robinson ceniributed to tbis re-

pert.
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Killers’ friends opt

to be home-schooled ——

By Patricia Callahan
Denver Post Staff Writer

Some “friends and associates” of
the two gunmen responsible for the
deadliest school shooting in 11.S.
history did not return to school
Monday with their classmates,
opting instead to finish the
semester at home, district officials
said.

School district officials offered
{he home-schooling option to eight
to 12 students, and four to six of
them accepted, said Rick
Kaufman, a Jefferson County
schools spokesman. The rest will
finish the school year at Chatfield
High School with their classmates.

“We wanted them to be aware
that because of their association
with Eric (Harris) and Dylan
{Klebold) there may be some
students who may be upset,”
Kaufman said. “We were trying to
be sympathetic to those individual
students as well as the students
returning to scheol,”

District officials singied gut the
students hased on their own

investigation, information from the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office
and media reports.

“They were not suspects,”
Kaufman said. “However, they
may have provided witness
information.”

The district offered the students
and their parents tutors,
home-bhased teachers or materials

.50 that parents could teach their

own children until classes end May
27, Kaufman said.

“It’s a decision that parentis,
students and the school district
need to make together,"” said Larry
Sullivan, assistant executive
director of the National
Association of School Psycholegists
in Bethesda, Md. “These kids are
probably as traumatized, if not
more so, than many of the
students.”

The district did not reveal the
names of the students who will be
home-schooled.

Patricia Callakan's e-mail
address is
peallakan@denverpost.com.

The Denver Post ! Lyn Abweis
Although the crossas ave gone, 15 wiless of flowers and other mementas still sit atop a
hill in Clement Park. Oticials pl# to skat removing the memoarials today.
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Hill memorial§ % —

to be taken down

Beginning this morning, flowers and other
mementos left on top of “Rebel Hill” since the Apri
26 shooting will be removed.

Citing public health and safety concerns, the
Colorado Historical Society announced Monday that
employees of the Foothills Park and Recreation
District will begin removing tbe items at 6:30 a.m.
The flowers wili be processed into potpourri, and thel
other mementos will be placed in temporary
storage. .

The hill, west of Calumbine High Schoo!, kas been
a gathering spot for mourners since 13 large crosses
were erected there te remember the dead. Long
lines of people trekked through thick, slippery mud
throughout the weekend to pay their respeets atop
the hill, named for the Columbine Rebel mascot.

Controversy erupted Friday when the father of
one of the victims removed the tweo crosses made fort
killers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold. By Sunday
morning, the [linois man who buiit the crosses had
removed them all. .

Today, the rest of the memorials scailered around
Clement Park will begin coming down. The Colora
Historical Society and the Littleton Historicai
Museumn will coordinate teams of volunteers to

remove the items. I’s expected to Lake Lhree to four |
days. j
1]
t

The park district and Jefferson County's
commissioners will decide where and how the
mementes will be stored on a long-term hasis.
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By Virginia Culver
Derver Post Feligion Wnter

There’s a space crunch in
Jefferson County because of the
tragedy at Columbine High School.

Groups lose
school space
for meetings

And it goes beyond the problems ~

of scheduting Columbine classes
and events.

Nonschool groups, which often
have night sessions in school
buildings, mus! look for new
locations because Jefferson County
bas closed all its 143 sehool
buildings to nonschool events after
6p.m.

For many such groups, such as
Roy Scouts, homeowners'
associations and other nonprofits,
the next hope is the local church.
But in many cases, churches are
booked solid seven nights a week.

"We're like a 7-Eleven,” said Joe
Seefried, business manager at St.
Frances Cabrini Catholic Church,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave. “We'd try
tn accommodate if we are asked,
but it would be difficult because
we have about every inch of our
space under use.”

He said the religious education
and youth programs, as well as
non-church events, keep the place
swamped until 8 or $0 p.m. most
days.

“Plus, we have to be careful
about what we schedule. We can't
have a basketball game going on
next door to a prayer service,”
said Seefried.

The Cotumbine tragedy “has put
a lot of pressure on the whole
community,” Seefried said.

* Jefferson County schools
decided soon after the April 20
school shooting to close their
buildings to all but school-related
events. "It was a way to tighten
security, and probably will last
until the end of the school year,”
said Nancy Hagee, of Jeffcd
schools’ communications
department.
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Refunds will be given to groups

that paid in advance to use the
schoots, she said.

Law enforcement officials are

EiflenOltn i

e
investigating the possibility that )
the Colymbine gunmen had access]
1o the school and took bombs into

assault on the school.

All Jefferson County schools -
now leave only the front door open,
though people can leave from any
exil. “Sometimes there’s only one
custodial person an duty and he
can’t watch every entrance,”
Hagee said.

“ & fot of peopie have been
disptaced in the aftermath of the
tragedy,” said Eilen Olin, who
schedules activities at Light of the
World Catholic Church, 10306 W.
Bowles Ave. “We're busy every
night, plus we keep open a space

for Jeffco Mental Health to use for
counseling people because of the
tragedy. This is a busy
community.”’

1 understand the school
situation, but we've already got12
Scouts groups meeting here plus
our own activities, like church
meetings and Bible study,” sai¢
Dot Schicktanz at Columbine
Upited Church, which is a
congregation of Presbyterians,
United Methodists and United
Church of Christ members.

“We have fine arts groups and
Scouts and AA meetings and other
nenprofits, but we might be able to
rent on some Tuesdays and
Fridays,” said Jerry Long,
administrator at Littleton Unitad
Methodist Chureh.
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