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| POE! ] white female, home
addresgs| uston, Texas, wag advised of the identity of

the interviewing agent and investigator and the purpose of the
interview. ﬁprovided the following information:

I_lmiawpﬂl iioh schooi [ 7]

| lshe met| [while on

the Internet. } |he was a student at
, | High School.

»

o the besat of her knowlege,
1had only contacted one another

over the Internet and telephone,

by
|
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Date of transcription 12/10/1999

white female, home
r—addressl Ficuston, Texas, 77062, home telephone
was advised of the identity of the il'zterviewina agent

T and 1nvestigator and the purpose of the interview.
provided the following information:

— '
ag Contact WiLh him over Lhe Inbernet and Lelephone, }
advised |

l inumixced—l____lt ria the Internet. ] ]
explained had attended High School with] |
lstated she last spoke with
inl | and over t t
3.
e e T -
never met in person,
advised now lives at » Houston
Texas.
| S
(SN
b
S
OTAINED

Investigation on 12/06/1999 # Houston, Texas

File ¥ 174A-DN-57419 ~ Date diciated  12/10/1999
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Houston, TX

1

Interview Log

TASK_FORCE AGENT (teal] lana sPECIAL AGENT
{SA) | ‘ e address for

Srriyve
ouston, Texas.
Interview began.
TFA and SAI obtain wverbal "_n.d_m;j_l;ﬁen
consent to searc bdroom area for ocated

!, Houston, Texas.

L ] TFa| nd SA:depart residence and bV
travel to F.B.I. Office, 2500 East T.C. Jester,
Houston, Texas. LD

Arrived at F.B.I. Office, 2500 East T.C. Jester
Houston, Texas. SA@asked Iif
he wanted anything | drin 5 j2eclined.
Obtained fingerprints from:|

sal ~ lread body fluid consent form to
| Eigned the form.
Obtained saliva samples froﬂ
equested to use the restroom. used the
restroom.

Writing began for Exemplar B-1.
Writing completed for Exemplar B-1.

Writing began for Exemplar B-2. ,

having difficulty writing with his left hand.
complains he is cold. TFA[_____ Joffers him
a jacket. uts on the jacket.

Writing completed for Exemplar B-2 Lting began for
Exemplar B-2a. SA] |offered something to

eat or drink. I ld lined.

Writing completed for Exemplar B-2a. Writing began for
Exemplar C-1.
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01

01:

Ot

01:

:50PM  Writing completed for Exemplar E. ed B
gomething to eat. [ Jwalked wit to

01

02

02

02

02

8
:45PM SAE TFA:andl arrive af

LN

i29PM  Writing completed for Exemplar C-1. Writing began for

Exemplar C-2.

3opM _sal offers%omething to drink.
| frequested and receive ottled water from FBI
co

ee shop.

:39PM  Writing completed for Exemplar C-2. :stood to

stretch his arms and legs.

40PM Writing began for Exemplar E. [Si

stretch and use the restroom.

:00PM :I:old he is free to leave. ecides to
stay and talk with TFAEand S

02:

05FPM

is voluntary.[ ___ Isigned and began writing a
written statement.

:16PM % told he does not have to write a statement, to

:30PM q:o letes written statement. S
telephones to tell her they will be
leaving in e next couple of minutes to return home.
Aﬁ: TFA) ] andy Jeave FBI office.

home.
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Date of transcription 12/08/1299%

On December 7. 1999 L born |
| [fouston, Texas voluntarily provided
saliva samples to 53] Jfor use in an FBI

investigation. These samples were collected utilizing sterilized
cotton tipped swabs and the collection took place at the offices of
the Houston FBI, 2500 East T.C. Jester, Houston, Texas.

Prior to providing the samples,:uas advised of the
identity of the collecting agent, of the purpose of the FBI's
request, and of the FBl's intention to analyze the samples. After
reading and stating that he understood the "Consent to Collect
Bodily Fluids and Hair" form, voluntarily signed the form
and provided the collecting agent wich the saliva samples.

The collection of these igning of the
consent form was wibtpnessed by SA nd Denver Joint

Task Force Officer] »

Investigation on 12/7/1999 at Houston

File # _ _ 149 /Q-C?/ Date dicated 12 /7/1999
's'i | SA | )
by J flCEIl

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to YOuUr agency.

it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 12/08/15%9

I I Date of Birthl l Social

Security Account Number | |
Houston , Texas, telephone numberl] Jwas interviewed at
his place of residence and at the Office of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, 2500 East T.C, Jester, Houston, Texas. After being
advised of the ideptity of the interviewing agents and the nature
of the interview,| |provided'the following information:

| He has a home computer]

JHe got the computer
approximately one year and five months ago. Ameriga On line {AQL)
has been the Internet Service Provider (ISP) for Hisg

screen name on ACL isg Additional screen names for
C— ] are Eadl Jmet ERIC

HARRIS last summer over the Internet while txrying to look up
people who knew how to play a video game. did not realize
he was actually talking to ERIC HARRIS.- »

File # 17 C i Date dictated 12 /08/1999
by

This do??ncm contains neithet recormmendstiond nor conclusions of the FBI,

L It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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174A~-DN-57419

Continuation of FD-302 of ,on 12/07/1999  pe 2
L7
[o N
{knew
about e stu rom INE througn watching television. He
would write everything down on a piece of paper so he would know it
later _ I
| ave been placed 1n a 1A

envelope and are belng maintained 1n the files of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

We knew the Sherifil LIOm Lelevision.

[D7]
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174A-DN-57418

Continuation of FD-302 of _ ,On 12 / 07 / 19399 . Page __3.__

: One day, Eweuld like to write a film or movie.

has video copies of several horror wmovies including Scream
I, Scream II and the Texas Chainsaw Massacre. He got some of his
ideas for the threats from the movie, Scream I.

wrote a free and voluntary statement to SA
and TF regarding

signed statement was turned over to TFAI N

b7
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of ranscripion 03 /06/2000

_da;e_au;u'.md__.rr Social Security
Account Numbe ouston, Texas,

telephone numbe . lwas interviewed over the telephone
while he wags at his place of employment| JHigh School Sr.,
Houazton, Texas, telephone number | _J

er being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and
the nature of the interview, [ Jprovided the following
information:

-

b7

k7T

Investigation on 01/06/2000 a Houston Texas {telephonically)

File ¥ 174A-DN-57419 N
by SA Sadﬁ/)lu

This document contains acither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL i is the properiy of the FBI and is losned to your agency;
it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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Date of manscription 01/04/2000

Date of Birth

Social Security

Account Numbey

] Houston,

Texas, telephone number|

| wag interviewed in the back

yard of her residence. After being advised of the identity of the

interviewing agent and the nature of the interview,
the following information:

| provided

AL IRNTONETION CONTEINED
LALL
Investigation on 12/29/1999 2 Houstomn, Texas 3v/ 8
n File# 174n-DN-57419 ) Date dictated 12 /29/1999
y SA : sadf T )-
H \
\ This documeht contains neither recormmendations nor conclusions of the FBI.

:w\ilg tents are not (o be distributed outside your zgency.
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174A-DN-57419

Continuation of FD-302 of |

,on 12/29/1999 .. 2

Columbine, the Sheriff andl

_ He is not a bad kid.
doing. He wag just trying something.

He did not know what he was

D
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
D

Date of ranscription 01 /04 /2000

| | Date of BirtH ] Social
Security Account Number[ - — =

Houston, Texas, telephone number] W interviewed in
| located at]

Houston, Texas. After being advised of the identity oI the
interviewing agent and the nature of the interview,
provided the following information:

BEREIN JS UNCLASSIE

Investigation on 12/29/1999 a Houston, Texas 94341 2% A
L L " an e 7
File# 174A-DN-57419 /\‘ Daic dictated 12 ,/29/1999
; y SA ' sad .
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Continuation of FD-302 of _]

on 12/29/1999

, Page

2

used the computer for school and

Pleasure. During school, he would come home and stay on the
computer ' Dle about the
computer. 3

| »
< - - ] lwriting

- threats to Columbine, the Sheriff, and] would be the

first problem they ever had withj
kI
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 01/06/2000

To: Denver

From: Houston

Attn: Investigatoqy

Squad 5/DNJTTIF-L7T

CT ~ 2 Domestic Terrcorism

Contact: SAI_ |

Approved By:

Drafted By:

1 85a

Le
Case ID #: .,1/7'4A-DN-57419 (Pending)’g'

Title: ERIC HARRIS (DECEASED) ;

e

DYLAM KLEBOLD (DECEASED); -
UNSUB (S} ;

JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO;

- AMATION CONT
COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL BOMBING, LﬁLTNFO U 1ASS ol

04/20/99; DA
ACTUAL OR ATTEMPTED BOMBING

Synopeis: To report requested information to Denver.®

Reference: 174A-DN-57419 Serial 279

Administrative:

Enclosed FD302's were sent to Investigatorx

Donald Estep via Groupwise email on 01/05/1999.

Enclosure(s):

B

LB 1900

Detaila: On 12/29/1999, Special Agent {(5A)

{1) One original and one co of FD302 regar
interview with]|

{2) One original afd_gng_ggnx_gﬁ_in302 regar
interview with

{3) One original and one co of FD302 regar
Interview with [ ]

{4) Two FD340, 1A envelopes containing origi
notes from above interviews.

#9378
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ding
ding
ding

nal

We

of

Jas requested by

Investigator|

Jof Denver's JTTF.

The ]

information on

-

ucted to develop background

To summarize the interviews,
Nothing
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To: Denver From: Houston
Re: 174A-DN-57419, 01/06/2000

negative was learned about

through her interview.

Denver also regquested Houston interviewi I

teachers in order to identify the teacher who

n talking
pgspey | Foal ags learned
Ianal kre no I8®nger employed

i1ll continue her investigation

atl Figh School. SA]
to complete the lead and i1dentify and interview the teacher who

received the threat.

Investigation is continuing at Houston.

L 14
pasadol

Je 15
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Automated Serial Permanent Charge-Cut
FD-S5a (1-5-94)

Case ID: 174A-DN-57419 Serial: 297
Description of Document:

Type : FD515

Date : 01/10/00

To : HOUSTON
From : HOUSTON

Date: 01/20/00 Time: 10:11

Topic: FEDERAL SUMMONS OF

ON 1/10/2000

Reason for Permanent Charge-Out:

new case was opened for subject

Transferred to:

Case ID: 266A-DN-58448 Serial: 5

Employee:

e

o CONT ATV

3 ueht " e ME

’qpfjﬂ¥77£?

AL, INFORMATS

(790-DM-574149. 997
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(Rev. 10-01-1999)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 01/18/2000
To: Denver Attn: SAC
ASAC-A
ASAC-C
S8
From: Denver
Squad 5
Contacts SAl |
Approved By:
Drafted By: | | dae §
o7
Cage ID #: 174A-DN-57419 (Pending)
CONTAINED
Title: ERIC HARRIS (DECEASED); o= AmmO{LMﬂz’ﬂfssW
DYLAN KLEBOLD (DECEASED); HEREIN Y,
COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL BOMBING -~ DAT ‘//75
JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO; 493
04/20/1999; ' @
ACTUAL OR ATTEMPTED BOMBING >
00: DENVER

Synopeis: Close case pertaining to Team 4, the Cafeteria Team,
as investigation has been completed.

Details: Writer and Team 4 has conducted and completed a
‘thorough and complete investigation pertaining to captioned
matter, specifically the investigative regponsibilities of the
Cafeteria. Team. SAi has forwarded all the results of the
investigation to Lead Investigator, Jefferson County
Sheriff’'s Office.

No further investigation is anticipated with a logical
investigation being completed. This matter is to be considered
closed.
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| Copycat threats spook

schools across nation

By Jim Hughes
Denver Post Stafl Writer

As investigators continued cataloging
evidence from Tuesday’s massacre at Col-
umbine High Scheecl, officials from Wyo-
ming to Georgia reported copycat inci-
dents and unrelated but haunting acts of
school violence invalving guns.

From bomb threats to bad jokes, the in-
cidents left one injured and perpetuated
the atmosphere of fear that has prevailed
in schools across the country in the wake
of the Columbine tragedy.

B All schosls in Florence were. closed
Thursday after a Colorado Springs televi-
sion stalion received an e-mail message
from a self-described satanist promising a
gory continuation of the Columbine trage-
dy at Florence High School. Officials trac-
ed the message back to that school’s com-
puter system, but couldn't determine who
had sent it or from which computer termi-
nal. Schools were scheduled to reopen to-
day.

W A rumor wreaked similar havoe at
Russell Middle School in Colorado Springs.

“The student body heard that a certain
individual had a list of (people) he was go-
ing to kill and had eniered the school with
a weapon,” said Colorado Springs Police
Lt. Steve Liebowitz.

About a dozen students, scared by the
rumor, went home with parents. Uniform-
ed police officers spent the remainder of
the day going from classroom to class-
room comforting students, Liebowitz said.

W Also in Colorado Springs, four high
school students were arrested on trespass-
ing charges after showing up for scheol
wearing black masks and trench coats, an
apparent atternpt to spoof the two Colum-
bine suspects. Several Colorado Springs

schools also received bomb threats in the
past two days, Liehowitz said.

A Two 16-year-old males were arrested
Thorsday for making bomb threats to
Douglas County High School in Casile
Rock, acrording to county officials. They
claimed to he members of the Trench Coat
Malfia, officials said.

Ml Bomb ihreats also were reporied by
officials at a Cheyenne school adminisira-
tion building and a Cheyenne high school
student, described as a Goth, was suspend-
ed after he made comments on the Colum-
bine tragedy that administrators found un-.
acceptable. Members of Gothic groups
often focus on death and violence.

M Just outside Baton Rouge, La., a 4.
year-old girl was accidentally shot Thurs-
day on the grounds of Scotlandville Middle
Scheol by a man across the street engaged
in a lovers’ quarre!. She received suparfi-
cial wounds frem the errant ballet, said
East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's Office
spokesman Li. Darrell O'Neal. :

School officials’ first thought the shoot-
ing was a copycat scenario, said Bill Mill-
er, a spokesman for the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Schools,

“The lmtlal reports scared us to death,”
he said. “We thought we had a copycat
thing here, but it's not.”

M It a small Ohio lown on Thursday,
13-vear-old boy was arrested after threat-
ening to come to school with a gun “to kill
all of the people that he didn't Like,” said
Tuscarawas Police Chief Scott Ballentine.

W And on Monday, the day before the
killings at Columbine, two students at Ev-
ans High Schooal in Georgla were arTested
for illegal possession of a handgun. Local
authorities, with the help of the FBI, are
looking into allegations that those two
boys, aged 15 and 16, may have had some
kind of Internet contact with Dylan Kle-
bold, Eric Harris, or their associates. '
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Friday, Apnil 23, 1999

Two teens
arrested

for making
bomb threat

Dougtas County High
recerves call in name
of Trench Coat Mafia

By M.E. Sprengelmeyer_ﬂ
Nows Sraﬁ' Writer '

Two teen-agers have been ar-
rested on charges of making a
bomb threat against Douglas
County High School in the name
of the Trench Coat Mafta.

Authorities think the bomb
threat Wednesday at the school n
Castle Rock was a hoax but will

Mount Cipping in Space Below)
— T TTERE TeK

continue to investigate any possi-
ble links to the tragedy at Colgm-
bine High School, said sheriff's
deputy Kimberly Stucken-
schneider.

Someone called the school
about 11 a.m. Wednesday and stat-
ed: "This is the Trench Coat Mafia
and there 1s 2 bomb in the build-
ing; detonation time three min-
utes.”

Investigators got tips from nu-
merous parents and students im-
plicating two boys, a student anda
former student, Stuckenschneider
said. They were charged Thurs-
day with making false reports of
explosives and conspiracy, which
are both felonies, Stucken-

schneider said. They were not*

identified because they are mi-
NOrs.

“The reason we're pushing so
hard for felony convictions on this
Is S0 we won't get so many hoax-
es,” Stuckenschneider said.

On Tuesday, several hours be-
fore the Columbine High tragedy,
a fake pipe bomb was found in
front of Highlands Ranch High
School. It consisted of two pipes
with a fake timing device, wrapped
in duct tape, but contained no
explosives,

After the killings in neighboring
Jefferson County carried out by
two students linked with a group
calling itself the Trench Coat Ma.
fia, security has been added at all
Douglas County Schools.

Highlands Ranch High School
held an assembly Thursday to
quell rumors that the school had

been targeted by the Trench Coat
Mafia

“It's kmd of scary. This very
easily could have been us,” said
junior Keri Ross.

Ross was thankfu) for extra se-
curity officers stationed ip the
school’s lobby, but their presence
has made others uneasy.

“It’s scary. You fee] like you're
it prison.” said sophomore Jenny
Freeland, 15. “It makes me wWorTy
more. I feel something terrible is
going to happen.”

Sitting in class, Freeland
thought about what she would do
if shooting erupted.

“I was thinking, ‘What window
would I jump out of” ™ Freeland

said,

Y
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Killers’ parents owe
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community an
exnlanatlon

here were their parents?

That is & question, spoken or
not, that is on t.he mind of
anyone who wonders how the

terror that stalked the haflways of
Columbine High School counld have been
incubated.

J4 must have corme, in its infancy or in its
adalescence, from the home.

- Yet we aren't sure.

.. The parents of the killers, Eric Harris
and Dylan Kiebold, can help us
uaderstand.

" But so far they have heen wrapped ina
sllent, self-imposed cloak of seclusion,

1i I were them, I'd have sought out a
protective womb, too. I would pot want to
face a battery of network microphones, or
an antagonistic prosecuting atforney, or an
angry parent of a child who had been shot
in the face.

1 would hide.

But I would be asking myself —
repeatedly asking myself -— one question:

Can something good emetge from
something so evil?

The answer, clearly, is: Yes.

And you cap belp provide that answer,

For the moment, your silence, your
grief, your embarrassment, your shame,

atraidlopmwdeu:withanymmght your sorrow, all can be undersiood. We can
coToaiog o boftiog g [ Lo 0 e will give you time o conaol
a m , 18 we will give yon to conavle
understandable. yutery yourselves, to absorh the anguish of
- —
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Only yon can tell us what went wrong on
Tuesday — not totally, but partiaily.
And please - please — don't be

defensive. Just give it to us straight.

Did you know what Eric saad Dylan were
feeling? Did you knaw their frustrations?
Did you know the extent of their hate? Did

Chuck you krow of their obsession with guns-and
1 explogives? Did you know of their

\ | Green obsession with German militarism? Had

: you ever reviewed their Internet

activities? Did you know of their addiction
to viclent video games and satanic music?
Were you in {ouch?
It is nol shameful if you were not. That
only puts you in the crowd of many parents

friends, to receive the comfort of those of teenagers who have veered,
who are closest to you. inexplicably, from the rational world.
But then, please taik to us. But it doesn’t excuse you from an

obligation to belp as understand what

happened.
These were your kids. You may have

done everything possible to help them, to
stay close to them, lo respect their .
privacy, to give themn some space.

You may have practiced so-called
“tough iove,” and you may have been too
lenient. You may have turned away, not
wanting to believe what you were seeing,
oF you may have just thought they were
g:ing through a hatmiless phase of acting .+
out.

'y

But we need (o know.

Please — talk with us. For the others
who died, and for those who might die in
the future, you owe us that much.

Wocinasday and Frdey, He Gacsseas arvert ovanl
evan

KNUS 710 st 7:15 a.m. Monday, memuFrldny He

telophone ls:iDa—aQO 1771; his &-mail sadress is

cgresnposti@eal.com i
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seﬁzﬂ@f
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Teen maintains resolve, faith in face of tragedy

JEFFERSON COUNTY -—
A window took a bullet for
Adrien Gnmm.

All she had planned to
do Tuesday was walk out-
side Columbine High
1 School, grab a Coke and
-1 walk back inside.

d  Instead, she ran for her
life.

“Glass blew out in front
awamssmmmm  of me,” she said. "} saw
this young kid, a freshman or sophomore.,
He was big but young. He had a baby face.
He staggered about halfway down the hall.
He was holding his throat or his chest. He
dropped. He kind of rolled over. He
couldn't get up.”

She had heen in the hallw ray of the
library, where most ofthe vidtims were
killed.

Wednesday, she was walking around

Gary
Massaro

_talked to me in years,”.§
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Clement Park just west of the school.

This is an example of your usual law-
lessness in this neighborhood: A wormnan
was walking her dog in Clement Park, nght
past the sign that said no dogs allowed.

(Grimm ignored the woran, intent on
offering her observations about the mass
murders.

“T hung around with that group my fresh-
man year,” said Grimm, 17, a senior. “The
school gave them that nickname, Trench
Coat Mafia. It started out with two people.
Then more started doing it. And they
weren't their lonely selves anymore. They
were in a group.”

She said she had called her mother as
saon as she got to a friend's house.

When she got home, she got %alls.

“I've had pe who haven' "t
ek .saud. "lt s kind
of cool to know other people care.”

As Grimm talked, she was approached

by Elaine Jarvmcn a stranger, who hugged
her.

“[ just wanted to come and give some-
body a love,” Jarvinen said.

When Grimm talked, she folded and
unfolded her hands loaded with six silver
rings on her fingers and left thumb.

Folks who say the kids of Columbine will
never be the same may be right. But don’t
consider kids like Grimm fragile flowers,
either. She’s tough as cactus. Nor are her
dreams shattered like the window that took
the bullet for her.

“I'm still going to graduate,” she said.
“T'm not going to let this ruin anything. F'm
not.”

When .~. are listens, people taik.
Call hint gﬁ(ig 2-5271. Massaro's col-

umn appears St m& Tuesday. Wednesday
ande !’;un p,l Lie
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Scmy YUMOYS all toa 'feal for MInority students |

. You can see them if you
look hard enough, teen-
{ age kids walking the
4] streets to nowhere in par-
ticular at midmorning, far
from the spot where the
killings occurred,

“Why aren’t you in
school?” you ask the four

Bill girls walking not far from
Johnson  themall. It’s clear they
s 2r¢ Catholic high schaol

girls because, well, the

sweater worn by one of them says so.

“Um," they say, their eyes darting,
their faces turning crimson. They are
busted. They know it. '‘Selidarity,” one of
them finally says. “We're mourning for
the kids who were killed the other day.”

The reasons are myriad and some, no
doubt, are genuine. Like those of the 16-

year-old boy who has spent the past three -

days unmoving in his bedroom. His moth-
et called to tell me of him. His fears to him
are so real, she says. Speak with him, find
out for yourself, she adds.

But please, don't identify hirn, she
pleads. Don't use his name. His life at
high school already is difficult enough.
And it isn't just him. She's been on the
phone all this morming, she says, witha
half-dozen other parents of fearful kids
just like hers.

Astan parents. Hispanic parents. Three
are, like her, hlack. They have heaed the
rumor of a still-active “hit list” that was
posted on a now-dismanticd Internet site.
Their children, all ethnic minorities, are
the rumared targets.

Should they dismiss it? Yet isn’t that
what people at Columbine High did? May-
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be it really is all nonsense. Maybe they
just need time. And maybe — just maybe
— they'll miscalculate and send their kids
to school, only to have them come out in
body bags. “How do you know what to
trust now, what is real and what isn’t?"”
the woman on the phone is saying.

Her boy is staying home,

It 1s a fittle before noon, I have to wake
him. “It’s OK,"” he says sleepily.

He is 16 years old. His mom, he says,
thought she was doing 2 good thing when
she moved them south of the city from
Montbello to a predominantly white
school. He wouid get a good education
there, she told him. He did better in
Montbello, the boy now says matter-of-
factly.

He and his mom agreed he would stay
home for a while after watching the news
on TV al day and night Tuesday, *'[ hate
feeling so scared,” he says.

Yet too many things were similar at his
school. There are kids with black trench
coats. Large numbers of them. He sees
the way kids there stare at him, mumble
racist things as if he were deaf, too stupd
or too afraid to say anything.

Kids at Moentbello would say the same
thing, but it was different there, he said.
*They would say it to your face and —1
don't know — it was bad, but it was some-
how different. Better."”

Now, he says, the kids say it but lie
about it. “I went up to one kid who did it
and confronted him. He looked so sur-
pnised. ‘Whatever, man’ is all he said. It
got worse after that,”

At first, he thought it was just him. And
why did people have such a problem with
him? But other minority-students were

getting the same thing, “Mostly, it was
threats,” he said, "An Asian girl just 2 few
wecks ago finally complained, but the
school did nothing.”

They said it happened too long ago to
do anything, the boy said. “The reason
she didn't was she was afraid. The boys
had threatened her. She told because she
couldn't take it anymore. She’s at home
now, too.”

He hates feeling, he says, like a
scaredy-cat. He knows people will see
him that way. He hates having asked his
mother to transfer him out of the school
— “I know that’s just running away” — to
one where he feels more comfortable.
"“Where 1 can be, you know, just me.”

Maybe he would go back next year, he
says, ‘1o see if anything is different, if
things have been fixed.” The schecl told
his mom they'll have police officers
through Friday.

“But what happens when it's Monday"
the boy asks. So he'll just stay in his room.

“I know there’s no guarantees, that if a
kid wants to do something bad, he will,”
he said. “But if kids are threatening oth-
ers, ] think the school should act. Ours
doesn't. It's like they just don't want to
deal with it. But that's what led to Tues-
day.

“Those kids were saying things, but
nobody did anything. And look at what
happened.”

Monday, he says after a long pause.
Maybe Monday. y

Biil Johnson's column appears Sunday,
Wednesday and Friday. Rockybj@aol.con
{303) 892-2763.
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i Police couldn't believe their eyes Character: g0 & .
1 when at tne height of Tuesday's mur- or
t

der spree, a young rman ran toward Classitication:
Columbine High School armed witha | Submitting Office:
oislol and a knife.
Already on high alert, and fearing ‘
: the black-Clad young man was part of  [ndexing:  /r7 7 o 7 37w St /
the kiflings, SWAT members aggres- LT o S
sively confronied the youth, )
! He turned out to be a Columbine
i student, intent on arding his school-
: mates. His ptstol was a BB gun.
“He didn't understand when they
| told him he couldri’t go in,” a police

officer said.

" | ‘-\\'L‘ .
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1 Dozensofpoliceagenclesmvolved >

IEFFERSON COUNTY — Al leas? two
dozen police agencies are invoived at
the crime scene at Columbine.

i The Jefferson County Shenff's Office
15 coordinating the invesligabion, but
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms is lcading the investiga-
tion tnto explosives used in the crime,
said Dick Weatherbee, spokesman for
the U.S. attorney's office in Denver.
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State schools
don’t screen
for violence

‘State leaves policies on identifying

troubled kids up to each district

By Brian Waber
News Education Wriler

- Colorado school districts are not required by the
state to have methods for identifying students like
the two who killed 13 people at Columbine High
School.

As a result, it’s hard to know whether teachers
use any written gmdelmes where they exist, offi-
cials said,

Betty Fitzpatrick, director of health services for
Jefferson County schools, said mdmdual schools
set policy. .

“Every school has support services in place, and
each one will handle it differently,” she said.

Outside psychological help generally is called in
if 1 major problem is identified by a teacher or coun-
selot. Parents usually are brought in.

State authority over schools is limited pnmanly
to discipline of the most serious offenders and
reporting of child abuse. Most policies are left to
each district.

Questions have arisen over why the violent
potential of the Columbine killers wasn't detected
earlier. They had made a violent video simitar to
their rampage.

But it's tough to tell whether those were signs of
trouble or just creative exhibitions by kids making
fashion statements, said Jane Grady, assistant
director of the Center for the Study and Prevention
of Violence at the University of Colorado.

“Lots of kids like violent videos or musm.. but
they don’t go out and shoot up the school,” she

said,

Cherry Creek school district encourages teach-
ers to look for signs of depression, said Terry Conn-
ley, executive director of high school education.

“Good teachers pick up on it,” he said. "Some
are better than others.”

Denver, Aurora and Douglas County have refer-
ral processes but not policies on spottmg trouble.

“We give training on generic * said Deb-
bie Lynch, Aurora’s spokeswoman, * ‘d hesitate to
say we watch out for things in students’ work.”

Teachers have needed more such training for
years, their leaders say. Teachers are often the first
‘to see changes that foretell trouble.
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“Teachers have been saying for a long time that
we need training on how to intervese with kids,”
said Deb Fallin, spokeswoman for the state's larg-
est teachers union. “Ask any teacher on the street.
It's an ongoing problem with bigger classes and
kids with more special problems.”

Jefferson County Education Association Presi-
dent Jane Goff said schools should hire more coun-
selors and social wotrkers.

. “If these two boys in kindergarten or pre-school
had had counselors to spot that they weren't fitting
ul. thls probably wouldn't have happened,” she

The Columbzne tragedy will prompt more atten-
tion to the issue, officials around the area said.

“In light of this, we're evaluating the security
and emotional needs of our students,” Bruce Caug-
hey, Douglas County’s spokesman, said. “It's a high
priority now.”

School officials aiready have sought advice from
the state Department of Education and the Colora-
do Association of School Boarids.

“The next phase is, the community will turn

- around and say: ‘What are we. going to.da now?'”
aid Dave Smith, asthte.education official who runs
o p;tpgramsformpelledstudems.rcl r'n.- EEhY
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Columbine shootings
make students wary

Rumors of more
violence unnerve some
at Chatfield High amid
intensified security

By Tille Fong
News Staff Writer

Students returning to school

' “Thursday were haunted by the Col-

vmbine High School shootings, fear-
ing that their school might be target-
ed next.

Rumors abounded at Chatfield
High School, where students found

- deputies guarding the front entrance.

“It's like a prison in there,” said
sophomore Jessica Miller, 15, after
leaving the school.

Mitler had heard rumors, spread
on the [nternet and by phone, that
“Chatfield would be next.”

Sophomore Tyler Herbert, 16, was
nervous when school officials re-
quired that anyone with a free hour
go to the school commons.

“I'm a little worried about putting
all the kids in one place,” he said. . “If
someone wanted to/come and start

shooting agaur,zt wionld e i‘éal easy

(13037 T

2 C01 o o 0

for them.”

Tensions were not eased when two '

bomb squad trucks sped to the
school after a backpack was found in
a hallway.

It contained books, but authorities

were spooked because some of the
bombs at Columbine High School

A]though many students seem to
be going about business as usual,
sotme are feeling very real fears, said
Nicole Frosh, a peer counselor at
Rangeview High School in Aurora.

“You have those few that are
scared,” she said. “They want an-

were in backpacks. swers, and those
Another student, a 17- & answers are very few.”
year-old junior who did Cari Day, 45, mother
not want to be identified, don't fegl sgfg of a saphomore at Green
had also heard the » Mountain High School,
rumors. at Sdmd anymm said she was appalled to
“There have been hear that there was a
rumors that they would IT-MMN' similar group to the
hit Columbine first, then “mm ~ Trench Coat Mafia" at

Chatfield,” he said.

He said all his friends knew about
it but didn't know where the rumors
originated.

The rumors were S0 pervasive
Thursday that they were part of one
of his class discussions zbout Tues-
day’s shootings at Columbine High
School.

“You can never tell if they e
true,” he said. -

He said security had been intensi-
fled at Chatfield, with teachers

watching every door, and people.

watching who went in and out. -

Stin; “I ‘don’t fes] safe atschool | | bozpe u’mcwid
arezortel Jtﬁiuepoﬂ.‘c- et

anymore ' ke shd> ) -
ATheef it T

. - her son’s school. '

My concern is that this is a prob-
lem that’s been there a long time,
and if you got some kids that have
some problems, it’s going to happen
again,” Day said.

Her son, 16-year-old Kiel Juhnson
a sophomore, said there were maybe
two to four kids who wore black
trench coats at his school.

“They stay to themselves, and
they don’t cause any problems.”

He said that the group doesn't
bother him, but fears that there may
be copycats of Columhme
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~ from LA.
~ to judge
‘response

.| Some criticize police
" | for not acting faster

By Hector Qutlesrez
{ News Staff Writer

‘Two Los Angeles sheriff’'s dep-
uties came to Denver Thursday to
X evaluate the police response dur-
| ing the Columbine High Scheel
shoofing.

L.A. shenff's spokesman Mi-
chael Irving said local authonities
requested the assessment.

Potice have been criticized for
not moving quicker to rescue
} Columbine students.

Jefferson. County authorities
could not be reached for comment
about the investigation.
| “Nothing’s been mentioned as
i far as mistakes that may or may
! not have been made,” Irving said.

; He said that it's customary for
¢ law enforcement agencies nation-
wide to ask his department for a
i review after deadly and wiolent
{ confrontations. L.A. County

SWAT deputies are considered the
foremost experts on special
weapons and tactics.

They have advised departments
after the Oklahoma City and World
Trade Center hombings.

Police officers took 3'4 hours to
secure the scene, even though
they traded shots with the gun-
men in the initial minutes after
twa teens stormed the school,

_ 'lOﬁic_ers ha\{? defended their ini-
tial actions: “No training (adviser)
in the world would tell a small
number of officers to go in,” said
Westminster police spokesman
Dan Mayer.

Irving said the officers, Sgt. Jack
Ewell of the SWAT unit and explo-
sives expert Sgt. George Gomez,
will alse help Jefferson County
sherifi’s deputies i their investi-
gation of Tuesday's massacre,
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‘Very goed chance’ more than
two teens conspired to pull off
Columbine massacre, police say

Neros Staff W

Investigators intensified their search Thurs-
day for pessible accomphices in America’s dead-
Hest school shooting.

One Columbine High School student and the
parent of another said they had been questioned
by police about 2 teen-ager suspected of lugging
duffel bags of bornbs into the school and fleeing
before the assatlt that left 15 people dead and 23
wounded.

The teen-ager disappeared, according to his
friends, who are cooperating with investigators.

A law enforcement source confirmed that
police are seeking a third suspect.

The discovery Thursday of another powerful
bomb inside the school strengthened authorities’
suspicion that the assault was the work of more
than the two student gunmen who apparently
klled themselves as SWAT teams closed in.

“We certainly think that there is a very good
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from two 20-gadlon propane tanks. It would have
been difficult for one or two people to move it
into the school without help,

Davis said no arrests were imminent.

The Columbine student and the parent said
investigators told them not to mention the third |

suspect or reveal his name,

“We cannot tell anyone who it is,” the student
said. “They don't know where he js.”

She said detectives have interviewed the
boy’s family twice.

She said he was not present when Eric Harris, »
18, and Dylan Kiebold, 17, opened fired on teach-
ers and students.

“He left before it even happened,” she said.

Hams and Klebold both died in the school
library, apparently after each shot himself in the !
head. |

Another 21 students and two teachers were |
ijurcd. Fourteen remained hospitalized Thurs-
day — three in criticai condition. '

In other developments Thursday: l

@ Police continued to defend themselves
against criticism that they didn’t move quickly
enough to enter the school after the shooting

l The first funeral for the slam victims — ser-
t for 1:30

chance Row that we have my than two le or student l?achel
involved,” Jefferson C Flperit's uty | Hrh aturday, @
Steve Davis said. * Ho\ﬁ 'y ')éople. httorney. il t Re met with
know.”" [ l Kdithbine stifientss memBbdrs and iaw
The bomb, found tycked away in the school -
kitchen late Thursdpy. poriipg,- was.fashiopad. . -, _ . See COLUMBINE on 76A
COLUMBINE from 2A Id)l;slt:gz Atl;or_xéii g);\;fe’mwnas _e.xpcl::;vps gscoveredat the _schcl»:::,
sai 5 revi S appar- in in the nearby parking lot,
enforcement officers. ently written by Harris. They were  and at the homes of Harris and Kle- o\
® Reesident Clinton prepared to  confiscated along with other evi- bold 0
release $1.5 million to compensate dence by sheriff’'s deputies at Har-  “These subjects were not only %
victims of the shooting. tis’ home. on a killing rampage, but they were (f\

& Vice President Al Gore made
plans to attend a memorial service
Sunday at Clement Park next to the

school.
Goxw Bill Owens will
lmd service,
planned to destroy

this entire school, and they failed,”
Owens said Thursday.

Thomas would not characterize
the writings as a suicide note or
whether they described the plan-
ning of Tuesday's bloodbath.
Thomas said he believed it was
written in the last few months,

Thursday’s discovery of the large
propane bomb in the kitchen
brought to 30 or 31 the number of

going to destroy the school,” Sheriff
John Stone said.

The number of bombs found —
and the size of the latest discovery
— strengthened authorities’ suspi-
cion that more than two were

involved in the assault, \{\) EBi/DOY
“[ think it wouid have been diffi- Q\
cult, maybe not impossible, for two (¥
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people to have gotten all that iw
the school,” Thomas said.

Investigators were considering
two scenarios: Either Harris and
Kleboid had help, or they planted
some of the explosives long before
their assault began Tuesday,

Some witnesses suggested that
more peaple were involved.

A construction worker said that
about 10:40 a.m. Tuesday — 40
minutes before the gunfire erupted
— he saw an older-model black
BMW carrying four teen-agers
about 3 block from the school.

The driver made a U-twn and
drove off, followed closely by a tan
sedan carrying two more teen-
agers.

“It's unusual to see four young
kids in a BMW" construction work-
er Roger Anderson said.

‘The next day, as he watched tele-
vision footage of the tragedy, he saw
the BMW

One student insisted that a third
teen was part of the attack.

The student, whose mother
asked that he not be identified, said
he was in the parking lot and saw
two people wearing trench coats —
Harris and Klebold — and a third
teen-ager in a white T-shirt,

“The kid in the white T-shirt, he
threw what looked like a grenade on
top of the school, and then he
turned and kind of smiled at the
other twe guys,” the student said.

But Davis said evidence gathered
50 far does not point to a third gun-
man.

Police “officials continued to
endure criticism that they were
slow to storm the school.

Nick Foss, an 18-year-old senior
who at one point fell through a ceil-
ing as he tried to flee, said he told
officers to move faster.

“They're dying left and right in
there,” he sajd he told one officer
“Every time you wait another five
minutes, another kid is dead. Go in
there, man.”

Davis said the criticism wasn't

“There were at least seven or
eight officers in that school within
Just a very few minutes, trying to
find out where victims were, Lrying
to find out whieh victims were
injured and get them out of there,
trying to look for someone they
could identify as a suspect or sus-

‘pects,” he said.

The call for help came at 11:19
am. A deputy stationed at the
school fired on one of the gunimen,
and the first patrol car arrived at

About 20 minutes after the frst
call for help, a makeshift SWAT

team rushed into the school,

“They brought out severaf #ic-
tims,” Davis said. “They had tw
idea in a sea of 2,000 students
whom they were looking for. [ think
it was very heroic of those officers.”

Some students said they couldn’t
figure out why SWAT officers
weren't able to get a teacher, Dave
Sanders, to safety. He'd survived
gunshot wounds to the chest for
several hours and was still alive
when officers got to him, some stu-
dents said, but apparently died
moments later.

“They were trying to do the best
they could as quickly as they could
under the circumstances,” sheniff’s
Sgt. Jim Parr said. “Do we wish we
could have got him out of there
sooner? Of course we do.”

Investigators have talked to the
parents of Harris and Klebold. Both
families have refused numerous
requests for interviews.

“The family is trying to come to
grips with the enormity of this,”
said Gary Lozow, an attorney for
the Klebolds.

Dylan Klebold’s parents offered
help in the first hours of the ordeal.
But they were told it was too late —
a SWAT team was already in the
school.

“The family wanted to see what
it could do to help in any way,
or form,” Lozow said. "I think the
district attorney listened to that and
decided the circumstances didn’t
allow forit.”

As investigators worked, U.S.
and Colorado flags flopped at half-
staff under gray, drizzly skies out-
side the main entrance on Colum-
bine's northeast entrance. Plywood
tovered three windows shattered
by gunfire,

In Clement Park on the school’s
north side, a somber procession
continued.

Scores of students — some from
other high schools — brought flow-
ers, teddy bears and candles as
memorials to the victims grew.
Some parents came with young
children. =

The procession reduced the
soaked ground to mud, a

A huge circle of teens formed
the midst of the commotion. ¢ ©.

As they sang and prayed, a voide
rang out: .

“God, Heal these people.

“Heal the people of Oregon, of
Arkansas, Pennsylvania, Kentucky
... and Colorado, anywhere that's
had a shooting.”

Charley Able, Caria Crowder, Hector
Gutierres, and Katie Kerwin McCrim-
mon contribuied 1o this report.
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Trench Coat “
shocked by violence

By Lou Kiizer and Lynn Barbels
News Staff Wrilers

Joe Stair heard Eric Hartis and Dylan
Kiebold talk of getting revenge against
athletes at Columbine High School.

But Stair, one of the founding members
of the Trench Coat Mafia, said they
always expressed it in terms of “getting
into a rumble.”

“Nothing ike this,” Stair said Thurs-
day.

Members of the group msisted that
they had no reason to suspect their two
friends would turn to violence.

“We are all completely sick,” said Knis-
ten Thiebault. *“We honestly did not think
that anyone could do this that we know.”

Stair said he last saw Harris and Kle-
hold six months ago and had no reason to
suspect they were up to anything.

But revenge tymed to mass murder
Tuesday. .

The Trench Coat Mafa is a nickname

See TRENCH COAT on 76A

other students because of the long

Groupfomndtoprotectoutcasts

Harris and Klebold have been
linked to the group, but members
insist they were just acquain-
tances. Neither is in a picture of the
group that appeared in last year's

e .
{ tair, wipe graduated in 1998,
szli awhe  formed about four
- yearE. 40 .. protect its outcast. .

members from harassment by
L1 SRS TR PR Y

TRENCH COAT from 24 coats members wore. Instead t}?f
a group of students who hang rejecting the name, he said, the
gundgrtgggther at the high school.  group waore it like a badge of honor.

“Nobody really knew who we
were,” he said.

Said Thiebault: “We’re computer
geeks."”

Stair said members were not
“gothic” and not into Nazi symbols,
although some members had
checked out books on Adalf Hitler.
They Jistened to music by German
bands, “but so do a lot of peopie.”

1 ¢ $fer difid there were never more

! it
i e gives o gt Y, | g 12 members
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By Howard Panksatz and Kirk Mitchel!
Denver Post Staft Wrilers

Two months before they kitled 13 people
and then themselves inside Columbine
High School, Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold were described as “bright young"
men with limitless potential by the
Jefferson County District Attorney’s
Office.

Ktebold "is intelligent enough (o take
any dream a reality,” & report by the DA’s
Juvenile diversion program said.

Klebold, 17, and Harris, 18, were in the
program. designed to straighlen oul
nonviolent youthful offenders, from March
1998 to Fehruary far breaking into a car.

But while Harris and Kiebold, seniors at
Celumbine, were impressing their
diversion officers, they wore swaslikas
and worshigfed Adulf Hitler, produced
violent videos depicting shootouts, hung
out with the Trench Coat Mafia. pledged to
kill fetlow students, and wrote essays
about death and mayhem, students say,
They carried out their massacre Tussday
with at least four guns, leaving up to 3¢
homemade bombs strewn ir and around
the school.

At least one teacher at Columbine who
had the pair in her crealive-writing class
said she should have been told abeut the
teens’ brush with the faw.

"I absolutely knew nothing about either
one of the boys,” Judith M, Kelly, a
creative-wriling instructor at Columbine,
said Thursday.

On Feb. 3, llarris and Klebold were
allowed to complete the diversion
program early because Lhey had done so
well, in the opinion of the diversion
officers.

The officers said the *'prognosis™ for
both was “good.”

Harris especially enjoyed an
anger-management course which
dovetaited with the individual counseling
e was receiving. The report alse said he
was excelling in school.

His diversion officer. whose name was
Jlacked out in the report. recommended
—--1hat Harris “'seek out more education at

higher levels. He impressed me as being

very articulate and intelligent.”

{(Mount Cigiping in Space Below)
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- Pair got glowing DA report |

A former member of the Trench Coat
Mafia told a national TV audience
Thursday that Eric Harris’ life wasina
shambles and that he was depressed
over hot getting into callege.

“We know that Eric wasn’t very
happy with everything that was going on
in his life,” Pat McDuffee, 17, said on
the “Leeza” talk show. “He might have
just dragged Dylan (Klebold} into it.”

Harris “didn't get accepled to a
college, ever though he had a 3.8
grade-{poinl) average. He didn't have a
girtfriend. [ don’t think he was getting
along with his parents. I think he just
got fired from his job. . . . His life was
pretty much in a shambies, and I think
he conned Dylan into going in with him.”

He said Jefferson County authorities
knew Harris was “making botnbs in his
basement” and had threatened lo hlow
up another studeni’s house.

Law offivers and “the schoo! knew

Harris’ life described as ‘in shamblé&?ﬁ

that be'd made some threats,”

That coincides with what another .. .-
Columbine High School student told The
Denver Iost after Tuesday's rampage. | —
Brooks Brown said Rarris had
threatened to kill him a year ago and
posted the death threats on the
Internet.

MeDuffee sajd “mosg{ people” his age
know how to make bombs “because it’s
just something to de.”

Harris and Klebold had joked about
blowing up the school. But “they never
said it seriously, so none of us ever took
them seriously.”

Though the massacre happened or
Adoif Hitler’s birthday, McDuffee said
there is no connection to the Nazi
leader or hate for racial mincrilies. But
the Trench Coat Malia members did
listen to German music groups like
Rammstein and KMFDM,

“Eric is a very bright. young man who is
tikely to succeed in lile,” his termination
reporl said. “He is intelligent enough to
achieve lofty goals as long as he stays on
task and remains motivated.”

As tor Klebold, “Dylan is a bright young
man who has a greal deal of potential. If
he is able to tap his potenlial and become
self-motivated he should do well in tife.”

Both bad pleaded guilty March 25, 1998,
to firsi-degree criminal trespass, theft and
ctiminal mischie!. They admitted that on
Jan. 30. 1998, Lthey broke into a car and
stele tools and ether items and caused
substantia} damage.

Al the time ot heir pleas, they entered
an agreement called a deferred
adjudication and sentence.

Miliie Gee, the assistant director of the
division, said young offenders have strong

incentive to complete the program.

Al the outset, they plead guilty io the
charges against them. But if they

successfully complete the program, the
charges are dropped and their records
wiped clean.

She said juveniles are in the program for
six {0 18 moenths. Harris and Klebold were
to be in the program 12 months but were
let out a month early because of their
success.

Gee agreed with Kefly that Columbine
officials should have been aware of the
pait's enrollment in the program.
Principals are normaily notified when a .
student enters the diversion program. /}

1 think it is belpful to know there is a
potential situation,” Kelly said. “So you LY
can walch out for certain behaviors.™ ~ A

She declined to say whether the two &P ,
dwelled on vislent themes in their papers. / %m

But numetous siudenis have satd they P K

did. And if diversion officers knew that the )
classwork of Klebold and Harris indicated
trouble, it would have been a red flag, Gee
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team players
became loners

Friends remember two suspects
as bashful, ordinary children

By Kevin Simpson and Jason Blevins

" Denver Post Staft Wirders

Jusl a few years ago, they were kids
immersed in the national paslime — one a
reluctant right {ieider, the other a
fireballing pitcher whe hated to lose.

But eariier this week, Eric Harris and
Dyian Klebold set a grisiy record for
school violence, targeting athletes, devout
Christians and people of color at
Columbine High Schoal and wreaking
hoody havoc that [eft 19 bodies —
including their own — as testament to a
mystifying metamorphosis.

Harris, 18, played Little League
baseball six years ago in Plattsburgh, N.Y.
Childhood acquaintances remembered him
Thursday as a player whose shyness
crippled his ability.

“He was the shyest out of everybody
when it came to just talking. And baseball
is all about communicating.” said Brenden
LaPier, an 18-year-old senior at
Platishurgh High School and teammate of
Harris in 1993
A quiet boy

Another tearnmate remembered Harris
as a reclusive 12-year-old who struggled to
make friends while his falher, decorated
Air Force Maj. Wayne Harris, worked at
the now-ciesed Plattshurgh Air Force
Base from 1993-96. .

But the quiet boy in right field didn't
mateh the chilling, televised description of
a killer apparently motivated in part by
race. ‘

“That’s net the kid 1 remember,” said
Mike Condo, 18, who played with Harris on
Plattsburgh's Sun Foods Little League
team. “] couldn’t believe it when I heard it
hecause his best friends hack then were

an Asian kid and . . . a black kid. It's
cragy.”

Klebold. 17, alse left a sporting legacy
that puzzled those who knew him as a

_younger child.

“He was a pitcher and he threw harder
than everyhody on the team,” said Rich
Honver, a Colurnbine sophomore who
played baseball with Kleboid in
elementary and middle school. "He used to
e pretty good. It was kind of weird when
he quit. though. 1t was just, hoom. Dylan's
not playing any more.

“Ife's the kind of kid that. when he
played, he had to win. Whenever he got
pulled from a game. he'd come off and
he’d actnally cry.”

Hoover, among the first to safely flee
Columbine at the start of Tuesday’s

violence, said he didn’t know Harris. But
he said that during the high school's video
announcements {ast Friday, Harris was
shown acting in a skit in which he and
other students engaged in a mock fight
with a student from Columbine’s chief
sports rival. Chatfield High School.

At the skit's close, Harris feigned one
last kick Lo his adversary, said Hoover,
wha now finds it a strange display of
comic school spirit for someone who would
days later seek out and kill Columbine
athletes.

The Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold who
roamed the halls on Tuesday, executing 12
students and one ieacher and setting off
many explosives, had been transformed.
Once deseribed as witerly normal, perhaps
a ljttle awkward, but mostly personable
and iotetligent, Harris and Klebold burst
into the school caleteria as vengeful
representatives of a clique called the
Trench Coat Mafia.
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In the ensuing days, classmates have
struggled i understand such stark
changes in the two young men, part-time
cooks at a neighborhood Blackjack Pizza
who at ence emiwaced the image of
outcasts and, ultimately, railed against
those who put them down.

Highleen-year-old Tiffany Typher daled
Harris briefly four years ago, when the
two were {reshmen at Columbine, and he
100k her to homecoming. But he left her
wilk one bizarre and lingering impression
after she broke up with him.

A mutuat friend asked her {0 stop by the
Harris house, where Typher remembers
siepping inlo the backyard and seeing
Harris sprawled on the ground by a large
rock with biood splattered everywhere —
as if he had bashed his head on the rock in
a lovesick suicide.

“I knew it wasn't real, I could teli it was
[ake bloed,” she said. “[ velled, “You guys
are stupid” and started running to a -
friend's house and crying, hepause it shnnl
me up. He was doing that so maybe I'd
come back {o him and say I'm sorry.”

They became friends again last vear,
hut Typher says she already had seen a
change in Harris. He'd started dressing
differently, in all black, Harris seemed
increasingly agitated by the abuse and
disrespect from the school’s athletes
toward the Trench Coat Mafia.

“They hassled him, definitely,” Typher
said. “Everywhere they went, they were
taunied and teased about how thev
dressed, about being gay. You could tell
he'd get upset by it. Most of the people in
thal group. when people teased therm, they
walked off and didn't say anything."”
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' Germany a passion

“But he seemed really fired up when he
talked about the jocks. [ had no tdea his
hate wauld drive him this far.”

Typher said most of her contact with
Harris was in German class from their
freshman through junior years. Harris
developed a preoccupation with a
techno-rock group called Rammstein,
whose |yrics he studied devoutly, and
imnmersed himself in all things German.

“He said he feit he iearned more from
Rammstein than he did from the teacher.”

. Tvpher said.

e e ek

The Harrises moved to unincorporated
Jefferson County in 1996 when Maj. Harris
retired from Lhe mititary. He had been
stationed at bases in New York, Ohio.
Oklahoma, Michigan and Kansas.

Bill Konen, who lives next door to the
Harris hame on South Reed Street,
remembers seeing Dvlan Klebold's black
BMW parked in front of the house all last
weekend, including mosl of the day
Monday. That afternoon, Konen heard a
conversation coming over his fence.

*It sounded like two, mavbe three
people in the garage,” be said. “Someone
asked for a meta$ baseball bat. Then 1
heard repealed sounds of somebody

* breaking glass. I really didn't give it much

thoughi then. I thought they were working
on a class assignment or something.”

Denver Past staff writer Jim Hughes
contributed to this report.
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Special 10 The Denver Post

_ Former teammates remetmber Eric Har-

rig, shown here in a 1993 Little League

‘team photo, as a shy boy whose bash-
_tulness made playing right field tough.

e BI/DOJ

[635



FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

Ly

4

, ity and state }

newspaper

l(lndscale pape, name of

e

Yo s~

'Character:

or

-Classification:

Submitting Office:

Indexing:

$58.d paiBtossy
saufey jjap

‘1804 Jooyos
143 US|UI yed Sjuspnis 08 Ipew
8q 01 dARY ))im sjuswebupne
SAREUIBYE INq ‘|18) 2y} u) ado
-31|lim auiquinjo Aes sie|ago
100YIS 100y 8y} 18 ade) auass
-8WU2 ad1od pulyaq syoel ul s
$3J2421q 'y97 ‘Butusow Aepsinyy
90IAap aA|SOIdXS JaIoue Bulpuy;
‘YoM Jjays panunuod sannoyine
‘episu) “Aepsiny L uo jooyds yBiy
AU{QWINIOY |0 BOUBNUS JU0J, B}
12 s81eb sio1ebysanu) ‘anoqy

NIUATIHD LNOHLIM
TOOMS v

Xy L.

i

A

4

1b36



FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

(Maount Clipping in Space Below)

Parent’s report on
threatened son never

[

Ry
J/"

L" .

reached DA

By Mark Eddy
‘Cenver Post Staft wWiiter

The Jefferson County Sheriff's
Depariment was told a year ago
that Erie Harris, one of two
suspects in the Columbine High
School massacre, threatened to kill
& classmate but the reporl never
was forwarded to the District
Allorney's office.

The report, labeled a “suspicious
incident™ by the department, was
filed by Randall Brown. the father
of Columbine student Brooks
Brown, Sheriff's Lt. Dave Tayier
said.

" "Right now it is part of the
ongoing investigation. co we can't
comment any further on that,”
Taylor said Thursday.

wani to be identified.

The phrase, “If anybedy wants to
kill someone, why not Brooks
Brown?" was pesied on Harris’
Web site, according o the family
member. It alse boasted of wanting
to kill others and of making bormnbs.

“It was really messed up. It had
that he wanted te kill Brooks, that
he wanted to kill cther people, thal
he had made pipe bombs. that he
had blown up pipe bombs,” he said.

“We confronted the police three
times and {o my knowledge they
did nothing,” he said. “We did give
the whole Web page 1o the cops and
showed it to them and a week
afterwards it was deleted.”

Harris, 18, 51d his alleged
accomplice in the rampage.
17-year-old Dylan Klebold, had at

The depariment alse woutd not
say what action was taken on the
compiaint, but no charges ever
were filed, District Attarney Dave
Thomas said.

“Nothing has been [iled in my
office,” Thomas said. "I've been
told there was a complaint fited.
We will investigate that because il
is relevant to the incident.”

Brooks Brown totd The Denver
Post that Harris threatened to kill
him a year ago. The threatl came
after Brown had complained to
Harris' parents that their son had
broken the windshield of Brown's
car with a chunk of ice.

Harris then posted a message en
an Internéi L Web site he'd built
urging others to kill Brooks, said a
Brown family member wha did not

least one run-in with the law,
sheriff's depariment records show.
Last year, the two broke into a car.
They were caught and schtenced ta
the department's Juvenile
Diversion Program, which they
completed in February.

If Harris made a death threat as
the Brown family alleges, he
viclated state law, Deputy Wayne
Halverson said.

“In a harassment situation a
summens weuld be issued to the
suspect and he would go to courd
and explain to the judge why he
made the threat. And then you're
lovking at some type of a fine,”
Halverson said.

State law alse allov.s for a
six-monih jail term, hut since
threatis are listed as
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misdemeanors,they aren’t given a
high priority. Denver District
Attorney Bill Ritter said.

Complaints of threats are
common and most of the time it’s
up to the officer taking the report
to decide i it’s serious or not, said
Ari Zavaras, executive director of
the Colorado Depariment of PPublic
Safety.

“One of the things you do try to
do is evaluate (the report) with
other information you have, see
how real you think the threal is,
whether there'd be the possibility
of prosecution of the threat, that
sort of thing.” said Zavaras, who
siressed he had no information
ahoul the Jefferson County report.

Also Thursday, Superintendent
Jane Hammond said district

ke

#13¢/78

officials weren't aware of
information about impending
violence at the school or of death
threats against stodenls.

While some have said the boy's
parents or school counselors should
have realized something was
dreadfully wrong, there wasn't
much they could do if police would
not step in, said Palrice Hall,
executive director of student
services for Denver Public Schools.

*“There’s not a lot out there if the
parent is saying my kid is out of
control, if the kid has not violated
the law," she said.

“It’s very depressing.”

Denver Post staff writers
Michael Buoth, Peggy Lowe and
{inny McKibben contributed to
this report.
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brother
was ‘jock’

By Jason Bievins
Denver Post Siaft Writer

Eric Harris roamed Columbine
High School on Tuesday on a
search-and-destroy mission, aim-
ing to kill all the “jocks.”

But in a twist seen in other
school shootings by alienated teens,
Harris' own brother was once a
star athlete at Columbine.

Kevin Harris, 20, was a gregari-
ous athlete who built lasting rela-
tionships as a backup tight end for
the Columbine Rebels faothall
team. Hefore graduating in 1996,
Kevin was on the special-leams
squad and was the team’s kicker.

Kevin now attends the Universi-
ty of Colorado but often returns to
Columbine (o work out with the
football feam, said coach Andy
Lowry. :

Eric himself once played Lijtie
League baseball. K

“Eric was kind of the tota! appo-
site of his hrother” said Brenden
LaPier, who knew the family when
they lived in opstate New Yerk
from 1993 to 1996. T don't reghly
think he waried to play baseball
all that much. . .. I had a feeling
that his dad wanled him to play to
kind of get out and meet peopie.”

Experts say teenage killers often
grow up under the shadow of a suc-
cessful, more popular sibling. Kip
Kinkel’s oider sister was once a
popular cheerieader at the sdme
Springfield, Ore., high school
where he allegedly killed two stu-
dents and wounded 20 more after
slaying his parents.

And slightly built 14-year-old
Michael Adam Carneal, who open-
ed fire at a prayer circle at -his
West Paducah, Ky., high school,
killing three students, also had a
popular older sister.
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Goth-fashion
seen by some

By Susan Greene
Derver Post Stall Writer

Authorilies are cracking down on stu-
dents sporling Goth fashions like those
warn by Tuesday's Columbine High School
killers.

Police ticketed an Engtewood high-
schooler Thursday for wearing a Goth-
style leather collar, while a student atiend-
ing the Denver School of the Arts said a
teacher there confiscated her black trench
coat.

Officials said such measures were
meant to ward against insensilivity and in-
timidation in the aftermath of Tuesday's
tragedy — the deadliest school shooting in
[1.S. history.

But the sweep has outraged students and
their parents, who say it's ironic that au-
thorities are responding to atrocities by
purported neo-Nazis in what they see as a
fascist manner.

“What is this, the Gestapo?” said Brett
Haselton, whose son, Neil, was slapped
with a ticket for prohibited use of a weap-
on Thursday at Englewood High Sehool.

Neil Haselion, 15, is a self-proclaimed
Goth who wears hlack clothes and a black
trench coat like the ones worn by Erie
Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold. 17, Colum-
bine's masked gunmen whe were part of a
clique called the Trench Coal Mafia. For
the pasi few weeks, Neil has taken to don-
ning a metal-studded, faux-leather choke
collar and bracelet his dad recently bought
him.

Englewood pelice patrolling the high
school Wednesday farced Neil to hand over
his accessories, saying they're considered
weapons and are illegal under city law.

Neil’s dad, Brett Haselton, eomplained
to police that they were harassing his son.
Neil then was called out of class Thursday
and ticketed for possessing the accessories.

Englewood officials acknowledge the
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crackdown
as fascism

|aw has seldom been enforced.

"“But obviously we had 1o lake action be-
cause of the situation al Columbine.” said
Chris Olson, the city's director of safety
services. “If this is considered an overre-
action, then that's exactly what this is. But
this is not the time to take minor steps. A
lot of people are living in fear because of
what happened Tuesday.”

Neil, for his part, said, “I should be able
to express myself however [ want, to wear
whatever 1 want, as long as it's not hurting
anybody.”

In Denver, Rebecca Andrews, a 17-year-
old sepior at Denver School of the Aris,
wore a black trench coat te schoel Thurs-
dav, which she said a band teacher confis-
cated.

The trench coat is the only outerwear
she owns. By taking it from her, she com-
plained, school officials “viclated my pri-
vacy and personal space.”

The school's student adviser, lan Kester,
said the coat “wasn’t confiscated” because
it was returned at the end of the day.

Denver, Adams and Douglas county
schools began banning trench coats on
Thursday to avoid insensitivity and tv pro-
tect the students who wear them from
backlash by other kids. Students in the
Cherry Creek School District are being
“encouraged” not to wear trench coats.
The Jefferson County School District —
working on perhaps more pressing con-
cerns this week — has not set such a ban.

Still, an attorney for Denver's American
Civil Liberties Union chapter said he re-
ceived similar complaints Thursday and
will examine the recent trench-coat bans.

“I think it's very important in the days

The Oenver Post  John Leyba

and weeks and months ahead that we not
averreact to appropriate, even if insensi-
tive, expressions by students,” lawver Ed
Ramey said.

Neil Haselton, a student al Englewcod
High School, was ticketed Thursday for
wearing a leather collar and leather
bracelets with spikes to schooi.
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TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

Evaluations: Killers ‘likely
to succeed,’ had ‘potential’

Reports were glowing
after two had finished
diversion programs

l?l.f.uelhdsay

News .S'Iu_.f:f; Wodter

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
recetved glowing reports two
months ago for completing juve-
nile diversion programs in Jeffer-
son County,

Both were charged with first-
degree criminal trespass, theft
and crimnat mischief Macch 25,
1998, for breaking into a car, Di-
version officers rated their prog-
nusus as “good” when their pro-
urams were tinished in February.

Harris “did enjoy completing
the anger management (class}
which scemed to fit nicely with

the mdmdual counseling he was

involved with," his officer wrote.
Noting that Harris “excelled in
school,” the officer said, "Encis a
very hright young man who is
likely to suceced in life. He is
mtelligent enough to achicve Jofty
goals as long as he stays on task

and remains motivated.

“He impressed me as being
very articulate and intelligent.
These are skit* that he should
grow and use as frequently as pos-

sible." the officer wrote.

The officer described Klehold's
attitude as “solid” and “motivat-
od,”

“Dylan is a bright young man
who has a great deal of patential,”
the officer wrote. “If he is able to
tap his potential and become sell-
motivated, he should do well in
life.” .

The officer saul Klebold needed
to motivate himself “so he can
Femain on a positive path, He (s
inteligent envugh to make any

dream a reality, but he needs 1o

understand hard work is part of
Hi

Although Klebold struggled
with schpol, the officer said he
hrought his grades up and was set
te raduate this spring.

Huth teen-agers completed 45
hiours of community service. *Dy-
lan felt like this was the most
effective piece of diversion. He
learned a lot from having to give
up free time to work for no mon-
ey, the officer said.

It’s not clcar from court records
what Kind of mentaf health evalua-
tion Harris and Klebold had. Har-
ris’ pragram included individual
counseling. Klebold's records
didn't list that remurement.
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-Tesponse

| 'Gilnmen introduced

unforeseen threats

By Jeﬂrey Leih, Kieran Nicholson
and Kirk Mitcheft

Denver Post Stafl Writers

Heports that some victims of the
Columbine High School shootings
may have lain mortally wounded
for hours inside the building have
raised questions about whether po-
lice could have taken conirol more
quickly.

But Jefferson County Sheriff's
Department spokesman Steve Da-
vis said dispatch got its first call at
11:19 a.m. Tuesday, and his de-
partment bad a second deputy at
the schoo! two minutes later to as-
sist: Colutnbine’s resource officer
— an armed deputy routinely

. posted at the school.

Within minutes, seven or eight
officers were inside, Davis said,
and. three of them, including the
resource officer, exchanged gun-
fire: with the suspects. They also
pulled students o safety, he said.

! Chéotjc scene

Other department officials say
the scene was chaotic for the first
contingent of officers; they were
confronted with gunfire and bomd
explosions while trying to provide
cover for evacnating students.

'Only minutes into the incident,
Davis said, officers regrouped out-
side the school after determining
they did not kmow who they were
looking for in a sea of studerts.

One deputy said that within 30
minutes of the first shots, officers
formed a “makeshift” tactical unit
to enter the school in advance of
official SWAT teams on their way

" to Columbine.

Palice officials, in briefings with

the media, have been questioned
repeatedly about the quickness of
their response.
Englewood SWAT team member
Brian Muelier said he had a spe-
cial) incentive to ga inside Colum-
bine in a quiek rescue — his moth-
er-in-law, Lois Kean, i3 a librarian
im the school, and reports came
back that sheoting was heavy in
the library.

- et . -
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. “Believe ] yes, 1 did want.to
go insidé*bé'sald. “To a certain
poigt, it obviously calls for going In
aftarthe " 4. A e
“But ke sald he thought other
Sw‘{{‘lﬂteam Gfficers had entered
the building &= soon as 20 minutes
after the shooting began and that
they were tracking the suspects
down.

Sbme police experts across the

: couhtry said the armed assault by

two Calumbine students introduced
new threats that altered the tac-
tics'available to the potice.

_With recent shootings at schools,
experts said, police appear to be
facing more threats from what
they call “active shooters” who are
indiscriminately killing people,
and; not merely a barricaded gun-
mah who might be talked out of us-
ing @ weapon.

10 situations where “there are
active shooters and 2 lot of inno-
cen{ people around,” most SWA’I:
teams rely on “rapid deployment’
tectiniques that call for officers to
get'to the suspects as qguck.ly as
possible and remove their (hreat,
said Larry Glick, execntive direc-
tor 'of the National Tactical Offi-

. cers Association.

“The assoctation provides a com-
mubications link between SWAT
units across the country and serves

as & clearinghouse on tactics and

trajhing techniques.

'A} times, that rapid response
can mean racing past wounded
vietims in the effort to secure the
arey}, Glick said.

: I:: when Eric Harr;s ml)yulgn
Kiebold brought bombs other
gevices intoe Columbine, they dra-_
matically altered the SWAT teams
ability to respond, Glick said.
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- Gun akin

to banned
TEC"'9 Q‘\'oh

GUNS from Page 1A

by the ATF in connection with
crimes.

That was the year a TEC-9 was
used by Gian Luigi Ferri to mow
down eighl people in a San Fran-
ciseo law office.

In 1994, Benny Lee Lawson used
2 TEC-# to kill two FBI agents and
a police detective at police head-
yuarters in the nalion’s capital.

In 1996, a TEC-9 was used to as-
sassinate Francisco Ruiz Massieu,
the No. 2 official of Mexico's ruling
party.

Oklahoma City bomber Tim
McVeigh bought a TEC-9 after the
disasirous Waco battle between
federal agents and the Branch
Davidian religious sect.

“The assanlt gun that won't die”
is what the Miami Herald called
the TEC-9 in a front-page headline
in 1997

Intratec once advertised that the
finish on its TEC-9 had *‘excellent
resistance (o fingerprints” and also
boasted that its weapons “are as
tough as your toughest customer.”

“[miratec, the manufacturer of
the gun,.is one of the bottom feed-
ers of the gun industry,” said Kris-
ten Rand, policy director of the Vi-
olence Policy Center, a
Washingten, D.C., gun-cantrol
group. “They make guns that real-
Iy appeal to the criminal element.”

Attempts to reach Intratec in
Miami for commenl were unsuc-
cessful.

Although further manulacture of
the TEC-9 was banned under the
Brady Act in 1994, Intratec began
manufacturing a modified version
that complied with federal restric-
tions. The new AB-i0 mode{ is sold
with a 32-round magazine made
before the ban.

The TEC-% is horribly inaccu-
rate, its chief appeal being a high
volume of deadly fire.

Iis popularity with crooks is un-
diminished, said Detective Dave
Metzler of the Denver Police De-
partmeni. “We still come across it
in drive-by shoolings or drug
busts.”

THe Hi-Point 9mm semiauto rifle
was Yesigned as a so-called “camp
carbine” for use by ocutdoor enthu-
siasls. aecording to MKS market-

findicate page  name of

'newsnwer. city and stale }

!Ij—?nuﬂ 9mm carbine

B 10-shot magazine

W 16.5" barrei length

W 31.5" overall length

8 Approximale weight: 4.5 pounds
M Retail price: $173.

8 Used price: $85-$100.

¥ Lagal and availabie for saie in
Colorado.

intratec AB-10 (moditied version of the TEC 9)

This semiautomatic weapon was
introduced to the U.S. market in
1984. It is manulactured in the

y - e — " R ‘ |
¥, - ) Pl Dn_ ituen o }»': ‘T—
Gunmen’s weapoens Dev (o
1 Two of the guns used in Tuesday’s shooting rampage, a Hi-Point 9mm e,
Carbine and an intratec AB-10 {a modified version of the banned Intratec ©if0 P
TEC 9), were purchased from a licensed Colorado gun dealer.
1 1 ?; +

»
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.S, by MKS Suppiy Inc. in
Daytan. Ohio.

This semi-
automalic was
manufactured in

B 9mm paramilitary style
W 36-shot magazine
& 5 barrel tength

B 12.5" gverall length

8 Approximate weight 4.2
pounds

W Retail price: $248.

W Used price: $100-$150.

mfralgé% by M Guns are readily
Firearms in availabie in Colorado
Miami. outside Denver,

Two American-made 12-gauge shotguns ;

|
PR

.
Sawed-off pump action*

Sawed-off side-by-side*

*Shatgun barrels are ‘sawed off’ o increase the spread of shot
at a close shooting distance.

J

Sources’ Gun Digest and stat! repovts

ing executive Charles Brown.

Manufacture of the carbine,
which has a black polymer stock,
began in 1994 after the Brady Act
tcok effect. The carbine is “com-
pletely Brady-compliant,” Brown
said.

The 9mm carbine uses a maga-
zine that holds 10 rounds, and each
gun is soid with a chiid-safety lock,
he added,

The Ohio company already has
been contacted by the ATF about
the Columbine shootings, Brown

J"""

The Derwer Post

confirmed. “What an incredible
tragedy,” he said.

The carbine lists for $179, mak-
ing it a relatively inexpensive fire-
arm. Bellendorf said all of the
guns found at the school were low-
priced. He estimated the combined
cost of the four guns at less than a
thousand doilars. -

The ATF has sent the serial num-
bers of all the guns 1o iis national
tracing center in Falling Waters,
W.Va, to produce a “life of the
gun™ history.

The work required to trace that
history varies greatly from gun to
gun. The ATF can easily trace guns
from their manufacturers to dis-
tributors and retail dealers, but
tracing privaic sales among gun
owners depends entirely upon the
sellers’ memories or personal re-
cords. .

Nevertheless, the ATF manages
to trace about 75 percent of all

guns used in erimes.
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bombs cheap,
easy to build

By David Olinger
Denver Post Statt Writer

The crude bombs Lthat Dylan Kle-
vold and Eric Harris carried into
Columbine High Schoal could have
been assembled in an afterncon
with less than $200 worth of mate-
rials, according 1o a federal offi-
cial at the crime scene.

“These were very simple de-
vices,” said Larry Bettendorf, a
Bureau of Aleohol. Tebacco and
Firearms agent assigned to the

ase, “If you had all of your com-
ponents all ready, you could proba-
bly assemble these in a coaple of
hours."

One more explosive device was
discovered at Columbine High on
Thursday, fashioned from a gaso-
line can wired to a propane barbe-
cue tank. The bomb weighed more
than 20 pounds and raised fresh
questions about whether Harris
and Klebold had accomplices or
managed to plant some bombs in
advance.

Other bombs much smaller

One possibility under invesliga-
tion is that the youths stowed these
bombs in the duffel bags they re-
portedly carried into the school.

Columbine High senior Shannen
Jehnson, 18. reported that just be-
fore the fragedy, she was leaving
the school and saw Harris standing
“kind of by the library. . . . There
was Lhis black bag at his feet. [
didn't think much of il.”

According Lo Bettendorf, all the
other bombs found inside the
schocl were much smaller — en-
cased either in CO2 cylinders,
which are sold at sporting goods
stores, or in shorl sections of gal-
vanized steel pipe, sold at hard-
ware stores. The galvanized pipes,
about 6 inches long. “are already
threaded on both ends, and you can
buy the end caps” at a hardware
store as well, he said.

Their fuses were “just simple
cannon fuse” sold by the roll at
sporting goods and hobby stores,
and set to explode with ease, he
said. “‘Strike-anywhere-type of
matches were already taped to the

fuses.”

Nails, tacks and BEs were at-
tached with duct tape to make the -
bombs more lethal.

The one regulated ilem in these
bombs was the gunpowder that
filled them. It can be bought at al-
most any gun store, bul the pur-
chaser must be at leasl 18.

Harris had turned L8 weeks be-"

fore the Columbine High massacre

that left 15 people dead and more

than 20 wounded. Klebold was 17.
No reporting requirement

There is no restriction on the

quantity of gunpowder an 18-year-..
old can buy, nar any requirement. io .

record or report gunpowder trans-

actions. But if a licensed gun dealer

has reason lo believe a purchaser -
intends to put gunpowder to crimi- .
nal use, “I would hope they would’
cail law enforcement and notify .
them of a suspicious sale," Betten-
dorf said.

Jefferson County authorities .

Wednesday guestioned whelher Kie-
told and Harris could have hauled

so many bombs into the school by -

themselves,

Aside from the newly discovered .
propane bombs, Bettendarf says the .
teens could have stuffed all of the.

bombs into their clothing.

They wore pants “‘with cargo-
type pockets,” he said. “You'd want
to have a belt on; your panls rmght
be sagging a bit."”

Bettendorf said information on.

building such crude bombs is avail-
able from several sources, inciud-

ing the Internet and books sold at -

gun shows and “spy” stores. And the
materials are cheap.

“I'm saying you could probabily .
da all this for less than $200,” he -

said.

While some injuries at the high
schoo!l were attribuled to bomb
shrapnel, authorities say the fatal’
wounds were inflicted by the four .
guns Harris and Klebold carried.
They say the two ended a four-hour.
killing spree by shooting themselves®
i the head.

Denver Post staff writer Peter G.
Chronis contributed to this report.
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A ‘good chance’
of a conspiracy,

law officials say |

By Mark Obmascik
Danver Post Staft Writer ) )

The 20-pound bomb found inside the Columbine High School
kitchen suggests the lwo leenage suspects were aided by others
in their plot to blow up the school, police said Thursday. .

Packed inside 2 duffie bag with a wired gasoline can — an
surrounded with nails and BBs for maximum killing power —
the propane barbecue tank-bomb points to a wider conspiracy,
police said. Investigators said they also may learn roore about
the killings of 12 students and a teacher from security cameras
i hool library.
m‘P'}I!‘;essi subjects v{ere aot only on a killing rampage, but they
were going to destroy the school. They were going to bum the
schoo! up,” said Jefferson County Sheriff John Stone. “We feel
like there’s an extremely good chance that there are more than
two penple involved,” said sheriff department spokesman Steve
Davis. 51ill, authorities said they had no other suspects.

An estimated 300 students were eating in the cafeteria next
to the hidden 20-pound bomb. “1t could have been devastating,
said sheriff's Sgt. Jim Parr. .
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On their rampage Tuesday, the two suicide killers, Eric Har-

tis, 18, and Dytan Klebold, 17, packed tgo sawed-off shotguns
with dozens of sheils, a semiautomatic handgun and a 9mm
semiautomatic carbine with at least eight ammunition clips,
each carrying at least 10 bullets, police said.

In addition te the bomb found Thursday, police earlier de-
fused at least 30 bombs, including 13 pipe bombs in the school,
at least eight more bombs inside one kilter’s car and several
other bombs and explosive material at Harris' home. Several
bomnbs were attached to timers. It's unknown how many bombs
were detonated by Harris and Klebold inside the school, though

_ some witnesses said they heard as many as 15 blasts.

Investigatlors confirtned that they found a journal, written by
Eric Harris, inside the teenager's suburban home. District At-
torney Dave Thomas declined to reveal the jeurnal’s contents,
saying the prinied writings had been sealed by a judge. The
journal was not a suicide note, Thomas said

Harris kad maintained a Web sile, now withdrawn by Ameri-
ca Online, that contained a message paraphrased by police as
saying, “Do not blame anyone else. This is the way we wanted
lo go out.”

Broadening the investigation of the crime, the Colorade At-
torney General’s Office obtained a search warrant Wednesday
for a home in the 10300 block of West 69th Avenue in Arvada,
Law enforcement officials declined comment.

The 30 or so bombs used by the two teenage killers could
have been assembled in an afternoon with less than $200 of
materials, a federal agent said. All components can be pur-
chased legally and easily at many hardware, sporting goods
and gun stores, and instructions are available from the Inter-
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net, as well as books sold at gun
shows and “spy” stores,

“These were very simple de-
vices,” said Lerry Bettendorf, a
Burean of Alcobol, Tobacce and
Firearms agent assigned to the
case. “If you had all of your com-
ponents all ready, you could proba-
bly assemble these in a couple of
hours.” ) ‘

Meanwhile, Jefferson County
schools Superintendent Jane Ham.
mond announced Thursday that
students will be attending classes
in the sarne Columbine
biilding pext fall. Though some
stugtents have said the stracture iy
fulk of painful memories, shutting
the school’s doors permanently was
“absolutely never” considered, ahe
said.

“I don't think the community
would want us to waste our re-
sources,” Hammond said, noting
that a $13.4 million school renovs-
tion was completed in 1995.

students to spend half days st
E:hChatfield campus,
“The students are saying, "We

want to be hack in school,” " Hem-

mond said.

o the discavery of the large bomb,
which wes found during a continw-
ing sweep of the school by crime
investigators. Police missed the
homb on their first sweep. It tosk

w0 fong to find the extra explosive,
Mgs said, because they've cherks
ing handreds of left be-

sl stilf contains other explo-
sives planted by the two kiliera.
WLn the other live homb was
found, 60 investigators were work-
ingfuside the school.,

Anthorities also said they have
recovered a videotape from a
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school security system, which in- Dute: Sl
cludes the library where most of - -
the teens were kilied. The tape has /-’3; T,
not yet been reviewed by investiga- e : e/
tars, Davis said. Te ./ Y A Gl
The parents of both killers have ot A
hired lawyers apd been inter- I S ES !
viewed by police, L "
Medical examiners are testing Character: ST
the biood of the two dead killers, {0
who apparently died of self-inflict. Classification:
ed qunshot wounds to the head, for | Submitting OMtice:
drugs and any other substances.
Police bristied at suggestions
that they acted too slowly to rescue indexing:
victims inside the school. Trapped
students worked for three hours to T SRS
keep one shot teacher, Dave Sand- '
ers, from bieeding to death,
After studepts frantically tried
to keep Sanders conscious by show-
ing him wallet photos of his daungh-
ters, the teacher died,
MD& we wish we could have got- T
m out of there sooner? Of i ”
course we do," said sheriff's de :;ﬂer the circumstances,” Parr
?)artment spokesman Sgt. Jim US. Attorney Genera?’.lanet Re-
arr._ no met Thursday with investiga.
Police noted that an armed depu-  tors on the massacre and came
ty, stationed inside the school,  away impressed.
traded gunfire with one killer at “It has been a textbook case of
thg _begmmng of the rampage. bow to conduct an investigation, of
Within two minutes of the firsl 911 pow to do it the right way,” Reno
call for help, the first of seven law " i after meeting with state and
enforcement officers fram Jeffer- local taw enforcement officials.
son County, Littleton, Denver and  gpe pledged federal help in the in-
Arapahoe Counly arrived at the vestigation.
school and began chasing the kill- On Thursday, the Jefferson
ers. County Districl Attorney's Office
; ; released juvenile crime reports
bn,{wo‘ ogilcers shot at the killers -/ werejwritten after the killers
misseq. completed court-ordered probation
“They had no knowledge of who ¢ breaking inte a car in January
the suspects were, what they 1998 and stealing tools.
looked like, or how many there On Feb. 3 of this year, both Har- ,
were,” said Davis, the Jefferson ris and Klebold were ailowed to
County spokesman. “They brought complete the diversion program
many injured students out. ... early because ihe two had done so
think it was very heroic of those of- well. Diversion officers wrote that
licers. the “prognosis” for hoth was
By 1 p.m., about 90 minutes after “good.”
the first call for heip, SWAT teams
entered the school again to free
survivors and chase the suspacts,
At 3:30 p.m., poiice found 12 bodies
in the schoel library, including the
two dead killers.
“We were trying to get every-
hody out as quickly as we could.
Fei/Dos
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“Eric is a very bright young mao
who is likely to succeed in ljfe,”
said the termination repert on Har-
ris. “He is intelligent enough to
achieve lofty goals as long as he
stays on task and remains motivat-
ed”

“Dylan is a bright young man
who has a great deal of potential,”
satd Klebold's prognoesis. “If he is
able to tap his potential and be-
come self motivated he shonld do
well in life.” But the father of one
murdered student questioned the
upbringing of twe Killers.

“I'm very upset with the parents
{of the two gunmen),” said Mike
Shoefs, whose son, Isaiah, 18, was
one of 12 skain studenis. “They
should have walched their chil-
dren. 1f my child had had siz bu-
tape tanks in my garage, don't you
think 1'd ask him about i£?” he said,
referring to barbecue-type propane
bottles turned inte bombs by the
two killers. “If 1 didn't, it would
suggest that 1 don't give a damn
about him.

Meanwhile, mourners continued
1o stream to the high school.

Fifteen-year-old Kacey Revis
made 15 2Z-foot-high, wooden
crosses Thursday morning — nine
blue, four pink and two black.

*The black is for the gunmen and
they have been placed separately
from the others,” Revis said. “Ouly
the black crosses were not driven
into the ground ” A dozen Westmin-
ster High School students, claf in
biue-and-white leiter jackets, War-
ried a 25-foot long banper si
by u;:ir school's student body and
placed it amid the growi I
rial of flowers, bq:il:;ﬁss,m
bears and other items. :

“I didn't know anyone personpl-
Iy, but we can definitely feel &
said Mike Bredenberg , sezﬂomd
student president at Westminster.
“It hurts us too.” !

Denver Post staff wrilers Peler
Chronis, Peggy Lowe, Ginny Mc-
Kibben, Kirk Mitchell, Kierian
Nichoison, David Olinger, Marijyn
Robinson and Ann Schrader cen-
tributed to this report, '
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plants idea | '.
for healing
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GOLDEN — District Attorney
Dave Thomas recognized the body
the moment he walked into the
scheol library.

It was the clothes. The clothing
matched the deseription given to
him by one of his investigalors —
the gramdfather of the dead chitd.

“I went and stocd by the child,”
Thomas said, not wanting to identi-

It ‘woulg become 5 statemeng
that sehools must be 4 safe harbor
for children, Thomag said.

T@mmas said the Columbine
Project wouid alse address cgn.
cerms of his grown children, who
Eradmated with pride from Colum.-
bine H‘xgh School only to see the

name linked with 5 tragedy. °

“They don't want it to be re-
membered as the lace whe;
students were Icil]e?i." e the

fy the student. “Then I went back
and talked to my investigator.”

It was then an extremely person- Shirley Thomas and Dave Thom-
al sense of sadness and grief as are not strangers to the pain of
washed over Thomas and his inves- violéht crime. In 1996, they be-
tigalion into the Columbine High came victims wher Shirley's sister
Schaol killings. A secretary in his Helen Fuller wag slain. The Thom- |
office also lost a nephew in the ases later adopted Fuller's chilg

wha Was 4 years glq. '

“It kind of brings it all back
agas," Shirley Thomas saig.

NAff writer Ann Schrade,
EritigEY to this re, " con-
puve

ran?)age.

“I knew the whole family,”
Thotas said, referring to the sec-
retary.

His sense of purpose in this case
has been fueled not only by his pro-
fesstonal sense of justice, but by a
need to heal the wounds inflicted
by the tragedy.

"I have to do some soul search-
ing to see what is my role in this,”
Thomas said. “I's more than as a
proseculor and investigator in a
shocking case of juvenile crime
and violence.

“If‘next week we move on and
dan't creale a solution to the prob-
lem, we will make a terrible mis-
take,” Thomas said.

Thamas and his wife Shirley
want the community to create z
Colussbine Project — a communi.
ty drision to plant the columbine,
the state flower of Colorado, at ev-
ery school, public or private.
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M ASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH

Wounded student back home

By William Brand
Oakland Tribune

She has four bullets permanently
lodged in her abdomen, and her
many buliet and shrapnel wounds
are painful, but Valeen Schourr is
home again.

A week after she and a friend
were shot inside the Columbine
High Schaol library, the 18-year-
old senior is back in her own bed,
surrounded by her family — and
the heartielt best wishes of people
around the world.

The first thing she wants to do is
say thanks for the cutpouring of
suppori, her father and mother,
Mark and Shari Schourr, said Tues-
day at the family’s southern Jeffer-
son County home.

“She really cares for the other
families who lest their children,”
her dad said, “and the victims she

left behind in Swedish Medical
Center. It bothered her a lot io
leave them. She gave each of them
a rose before she left Tuesday and
promised to do anything she
could.”

Her parents said they always
knew they had an amazing, incredi-
ble daughter — but her courage
under the fire of the two killers,
hent on annihilation, leaves them
in awe.

"She reafly did a testimonial ilo
God and her Roman Catholic
faith),” Mark Schnurr said. "It
wasn't like what ithey've been say-
ing that somebody pointed a gun in
her face and said, ‘Do you believe
in God”

“Firsi, they shotl her, and she
said, 'Oh my God"" She was on the
floor under ihe library table and
one of them looked back and said
— Do you beheve m God"

E(}//{ ot

p RS S

“She said, ‘Yes, my mom and
dad brought me up that way.” They
were reloading a gun and she
crawled back under the table and
they went away,” Schdurr said.

“She said Ulhal, whal went
through her mind when they asked
that was, ‘I I say no, what wiil
they do? And if ] say no and die —
that's a problem.’

“So she gave her {estimonial to
her faith. Did it save her? Was it a
sign (from God)?” her dad asked.
“If if was — it's a heck of a deal. It
means she’s here for a reason.”

“Val has always been there for
people,” Shari Schnurr said, “She’s
always shared and been a good
friend. She’s been very active iIn
her church, Si. Francis Cabrini. We
have raised her and her younger
sisters Christian. 13

“We're very proud of her.”
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f Coach,teacher hailed as hero

By Curtis L. Esquibel
Special to The Denver Posl
, . Coach and teacher Dave Sand-
i ell's brought out the best in peo-
- ple.
“He knew how to metivate you
: . amd make you want to piay for
: him," said
! Susanne
. Miller, 19, a
i former Col-
i umbine
. High School
athlete who
now plays
. college soft-
- hall at
.+ Georgia
: * Tech. “He
; - always
. knewjust
the right things to say.”
. Sanders, 47, is being hailed as
_ a hero for the effort he made to
lead other students to safely dur-
ing Tuesday's shooting rampage.
. He never made it aut of the
¢ - school building.
; “Here’s a man who has given
' " tostudents for 20 years and his
: life was taken by two kids who
didn’t know the meaning of giv-
ing,” said Kerri Held, 20, a for-
mer Columbine softball and bas-
ketball piayer. “They just took.”
Held said Sanders “believed in
- me when I didn’t believe in me.
For any player, he woutd do any-
thing. He was intimidating
enough to make you want to im-
prove bot he didn’t have the

heart to yell at anyone.”

Like evary coach, Sanders had
his own way of conducting prac-
tices and preparing his teams
for games, former players said
Thursday. His greatest talent
wasn't in teaching business
coutses or diagramming X's and
O's. It was relating to students.

“He was concerned not just
with players and students, but
individually he cared 1o know i
how things were going with your
personal life and future,” Held
said.

Miller first heard the news of
Sanders’ being shot while she
was in her Atlanta dorm room.
She returned home to Littleton
as s00n as she could.

“He always wanted us to come
back and see him,” Miller said.
“During winter break, I came
home and watched him coach a
basketball practice just because
| wanted to see him epach.”

For 25 years, Sanders taught
business courses and roached
men’s and women's athletics at
Columbine. Gerry Difford, Col-
umbine’s first principal, hired
Sanders in 1974, The school
opened in 1873,

“He was just a kid from Ne-
braska back then,” Difford said.
"He was always willing to take
anything on. He didn't try te be
the head coach of things neces-
sarily, or be spectacular. He just
toved to work with the kids,”
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Sanders family
to quiz SWAT team

© News Stuff

The family of teacher Dave
Sanders will meet with SWAT
team representatives this week-
end to find out why it toak hours
o reach the dying teacher.

“We realize il took a long time,”
Melody Smith, sister-in-law of the
Columbine teacher, said Wednes-
day. “We want to find out what
went into their thinking before we
make a lot of comment.”

Hundreds of students, credit
Sanders with saving ther lives hy
warning them of the gunmen.

Sanders was shot, and students
tried to stop his bleeding, SWAT
teams didn't reach the room Sand-
ers was in for several hours,
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- | Columbine mayhem

worse than war,
ex-Gl says

T e

Man witnessed rescues
from armored truck on
foan from his company
By John Rebchook

Npies .‘ifuﬂj W riter

Joe Couch saw soldiers die dur-
g Desert Storm and participated
in the capture of former Panama
dictator Manuel Noriega in 1989,

But nothing 1n his 24 years of
Army service prepared the Loo-
mis Fargo & Co. manager for the
mavhem he witnessed Tuesday at
Columbine High School from the
hack of an armored truck on oan

a~g 5

frasn his company.

“This is unlike anything I've
ever seen.” he said.

Loomis Fargo offered police the
use of one of its armored trucks 1o
assist in the rescue of Columbine
victims. Fleet manager Romnald
Corzon drove the vehicle, and
Couch sat in the back. Lakewood
SWAT team members in the vehi-
cle rescued several students and a
substitute teacher, Couch said.

The most dramatic rescue was
that of the bloodied fteen who es-
caped through a second-floor win-
dow of the library. The boy fell
about seven feet onto the truck.

Carzon diove the vehicle over a

= *He seemed to be in shack,”
Couch sad,

The rescue team then picked up
apother bovy and a substitute
teacher — who told Couch that it
was his first day on the job.

But the image that won't go
away for Corzon is the sight of a
boy sprawled on a sidewalk 20 feet
from the bulletproof truck,

"1 started velling something
like, ‘There's one down, there's
one down,” " Corzon said. “One of
the SWAT team members outside,
| think he was a shenff's deputy.
satd he was DOA. [ wanted to go
back and get im. | kept thinking
he could have been my son.”
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curb o get as close to the school
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Sgt. John Ramoniec could jump ———-ereo—

from the truck to the roof and try
to grab the injured vouth,

“The boy could not have moved
on his own; he was half-uncon-
scious,” Corzon said. “He was
covered with blood. Really scared.
They tried to get hign in the cab
with me, and he just grabbed hold
of the door and wouldn't let go.”

The 1een-ager was moved to
the back of the vehicle, where
SWAT members made small talk
with him, to calm him down and
kelp keep him conscious. .

L2

After breaking down at work on
Wednesday, Corzon talked to
counselors, which he said was a
tremendous help. He also attend-
ed a vigil at the Light of the World
Cathohie Church, where he wor-
S1IPS.

Roth Corzon and Couch said the
SWAT members in the back of the
truck and runpning alongside it
were itching to get into the school.

But Lakewond Sgt. George Hin-
kKle, whe commanded the oper-
ation, retninded them that the
Denver SWAT team already was in
the building and that he didn't
want his men caught in cross fire.
Corzon said.
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WRITINGS OF DEATH
AND MISSIONS

: Postings

on Eric Harris'
Weh page
contain pro-
fanity, dis-
turbing
images and
violent
threats. A
Columbine
parent says
he copied the postings and gave
them ta the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Department one year ago.
Here are excerpls:

Harris

My betief is that if | say some-
thing, 1t goes. | am the {aw, if you
dontike it, you die. If 1 don't itke
you or | don't like what you want
me 10 do, yeu e,

Dead people can’t do many
things, hke argue. whine. bitch,
complain, nare, rat out, criticize or
even . . . talk. So that the only way
to solve arguments with all you . . .
out there, | just kill!

God, | can'twarl tll | can kill you
peaple. I'll tust go 10 some down-
town areain some hig . . . city and
blow up and shoot everything |
can. feel no remarse, no sense of
shame. . . . | wili rig up explosives
all over a town and detonate each
one of them at will after | mow
down a whole . . _area full of you.

... ldon'tcare If t live or die in
the shootout. All [ want to do is kill
and injure as many of you . . . ast
can,

Ilive in Denver, and . . . | would
love Lo kill atmaost all of its resi-
dents. . . . People with their rick
snobby attitude, thinkin they are
alt ugh and mighty and can just
come up and tell me what to do
and then people | see in the
streets, lying . . _ about them-
selves.

.. . And then there is all you fit-
ness {people) . . . saying. . .
“Yeah, do 50 situps and 25
puUsAUPS each moming and run a
mile cvery day and go to the gym
and work out and just push your-
self to be better, and you can
achave anything and set high
goals and have great expectations
and be happy and be kind and
treat everyone equal and give to
chanty and help the poor and stop
violence and drive safely and don't
paliute and don’t litter and take
shorter showers and don't waste
waler and eat right food and don't
smake or drink and don't sell guns
and don't be a bad person.”
Phew. 1 say . . . shutup and die”

.. . YOU KNOW WHAT | LOVE!?

SCHOQL!

YOU KNOW WHAT | HATE!!!?

SCHOOLWORK!

.. - YOU KNOW WHAT I
HATEMN!?

RACISMI!!

Don'tiet me catch you making

fun of sumeone just because they
are (a} different color, becausc |
will come in and break your . . .
legs with a plastic spoon. 1 don't
care how long it takes' and that's
both legs, mind you.

.. . As for the next mission, we
haven't decided what to do or
where 10 4o it. | had some
thoughts about hiding in some
large bushes or trees and shooting
stuff. Or maybe some more aenal
attacks. But we need to go to
Wyoming and load up on that
stuff. We are running low. . . . We
still need lo get the fuses, too.

.. . Aww, yeya. This mission
was so . . . fun, man. OK, first of
all, my dad was the only parent
home, so it was much easier get-
tngout. . ..

Date: ‘//13/7 7
Edition:

e (g o A Siald
;_/( S (ﬁi
Character:

or

Classification:
Submitting Office:

LYW P )

Indexing:

Jojed i g 3 7S

k]

FBi /OO ~—

] S 2




FD-350 (Rev. §-B-81)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

B
%

Wednesday, April 28, 1999

|Date:
lEdltlon"‘

L Pl o

{indicate pape, name of
newspaoer city and slqte )

fe e

f‘f\"\L R ( <
¢ 23

1 , (,(14.

i“‘k:j’}\é\-" 3 Al Y "',M vf O L:]uu_/

i J-ﬁ'( it

| Character:
or

.Cl.ass‘rl'icahon:

bt

L‘j

Submitting Otfice:

indexing:

/l' f/ [J fl -

p—n

p 74T

-

spre e

#?39'/ 7%

THE DENVER POST

Massacre impact on gun sales slight

By Matthew B. Stannard
Dakland Trbune

The massacre al Columbine
IHigh School seems Lo have had lit-
tle impact on the bottom line at
gun shops across the state

in facl, some local firearm re-
tailers say business is booming in
the wake of the worst schoo! shoot-
ing in the nation's history.

“For about three days (after the
sheoting) we were slow. Now we're
back up to where we were,” said
Dale Peterson, manager of Firing-
Inune Indoor Shooting Range in Au-
roraz. If anything, Peterson said,
husiness is up in the wake of the
shooling, as anti-gun rhetoric and
rallies hil fever pitch,

“When there’s a threat of people
passing laws making it worse, we
actually see an increase in busi-
ness,” he said. “(Buyers) don't want
it fake a2 chance on being able to
vei their guns.”

(Gther gun sellers said they also
had seen an increase in business
stemming indirecily from the
shooting, such as buyers left
stranded by the cancellation of a
gun show [ast weekemd.

But Tim Donahue. a range offi-
cer at Foothills Sheoting Center,
said he had noliced an even mare
direct impact from the massacre.

Donahue said he had seen much
more inlerest in Foolhill's mer-
chandise and training ciasses in the
past week, including a nember of
customers he said were responding
to the shooling by learning to pro-
teet themselves with their own
firearms.

“A guy thal lives right by ithe
school came in and said those guvs
had been walking by his house and
he was nerveus. He had a gun and
now he wanted Lo learn how Lo use
it.” Nonahue said.

Anather handgun huyer 1old Don-

IR

ahue his son had been shot at by
Eric Harris and Dylan Kiebold but
had managed o escape unscathed.

“He's going to teach his wife and
son how to shoot that gun,” he said.

This was shaping up to be a flush
year in {he gun business well be-
fore the Aprit 20 Celumbine shoat-
ing. The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gations  performed 17,287
background investigations of po-
tential gun buyers in March alone.

April, with 9,982 investigations
performed to date, has been a pret-
ty good month, too, they said.

The FBI has conducted 2,384 in-
vestigations of Colorado buyers in
the seven days since the Columbine
shooting — a 7 percent decline
from April’s daily average. But lo-
cal gon stores say they haver'’t no-
ticed any real slowdown.

Anti-gun activists, basy prepar-
ing to rally in Downtown Denver in
protes! of the National Rifle Asso-

‘f//‘f

u..//

ciation’s annual meeting Lhis week-
end, were aghast at the possibility
that people are responding to Col-
umbine by fighling fire with fire.

“1 thirk it's certainly startling
and scary that people have reacted
to this tragedy in this way.” said
Ted Pascoe of Colorado Coalition
Against Gun Vielence.

“I am hoping that in the long
term, tragedies tike this one in Col-
orade would convince us all thal
arming ourselves is not the an-
swer.”

But to Bob Glass, owner of Pala-
din Arms in Longmont, arming in
response o an incident like the
shooting in Littleton is "a verv ap-
propriate response.”

“The unfortunate reality of ihe
situation is thal we are living in a
dangerous world,” he said. “'If
there were other people in that
{Columbine) situation that had been
armed, we might not have had the
tragedy thot we hoA ™
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Bullet jus
ced off

bou

By Norm Clarke

Noewes Saff Wetter

Brian Anderson, one of Colum-
hine High School’s miracies of
miractes. has an idea why he sur-
viveda bullet 1o the chest.

“God wanted me there 1o help
others gel nut of there.” Anderson
sard Thursday.

Anderson, 17, was knocked
backward by the wnpact of a bullet
from Eric Harris” gun Tuesday, got
up, led friends to a storage-room
hideout and later helped six
wounded schonlmates.

He later found the bullet that
was deflected by his neck chain. It
bounced off his sternum, breaking
the skin, then lodged in the two
lavers of clothes he was wearing.

His remarkable story begins
moments after the killers, Eric
Harris and Dylan Klebold, started
their deadly rampage.

"I was at one of the back exits of
the school. | heard a shot and | saw
them shooting down the hill. 1 was
about ready ta open the door when
Eric turned and locked at me and
shot at me.

Taking deep breaths as he re-
tells the terrifying expertence, he
understands why he was one of
the early targels. 1 was wearing a
white Nebraska cap and he
thought I was an athlete,”

Anderson heard the bang of ex-
ploding glass as the hullet hit the
double-paned glass doon

“THell backwurd. My instinct
was Lo get o ofthere and take
anyhody thal was with me back
insiee the school.”

Anderson shepherded others up
Liwe stairs to the fibrary,

“l was slumbiing, panicking. |
fell over in the library. trying to
run too fast. When we heard the
cxplaston, we ran 10 o back stor-
age room m the library.”

Inside the room, Anderson and
three others, including his best
fmend’s girifriend, Jenny Matthews,

16, and teacher Peggy Dodd, turned
off the lights and Diodd lecked the
door with her keys.

Then Lhey Lay on the floor and
waited. "1 was hleeding. but not
very bad.”

ln_a minute or two, they Leyrd
gupfire outside their door,

Jenny was pretty shook. 1 told
her they were shoutin geomputers
and not to worry”

But he knew better. " We could
hear gunfire and screaming, Then

they {the victims) stopped
screaming.’”

In the terrifving darkness, An-
derson fell something burning in
his chest.

“T thought it was a painthall that
hit me. That's when T{elt metal
and started pulting the builet out.
had Lo puil it pretty hard o get it
out of my shirts.” sad Anderson,

who had polo shirt over a T-shirt.

When the shaating stopped,
they {elt the tloor vibrating from
the mass exodus of schoolmates
running to safety. "Three of us pot
up and ran oul. Peggy stayved.™

Once outside, he helped police
recover several badly wounded
students who needed medical at-
tention,

!:‘e st]ill has two reddish wells
un hus chest — burn marks §
the hot lead. > rom
_ 'The bulet broke in two when
it hit the ghass, | gt hit by bath
fragmel_ns." ’

“Hedidn't save the souvenir of
his chtranrdinan-‘ tuck,

“Tlost it when | was rupn

] ! R a1
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Brian
Andersan, 17,
a junmor at
Columbine
High School,
holds a neck
chain that
hetped deflect
a butlet that
struck hig
chest. He holds
a copy of last

year's school
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THE DENVER POST

MASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH

Wounded face uncertain future

By Julia C. Martinez
Denvar Post S1af Writer

Two days after he was felled by
five bulleis outside Columbine
High School, Richard Castaldo lay
paralyzed from the shoulder blades
down Thursday at Swedish Medical
Center. His doctors den’t knew
what will happen.

At Denver Health Medical Cen-
ter, Lance Kirklin lay in an inten-
sive-care unil, heavily sedaled, his
jaw nearly blown off. His long-
term prognosis is uncertain,

And 17-year-cld Anrne Marie
Hochhaiter was suffering {rom
lemporary paralysis because the
tultet that struck her in the chest
landed close to her spinal cord.

For these survivars of the Colum-
bine High School massacre, the fu-
ture remains dncertain some 48
hours after ihe worst violence in
L3, scheel history. For them and
nthers, the recovery could last a
lifetime.

Castaldo's father, Rick Castaldo,
told reporters Thursday thal his
son didn't see the gunmen until just
before he was shot. The 17-year-old
heard gunshots in the distance but
thought they were fireworks.

Then came the two gun-wielding
assailants. Instantly, five bullets
felled Castaldo where he sat eating
tunch cutdoors, his father said. The
hutlets penetrated his chest, hack
and abdomen.

His son “‘clesed his eyes and
nlaved dead.” hoping he would not
oe shol again. As he lay where he

THE INJURED

B Still at Swedish Medical Center

Richard Castakdo, 17, with five gun-
shot waunds e chest, back ang abdomen.
Condition: serious.

Sean Graves, 15, wih singie gunshot
wound to back and abdomen. Condition
tair.

Anne Marie Hochhatler, 17. single
guashol wound 1o chest, Cancitvin criti-

cal.

Valeen Schinurr. 18, shrapne! wounds
to chest and abdomen. Condition: tair

@ ¥ al Denver Health Medical Cen-
ter.

Mark Kintgen, 17, mullipls head and
neck injunes. Condition- fan,

Lisa Kreulz, 18 mulliple gunshot
wounds lo body, Condilion, serious.

Lance Kirklin, 16, multipfe gunshot

wounds to tace, chesl and legs Caondi-
tion: crilical but stable.

Jeanna Park, 18, gunshat wounds to
upper and lower dody. Condition; fair.
M SHll ar Centura 5t Anthony Cantral

|

squeeze of his hand, she said.
Kirkiin's injuries are so exien-

. Wive, Devore said, that doctors pre-

Hospital: - f

Kasey Ruegsegger, 17 gunshoi
wound. Condition: serous
Unidentified male 15 gunshp:

wound, Congion. critical

Patrick Ireland, 17, gunshot wound.
Condition: serious,

Malcai Hall. 19. gunshot wound Condi-
ton: far.
B St at Univarsity lospial

Mark Tayler, 16, gurshot wounds v
asn. body and legs Coudition: s=aous but
slable
B Shifl a3l Centuia Litinton Advenhst

Jeonifer Doyle. 17 gunshat wound
Condtion: good

B Treated and released:

Brian Andetson. Stephen Austin Fu-
banks, Nicnwolas Foss, Joyce Jankowski,
Adam Ky'er, Stephanie Munson, Patncia
Nieisen, Nicole Nowien, Danny Steeple-
ton

had falien for up {o an hour, he was
aware Lhat somelhing was lerribly
wrong, the senior Castaldo said.

Dr. William Pfeiler of Swedish
Medical Center said Castaldo was
returned o surgery iate Thursday
to repair a bone fracture in his ver-
tebra se doclors could try to deter-
mine the extent of spinal damage.

Despite these serivus injuries,
Castaldo said his son was in good
spirils. "He's aware he will have
trouble recovering .. . " Castaldo
said. He had asked for Led Zeppe-
lin music and wanted to know the
names of those who were killed.
"He cried.” when the list of mur-

dered victims was read to him, his
father said.

At Denver Health Medical Cen-
ter, Kirklin was stable despiie his
massive wounds. A haspital spokes-
woman said the youth was sched-
uled for more surgery today and
possibly this weekend to continoe
{rying to repair massive injuries to
his chest and egs as well as his jaw.

A large portion of Kirklin's jaw
was blown off in Tuesday's ram-
page, neighbor Noelle Devore said.
The 16-year-old sophomore, whe
loves fishing, is unabie to speak
and is communicating with doctors

and family members with a soon, her doctor said.

,

dicted he would require recon-
siructive surgery for years.

The shooting was the secaond
tragedy to strike the family in
manths. Devore said Kirklin's
brother died a few months age.

Everen Securities Inc. of Park
Meadows established the Lance
Kirklin Support Fund to help the
family with future medical bills.
Donations can be made to 8005 S.
Chesler Streel, Suite 300, Engle-
wood 80112, Phone numbers are
303-925-8500 or 800-300-9648.

Broker Brel Roberts, who set up
the fund, said he alse was estab-
lishing a Web page on the Internet.
“We're very happy o bé doing this
for him,” said Roberts, who learn-
ed of Kirklin's plight from Devore,
who is his stepsister.

Hochhalter's prognosis has been
tmproving, despite the terporary
paralysis, according to Dr. Bil]
Mallory at Swedish. The bullet that
struck the student in the chest
landed close to her spinal cord, the
physician said. She also suffered a
wourd fo her liver.

Fourteen students remained hos-
pitalized Thursday, among them a

!5-year-old unidentified male stu- \\'

dent in eritical condition at St. An-
thony Cenirz! Hospital with un-
Kpown wounds.

One of the 14, Valeen Schnurr, °
was Tecovering quickly at Swedish |
and was expecled to be released
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Web site pages in 98
talked of pipe bombs,
mass random kilhngs,
Columbine dad says

By Ann tese and Lyna Bartels

Ny Stat Wetvas

Jefferson County deputies had
evidence a year ago that i Har-
ris was contemplating mass mur-
der — but did nothing. a Colum-
bine lather said.

The farher gave printouls of
Harrs' Web site to a deputy lo

upport his complaint that Harrs
“had threstened his son's e and
broken his son’s windshield.

"1 will ng up explosives alt over
a town and detonate each one of
them at will after T mow down a
whole ... arca ful} of you,” the
PHNtOULS say.

One year later, Harris and his
friend Dylan Kiehold, bath Colum-
bine seniors, did just that. But
instead of attacking total strangers
downtown, they shot dozens of
students al Columbine High
School, kilhing 13.

The father, who didn't want to
be identified, was horrified hy the
Web pages, which said the two
were beginning Lo put thelr anger
o gction by buldding and blowmg
up pipe hombs.

“We were upset that no action
was taken so we filed a sccond
complaint in April 19987 the fa-
ther sat. “We continually called
back. They never called us, ever.”

“I think the cops dropped the
ball on that,” sad the son, now a
Columibnne seniot.

Sheriff's Sgt. Jim Parr said he
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Flowers sit at the ham

e of Eric Hamrs. The father of a Columbine

High Schoot student said he had contacted the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Department in 1998 about Harris™ threats on a Web site.

knew nothing about the complaint.
Mistrict Attorney Dave Thomas
said he never received it

At about the same tme i was
fited, Hartis and Klebold were get-
tng a break from juvenile felony
charges of criminal trespass and
theft for breaking inta a car and
stealing tools. They were offered
clean records i they slayed out of
trouble and completed a diversion
program.

Thev passed it with flying col-
ors. But they lied.

In cauntracts with the juvenile
diversion program dated March
25, 199K, both of them promised
1oL L0 POSSESS Weapons.

In reahity, they were building
their first pipe bombs, according to
the Web page printouts dated
March I8, 1998,

The printouts are folt of Harrts’
plans for mass muwder. He said
he'd Jove to ki) “almost all” the
residents of Denver. He swore he
would feel no remorse. ) am the
law, and tf you don't like it, you die.
If { don’t like your, voudie.”

He wrole up his own love-hate
tist, focusing uncontroliable anger
on what most people would con-
sider evervday annovances. He
said he hated bars, people who
thmk television wrestiing s real”

rowing smokers, commercials,
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teivmarketers, slupld people any
those who cut in khne or blocked
the hallway.

He didn't want to shrug off such
irritants. For someone who acci-
dentally bumped himn and apoelo-
gized, he promised to “rip out 2 of
your damn ribs and shove em into
your f—ing eve hatls!™ For some-
aone blocking the hallway, he
threatened to blow his hecad off
with a sawed -off shetgun.

He claimed he loved school. He
Just hated schoolwork,

In sharp contradiction to wit-
ness stalements that either Harris
or Klebold said, "We are going 1o
shoat black people™ just before
killing a black student, Harms said
on the Web page that be hated
racism. He saul he thought racists
should have Lheir arms ripped off,

He also wrote of sneaking out of
the house at mght without his par-
ents’ knowledge to set off strings
of firecrackers at the homes of
“targets.” In some  paragraphs,
these adventures seem to be mno-
cent leen high ymks.

But elsewhere, Harris boasted
of the first four pipe bombs that he
bt “frem scratch” with his
friend Vodka, a nickname for Kle-
bold. They extracted the powder
from firecrackers they’d bought in
Wyoming, where fireworks are
sold legally and numerous stands
line the highways just across the
Colorado border.

They even named their bombs.
The largest of that first baich was
a “-inch-by-d-inch explosive
named Pazzie. Pazzie's blast in a
creek bed was “heart-pounding,
gut-wrenching brain-twitching
ground-moving msanely cool!” ac-
cordmg to the printouts.
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Wounded teen who fell from window 1D’d

Patrick Ireland, a junior, took
bullets 1n the head and foot

By Norm Clarke

Nvaws Siaft Writer

The wounded student whose dramatic
second-story rescue riveted a live TV audi-
ence worldwide s Patrick {rcland, police and
haspital officials smd Thursday,

A junior 4l Columbine High Schogl, Ire-
land. 17, was 1n the intensive care umt at Si.
Anthony Hospital Central, in serious condi-
tion with head and foot wounds.

B He was shot twice in the
head.

Limp as a ragdoll, his
8 right arm appearing lifeless,
Ireland fell into the arms of
two Lakewood SWAT vet-
erans Tuesday during an
armored truck rescue out-
side the window of the
schaol library.

frefand

Lakewaod semor agent -

Donn Kraemer, the first to reach Ireland
after climbing on the roof of the truck, wel-
comed the news.

“(rreat! Now I've got a name to associate

with my prayers,” said Kraembe.

“T'd love to micet him, whenever he is fit
enough and able and willing — the whole
team would like to mect higm.

“He showed the ultimate indomitahle
spirit to live at alt costs.™

Ireland was Urying to cimh out the win-
dow when the truck, sccompanied by a
SWAT team headed by Sgt. George Hinkle,
maved inta position. !

Kraemer and Sgt. Jahn Ramontec hurried
to the truck’s roof, barely in lime to catch
the bloody and traumatized student.

Lapsing into shack, the hoy gave his name
to police as “Rick” or "Rich.”
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Son killed by ‘hatred,” father says

By Mike McPhee view with five reporters in his living
Denwer Post Stalf Writer room on Thursday, less than 24 hours
Isaiah Shoels was days from be- after he was told of his oldest son’s

death. His wife, Vonda,

R e e ke g b s - e r—

can-Americans ever to
graduate from Colymbine
High School. Then he was
shot and killed in Tuesday's
carnage.

Now that some of the
shock has worn off, the an-

: ger is boiling out of his fa-
H ther, Michael.

“I'm not going to sugar-
coat anything. We should be
walching our children.

hovered in the kitchen, un-
willing to (ace the media.

“I'm very upsel with the
parents {of the iwo gun-
men). They should have
watched their children. If
my child had had six butane
{anks in my garage, don’t
you think I'd ask him about
g,) i7" he said, referring to

| harbecue-type propane bot-
tles turned into bombs by

Their katred is taking over our plan-  the two killers. *If I didn't, it would
et,” said Shoels, whose fury gathered  suggest that 1 don't give a damn
strength durmg a 45-minute inter- gbout him.
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Poll: Parents deserve blame

NEW YORK — Sevenly percent of

Americans believe that a lack of parental
oversight contributed “a iot” to the Colum-
bine shooting rampage, according to a poll
by Newsweek magazine, while 67 percent
place that same level of blame on the
availability of guns
: About half (4% percent) believe the most
i effective way to prevent such viclent inei-
. dents would be paying mare attention to
kids' anti-social altitudes and behaviors,
while 21 percent believe it would be in-
creasing school security, and 14 percent
+ say the same for reducing violence in pop-
I ular enterlainment.
; Fifty percent surveyed now favor a law
i thal would ban possession of handguns ex-
+ cept by police and other authorized people
i = the highest percentage recorded for
that view since [982.

The poll wil! appear in the Newsweek
edition hitting newsstands today. For the
poll, Princeton Survey Research Associ-
ates tnterviewed 757 adults Thursday and
Friday.

The margin of error is plus or minus 4
percentage points.

m A ——— ke = ey e

Boy with bomb materials arrested

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, Fla — A 15
year-old boy was arrested after authorities
found napaitn and other homemade explo-
sive materials in his bedroom. '

Acting ob a tip, Clay County sheriff’s
deputies went to Lhe home of the youth late
Saturday. Investigators found c.h_emmals.
fuses and bombmaking instruclions the
boy allegedly got off the Internet. '

The teen was charged with possession of
destructive devices, a felony. He was being
held at a juvenile deiention facility in
nearby Jacksonville and will be arraigned
today.

The youth told deputies he had been det-
onating homemade pipe bombs in the yard,
said Mary Justino, spokeswoman for the
sheriff’s office. “He said he had a general
curiosity and that he’s not out to hurt any-
ane.”

Hamiltow’s arrest comes as police and
school officials across Florida are report-
ing threats of violence foliowing the Col-
urnbine shootings.
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Wounded teen-ager has

- ‘strong will, father says

Rich Castaldo upgraded
to fair condition, visited
by friends and celebrities

By Mike Patty ,
News .Strfff Writer

Rich Castaldo 1s a young man
with the courage and spirituality
to overcome his physical and emo-
tional wounds, and get on with his
life, his father said Sunday.

“He's a kid with a Jot of intessi-
nal fortitude,” Rick Castaldo said
at Swedish Medical Center, where
17-year-old Rich continues to re-
cover from five gunshet wounds to
: the chest, back and arms sufiered
"in the Columbine shootings. “He

has a very strong will and is very
stubborn ahout what he believes
in. He has the capacity to do any-
thing."”
Rich has been upgraded to fair
condition and was able to sit up in
i a chair Sunday. He watched televi-
sion news reports of the Colum-
bine memorial service, s father
said.

“His spinits ave good. He's a lot
! stronger than am.”

Reports that his son is para-
lyzed are untrue, Castaldo said.

“The surgery went as well as
can be expected,” he said. “There
were no spinal cord tears, al-
though it may have been bruised.
Rich asked about the extent of his
mjuries. We and the doctors have
told him the trugh.”

Dactors have said that it is too
eariy to tell «f Rich will suffer
permament problems from his in-
juries.

In the meantime, Rich is enjoy-
ing the visits and good wishes of

e —— e e

his family and friends — even
some friends he didn't know he
had.

“Members of the Coloradu Ava-
lanche dropped by and gave him a
hockey puck and some hats,” his
dad said.

Denver Bronco head coach
Mike Shanahan, Colorado first
lady Frances Qwens and Lt. Gov.
Joe Rogers also visited him.

"The first ladv told Rich he
could call her anytime if he just
wanted to talk,” Castaldo sard.

Those aren't the only celebri-
ties Rich has met in his young life.
An active member of Peacelam,
an international peace foundation,
Rich in 1997 met the Dalai Lama
— the Tibetan spinituai leader of
millions of Buddhists.

“The Dalai Lama reached out
and took Richard's hands and
kissed the fops of them,” his fa-
ther said. “The Dalai Lama told
Richard he was special.”

And the Columbine junior is
special.

"He loves to play the tuba and
saxophone,” Castaldo said. “He is
very active in his church, and likes

math and science. He even talked
to hus chemistry and math teach-
ers and asked them about home-
work. He is concerned about fin-
1shing the school year.”

One of Rich's doctors asked the
teen-ager the other day what he
wants to do with his life.

“He said, 1 think ['ll help kids
like me,” " Castaldo said.

At 4 p.m. today , 1996 Nobel
Peace Laureate fose Ramos Horla
will lead a prayer service in front
of the Main Hall building at Regis
University. The event is sponored
by PeaceJam and Regis.
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* Hacker replaces official

state Web site with
diatribe on evil

By Matthew 8. Stannard
Qakiand Trpune

As tens of thousands of modrners
gathered Sunday to remember the
11 slain at Celutnbine High School,
somebody in cyberspace was plai-
ning his or her own perversely per-
sonal {ribuie.

About an hour hefore the mass
memorial in Jefferson County,
somebody packed into the state of
Caolorado’s official site on the

'3‘\w°r1d Wide Web, replacing it with

“Condoleances (sic) to the people at
Columbine High Scheol.”

The hacked site was visible for
no more than one hour, the amount
of time it took (or stale technicians
to notice the vandalism, (urn off
the state’s Internet server and re-
store the normal home page from a
backup, said Dorothy Hall, commu-
nications director for Generai Sup-
port Services, which oversees the
state’s computer system.

“1 think it was in very poor

a rambling essay decrving soci-
ety's evils.

Titled “A Changing World,” the
replacement message appeared to
he a call for individual action in
the face of social oppression. The
message was signed “Neoplole-
mus,” 3 bero of the Trojan War
whose name is sometimes used to
describe a punishment matching
the crime of the accused.

The message ended with the
words “hacked for freedom” and

taste,” Hall said of the timing of
the attack. “It does pobody any
good.”

Hall said the incident has been
reported to the Colerada Bureau of
Investigation. The bureau’s techni-
cal specialists, busily analyzing the
compuler system of Columbine
shooter Eric Harris, could not be
reached for comment.

Similar attacks happen all the

time, said John Vranesevich,
founder of the Internet security
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Web site AntiOnline. And state and
government Web sites seem to be
particularly suseceptible.

“Btates don’t have the ueed for
the highest-level security adminis-
trators that exist in our country,
and they're not hiring them, and
they don’t have the money to pay
for them,” he said.

But investigators will probably
take Sunday’s incident seriously,
Vranesevich said, if history is any
indication. He said authorities tend

io crack down on compuier attacks
that catch the public eye.

Based on his own analysis of the
hacked Colorado site — a copy of
which was e-mailed to him before
state technicians acted — Vrane-
sevich said he suspects “A Chang-
ing World” was little more than the
electronic equivalent of roadside
graffiti.

“Oftentimes hackers will come
up with these grand agendas to jus-
tify what they are doing,” he said.

, {r} ' y,‘/{/;/lua j

[ ,i/f/l 7.

B30
) o b4



FD-350 {Rev. 5-6-81}

v Scho

© e s i el . £y e 4k T

e e

By Sheba R. Wheeler
and Jangt Bingham
Denver Post Stalt Writers

Jefferson County stodents returning to
the first full week of classes following the
Columbine High School shootings can take
comtort in increased security as well as
the presence of bundreds of parent volun-
teers.

Superintendent Jane Hammond fissured
the public Sunday that steps are being tak-
en to guard against another tragedy. A
threat of furiher violence r_‘epurtediy
spread through Internet mail_has re-
mained unsubstantiated as a possible hoax,
tut officials are taking the matter serious-
ly.

Safely measures in scheols peat Column-
bine and statewide have inciuded continu-
ous sweeps of buildings for bombs and ex-

Many purents have volunieered to be in
classrooms ioday. along with poiice offi-
cers, in hopes that a strong adult presence
will heip kids feel safer.

“It doesn’t need to look like an armed
camp,” Hammond said. “It needs to look
like a place where adults are supporting
their children.”

in the wake of the tragedy, the disirict
has received thousands of phone calls from
people hoping (o restore a sense of calm to
the community.

Donations have tun the gamut from led-
dy bears to buriat piots. Gifts have includ-
ed money (o buy columbine seeds, person-
ally written songs and poems and offers of
counseling.

Throughout the weekend, schoal districts
statewide held emergency meetings with
local law officials to enlist additional secu-
rity and fortify their strategies for dealing

—

(Mount Ciipping in Space Below)

1

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, City and state )

!-.‘)& NG

L

{

R

Vet

ols boost
security, support

i 1} as reviews of emergency
ploslvess for facully and staff. Additionat
been put into place.

security and on-site crisis teams also have

“We can't have any threat pausing us to
close schoals,” Hammond said. “Our Kids
need to be in school. We need to be provid-
ing them a quality education and a safe
tearning environment, We've been wurkmg
hard with parenls to assure them of that.

All Jefferson County schools, except Col-
urnbine, wifl be open this week. Columbine
students will return to classes Thursday
for half-¢ay courses at mearby Chatfield

igh School.

H%l:)eral.ing under a modified schedule,
Chatfield stedents will attend school from
7 am. to 12:10 p.m., then Columbine stu-
dents and teachers will use the classroems
in the afternoon. Graduation will take
place May 22 as scheduled.

with violence.

Cherry Creek schools last week closely
monitored their 24-hour security cameras
and beefed up security lighting, said Super-
intendent Bob Tschirki.

Bomb sweeps were held throughout the
weekend in Cherrv Creek and conlinned
until 5:30 a.m. today. Denver high scheols,
which were closed immediately foliowing
the shooting, also implemented numerous
weekend sweeps.

“We have to do everything we can to re-
assure our parents and children that our
schools are a safe place,” Tschirki said.

School officials in Denver and Jefferson
County said they aren't just focusing on
protecting schools from dangerous intrud-
ers. Hammond said they also are trying
“to improve a culture of acceptance of
kids who are different.”

Schaols must be places where peaple
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“care about each other and focus on mak-
ing sure there is no sigp of rejection and
abuse,” said Denver Superintendent Irv
Muoskowitz. .

Hammond said she hoped for communi-
ty discussions about ways lo intbrvene
will troubled children and make sure such
violence never happens again.

Some districts last week modified dress
code policies to prohibit trench coats like
those worn by the gunmern. But Hammond
cactioned that, “If you were to say ‘No
trench coats,’ our business community
couldn't go ipio the schools. Many of them
wear trench coals. T myself have a black
one.

“We have to be very intentional about
what we do . . . A year from now, 1 would
hope we wonld be known not just for the
tragedy that occured here, but for the solu-
Lions we have found.”
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3 let cunosity .
get best of them —..

leens were not acquaintances
of Columbine gunmen, says
young man arrested on hve TV

By Burt Hubbard
News Sttt Werker

A nveted nation watched Tuesday as
heavily armed police descended an three
teens dressed in black cuats and hoots near
Columbine High.

While two gunmen shot students nside
the schoal, the three teens were handeutfed
ds suspects.

Matthew Christianson and his two friends
picked the wrong time 1o let their curiosity
get the best of them,

“We were just three punks with a lot of
curinsity,” Christamson said.

Christianson, 18, said he and Matt Akard
and Jim Branetti were driving arourd Den-
ver when they heard about the shooting on
the radio,

They decided to check it aut in person,

wistianson of Westminster said he once
aved across the street from Columbime.

All three wore black jackets with hlack
combat-style hoots,

Christianson’s jacket was adorned with
swastikas with red lines through them and
profane words directed agmnst Nazis as a
way (o protest racism.,

As Christianson and his {riends walked
across Clement Park toward the school.
police cars and a golf cart full of heavily
armed SWAT officers pulled out of nowhere
and ordered the three to put their hands
behind their heads.

“That's the scaredest Uve ever been,” he

sand.

Whesn they were placed inside the police
cars, one of the officers radiocd that he had
three suspects in custady, Christianson said,

They were driven to the command post
where they were guestioned far 45 minutes
and tested for traces of powder hefore they
were released, Chnstianson s,

The three were aol acquastances of the
suspaecis. a8 palve mitally anneunced, he
=il

He said he new understands why police
stappesd the three given the arcumstances.
Bt he inks police overreacted and be-
heves they were singled out for their attire
and nok s,

Christianson’s tongue s preveed and he

s apony tal atop closely cropped hair.

But the day wasn'la total loss.

As he was leaving the area, he said a
Washingtur Post veporter shoved 31001, $20

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state }
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Matthew.Christianson. 18, was questioned by police afler he and two fiends tried to
get close to Cofumbine High School while the shootings were taking plage.

ALY
Lills it his hand, asked to buy him a bat-
tery for us cellular phone and told him he
could keep the chanue.

[y rn ~Tf e &) ’3}}
The battery cost $50. -
"I figured | might as well make some

) JLbF

IMOoney




FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

{indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state )

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

———— e ——— e ————

3
= .
DL o~
LT >
A T
=
—_ P (S
- 4 .
. - -
it /
5o .
B .w
: = -
A >
- N ~ T
™ " e R
. D n..m —
T .m Q
S~ - i &% n BatH
N .u ..mu [~
p, ] = £
L= 5 m =
2 5 |3
= O Qa6 & {

“Funuefd 1o 2wl

[Pl B S1 MON "SI0[0) [BI2ADS
Ul 67 T$ I8 gE(IEAE 3UR S1I9YIR]

USlooos

ayy o1 (spa3as) Buneuop ale

M., 42U UapIen) pue ISLof|

emEdE] 18 JaSRURW 20Iu ‘UGKI(]

£13y0) pres ‘Y93 18e| JO ASNEII]
ut (e 2jdoad Jo 10] B PEY 22, I,
Aqsuy Jutyas e spaas g

"sxamo]d s, dwey

-plaA e odetet [iauad “s1aisy

FUUBH[ PIRS ‘WIOD]Q Uy 3G J UPIRoM
KLaqy ‘squepd 5] pey am I UAAY,,

U0 13407 g doys A
1B W3 JOY € UIFY SABY UIA[IS pue
AN{ ‘SI01AI §,106YIS Y] Ul SUOGJIL
Suunjea) sjuawafueiie Mol

10028 YBIH Aulquin(o]) jo
13m0 3Y3 §,11 ISNEIAQ PAUSE ALY
101y, dOUS MO SIAIRH 1R
-udy J0 1auMmo 'BUlfag] e elrug

pes  Kjxea ool apup e SAl,
5

£

a0 01 pley Ayaud 31 As) 1ng
00Y0g U3ty
amquinio) 3 Funoeoys ayl oS
SABP 331 Ul 3DUI[0IAUQU PUB DUE)
-id1a Jo) joquids B JO BUIIBION
QWoDag SBY 1UIWNS Ul Swoolq

dous i8MoL4 SBAIEH 10o0dYy 40 Jaumo ‘Buy|Ia|y no enwnny —

. "JOOYIS YTET aUIqUEN]O)) J0 £an0l

eyl dnatanng fuep ayj
‘§isanhal 1im sdoys 1am0} JE2
dJunepunul woy idoad paddols
LUSBY 1yl NG ‘juidy Ul UOSESS

- Ul 3, USE I9MOY] #EIS S 0PRIOJ0D
AU

-WN[CY 10] A[TE3 00) AN € 5 3]

L2444 HEIS SN

ueAIS Lvg 48
s8unjooys Aq payool

Y} S, 11 ISHDIIG PaySD DY J0] Y K402 00] A1 D f— jooyos yay uuouoy
7 S

WOSSO[q ¥23S s1a4ng

SaulquInjod Joj sjjed Yyym padutems sdoys

e e e e —

v st T e ——— -

FBi/o0l)

I



FD-350 {Rev. 5-8-61)

{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, ¢y and state.)

(I .

| . T xRS AR

. (Mount Clipping in Space Below} { ’ ,- ='-:.' {,, e et
—_ B ! .
) pate: - g 1
Monday, Aprii 26, 1999 |Edition: '
( g b

| iTi ‘;1;(,_.--'1'\.!1.'1L \*rr b / Jw_‘f“ ( -
} Onlme fnend | IOVNAVIR Y
- didn't see evil crarsce:

e e by et "

:CIass'r'lic_:ation: _
; s.de of Harrls Submitting Ottice:
{ Indexing: .
. By Burt Hubhard . ; a7 S

News Staff Wnter

Sarah Davis watched from 1,700
miles away the tragedy unfolding
Tuesday at Columbine High
School and wondered if her online
buddy Eric Harris was one of the
students shot.

Qr of he was the ane doing the
:.hnutmg

“Both possihilities crossed my
mund. [ had a gut feeling about 1it,"”
Davis, 18, said Sunday, "[ tried ta
call himy for a long time, but
couldn't get through.”

Her parents told her the next
day that Harrs and Dylan Klebold
had killed 13 people and wounded
21 before killing themselves.

Davis and Harris hecame
friends in the sixth grade when
Harns hved m Plattsburgh, N.Y.
After the Harris family moved to
Colorado about four years ago,

. they kept in touch, first by letters
and later by e-mail.

The correspondence was typi-
cal teen chatter, Davis said.

He told her he and a friend were
planning a road trip this summer
and were going to stop m Platts-
burgh to see his old friends. There
was no mention of bombs or the
Trench Coat Mafia, she said.

“Only once did | really get an ¢-
mad that gave me a ghmpse of the
other side of him,” she said. Dawis
can’t remember exactly what was in
the e-mail Harvis sent about a year
ago, only that it disturbed her.

The two grew aparl in the past
vear. The last message was about
# moath ago. The last telephone
call was ahout a year ago after
Harris and Klebold were arrested
for breaking into a car,

“I couldn't beheve he would do
it Davis said. “He told me it
wasn't something thev had
plannued. 1t was just a spur of the
moment thing.”

Columbine students saw 4 more
sinister side to Harris, Klebold
and other members of the Trench
Coat Maha.

The first time Peter Maher
rumbled with the lrench Coat
Mafia. one member of the group
brandished a shotgun. The second
time, a member waved a knife.

Maher and his {riends traded
words last Fourth of July with Har-
ns, Klebold and others from the
Trench Coat Mafia in a conve-
nience store parking lot.

“As we were driving away, |
looked behind and one of them in
trench coats had this big pistol-
grip shotgun in the air,” he said.

The two groups encountered
ane another later the same day st a
fireworks stand, More words were
cxchanged and another member of
the Trench Coat Mafia pulled =
knife, Maher said.

At least one member of the
group, Columbine student Chris
Morris, has hired an attorney,

Sraﬁ writers Lywn Bartels and feft
Kass contribueted to this article.
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Elementary
school janitor
saw intruder

By Hector Gitierrez

Nowws Stertt Wgber

Word thay Eric Harns or Dylan
Klehold may have bheen scen tast
week al Stony Creek Blementary
Schonl inay prevent some parents
from sending their children Lo
si-hont today.

A custodian toid Jeficrson Coun.
tv School astrict officials that he
cowountered a SUSPICiOUs  young
man last Monday, the day before
the shootings at Columbine.

Although Yawv enlorcement has
not been able to vonfirm that the
leen was Harris or Kiebold, bomh
squad cxperts have swept the
schoel i the 7200 hlock of Seuth
Everett Street to make sure no
explosives are hidden,

“Our custodisn cannot definite-
Iv say it was ane of the twa,” Prin-
cipal Michael Connors said. “Our
custodian teld him to leave. and
he didn't respond. He asked him
twice and he didn't respond.”

Late Sunday, Conners and sev-
cral parents were calling families
Lo assure themn the campus is safe.

Ihstrct security and ocal bomb
squads have searched many of the
district’s scheols vver the last fow
days, shertff’'s Deputy Troy Gar-
dalen said.

However, administrators  are
letting parenls decide for them-
selves whether to sead their chil-
dren tu school today

Parenis can call (303) ORZ2-0940.
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thousands
honor these

_plce president, governor join
m remembrance of the slain
Columbin_e High students

By Mike Asrton
Newws Stafy Writer
By the tens of thousands they came, clutch-
ing flowers and teddy bears, seeking God's
gwdance under a weeping sky.

They turncd a suburban mall’s parking lot
o thew church Sunday — more than 70,000
people, according to the Sectet Service, twice
the numbdir expected, a crowd that flowed out
inta the streets and surrounding neighborhood.

A crowd that was utterly silent.

They came to share their suffering, and to
lean on one another: To begin the healing, and to
celehrate courage. And to pledge-that Tuesday’s
deaths at Columbine High School were not in
AR

“What sav we wto the apen muzzic of this
tragedy, cocled and aimed at o earts? Viee
Fresident A Gore asked.

“All of us must change our lves to honor
these children. Somewhere in the reach of
every adult in this country is a child 1o hold and
teach, a child 10 save. We must teach them right
from wrong. We must protect them from the
violence and the cruelty i our popular culture.

“The human heart responds to goodness. |
belfieve this. T wouldn't think Iife worth living if
1L were not sa.”

Jonathan and Stephen Cohen uvpened the
memorial service in the Bowles Crossing Shop-
ping Center with a song of hope the Columbine
students helped write in the days after (he mas-
sSdcre.

l re wmbine, friend of mine. |
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Peace will come {o you in time.

It was a theme repeated again and again, a
promise that wounds, fresh and raw now, one
day wiil heal. '

“Not only do I mowrn with you, the enlirtl
nation mourns,” the Rev. Frankiim Graham said.
“We cannotl reverse the hand of destruction,
But in your grief, | hope you can sense the arms
of our nation reaching out to you.

“We ask. why? How can scemething like 1his
happen? Why dnes God allow @17 | don't have

answers, friends: But I do know this: [ do know
that there is a2 God. He loves you. He cares for
you. And one day he will bring justice and make
all things right.”

There were people in suits and ties, sweat-
shirts and bali caps, cowboy hats, even black T-
shirts, black jeans and combat boots.

They started arriving bours in advance. Vol-
unteers handed out lilies and roses. New Testa-
ments and tissue. Thousands of blue and white
balloons that eventually filled the slate gray sky
with Columbine’s colors, -

At one point, a group of students began to
chant.

“We are.” they shouted, pep-rably style, and
another group answered back, “Columbine!”

*We wall stand with you shoulder o shoulder
as vou tace your future,” Gov. Bill Owens Lold
them. “As we learn more about 1his, we learn
how short of Lheir gnal the killers fell. Yes, they
took far too many precious fives. But they failed
in thew goal of kilhng hundreds more and 10
hurn the school to the ground.

“Hebind vou, scarred but still standing, s

See COLUMBINE o 42A
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Columbine High School.
Through all of the pam, one thing
ig clears This commumey will not
be beaten.” ‘

At the end of the sernice, four
fighter jets roared overhead, Une
plane, flown by Capt. Scott Van
Beek, a 1086 Columbine graduate

and a pilot with the Colorado Air
National Guard, peeled away 1n a
salute to the dead. '
Thirteen doves fluttered mto
the sky after them, ane for each of

| the slaying victims: Cassie and

Steven. Corey and Kelly -
Matthew, Daniel, Dan and Rachel.
Isaigh, John, Lauren and Kyle.
And one for Mr, Sandets.

“Coach Sanders, [ love you and
1 will miss you,” senior Amber
Burgess told the crowd. "1 know
that each day your memory will
push me to become 2 hetter pet-
son ard five my life wits fullest.

Syme listened to her, standing
alone with dark circles under
their eyes, Others formed tigght

groups and prayed. Red-eyed cou- !
ples entwined lke strands of |
mope. Parents hugged their chil-
dren like they never would agam.

So muny of them drained and
dazed.

“I'm so numb,” said Debbie
Bowman.

And with that. she spoke for
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2
planned

gunmen

500 deaths

. By David Otinger

" . Sehool wantg

Danvar Poat Staft Writer

The two students who carried guns and
Bomemade hombs into Columbine High
to kil at least 500 class-
mates, murder people in the neighborhood
and — if they survived — “hijack an air-
plane and crash it inte a majar city,” Jef-
ferson County Sheriff John Stone said Sun-

day.
- Their intended target was New York

‘fn an interview at home, Stone divulged
trightening details of the terrorist plans
hatched in a suburban bedroom by two
high school seniors who felt iike outcasts.

. Plans were ‘cold-blooded’

Erie Harris and Dylan Klebeld had been

- making “calculated and cold-blooded plans

—

for a long time,” Stone said. He said they
deliberately started shooting at 11:15 a.m,,
when the maximum number of students
would be eating in the high school cafete-
ria or studying in the library, and heped
the homemade propane bomb they assem-
bled would destroy the school.

*“Once they burned the school down, then
they were just going to start ravaging the
neighborhood, killing as many people as
they could.”

* Many details of their plans were kept in
what the sheriff described as a year-long
ladger that outlined their daily efforts ko
acquire guns and make bombs for a suicide
mission thai they dreamed would climax
with = disastrous plane crash.

- While some have eriticized police for
taking four hours to get victims and terri-
fied students out of the high school, Stone
contended the first exchange of police gun-
iire with the suspects forced them to re-
reat and may have saved many students.

Within 15 minntes there were four or
tive Jefferson County SWAT team mem-
bers gt the schoal, who joined with a Den-
ver SWAT team and “made our initial as.
sault and did engage” the shooters, he said.
* think that is what saved the rest of these
kids. I firmly believe the killings were
done before we got there”

The sheriff also lashed out at gun many-

" {aeturers such as Intratec, which made the

banned TEC-DCE assault weapon the pair
brought ta the school.

Maunt Clinging in Space Below)

\
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Drawing the fine

He said he supports the right to own fire-
arms, “but that's not e hunting gun. Al
that is, is a military type of thing. It's
meant to kili people. Most of these cases
where we’ve had drive-by shootings, that
seems to be the gun of choice. Where do
you draw the line — bazookas?”

While Harris and Klebold's homemade
botnbs, taped with pails and BBs, injured
at least one student seriously, it was their
guns that killed people.

Three counties shared autopsy duties.
Dr. Michaei Doberson, the Arapahoe Coun-
iy coroner, said he understood gunshots
killed all 15 people who died al the school.
Eleven survivers remained in Denver hos-
pitals Sunday with gunshot wounds.

Stone also verified that at least one oth-
er person is under investigation — an 18-
year-old female friend of Kiebold, who
helved acquire one of the guns brought to

Suspects -
planned
500 deaths

PLOT from Page 1AA

the school. Judging from the ledger, he said,
the guns were acquired well before Tuesday's
massacre. Lroe s

A search of their homes turned up explosive
devices “in both homes, from what I under-
stand,” he said, as well as a silencer, gunpow-
der and the sawed-off barrel of a shotgun,
sticking up in plain view from a contalneron a
bedroom dresser. -

At the high schoal, Harris and Kiebold killed
12 students and a teacher and wounded more
than 20 others before taking their own lives.
Stone described the crime scene as the most
sickening thing he has ever seen.

Tt just seers like such a waste, when you've
got young Kids trying in the prime of their life
sitting in the library, studying. It's almost in-
comprehensible that a human being could do
that {o another human being,” he said.

Stone said the evideace accumulated to date
does not point to the bays’ parents as criminal
suspects but added that their civil negligence
appears considerabie.

Gov. Bill Owens said the parents should not
be spared from prosecution if they had any in-
kling of what their boys planned.

““} think the parents should have known
something,” Owens said.

On Tuesday, Columbine seniors Harris and
Klebold brought four guns, hundreds of rounds
of ammunition and more than 30 homemade
bombs to their highschool. - -

o

P o
bl Ve
I . ~ 1 —
IDate: Lo f‘?'l
!Edilion: .
{ .
e .
| . L
Title L oot faiin e ? .
- 1
- /' ."-,111 T
"Character:
| or
:Classitication:

Submitting Office:

Indexing:

In the aftermath of the worst school shoot-
ing in U.S. history, a police search of Harris’
home found the sawed-off barre! of a shoigun,
bomb-making materials and a diary.detailing
a year-long plot to bomb the high school and
kill classmates. ’

Stone expressed &sgust that the parents had
oot intervened, saying they “‘should be ac-
countable for their kids' actions.” - .

Owens agreed. He emphasized he had no
personal information that any of the parents
had an inkling of the murderous preparations
carried out in a bedreom and garage at the
Harrises’ suburban home. But “if these par-
ents kad prior knowledge, they would bear the .
same responsibility as potentially indictable ..
as would any other adult or juvenile,” he said.

The ledger and computer materials seized : '+
from Harris’ house repeatedly referredto .~
Adolf Hitler’s birthday, the date of the massa-
cre. It also contained German words and Ger-
many-related Internet sites, expressed a ha-
tred of “jocks” and others who wouldbe  *
targeled, and specified the minute they would
“rock and roll” at the school. o

The parents of the two killers have issuad
statements of sympathy to the families of all
the victims but have nof commented publicly.

Susan Klebo!d did tell her pastor that some-
thing in her son's voice spooked ber Tuesday
morning. .

“The goodbye had an edge toit,” she said,”
describing her son’s tone to the Rev. Don
Marxhausen as “almost fatalistic.” “She
thought, ‘Maybe he's in a bad mogd,’ ™ he said.

* ‘Maybe he's gat a test today or something.’ ”

Dylan's father, Thomas Klebold, who runs a
mortgage business from his house, told the
pastor he had detected “this slight tension™ in
his son a few days before the attack. Kiebold
made a mental note of it and thought he would - |
get back to it, the pastor said. RN

Denver Post staff writers Kit Mipiclier and
Marilyn Robinson and The New York Times
contributed to this report. R

. . Y
JL72.

iy
i
Y S



FD-350 {Rev. 5-8-81)

—p

{(Mount C!uppmg in Space BeIOW]

Zolumbine’s principal

balances anguish, hope ™ -

By Sara Rimer
The New Yark Times

Four days before the shootings, the principal
of Columbine High School, Frank DeAngelis,
told his students at an emational pep rally that
he did not want to bury another young person.
With the prom set for the next night, April 17, he
implored them not ta drink, or drink and drive,
or put themselves at risk in any way.

“I do not want to attend another memorial
service,” he had said, recalling students who had
died in car accidents, including a baseball play-
er be had coached and two giclfriends of his
teenage daughter. [ do not want te puat up an-
nther memorial plague.”

BeAngelis said he told them, 1 want Lo see all
your smiling faces here on Monday morning.”

And last Monday morning, after a weekend in
which not so much as a fender bender was re-

_ ported, the principal said, “One of the students
came up 16 me and said, ‘1 think all our smiling
f~ces are here’

1 the days since the shootings, DeAngelis, 44,

> been meeiing with facelty and students,
paying his respects to the viclims' families and,
in his few private moments, anguishing over the
students and slain teacher Dave Sanders.

Like evervone else. DeAngelic hus ne avnlona.

)
1 8
.
‘:
[}

Principal Frank DeAngelis hugs 1997 graduates Lisa Woiff, feft, and Effen Wamster afler Sunday's service.

tion for the actions of the two suspects.

DeAngelis faced his faculty the morning after
the shooting. He apologized for their tranma and
they cried together, he said.

Fram that meeting, an assistant principa!
drove DeAngelis to a nearby church to address
the communily, parents and students.

“1 wasn't sure what to expect,” he said. “I was
concerned that 1 had let them down. Here { am
the leader of this high scheol, with over 1,900
kids, this fantastic community, a leader in our
school district, and I just felt that | had let ev-
eryone down, and I wasn'l sure if | was going to
be accepted. | was worried thal | had disap-
pointed people.”

He said he was encouraged when two seniors
ran up and hugged him. When he got to the podi-
um and was announced, “lthey gave me a stand-
ing ovation” DeAngelis said. "l just broke
down.” He was so overwhelmed he turned his
back te the crowd.

In the interview, he sounded exhausted and
grief-stricken, but determinediy hopeful.

“There are times I've said, why were the 15
killed? Why? Life is so unfair. But I've also felt
that tough times make us tougher people, tough
times challenge us, tough times feach us how Lo

ol ibdane Samgehow I'm getting it done.”
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Failure to attach may explain killers’ cruelty

By Mike McPhee

Denver Post Stalf Writsr

Surgeons and soldiers take some time to
adapt to the sight of blood ang body parts.
Yet Eric Harris and Dyian Klebold seemed
to delight in the carnage they caused,
laughing with glee as they maimed and
killed their classmates, survivors and
other witnesses said.

Mental health professionals say it's
mpossible to understand the two
teenagers without knowing their
backgrounds.

But through their training and work, the
professionals can spot red flags, indicators
of potential problems, and give some
understanding as to how people can kil so
cold-bloodedly.

“[t’s not & human experience to really
have po feelings for another humar like
that,” said Paula Tickle, director of the

- Attachment Center of Evergreen Inc., a
i nationally recognized organization that
studies and treats children who lack
normal emolional connections with iheir
parents and friends.

“Ifind it difficult 1o believe that they
could have a loving relationship in their
families and not feel pain for doing this.
Children with attachment disorder can
hurt others withou! remorse, without being
conscious of what they are doing. They

don't have the basic connections that most
of us feel.”

Through her 26 years as a mental-health
worker, the last 10 of which have focused
on atltachment disorders, Tickle said she
helieves there has been a general
breakdown of morals in saciety.

“People are so busy they don'i have time
te connect with families. We don’t pay
enough atiention 1o our kids and what
they’re involved in. And children today
play more isolated activities, like
Nintendo, rather than group games, like
hide-and-seek, tag or softbail like we used

o

lo play. We're raising kids that don't care
about anybody ™

Dr. Jahn Alsten, a ehild psychiatrist for
28 years who focuses on treating
disruptive behavioral disorders commonly
associated with early abuse or neglect,
believes it’s possible to enter into a trance,
or a form of hyprosis, Lo commit such
atrocities without remorse.

"There can be an emotional
disassociation, where you are emotionally
remaved from your actions. To some
degree, that’s true with athietes like
Michae! Jordan, or some golfers who can

go into a zone,” said Alsion, who has a
book coming out on the subject this fall.

He also said people with anti-social
tendencies frequently have a distorted
perception Lhat they are being victimized
or antagonized, a paranoid stance.

Society also underestimates how mental
illnesses can contribute to acts Jike the
Columbine shootings, Alston said.

*The media does suck a good job of
glamorizing violence through movies and
music,” he said.

“The peopte who suffer from mentai
illness bay Into this stuff, like Marilyn
Manson and German techno-rock. Healthy
peaple know this is a fantasy, they don't
personalize the messages.”
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Hillers may haye
had school keys

By Je#t Kass 2//34“

Newos Sf:gg?: Writer

JEFFERSON COUNTY
efferson County Schooj Dis-
trict officials are looking inte
whether the twg Columbine

High Schoot shooters hag keys

to the schaal, the lead invegti.

gator sard Sunday,

Jefferson Caunty Sheriff’y

Deputy John Kiekbusch saig

ofticials haye received reporty

that Eric Hartis, 17, ang Dylan

Klebold, 1B, had kevs thyt

helped them prepare for Tuey-
day’s shootin g.

Kickbusch sajg schaol off.
cials are taking the jead on the
investigation because poljce
are giving top priority 16 find.
ing accomplices,

There have been tips thay
the two had kevs to the
schoals, but Kiekbusch dig ot
have details,

He added thar the two may
ot have needed keys to carry
out their attack. They could
frave planted bombs, for exam-

ple, when the school wag open

Or an after-prom party lasi
weekend,
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(The Klebolds) accept the fact
that thetr son did this and they
know they are gomg to have to
face the world. They think the

world hates them.’
Judy Brown, family friend

Klebolds never
knew, friend says

By Lynn Bartels
News Siett Wriler

No one from Columbine High School ever
told the Kleboids their son had a problem.

No one mentioned the dark poems, the
outcast behavior, the violent video their son
apparently made, showing him and his best
friend shoating up the school.

By the time Sue and Tom Klcbold knew
their son was troubled, the whole world
knew, too.

Investigators now say the disbolical plan
hatched by Dylan Kiebold and Eric Harris
had been in the works for a year.

But the Klebolds have told then friends,
mchluding Judy Brown, that they didn’t have a
clue.

“I have been with the Klebolds, and I wiil
tell you they are devastated,” Judy Brown
said Sunday.

*“They accept the fact that their son did
this and they know they are going to have o
face the world.

“They think the world hates them.”

A vear ago, Brown gave a Jefferson Coun-
Ly sheriff's detective pages filled with vielent
rantings from Harris” Web site. Hartis wrote
that he and “Vodka™ were setting off pipe
bombs.

4 .said_Dylac
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Brown said she told the detcctive that
“Vodka" was Dylan, but the detective never
followed up.

She didn't tell Sue Klebold because she
wanted authorities to handle the situation,

Sue Klebald has since told Brown that no
one from the sheriff's office ever called.

Brown has known the family for vears.

Her sons were friends with Dvlan, 17, and  »

his older brother Bryan 19,

Dylan Kicbold was a quiet child who rarely
raised his voice, Brown said.

“He was the easy child,” she said.

Sue Kilebold told Brown that she was
shocked at news reports saying some leach-
ers had complained ahout Harris and her son
to the administration,

“She said, ‘Why didn’t they call me? In
grade school, they call you. They let vou
know when they see these weird poems.”
She said the teachers never informed her of
this behavior.”” Brown said. .

Brown said her friend is stung that the
world perceives her as a rich, Jewish woman
who failed as a parent.

“She is not at all like that. She doesn’t
even wear makeup,” Brown said. “This is a
woman that 1s totally unaware of the other
side of her son. This is not the son she
knew.”

Dylan Klebold gave no indication he wag
on a suicide mission, Brown said. He had vis-
ited a college in Arizona he planned to attend
i the fall to study computer scicnce. He
couldn’t wail.

His mother had gone to Columbine with
other parents March 30 to get mformation
for graduation night.

Sue Klebold and Brown spent that mght
cayghing up and talkip%gbp;g Dylan. e

e palling sk |
together,” Brown said. “Everything was
going preat for Dylan.”

/ ,”(.‘-1‘/—:!’; ‘/JSA('J/‘ ;j- ,/(//:,/\




' Darkness
coexist on Internet

hat makes the Inter-
net both fascinating
and frightening is that
_ the nihilism and Nazi
imagery on
www violentdeath.com is just a
click away from the “Green Eggs
and Ham" at www seussville.com.

In the ever-changing
cyberworld, there is perhaps only
one lasting truth: There is good,
there is bad. A recipe for a pipe
bomb could be as easy to find as
one for chocolate-chip cookies.

Aficionados of cybercuiture
herald the Internet as a place for
the disconnected to connect, for
strangers (v become part of a
community that shares thoughts,
interests, emotions.

At least one of the teens who
began a deadly rampage on
Columbine High School
apparently dabbled in the darker
side of computers, with a Web
page showing disturbing song
lyrics and bomb-making
instructions as well as a penchant
for the violent video game, Doom.

As a mournful world tries to
make sense of a senseless act, we
ask, again and again, what
contributed to such a horror?

Was the world a safer place
before vioient
imagery and
information on
explosives
were widely
avatlable
enline? Did the
kids-turned-
killers at
Columbine
find in the
dark crevices
Leyla of the Internet
Kokmen the
esessssmsmmss  malevolence
that fed their rage and violence?

In their case, we'll never really
know.

There are horribie things on the
Internet. Hateful words, victent
games, images so awful you wish
you could unsee them.

And all that is so easy for young
eyes to glimpse.

With its direct, unedited
content, the Infernet is a limitless
haven of free expression.

2

- Pata,

Bul that also means it’s a place
people go to find the “next level of
deviancy” — ideas and images loo
shocking even for Hollywood
meovies or cable TV, said Steve
Watlers, Internet research

Please see KOKMEN on 6E
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Internet good, bad
as people who join
online discussions

KOKMEN from Page 1E

analyst with Focus on the Family.

Inside the cocoon of cyberspace,
troubled teens seeking affirmation
rnay easily identify with dark,
destructive ideas, compounding
thejr sense of alienation from
society.

“The Internet definitely does
bring out some kind of community
deviancy,” Watters said. *It really
makes things that aren't normal
seem normal.

“Parents who think their kids
are safe and quiet because they're
upstairs on the computer may not
know that ikey're finding the
{riends and attention that they're
not giving them from a very
dangerous circle of friends,” he
added.

But defenders of the Internet
caulien that it, born of humankind,
is simply a mircor held up to the
tangible world.

*Y would not be willing to say
ihat the Internet brought out the
darker themes in the culture thal
wete not already there, that would
not be expressed other ways if
there were not a World Wide Web,”
said Mike Gedwin, a lawyer with
the Eiectronic Frontier
Foeundation, which promotes free
expression on the Internet.

Qthers stressed that the Internel
is neither the cause of sociely’s ills
noc the culprit at Columbine.

*This is about deeply upset

young people wha, in their day-in
and day-out interaction with
people, gave signals of being upset

_ and people either ireated it®s

normal or chose to ignore it,” said
Jim Dempsey, senior staff counsel
for Lhe Center for Democracy and
Technology. “Don't blame the
Internet.”

In fact, Dempsey said, because
there are so many voices online;
troubled kids might actually find
heip online in ways Lhey couldn’t
without the Internetl.

“You may find people sleeped in
your sense of alienation, or people
who say, ‘Yeah, I hear what you're
saying, bul here's anether
perspective,’ ” he said.

But in the tragedy at Columbine,
apparently that didn't happen.

As we remind ourselves how to
go on in the wake of a tragedy so
awful it seems unreal, perhaps we
should remind curselves too, that
the Internet is a tool only as good
or bad as those who use if.

Yet if we pay more attention to
what we're Jooking at enline — and
what our children are looking at —
maybe Dr. Seuss can still triumph
over violent death.

Leyla Kokmen writes about
technoiogy for The Denver Post.
Her column appears on the End
User pages on Mondays. Reach her
af 303-820-1671 or
{kokmen@denverpost.com.

’?4ribfhu?7¢‘ﬁ?

B/ ooJd

v 350
/677




FO-35 v H-B8-B1)

(Maount Cjippmg in Space Below}

Atrail of
irustration

Harnis' neighbors repeatedly
alerted shenff’s office to his
menacing behavior, to no avail

By Lynas Bartels

Newrs Statf Writer '

Randy and Judvy Brown can’t count the
times they called the Jefferson County sheriff
about Eric Harmis. But they know how many
umes detectives called back:

Zero.

The Browns, who live several blacks from
the Harns residence, told detectives that they
believed he and his friend, Dyvlan Klebold,
were exploding homemade pipe bombs. They
also reported that Harris had threatened may-
hem on Internel postings, after which he was
seen buving a gun publication.

Nobody followed up, they said.

That was a year ago.

“They knew about it ahead of time and
they're on TV bluming the parents and every-
hody else when they're the ones who dropped
the ball,” Randy Frown said.

The Browns talked publicly Sunday for the
first time about their two-year urdeal with
Harris, a young man they alternately de-
scribed as an “evil gentus” and “the Eddie
Haskell of Columbine.”

Randy Brown, 46, is a real-estate agent.
Judy Brown, 49, is a homemaker. Their sons,
Brooks, 17, and Aaron, 15, attend Colurnbine.

The Browns told the Denver Rocky Mous-
tain News and Channel 4 that people need to
know of their frantic cfforts to get Jefferson

. County to do something about Harris.

The sheriff's office has acknowledged that
it recetvedd a complaint. but District Attorney
Brave Thomas said last week it was never for-
warded to bis office,
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Sheriff John Stone on
Saturday said investi-
gators found the sawed-
off barrel of a shotgun on a
dresser in one gunman's
bedroom. They alse dis-
covered pipe bombhs and
bomb-making matenials in
the room.

“A lot of this stuff was
lying out, very visible, in
the house,” Stone said. ““The parents should
have been aware of it.”

Stone wouldn't identify the parents. but the
Klebolds have told the Browns it wasn’t their
house.

Brooks Brown said Harris had always tried
to hide his criminal activity from his parents.
He speculated Harrs left the evidence on his
dresser Tuesday because he knew he was
never coming back.

“His parents, they were good with him,” he
satd. “They would have noticed that. Eric is
an evil genius, | guess, really conniving but
brilliant.”

The Browns had earlier complained to Har-
ris' parents, Wayne and Kathy Harris, about
their son.

“His dad did talk to him. It's not Iike his dad
just glossed it over. His mother was listening,
crying,” Judy Brown said. T think that's
important to know, They wanted to make i
right.”

The Browus said their problems with Har-
1is began in 1997, One night, someone toilet-
papered a house in their neighborheod, set a
bush on fire and Superglued door handles.

Harris blamed Brooks Brown. Judy Brown
knew her son was home that hight because he
had been grounded, .

The Browns told the homeowner and 3
shenff’s deputy that they suspocted Harrs.

)
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Judy Brown said deputies
told her they had warned
the Harrises that their
son needed to be
watched.

“This made Eric very
upset,” Judy Brown said.

One day at school —
Judy Brown is nol certain

of the date -— Harris
began talking about
vandalizing Brooks

Brown's car. The same day, Harris threw a
chunk of ice at the car, chipping the wind-
shield.

Judy Brown said a student who witnessed
the incident saw Harris sel his backpack
down. The witness brought it to hexr. She said
she drove down the hlock and confronted
Enic, telling him she had his backpack and was
going to see his mother.

"He was furious. He grabbed onto the wn-
dow. He turned bright red. He was crazy,”
Judy Brown said,

She now wonders what was in the bag.

Judy Brown said Kathy Harris cried when
she told her what had happened. Later that
day, Brooks Brown told Kathy Harris that her
son had been slipping out of the house at night
and setling off firecrackers in the ncighbor-
hood.

That night, Wayne Harris called.

“He said his son was afrmd of me and that's
why he was hanging on the door handle.” Judy
Brown said. “I said, ‘Your son's not afraid.
Your son is terrifving. Your son is violent.' ™

Eric Harris came over to apologize, but
Judy Brown thought it was an act.

“I told my husband later that this is the

'5' - Eddie Haskell of Columbine,” she said, refer-
St

i 202 the dasrly character on Leave 7/ fo
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TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

15 McCrmmoniMews Staq Protagraphe -

Randy and Judy Brown, left to right, and their son, Brooks. talk about details they gave to police a year ago about Eric Harris,
one of the gunman in the Columbine Hign School shootings. Brooks Brown said Harris had threatened him.
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‘Evil genius’ and
ERBWNS from SA

Beaver,

“"He went through this whole spiel,
how it was all in tun. [ said, "Ernic Har-
s, you can pull the wool over vour
dad's cyes, but you're not going to
pull the wool over my cyes.” ™

She said she told Harris if she
ever saw tum near her house again
she would call police.

“F satd, 'Stay away from mv kids,”
" Brown said. 1 just bad a fecling
about him at this pont. The way he
was yelling.”

Shortly afterward, Brown sad,
they got a4 copy of an c-mail rom
Harris that detailed how he had
managed to pull a fast ene on his
tather. |

The Browns tricd to move on.!
But then a student at Columbme
tald Brooks - Brown wbout Harris'
Web pagre. Brown wouldn't tell his
miether who had tipped lim off.

“He sad, Teant tell vou whu it is,
Mo, because he's afratd that Eric
Harris will harm him,” Judy Brown
said,

The Browns didnt learn until

' after the shooting tht name of the
i tipster: Dylan Klebold,

“In retrospect, this might have
been a cry for help.” Randy Brown
said.

What the Browns read on the Web
page terrified them.

Fam the leae, 1f yout don 't ke i, vou
dic. If [ don't like you or [ don't like
wial vou want me to do, vou die. God
Tean'twaif til 1 cun kill vou people.

Twelve pages from 2 lumatic,
including a threat against their son.

Harris had created a level of
Doom, a computer game, based in
the Browns’ ncighborhood. The tar-
et was the Browns' house.

The Jefferson County Sherniff's
Department sent a deputy atler the
Browns ealled, but he told them he
didn’t know enough about the Inter-
net. He referred them to a detective,

_Monday, Aori 26, 1999

‘Eddie Haskell

The Browns said they down-
loaded the information, including
the origmal copy of the e-mail mes-
sage in which Harris boasts of trick-
ng his father. They took it to sher-
iff’s headquarters m Golden and met
with a detective and an officer in the
bomb squad. -

Then they weat home and started
sleeping with a basebal! bat by their
side.

The Browns said when they
cailed o ask about the investigation
they were told there was no record
of the complaint. I apparently had
been lost.

They went to the shentf's office
again, on March 31, 1998, This time
they had six additional pages show-
g \hat Harris was making and
exploding prpe bombs with “Vodka,”
which they Lknew was Kichold's
nickname. They met with a delec-
e,

“He was telling us this was the
worst case he bas scen on a com-
nuter;” Judv Brown said.

But the detective cantioned-that
he wasn't certain if the postings
were protected by the First Amend-
ment or if the teen-ager had broken
laws. And because Harris was only
16 years old at the time, the detec-
tive said he couldn’t discuss much
about the boy.

“He said. “Lct me go see if there's

a fite on this kil " judy Brown
recalled. The detective returned
with a printout and s3id someone
named Enc Harris had been arrest-
ed for breaking into a car; Harris and
Kichold had beemn arrested two
months earliers in the break-in and
had just gone to court.

The Browns assumed that the
personnef handling the break-in
would receive copies of thetr com-
plaint.

That nevee happened.

Harris and Klehold were prose-
cuted for the break-in, hut the offi-
ciats handling that case sav they
konew nothing of the Internct post-
mgs.
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The next day, Judy Brown said
she was in a supermarket when she
saw Harris in line. He was buying
Refle magazine. She rushed home
and left & frantic phoge message for
the detective. -

“1 satd, “This guy 1s active. Will
you call and let me know if you're
looking into this®*

She said she repeatedly called the
detective. Her husbang also called.
They said they never heard back,
although they said the dispatcher
always sent deputies when they
asked for additional patrols in the
neighborhood because they were

_ afraid of Harris.

The Browns said they felt power-
less. They didn't know where else
o turn., Their one comfort, Judy
Brown said, was that Harris was
best fnends with Klebold. She satd
she didn’t think Klebold was capable
of violence.

(ine night this year at the dinner
table, Brooks Brown made a star-
tling announcement. He said he and
Harris had two classes together and
had “buried the hatchet.”

“Ile said, ‘He's changed,” ™ Judy
Brown sard. 'l said, ‘Stay away from
him. s atnick. ™ .
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In recent years, the Air Force nas
awarded several multimilion ~dol-
lar contracts o Flight Safety Ser-
vices for {raining systems on the C-
141, KC-135, and C-5 aircraft.

When the family moved to Col-
orado, they lived next door to
Linda Pollock and her family.

Wavne and Kathy were “very
nice people. If 1 could talk to them
T would say ‘please don’t think
you'rc had parents.” "

Four years ago, Pollock’s
daughter, Sarah. would walk with
Eric to ken Caryl Middle School.
Eric was new o ske area and
Harah wanted to help him make
new friends.

Sarah told her mother that Eric
was “preppy and 4 dork.” but was
otherwise a nee hoy,

Poliock said she s alarmed w
much of the angry talk aimed at
the parents of Ere Harnis and
Iyiar Kelbold.

“1 don't blame the parcnts.”
she said. "I they (chiidren) don’t
want vou o find or sce some-
thing, vou e not going o find or
secit.”

Having mised five Leen-agers,
Potlock  said, “you cannot aiways
choose what vour kid 1s going tobe.”
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Yeatbooks in limbo

Tha Columbine yearbooks re-
cently were printed in northemn
Utah and were scheduled tobe
deliverad this week. But inthe
wake of last week's shootings,
Columbine officials are trying 10
decide what they will do with the
boaks. Indiana-based Herft
Jones Yearbooks is keeping the
books at their Logan, Utah, plant.
“The school does not know
right now what they want o do, '
said Mark Doss'ey .luema.:]c;r;eesr
ional sales manager.
Wmﬁom be changed, it's
printed,” he said. “It's my ungar-
standing we're going to continua
to hold it urtil the:d glv: ;‘stg
i here and W
green light w hens®
what may happen, and this is
v:)urely s‘{)ecuiation. that they
would want some sort of addi-
tional supplement or pullout . . .

this topic,” Dossey
to deal with this topic <aid.
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Attack spurs lockdown

Sheridan Middle School was
locked down Monday after a 12-
year-0id student said she was
grabbed by a masked man who
“hurled a threat at the schoal
shortly after 16 a.m.
The girl, who was outside the
schoo! between classes, report-
ed that a tall, thin man wearing a
ski mask and black clothing grab-
- bed her and made a threat
against the school. The attacker
then released the girl and fied on
toot from the school grounds,
Sheridan Police Chief Ray Sam-
ple said.
The girl was unhurt but was
“'shook up and upset” by the inci-
dent, Sample said.
Al this time we don't know it
the threat was reiated to the Col-
umbine High Schoot tragedy,”
Sample said. "We do not know
whether or not the suspect is a
student.”” Sample said he called
in Englewocd Palice to seal off
the area and the Arapahoe Coun-
ty Sheriff Department's K-9 unit
to help locate the suspect,
Samgple also calted in off-duty
officers to beef up school securi-
ty. “We are taking this incident
very seriously,” Sample said. He
declined to reveal the wording of
the threat, which ha calied “pretty
generic.”
— Ginny McKibben
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‘Coach’s valor

hailed at service =

2.500 pack pews —=

for man who lost
Iife saving others

By Virginia Culver and Sheba R, Wheeler

Denver Pogt sialt wniers

More than 2,500 students, teachers and
friends paid a tearful fareweil Monday to
William “Dave™ Sanders, the teacher and
coach hailed as 1 bero for his setfless cour-
age during last week's Lragedy at Colum-
bine ifigh School.

“Ile was our strength,” said fellow coach
foe Marshall. “He will never be taken

3m us.”

- Maourmers began streaming into Trinity
Christian Center, 6500 W
Ceal Mine Ave.. g full 80
minutes before the [
a.m. service started. In
the end, it took the sanc-
tuary and two overflow
rooms to hold everyone
who attended.

As gunfire echoed
through the school cafe-
teria during last Tues-
day’s altack, Sanders
shouted out to students

and herded them to satety.

“He was running around, and [ remem-
ber seeing him jumping over the chairs
and yelling, "Everybody get down!" ** siu-
dent Lindsay Dewling told the crowd. “1
truly betieve he saved my life and many
ather people’s ™

Sanders was shot twice in the chest and
staggered inlo 4 science classroom, where
students tore off their T-shirts and pressed
them to his wounds.

Students pulled out Sanders’ wallet and
held it open so he could look at pictures of
his family. The dying words of the father
of three daughters were: “Tell my girls |
tove them ™

“I'have trouble understanding how this
comid be a part of God's plan,” said Rick
Bath, a teacher and coach at the church,

‘1d”knew thai Dave would save the chil-

A

~—Principal Frank DeAngelis said he and
Sanders, 47, discussed recently how much
lime they spent away from their families
tending to kids at Columbine.

Sanders

o L

“He wanbed to spend more time with his
own childséh and grandchildren,” DeAnge-
lis saild. 7 _

“He was [ike a father to me,” said ngdy
Patmer, who had Sanders for a coach in
the 1980s and now teaches at Columbine
herself. ‘

‘When the poignant guitar st'rands of Eric
Clapton’s “Tears in Heaven” filled the qui-.
etness af the church, tears fiowed freely
from those in the pews, which included
family members, Colurabine staff. para-
medics, firefighters and Columbine alum-
ni, More than 15 police officers sloically
lined the church on one side. )

Many in the crowd wore ribbons ol white
and biue, the school colors. )
“T'll never be at a basketball game with-

out the ribban,” said Chris Macauley, an-
other coach. Sanders coached the girls’
basketball team. ‘

Becke Mande!, 2 business teacher, spoke
to Sanders during the service: “You will be
holding our hands when we walk back into
that building.”

Sanders’ three daughters spoke, as did
two of his four grandehildren. Said one
grandson, Austin, son of Angela Sanders,
“My granddad made good bedtime
snacks.”

As family members and friends ap-
proached the open coftin, a small group ol
young peaple gripped each other’s hands.
They forméd a buman chain, each link sop-
potting the other, as they gave Sanders’
their final goodbye.
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His burial was private, in nearby Chapel :
Hill Cemetery. s

Some weren't able to attend, including *
Evan and Erica McClaugherty. Their -
mother, Renee, who came to pay herre- -
spects, said that Sanders saved Evan’s life ©
by yelling at him to hide.

“My kids jus! couldn't handle coming to-.
day,” said McClaugherty.

A mother who attended Sanders’ funeral
with her young son planned to attend an-
other funeral later Monday afternoon for a

slain student. ;

“I can’t imagine ever in my life attend-
ing two funerals in the same day,” she -
said. -

— The Associated Press coniributed to ~
this report. N

FBI/DOJ

e 4 ~363
16873



{Moun! Clpping in Space Below)

{indicate page  name of
newspaper, city and state.}
'

'

.

fxpert differs with kids
over video game effects

By Grag Gifttrich-
Los Angefes Daily News

Squeezing the trigger of a sawed-
off shotgun, 17-vear-old Marvin
Wilson rocked his body toward the
screen of an arcade game in the
Aurora Mall and then quickly jerk-
ed the pump-action plastic weapon
to his side before firing again.

“I'd rather come here and shoot
at their ass than shoot up real peo-
ple,” Wilson said, as two of his
friends took turns firing from the
game’s second firearm.

The many bodies that fell at Col-
umbine High School on April 20 are
unavoidably real. The bodies that
splash efectronic bloed ontoe the
screens of arcade games like Carn-
Evil and Revolution-X and the

- wildlv popular home computer
games Doom and Quake are purely
entertainment, Wilson said.

“1I you're a viclenl person,

Ar're going to be a violent person
regardless,” he said. “A normal
person knows this is just a game,”

Lt. Col. David Grossman isn't so
sure. -

Author of ‘On Killing’

A former West Point psychology
professor und authbor of “On Kill-
ing,” Grossman leads a growing
aumber of military experts and
child psychologists who believe vi-
olent video games teach kids to kill
without a conscience.

“These are not games of fun.
These are mass-murder simula-
tors,” he said. “Nine-year-olds are
practicing killing people in their
homes and at a local arcade for
hours and hours every day.

“Everyone knows compuier
flighl simulators can teach you
how to fly. These mass-murder
simulators teach you how to kill. So
when a few kids go out and execute
what they've been practicing, we
should not be surprised.”

Columbine High School gunmen
Eric Harris and Dyian Klebatd
were said to be avid players of
Doorm, in which gun-toting players
wind through a maze of corridors
shooting two-legged creatures
fromn Mars and undead marines.

Kill Em AALLLIY
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A user profile attributed to Har-
ris on American Online lists his
hobbies as: “Professional doom and
doom?2 creator.” The profile aiso
includes the personal gquotation:
“Quit whining, it’s just a flesh
wound — Kill Em AALLLY”

Grossman said games such as
Doom contain the same psychologi-
cal conditioning technigues used by
the Army to eliminate a soldier’s
resistance 1o killing. The games al-
5o drastically improve the motor
skills required to fire a weapon ac-
curately, he said.

“In healthy play, as soon as
someone gets hurt, the play stops.
You upderstand¢ people get hurt
and you limit your actions,” Gross-
man said. “This is piay turped on

its head. It denies the humanity of
a human being and gives you the
moter skills to kill. You're being

rewarded to kill, and you're learn-

ing to like it.”

More than 15 million copies of
Daom have been downloaded, pur-
chased and passed from player {o
player on disk since ils release in
1993. The three-dimensional, first-
person perspective game can be
piayed alone or by multiple play-
ers over a network or the Internet.

The Columbine shootings aren’t
the firsl o focus altention against
id Software, the Mesquite, Texas,
company that makes Doom. The
company recently became one of
18 video-game makers targeted in
a $130 million lawsuit filed by par-
ents whose children were murder-
ed at a Paducah, Ky., high school.

Also naming distributors of the
movie “The Basketball Diaries”
the lawsuit contends that the vio-

lent video games and a graphic
scene from the movie contributed
to the school shootings.

Like Harris and Klebold, Ken-
tucky killer Michael Adam Carneal
regularly played Doom and with-
drew from a conventional leenage
life for a violent cyberworld.

Carneal, a 14-year-old freshman,
fired eight times. He hit eight kids.
Five of the shots were were to the
head and the other three were to
the upper torso, Grossman said.
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“He had pever fireg a pistol be-
fore in his life, but be knew exactly
what to do. He was a master video
game piayer. He stood in the cor-
ner, planted his feet and opened
fire. He puts a bullet into every-
thing that pops up in his screen.”

The FBI says a federal agent
typically hits with less than one
hullet in five, Grossman said.

Depver Post staff writer Jason
Blevins contributed to this report.

Gunmen Eric Harris and Dylan Kiebold were known te be habitual players
of Doom and other violen) computer games.

The game: Doom is a three-dimensional, first-person parspective, action
computer game. It can be played by a single parson or by multiple players
aver a network or the Iniemel. There are several versions available,
including Doom, Doom |, Ulimate Doom and Final Doom. Shareware
versions are available free frotn numerous Internedt sites. An estimated 15
million copies of Doom have been downloaded worldwide.

Manufacturer: i Software of Mesguite, Texas. Other id Software games
include Quake, Hexen and Herstic,

Add-ons: The game can be modified to change the enviropment,”
weapons, characters and levels through add-ons. Most of these add-ons
were written by programmers not working for id Software. The number of
add-ons available number in the thousands.

Story line: You are a space marine, sent to Phobos, one of Mars' moons,
after it has been altacked by unknown beings. When you get there, the rest
of your squad is killed and you are alone, ammed only with a pistol. Your
mission is to make your way through the facilities and navigate off of the
mioon. On the way you pick up better weapons to kill mutant demons and
undead marines.

Sample screen:

Demons
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‘Doom’ a grim training ground
for vengeful high school killer

By Deborah Franer
News ‘sfuff W, riter

The mmage on the computer
screen s a bleak landscape viewed
over the muzzle of a shotgun.

t's from the game Doom.

And the image appeared several
times in the computer files kept
under the name Lric Harms of Lit-
tieton unti investigators emptied
the file Wednesday. Buddies have
sald Harris was obsessed with the
gaine,

Doom, developed 1n 14993,
guides the player through a series
of battles against increasingly
powerful demons, The reward for
survival is jarger weapons and
even worse demons.

The player has no allies or bud-
dics m the moonscape setting. At
the end, the player is returned lo
Earth, where the same demons
have taken over.

“Other computer games have
happy endings,” savd Dr. Jenmifer
Hagman, medica] director of in-
patient psychiatry at Children's
Hospital. “The character who did

the violence goes vn 1o do some-
thing good.

“lo Doom. the reward is greater
violentce,” Hagman said.

"And the adolescent is literally
behind the gun. it is not a hig
stretch to getting a gun and get-
ting behindat.”

There are an estimated 15 mil-
lion copies of Lhe 3-D game, covet-
ed for gruesome images of shat-
tered bodies. bleeding clumps of
flying flesh and disembowelments.

In his online profile, the person
who claimed to he Eric Harris and
who used the e-mail address REB-
DOOMER@aol.com, the hobbics
listed were Doom and Do, the
scquel.

Hagman said research has con-
firmed that viewing such materi-
als changes behavior for the -
worse,

“They become immune 10 the
horrar of wviolence,” she said.

“Theyre more likely to see vio-
lence as a way to deal with prob-
lems, and they're much more like-
Iy to imitate the violence they

”
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Trench coats banned

N( ws Strfﬂ‘

jefﬁﬂ S0n Lounty i starting to
ban trench coats at some schools.

In letters that went home with
students at several schools Mon-
| day, principals said trench coats
provide the chance to conceal
weapons and are now linked with
events at Cclumbine High School. Y

The letters banned black trench
coats, like those worn by the two
Columbine gunmen, from scheol
buildings, grounds, transportation
and events.

The letters stated that trench
coats will be considered gang ap-
parel. Punishment for disobeying
the ban includes confiscation of the
coat, being sent home to change,
| suspension or expulsion.
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Ofticials say
eirlfriend
bought guns

By Mark Obmascik, Marilyn Robinson
and David Olinger

anver Post Stat! Wnters

Three guns used in the massacre at Col-
umbine High School were bought last year
by Dylan Klebold's girlfriend shortly after
her 18th birthday, investigators said Mon-
day. -

The woman was interviewed Monday by
authorities, but not named as a suspect.

Though potice declined to say where she
bought the firearms, the manager of the
Tanner Gun Show, a weapons market held
nine times a year at the Denver Merchan-
dise Mart, confirmed that the U.S. Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobaeco and Firearms on Mon-
day asked for a list of recent exhibitors.

The same gun show was the subject of
controversy in June when an exhibitor sold
an SKS semiautomatic rifle with a 20-
round clip to an undercover congressional
staffer for $200 cash. The staffer never
was asked for any identification for a
background check.

1o the case of the Columbine weapons,
prosecutors said three of the four guns —
the woman bought two shotguns and a rifle
— fired in the deadliest schoal shooting in
U.S. history may have heen purchased le-
gally.

“We think three of them were provided
by the girlfriend of Klebold,” said Mark
Paulter, a Jefferson County chief deputy
district attorney. “She hought them be-
cause she was older. She was 18 at the
time. She bought them in November or De-
rember.

“We're not sure she committed a crime
.nder Colorado statute. If you provide &
handgun to a person under 18, that’s a vio-
lation of the statute. 1f you provide a shot-
gun or a rifle, that’s not a viclation "

District Attorney Dave Thomas said the
woman’s intent with the weapons was un-
clear. “I don’t know when it happened or
what igformation she had about the pur-
pose for the weapoas,” Thomas said.

The woman, a National Honer Society
member who turned 18 on Nov. 4, could
not be reached for comment. At her Jeffer-
son County home Monday, a man who

Please see GUNS on BAA
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riend bought

3 guns

GUNS from Page 1AA

drove into the driveway shouted to
reporters: “You're terrorizing the
mother.”

_defferson County sheritf's Sgt.
Jim Parr said the woman was in-
terviewed “as a witness and she is
not considered a suspecl.”

In another development Monday
night, a Colorado Springs gunshop
owner sait he has told authorities
that shooting suspect Erie Harris
and four other youths in trench
coats tried to purchase fully auto-
matic weapons from his store five
weeks ago.

Mel Hernstein, wne Co-owns
Dragon Arms with his wife, said in
a telephone interview that Harris
asked to purchase an M-60 ma-
chine gun and an MP-5 antomatic
rifle, valued at between $4,500 and
$6.000 each. He said he declined
the sale because Harris was too
young. Then a blond girl among the
group tried to make a buy, he said.

Bernstein said he escorted the
group from the store. “We get
these guys all the time; they look
like a bunch of punk rockers," he
said, adding that a videotape of the
incident has heen turned over to
federal authorities. They could not
be reached Monday night.

$News, which reported the Bern-
stein development Monday night,
said it suggested that federal
agents could be close to answering
the question of whether there was a
wider conspiracy in last week’s
shootings.
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Lhisclosures about the guns Mon-

day gave the first public hints af
the way police are broadening the
investigation into last week's ram-
page that killed 15, hospitalized 23
and shocked the nation. They also
focused atiention on the way pow-
erful firearms may be bought and
sold by {eenagers still atiending
high school,

President Clinten today will call
for tighter regulation of gun shows
while announcing an anti-crime
package today, congressional
sources said.

On their April 20 rampage at
Columbine High School, Klebold,
17, and Harris, 18, packed an arse-
nal of an Intratec TEC-DC9 semi-
automatic handgun, a Hi-Point
9mm semiautomalic carbine and
two sawed-off shotguns. It's illegal
for anyome to saw the barrel off
shotguns, the weapons that Klebold
and Harris apparently used to kill
themselves in the scheol library.

Investigators still dom’t know
kow the two killers obtained the
TEC-DCY, the DA said.

In addition, police disclosed
Monday that the two killers had
more bombs than previously re-
ported. Denver Police Detective
Alex Woods said, “Bomb squad
members handled 67 unexploded

devices at the seene and at Harris'
bpuse." Police earlier said the two
killers had at least 30 bombs,

But it was the trai] of firearms
Ithat made the most news from the
investigation Monday.

The Tanner Gun Show organizers
said the ﬁureau of Alcohal, Tobac-
co and Firearms requested a list of
everyone whe exhibited guns at the
Tanner show’s Nov. 21-22 and Dec.

12-13 sales.

Show organizers said they keep a
master list of evervone who exhib-
its guns at a table, be it a licensed
firearms dealer or a private, unli-
censed collector.

“The ATF has called me, and
they're looking into it,” said Carol
Blodgett, who coordinates the ex-
hibitors’ tabies for the Tanner gun
shows at the Merchandise Mart,

“They didn't mention any
names,” she said. “They just want-
ed to know if 1 had records aof who
comes (o the show™ to el guns.

Gun show awner Jimmie Tanner
saud: “That's what ]| understand,
they're zeroing in on Navember or
Decembgr." He said the ATF did
nat specify who it was logking for,
Pt made it clear this was connect-
ed with the Columbine High massa-
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cre. “TI'm sure they have somebody
in mind.” he said.

ATF spokesman Larry Retten-
dorf declined to comment.

Tanner said most gun sellers he
knows wouidn't sell firearms to an
18-year-old. “The normal person at
a gun show won't deal with juve-
niles of any kind,” he said.

He was upset 1o hear that Clinton
and others are propusing addition-
al gun controts. He also objected to
the idea of increased regulation of
gun shows, “First of all, it's uncon-
stitutional. Secondiy, it idenlifies a
class of people who have been per-
secuted for a number of years, and
it’s getting pretty severe.”

Asked if he has a problem with
overzealous regulation of guns, he
said, “I've had that problem for 70
vears.” Tanner is 72.

The Tanner show, which regular-
ly leases space at the Merchandise
Mart, canceled a show there last
weekend, just days after the Col-
umbine High massacre. Because
the Merchandise Mart is just out-
side Denver city limits, the gun
show doesn’t have to comply with
the city's stricter gon control laws,
which ban several assavlt weap-
ons, including the THC-DCY used at
Columbine High Schooi.

In Congress, Rep. Diana De-
Gette, D-Colorada, who supports
more government regulation of

»

firearrms, called it "an eerie coinci-
dence” that weapons from {he Col-
umbine High killings apparently
were obiained from the Tanner
Gun Show.

Last June, one of her staffers
purchased the SKS rifle from the
same show to demonstraie the ease
of oblaining an assaull weapan
with no record of Lhe purchase.

“They didn’L ask for ID. They
didn’t ask fer anylhing,” she said.
“They sold it for about $200 cash,
no questions asked. These gun
shows are a massive loophole to
the Brady bill."

In the wake of the Columbine
High tragedy, “I think there are
two things we need to do,” DeGette
said. “First, recognize that this is a
very deep societai problem, this
probfem of youth violence. The sec-
ond thing that we can do on a legis-
lative level is make it harder, and
in my opinion nearly impaossible,
for kids to get their hands on guns.”

The 18-year-old Columbine wom-
an questioned by police Monday
lives in the Stony Creek neighbor-
hood.

Alsa contributing to this report
were Denver Post staff writers
Heward Pankratz, Peter G. Chro-
nis, Peggy Lowe, Patricia Calla-
ban. Kevin Simpson and Sean
Kelly.
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‘Cassie died a martyr’s death®

By Janet Bingham
Derver Post Statt Wrier

Cassie Bernall, whose willing-
ness {o stand up for her faith made
her a martyr ai Columbine High
School, receivéd a tearful but joy-
ful farewell Monday.,

Her loved ones celebrated the
courage of Bernall, whe was asked
by one of the killers if she believed
in God. When she said yes, he pul-
Jed the trigger.

“Cassie died a martyr’s dealh.
She went to the martyr's Hall of
Fame," said the Rev. George Kir-
sten to the more than 2,000 people
who packed Wesl Bowles Commu-
nity Church for Bernalt's funeral.

Hundreds of people stood against
the walls and filled the overfiow
room of the church, which normal-
ty seats 1,400. Among them were
Bernall's teachers and many of the
fire department workers, police of-
ficers, and paramedics who had
been called to the school during the
crisis. Gov. Bill Owens also was in
the crowd.

At the front of the church, more
than 150 members of Bernail's
youth group honored her memory
by singing a song dedicated 1o her
by her favorite Christian rock
group. The Kry.

The Rev. Dave McPherson noted
that 47 youth group members were
trapped inside Columbine High
tturing the massacre, Four were in
the tibrary, where the most deaths
oceurred. Except for Bernall. all
cscaped u.rhurt

They speat many hours last
week with church staff preparing a

Here is Lhe text of a state-
ment released by Cassie Ber-
nall's father, Brad:

“We have not read any papers
nor watched much TV since we
learned our Cassie was a victim,
but | am told that she was the
young woman who boldly an-
swered 1o a gunman, “YES when
he asked if she believed in God,
prompting him to pull the trigger.

Cassie's response does not
surprise us. Her lite was rightly
centered around our Lord Jesus.
H was far her strong faith in God
and his promise ot eternal life that
she made her stand. It is clear to
me that this tragic incident has
been thrown back inio the tace of
Satan and his followers with an
wmpact that is much greater than
what was intended for us, God's
children,

Misty, Chris. |, all our family and
Cassie's youth group are proud of

‘Don't let my daughter’s death be for nothing’

her. We will painfully miss her ey-
ery day of our lives. She truly was
our ‘little buddy’ and a ternfic
friend to her brother Chris.

Tc all young people who hear
this, don't let my daughter's death
be for nothing. Make your stand, If
you're not in the Jocal church's
youth group, try it. They want you
and will help support you in doing
what is right. It's not easy, you will
reedt ane another.

To all the parents across our
nation | woutd say, ‘Do you know
what your kids are doing? Do you
aver verify?” You should. We are
the front line in all issues regard-
ing our children.

To everyone, we thank you for
your prayers, they are working.
Also, deep heartfelt gratitude to
our friends, 1amily, church and all
others who have given their time,
talent, love and resources 1o help
us through this awful time.”

video production henoring Bernall.
which flashed across a large
screen at the front of the church
during the service.

The sereen was filled with her
dazzling smile — the smilemany of
her friends say conld light up a
FOONT).

Culor photos showed her rock-
climbing, practicing with Iula
Hoops during a trip to New York
City, clowning wi.i her frierds,
walking arm and arm with them

down high-schoul haliways. She
was 1B and a senior and was to
have graduated in just a monih.

But in a larger spiritual sense,
“We are here today to celehrate
the graduation of Cassie — with
honors,” Kirsten said.

Just a week before she died. Ber-
nall had {estified to her faith, and
her testimony was captured on vid-
0. She had vowed, umnong other
things, to “be a goud example to
nonbelievers and also to Chris-

: ’:K:%/’..Z/./;{I, FAAN .

tians.”

The faces of
her friends
flashed across the
screen as they
B told how she had
K been just that.

“She’s a hera to
me because of
what she allowed
Christ to do
through her,”
said one friend.

‘She s laught me to put 2l my
trust in Him.”

Notes from her friends were
scattered among the flowers, writ-
ter: on posters taped to the church
walls, and scrawled on the side of
the casket.

“I remember hanging out for
fours at after-prom iwe and a half
days earlier. I know you'Ye in a
better place and I can’hwait to be
with you and aiso Lo be as lucky as
vou and meet the maker.” —
James.

“You are such an inspiration to
me. God loved you spoo much be
wanted you up there by his side.”
— Sarah.

“You ditkr’t turn vour back. You
stood strong. You answered Yes, [
believe in God." -~ Jenn.

And finally. a note on the casket
thal talked of memories of * bring-
ing bunny to your bed, singing my
Good Morning song lo you while
everyone else was still sleeping. 1
can't wail ggil we are reuniled in
heaven. I anif proud of the way you

made your stand.” — Daddy. 5’)

Bemnall

Lol
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_Tragedy cuts deep _ =

for local firefighters

By Andrew Guy Jr.
Denver Post Stalf Writer

Amid the chaos of the Columbine High
School emergency -— the frantic radio
traffic, the scurrying people, the roar of
sirens — personal tragedy cut deep last
Tuesday for members of the West Metro
Fire Rescue.

Six firefighters had kids inside the
scheol. Other employees lived in the
neighborhood.

For thern, things furned out fine. Their
Xids were soon accounied for. their pray-
ers were answered.

But for one member of the depart-
mend, things didn’t turn oui so well. Dis-
patcher Cindy Thirevin was off duty
when she heard about the shooting. She
called the department to report il know-
ing that her father — teacher and coach
Dave Sanders — was one of the victims.

Many of her colleagues attended Sand-
ers’ funeral Monday.

“It hit us bard,” said Rich Klein, 2
West Melre paramedic/firefighter.
“Spme of the guys in our department
went to Columbine and had him as a
coach. There’s a lot ol close ties to the
schoal.”

West Metro, headquartered in Lake-
wood, has 310 employees who provide
fire, medical and police services to por-
tions of Jefierson, Arapahoe and Adams
counties in a 100-square-mile radius
around Depver. Many of the agency's

seled the West Metro firefighters through
numerous traumatic experiences. This
has been the most difficult. As is usually
the case after a major incident, the fire-
fighters were debriefed and given a
chance to (reely express their emotions.

But something of this mnagnitude couid
take longer Lo recover from, Guidon said.

~It’s like taking a ltittle incident and
multiplying it several times. Some of

their comman questions during debrief-
ing (were) ‘Could we have done more? ”

Patrick Plamplin, chief of the Roxbo-
rough Fire Departmienl, often works with
West Metro on major incidents. Plamplin
was one of the first firefighters from out-
side West Metro to respond. He partici-
pated in the later debriefing and said it
was emotionai, with many peaple talking
ahout Sanders and their other ties to Coi-
umbine.

“You kind of get used to i, but you kin-
da don't,” Plamplin said of a firefighter's
job. “You go home [rom work and hug
your kids. Then you go back to work the
next day. You just kind of keep it inside.”

Plamplin said he finally got his release
watching the memorial service on televi-
sion Sunday.

“When they started playing the lzish
bagpipes, it brought tears to my eyes and
a lump to my theoal,” he said. “It kinda
fell good to finally release that, you

———know7”

emergency workers were among the [irst
at Columbine last Tuesday.

“Nol only were they serving Lheir com-
munity, they were serving their own
neighborhood,” said West Metro Chaplain
Bili Guidon. *'1t’s something they try and
prepare for, bul you really can’t prepare
for something like this.”

Guidon has been the chaplain al West
Metro for four vears, and said he's coun-

Klein agreed.

Kiein, who has three sons — 5-year-old
Lee, $-year-old Ryan and i2-year-old Ke-
vin — said the Columbine tragedy has
helped him focus as a parent.

1 guess while you're doing the job, you
pul on your game face, your battle face,”
be said. “Then you can come home and
decompress a bit. But with this thing, it's
been harder.” -
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X Susan Klebold sensed some-
! thing strange about her son a few
: hours before he blasted his fellow
i classmates to death.

“On the day of the shooting, the
mother felt there was sort of a fatal-
. istic or final tone in his saying
! guodbye and she didn't understand

what that meant,” said a family pas-

tor, the Rev. Don Marxhausen of St.

Philip Lutheran Church in Little-

ton. “But just saying geodbye. Kids

say goodbye differently. Suppose
he's got a big test coming up.”

Four days before the shooting,
Thomas Klebold got an odd feeling
about his son, too.

“The father thought the son
was stressed. He made a mental
note he ought to get back and

" maybe talk to him about that. ...
i He didn’t get back to that.”

= But other than those last-mi-
nute clues, the Klebolds had
virtually ne inkling that their son T

was so deeply troubled, said I n&”
Marxhausen, whe helped conduct T "ﬁj‘,‘z ke

a private funeral for the dead boy R [63‘ L ¢
Saturday. Fifteen people attended. T []}4 37 31.,”7

"As we entered the room, I real- N -4
ized there was just a lot of tension
and suggested that we just talk,”

Marxhausen told CNN's Larsy
King Live. ’

“So L mostly listened for about 45 : {

to 50 minutes to both tears, expres- ) b
sions of rememberances of joy of /
Dylan growing up, of talk about
another young man who wouldn’t fit
into this picture at al], of one who
did se much destruction.”
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A mourner smells a flower Monday, one of the
many left around the parked pickup truck of Col-
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The Denver Past ; Craig F. Walker

umhbine High School shooting victim Jahn Tomlin
near Clement Park.

Ofticer withdraws his criticism

By Marilyn Robinson
Denver Post Siatt Writer

WESTMINSTER -— A veteran
Westmiastetr police officer has
withdrawn his criticism of Jef-
ferson County sheriff’s officers
who responded to the April 20
massacre al Coiumbine High
School, Police Chief Dan Mont-
gomery said Monday.

Officer Randy Palrick told a
Denver Post reporter Friday
that he thought it was “pathetic”
to see SWAT officers stationed
outside the school with shields
and body armor while Eric Har-
ris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17,

finished their bloedy rampage.
“I'd have someone in there. We
are trained to do that,” Patrick
said.

But Monigomery said Patrick
changed his mind after an hour-
long meeting with the chief and
{wo supervisors Monday.

“Given some additional facts,
Randy’s feclings now are that
Jeffco's aclions were appropri-
ate under the circumstances,”
Monigomery said. “His percep-
lions are different today than
they were Friday.”

Montgomery said he asked
Patrick to eome in to discuss his
commenis. Patrick was off-duty

Monday and could not bhe
reached for comment.

“T have not instricted him not
to talk.,” Montgomery said.
“That’s his prerogative.”

Patrick, a field training offi-
cer, has been with the Westmin-
ster Police Department for 12
years.

He previously was with the
Greeley Police Department.

He made his remarks when he
came Lo Columbine with 13 roses
in memory of the 12 students and
one teacher killed there.

He said he was prepared for
any backlash his commenis
might evoke.
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Deputy recounts gunfight with killer

“This 1s the worst mghtmare
of my life,’ school officer says

By Gary Massarn

Neros Slaft’ Writer

Deputy Sheriff Neil Gardner ducked
two volleys of fire from Eric Harris in the
opening moments of the killings at
Columbine.

“This is the worst nightmare of my
life.”" Gardner told NBC’s Dateline Mon-
day.,

Gardner, Columbine’s in-school deputy
for two vears, said neither he nor Deputy
Paul Smokey, the first officer to respond to
Gardner’s call for help, retreated but held
their ground while Harris shot at them in
the Cotumbine parking lot,

Crardner said he was eating lunch in ks -

patrol car when a school janitor told him
that someone had a gun on campus about
11:20 a.m.

Facking a pistol, Gardner got out of his
car and confronted Harris, who opened fire
with an automatic or semiautomatic rifle.

*I was shooting as 1 exited the patrol
vehicle,” Gardner said. “F'm guessing he
fired about 10 volleys.”

The buliets “were close enough to
where you could hear the zinging sound,”
Gardner said.

He ducked behind the rear wheel well
of a nearby Blazer.

*] was so aumb, thinking this is way out
of my control,” he said. Bul he moved to
the Blazer's front wheel well,

“[ shot four or five times,” he said.
made a quick reaction to the right.”

"He

(zardner said he isn't sure i the moiet

yo-

RVATION ufr:-v RN

ment came trom a slug Harris might have
taken or if he was just responding to the
direction of Gardner’s shots.

Harris npped off another heavy volley.

*1 ducked down. The bullets came clos-
er.” Gardner said. “A couple hit the front
window. One hit the passenger rear-view
mirror. Glass fell on my shoulders. Some
bullets were coming up under the car.”

Gardner had radiced for help, and
Deputy Paul Smoker came soon affer.

“I shot three to five rounds,” Smoker
sand. “He disappeared.”

It was over in minutes. But Gardner
hits a lot of time wondering what if.

“With the exchange of fire, it did allow
some people flecing the scene to get out,"”
Gardner said. “If [ had dropped him, it
amight have saved one or two more lives,
Fhat [ never know.™
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Klebold’s date
bought 2 weapons

Springs gun shop owner
says teens in trench coats

/tried to buy machine gun

[)vlan Klebold's prom: date bought two of the
weapons used in last week's assault on
Columbine High School at a Denver-area gun

* show, authorities said Monday,

B —

m——-—

Authorities also are investigating a report
from the owner of a Colorado Springs gun shop
that five teen-agers tried to buy an M-60
machine gun and a silencer-equipped assault
pistol in early March. The five were captured on
a store surveillance videoptape that was turned
ver to police.

Mel Bernstein, owner of Dragon Arims, told
investigators one of the teens was Eric Harnis,
Klebold's partner in the deadliest school shoot-
mgn U.S history.

Bernstein said the group of teens 1 his store
mwluded four boys in trench coats and one girl.

“They were real mopey, like punk kids wath
the makeup on, hike punk rockers,” Bernstein
said. “To me, it was just another bunch of kids
who wished they could own evervthing they see
o the wall here. This is like Toys R Us to
them.”

Bernstein said “*Harnis was doing all the talk-

;g

Klebold and Harris wore black trench coats
when they launched their assault iast week.

Klebold's prom date, whom Jeffersan County
Shertff John Stone 1dentified as 18-year-old Ro-
byn K. Anderson. was questioned by investiga-
tors Monday and later released.

Investigators classified her as a witness, not a
suspect.

But Stone acknowledged it was pussible she
knew how Klebold and Harnis planned to use
the guns.

“She's not going o use these for pheasant
hunting,” Stone said.

Investigators continue to believe that Harms
and Klehold had help in carrving out the assault
that killed 12 students and one teacher and
wounded 21. The assault ended when Harris
and Klebold killed themselves.

It was shur thy after 11 a.m. Aprl 26 — a quict
Tuesday morning — that Hardds, 18, and Kle-
hudd, 17, unleashed an arsenal of bombs and
guns o their classmates and teachers at
Columbine. Besides their bombs and two
sawed-off shotguns, the teens also fired 2 9 mm
carbine assault nifle and a TEC-1CY semiauto-
malic piste).

i
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The TEC-1}(Y is a pistol capable of firing a n;
full clip of rounds in seconds. Clips can carry Jtice:
more than 30 rounds each and be rapidly
reloaded. ) N o
Also Monday, more r.lullmg details of writings
taken from the teen-agers’ homes emerged. A e
A Web site kept by Harns listed names of / "»‘/ HeghpoA sl
cople he did not like. .
° ﬂ\puthonnes said they belicve, however, that NTORATION G GHTAINED
none of his enermies was among the dead. ALL | s 2}4‘ guiAd)
A

“Il lnoked like a pretty vandom thing,” Stone
said of the shoofings.

The sheriff also discussed more passagesina
diary found in Harris’ home. In it, Harris called
himself “Rebel” and Klebold *“Vodka.”

The diary included a detailed timeline of the

killers' schedule for April 20. It started with

their waking upat 5 a.m.. Stone said, and includ-
ed things such as “go pick up the propane. so-
and-so picks up the gasoline.”

It also detailed Harnis' hope that he and Kle-
bold could kil at least 500 students, attack
homes in the neighborhood and hijack a plane
they would crash mto New York City.

Nearly a week after the assault, Denver was
a metro area on edge Monday.

Attendance at schools across the melro area
plummeted.

Police in Sheridan searched unsuccessfully
for & suspect who reportedly grabbed a 12-year-
old girl while she was walking between build-
ings. The girl was not hurt,

The man or boy in a black ski mask and black
clothing apparently shouted a threat at Sheridan
Middle School but did not mention Columbine.
Police stepped up their presence at the school.

-Normandy Elementary School in unincorpo-
rated south Jefferson County was evacuated
bricfly at 10 z.m. Monday, sherifi’s Sgt. Jim
Parr said, after a backpack that couldn't be
accounted for was found. Parr said a bomb
squad determined that it was a harmless
child’s backpack.

Across the country, ributes continued.

Stock trading on Wall Streel was halted for a
minute of silence 1o honor of Columbine's vic-
ums.

A one-rminute blackout also 1s planned today

by dozens of Colroadn television and radio sta- J

tions today. [Us scheduled for 11:21 a.m. — the
minule the first 911 call camne n from the schoo

SRV “"l

N w,..

Tuesday, Apnil 27 3,999

Tests show gunmen

nobon drugs, booze
SCHOOL from 4A

aweek ago today.

And Gov. Bill Owens ordered that
American and Colorado flags be flown
at half-staff through Thursday — the
day the last of the Columbine victims
is tobelaid torest.

Determining where Harris and
Kilebold got their guns remained a top
priority of investigators.

Stone said Anderson bought two of
the weapons at a Denver-area gun
show within the past year. He said
“it's a pretty good assumption” she
bought them within the past five
months because she just turped 18 in
November.

Investigators continue to believe
strongly that somebody knew some-
thing in the days and weeks Jeading
up to the two boys' siege on Adolf
Hitler’s 110th birthday.

“There's a lot of munitions there,”
Stone said. “Either somebody else
brought it in or they brought it in and
stored i, . .. It's hard to get that in
under yuur raincoat and not be
noticed.”

Investigators said they haven't
cleared three boot-and black-coat-
clad teen-agers detained in the confu-
sion after the shooting.

“I'm suspicious of their story,”
Stone said, adding that they remain

“under mvestxgapgn ‘3 b }
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“I'ney are nu vuL vt tie woods in
this one yet,” he said. \E dition:

One question was answered Mon- i
day.

Toxicology reports showed that ... .
the gunmen did not have drugs or i '
alcohol in their systems when they '
dred. Nor did the other 13 who died,
Jefferson County coroner Nancy
Bodelson said.

But wnvestigators were still grap-
pling with many other questions.

For example, shenff's deputy
Steve Davis said it was possible Har-
ns and Klebold killed themselves
only a short time after the shooting
began about 11:20 am, Police officers
dhdn't find their bodies until about 4
p.m., but a detailed time hne is shill
being prepared.

The gunmen’s bombs — in some
cases metal fragments and bits of duct
tape wrapped around some of the ' >
explosives — will be sent for analysis '
to the federal Bureau of Alcohol,
i1 Tobacco and Firearms.

Investigators said the death toll
would have been 300 or more if Har-
ris and Klebold had been better bomb
makers. When they kilied them-
selves, Davis said, “there was still
plenty of ammo with them.”

“I have no idea,” Davis said when
asked how the gunmen picked New
York City as therr fantasy final target.
“Maybe the density of population, for
alll know.”

He wasn't the only one who
remained mystified by the attack,

Linda Pollock, a former next-door
neighbor of the Harmis family, said
Enc's parents, Wayne and Kathy Har-
ris, werc “very nice people.”

“If I could talk to thern [ would say,
‘Please don't think vou're bad par-
ents.” " she said.

“I don’t blame the parents. If they
(children) don’t want you to find or
see something, you're not going to
find or seeit.”

oate: 4/, ety

Heirlpom Fine Portraits 1998

Eric Harris, left, and Dytan Kleboid,
above, used weapons purchased by
Kieboid's prom date in the shootings

]
Portraits of the
» »

Columbine killers
at Columbine High School. Investiga-
tors said the death toll could have
been 300 or more except for the fact
that some of the explosives carried
nate. They also had plenty of ammu-
nition left when they killed them-

by the two young men failed to deta-
selves.

Staff wrilers Lynn Harfels, Kevin
Fnn, feff Kass, Low Kilzer and Dan
Luzadder contribneted te this report.
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Sqme attorneys fear
‘witch hunt’ will seek
wrong target for blame

By Sue Lindsay
News Staff Writer

Outraged Coloradans may think
the parents of Erie Harris and
Dylan Kiebold should have known
what their kids were doing, but it
takes more than that to file crimi-
nal charges.

In the aftermath of the Colum-
bine High School slayings,

Parental i ignorance
of plot nota crime

lawyers asscssed possihle charges
and civil suits that may surface.

“It's a question of what some-
body knew concretely and what
assistance they knowingly gave,”
said Lacry Pozner, president of the
Nationa! ‘Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers. “It is still not a
crime in America to associate with
someone who does evil, and ] hope
this doesn't become a witch hunt
for frlends who wear trench
coats,”

Gov. Bill Owens and Jefferson
County Sheriff John Stone, among
others, have said the parents
should have known what Harris
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and Klehold were doing.

“I think parents should be able
to tell if a child is capable of this
sort of violence,” Owens said.

Pipe bombs and a cut-off shot-
gunt parre! were found in Harris'
bedroom, although it's not clear
when they were left there.

Jefferson County Sgt. Jim Parr
said there was no reason to be-
lieve the parents had direct knowl-
edge of their sons’ plans,

Jefferson County District Attor-
ney Dave Thomas said people can
only be charged if they aided or
encouraged a crime.

“This general notion that par-

ents ought to have known is ab-
surd and unreahistic,” Pozner said.
“We're not a ‘mation of snitches
where parents are supposed to
spend their lives spying on their
kids.”

Those who helped supply the
killers with weapons didn't neces-
sarily commil a crime, lawyers
said.

“Mere knowledge of a crime is
not a crime,” said defense attor-
ney Craig Silverman,

"“You have to know and you have
to intend to help,” Pozner said,

“This is a horrible, unspeakahbte
tragedy but you do not make it

better by finding and rounding up a
few teen-agers and parents and
prosecuting them as if they had
doneit.”

Parents of wounded and slain
children may contemplate law-
suits, but the chances of sizable
awards are shim, said defense at-
torney Scott Robinson.

“I know that many may want to
do something in the belief that it
will help prevent something like
this from happening again. That's
fantasy,” Robinson said.

“My hope is that they will not
go down that road. These parents
have suffered enough.”
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‘Internet-abuzz with talk of tragedy:

By Matthew B, Stannard
Oakland Tribune S

A week after the massacre at Colum-
bine High School, the tragedy continues
to hotd a seemingly unshakable grip on
the collective consciousness of the on-
line community.

The Internet has been part of the sto-
ry since early reporis that shogter Eric
Harris had placed a site on the World
Wide Web filled with violent images,
angry essays and instructions for creat-
ing pipe bombs. America Online re-
moved the Web page in question the
day after the rampage, preserving ils
cantents for possible investigation.

But that hasn't stopped AOL mem-
bers from sounding off on Harris, fel-
low gunmat Dylan Klebald or the
crimes they committed, said AOL
_spokeswomnan Kim McCreery.

A chat room dedicated to the {ragedy
attracted 200,000 visits beiween Tues-

day and Friday, McCreery said. On Sat-

urday, a chance to chat with survivors
of the attack brought in another 150,000
visitors, she said.

AQL’s “Digital City Denver” site has
seen more than 11,000 messages posted
to its main message board since the
shooting, McCreery said, and counted
16,000 votes in on-line polls. The next
largest event for the site, the Denver
Broncos' repeat Super Bowl victory, in-
cluded just 4,808 message posts and
3,000 vates.

“It's an absplutely huge mumber,”
McCreery said. “Whether it's students
grieving or people posting memories or
photographs, things like that, it's just a
real sign of community. They're just re-

Columbine story grips

online community

ally sharing.”

Similarly high levels of interest exist
outside the AOL system. Traffic at The
Denver Post Online has been running at
five times norma! fevels sirce the story
broke, and more than 1,500 messages
have been posted to the site’s online dis-
cussion area.

A Columbine bulletin hoard at the

- portal site Yahoo! has gathered more

than 11,000 messages since the shoot-
ing, ranking it among the site's most
popular boards along with older issunes
such as the murder of JonBenét Ram-
sey and President Clinton’s impeach-
ment. Late Monday afternoon, the site
was still accumulating several mes-
sages each minute.

Elsewhere on the Web, the Colum-
bine tragedy has triggered a kind of
electronic turf warfare, as individuals
snap up site addresses containing
words reflecting the iragedy, such as
the killers' names or the name of their
clique, the Trench Coat Malfia.

Some of those registering the Inter-
net domains say they plan to creale
memorial sites or simply prevent the
names from being used for a commer-
cial purpose,

But at least ane such sile, filled with
images of guns and bomb-making in-
structions, was offered for sale to the
highest bidder on eBay, an online auc-
tion. Those offering the site for sale
couldn’t be reached for comment, but
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eBay spokesman Kevin Purseglove
confirmed that the domain had been
listed for sale — briefly.

“When we became aware of it, we
took it down immediately,” be said. “It
is lotally inappropriate.” »

The tragedy has fascinated readers
on Usenel newsgroups, 100. A quick
search of online bulletin boards re- .
vealed more than 10,000 messages con-
laining the word “Columbine,” ranging -
from groups devoted to crime and pun-
ishment to less predictable venues,
such as wrestling and quilting. .

“You want to do something. This is a -
way of combaling the helpless feeling ;
and showing the families of the mourn.:
ers that society is behind them,” said
Carolyn Lanzkron, whose proposal io
creale a quilt commemorating the
tragedy, posted te rec.crafts.tex-
files.quilting, has attracted dozens of
veluniteers from her home state of Mas-
sachusetts to the Netherlands.

Howard Rheingold, author of “The
Virtual Communily,” said that Lanz-

. kron's observation explains the wealth .

of tragedy-related discussion in the on-
line community. It is, he said, reminis-
cent of the way fledgling online ser-
vices reacted to the 1989 earthquake in
San Francisco. The far larger reaction
to the Columbine tragedy, Rheingold
said, reflects today's far larger and .
more mainsiream online community.
“There is a huge amount of discus-

when something heppens in the world,” .
he said. “It may or may not do some
good, but it makes you fee! better to do
something.”
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Wary Jeffco parents \

keep kids at home

By Carlos lllescas

Denver Post Stall Writer

Flora Lawrence sat anxiously in her
car for what seemed like hopurs Monday
morning ouiside Stony Creek Elementary
Schooi in Jefferson County.

With her son securely in his seat belt,
Lawrence watched as other parents drop-
ped off their children at the school.

When the school bell rang for the start
of classes, Lawrence had seen enough.

“Let’s go home,” she told her son. “I
don’t feel good about leaving (you} here.”

The sckool near Columbine High Scheol
kad been swepl for bombs over the week-
end after rumors of possible troudle,
heightening fears among parents there.

But Stony Creek parenis weren’t alone
in their anxiety.

" Absentee rates were about five times
higher than normal at schools in south
Jeffeo, district officials said, and about

. two to three times higher in other parts of
- the county.

At Deer Creek Middle School, close to
Columbine, about z third of the school's
1,116 students were missing Monday.

Administrators at Chatfieid High
School, also near Columbine, reported
about half the students attended Monday.

“There’s an anxiety level becayse of
some of the reports. People are concerned
and rightfully so,” said Rick Kaufman,

" spokesman for Jefferson County schools.

Schoo! officials contacted parents of

. muost of Steny Creek’s 500 students Sunday

to assure them that the school was safe.
Dozens of parefts volunteered to be at

-, .

. the school Mon'day.

School officials and parents hoped the
presence would ease the fears of the kin-
dergarten through fifth-grade students
there,

“We need to reclaim sur schools,” said
parent Tish Moore, who volunteered to
spend the day at the school.

“Parents need to get involved.”

Meanwhile, other schools were coping
with unnerving incidents and adjusting to
increased security.

The Seventh-day Adventist School in
Brighton sent its students home for the
day after a potentially threatening hand- -
written letter was left at the school's
front door.

The letter said the school isn’t exempt
from violence because of its religious phi-
losaphies, said Brighton Police Capt Bob
White,

The school was evacuated, but nothmg
was found.

Most school districts increased police
patrols outside school buildings and added
more officers inside, Students in Denver
Public Schools were off Monday for a
teacher-training day.

Stony Creek parents whao took their chil-
dren back to school said it was important
for morale, and 1o get some sense of nor-
maley back in their lives.

“Pm a little appreheasive, but we've
got to do it,” said Mary Gnadt, a parent of

.a first-grade girl. “} talked about it with

her over dinner (Sunday} and we felt the
school is a safe place.”

Staff writers Marilyn Kobinson and J
Sebpstian Sinisi contributed to this report.
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(Shootmgs fuel debate

| Athletes say stories
exaggerated; others
tell of harassment

By Randy Hotz
News Staft Writer

Athletes and others at Colum-
bine High Schuol agree there's a rift
among the jocks and other factions.

But they don't agree how much of
a prablem it is.

A former student says 4 genuine
dislike fong has existed. A father
says fus son was terrorized because
he was Jewish. Dozens watched
jocks pick on members of the
Trench Coat Maftia.

Butl several studenis and the
foothall coach instst the dea of a
Columbine athletic aristucracy has
been overblown since (wWo g
associated with the Trench

R AR

Mafia went on z killing rampage at
the school,

“1f they were targeting athletes,
why did they go to the library? Why
didn't they wait until after schoal
and go to the gym or the lacker
room?” foothall coach Andy Lowry
said.

“Thert's no explanation for this
other than these were twao sick kids
who hated themselves and hated
everyone else.”

One of the gunmen's friends
agreed.

“Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
were my friends, and 'm telling you
they were nut targeting jocks,”” sad
senior Dustin Gorton, “When you
really look at it, they were targeting
evesvbody.”

But witnesses in the shootings
heard otherwise,

“They said, ‘Ail jocks are dead.
. Any jock wearing
cap stand up!”
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over ‘jock elitism’ at Columbine

said sophomore Joshua Lapp, who
was in the library.

Harnis and Klebold killed 12 stu-
dents and a teacher and wounded 21
students hefore killing themselves.

Unly eight of their victims were
members of Columbine’s athletic
teams.

But the tragedy has mtensified
debate about whether Columbine
coddled its jocks and whether the
admimstration looked the other way
as they picked on less pupular kids.

Athletes don’t think so.

“I'm sure there were some jocks
who might have made fun of {the
Trench Coat Mafia),” sophomore
wrestler Jason Greer said.

“But | wouldn't say there was a
real dishike for each other, Most of
the people evervbody calls jocks do

a lot of other different things
besides sports. [U's not like every

athlete at being a jock as his
whole ide?

But former Columbine student
Eric Quintana described a “jock
elitism.”

“The athletes rule this school,”
Quinlana said. “When | was a
sophomare, 1 was at Chatfield.
There wasn’t neatly as much ani-
mosity between cliques there. The
athletes (at Columbine) feel they
can du anything they want, sav any-
thing they want, ['m sure that was
going through those guys’ minds
when they shot people.”

Columbine parent Steve (ireene
complained to school officials that
athletes at the school intimidated
and physicaily ahused his son,
Jonathan, daily.

Bul Greene said his complaints
were ignored because the school
protects jocks.

Greene, who is Jewish, told the
Intermouniain- fewwish news lhat

many of the taunts werg,
mitic. ‘%-%

Jue Stair, one of the original
members of the Trench Coat Mafia,
said the group formed about four
years ago lo protect its members
from harassment by jocks.

Stair last talked to Harris and
klebold about six months ago. They
joked about getting revenge against
Columbine athletes but in terms of
“getting into a rumble,” not of
shooling people.

Senjor Adam Fuss said that since
the (ragedy, thc cligues seem to
have disappeared.

“All the bartiers ate gone,” he
said. “People come up to you and
throw their arms around vou and
tell yvou how they love you — stu-
dents you never even thought you
could talk to before,”

Staff writers Lynn Bartels, Manny
Gonzales and Low Kilzer confributed
to s reporl,
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