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Columbine dad goes
gambling to seek relief,
wins jackpot he'll use
to set up program

By April M. Washington
| News Staff Writer

Michael Shoels ventured to the
casinos of Black Hawk to escape
his grief, and he struck gold.

The father of slain Columbine
student Isaizh Shoels satd Monday
that he will use his $15,000 wingd-
fall to form a nonprofit orgamiza-
tion that will buy guns from teens.
The program is sponsored by the

—

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference in Atlanta.

Shoels won the money on a slot-
machine jackpot during an outing
with. his mother-in-law to Black
Hawk's Colorado Central Station
Casino aver the Memorial Day
weckend.

“We know what people are go-
ing to think," said Sam Riddle, a

-spokesman for the Shoelses.

“Michzel would go to the casi-
nos occasionatly before Isaiah was
snatched from lim so early in life.
His mother-in-law thought he
needed a release.”

Shoels registered his organiza-
tion's trademark, Let's Stomp Out
Hate, with the secretary of state's

Shoels’ windfall will _,_l;qx;guns fromteens -

office on Monday.

Isaiah, 18, was the only black
among the 13 killed by two teen-
age gunmen during the April 20
shooting at Columbine High
School.

“We're trying to get the state of
Colorado to stop covering up the
hate and violence that took my
son’s life,” Shoels said. “1f | have
to use money | never expected to
come my way to get us to focus on
our children, than that's what I'm
goingtodo.”

Critics have assailed the family
for filing a $250 milkten lawsuit fast
monti aganst the parents of the
Columbine killers Eric Harris and
Dylar Klebold.
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Shoels’ good luck will help fight hate

Michael Shoels, father of slain
Columbine High Schoul student Isa-
iah Shools, says his mother-in-taw
wanled 1o help him relax a couple
of weeks ago. She suggested they
head up to the Colorado Central
Slation "Casino in Black Hawk Lo
unwind.

Michae] Shaels came home with

" $15,000 in winnings, and his face
showed up recepntly in a Black
Hawk newspaper ad. But it touch-
ed off questions from reporters and
on radio lalk shows abeut whether
Shocls was ysing donations from
the Columbine tragedy to gamble.

“It's prelly straightforward,”

family spokesman Sam Riddle said
Monday. “His mother-in-law took
him up there She put the money in
the slot and asked him fo pull the
lever.”
" Riddle said $4,100 of the win-
nings will be used to buy Isaiah a
headstone, and a “few thousand
more” wiil be used to help the
Shoelses slarl a nonprofit organi-
zation aimed al combating hate.

“T think penple are Lalking about
this because I'm challenging a lot
of issues people don't wanl to deal
with, and they dom't like it.” Mi-
chael Shoels said.

Permanent memorial closer

Donations fer a permanent Col-
wmbine High School memorial are
4

approaching
the $50.000
mark.

The Colora-
do Garden
Show will do-
nate $25.000
for a memoti-
ai, and the
Foothills and
Jelferson
foundations
have received
$12500 and $10.250 respectively,
members of a memeorial organizing
commiilee said during = meeting
Monday.

Should donations exceed the cost
of the memorial, a trust fund will
pe established to maintain the me-
maoriat after its completian

More than 110 memorial design
plans have been submitted.

Several artists and groups. in-
cluding Lthe American Society of
Landscape Architects. have offer-
ed services and materials for the
praject.

A more formal committee scon
will begin determining the design
of the memorial and where it wili
be placed.

Contribulions may be sent to:
The Foothills Foundation, Celum-
bine High Schoel Memorial Fund,
PG, Box 621788, Littleton
80162-1788. Attn. Jean Nayior,
treasurer.

schoot saiely thal will help identiiy

Crosses on tour draw tears wearty warning signs of polentiall:y

The wooden rrosses originally
erecled in Clement Park near Col-
umbijne High School to honor {thase
kitled April 20, have elicited strong
emolional responses from visitors
in the Naperville, Itl.. area. cross-
maker Greg Zanis said Monday.

“People have beon erying,” Zanis
said during a break from his na-
tionwide tour. “They've been light-
ing candles. . .. There are jusi
bags and bags of flowers.”

Zanis, who later put up 13 new
crosses at Chapel Hill Memorial
Gardens in Littleton as part of a
permaneni memorial for the Col-
umbine massacre viclims, said he
plans eventuaally to return the urig-
inal crosses to Colorado.

Zanis said the crosses next wili
be shown at the Conference of
Southern Baptist Evangelist in At-
lanla this weekend and at Creation
ﬂestival on Agapc Farm near

ount Union, Pa., June 23-26.

EchoStar aids safer schools

Littleton-based EchoStar Com-
munications Corp. is donating
1,000 satelliles and free air Lime Ly
a nalionwide safe-schools eifort,
the National Education Association
announced Monday. The NEA has
partnered with Learning First Alli-
ance to develop programming on

violent behavior in students. The
programs should be available in
the fall.

Hero meets Yankees

After living through one of the
worst nightmares in this nation's
history. Joshua Lapp gol to make a
dream come trye at Veterans Sta-
dium on Monday befere the Phila-
delphia Phiflies played the New
York Yankees.

Lapp is one of the many heroes
of the Columbine High School
shooting on April 20. When the
shooling started, Lapp dove to
shield lwo female classmales, sav-
ing the girls’ tives. A hullet missed
him by inches.

Paul Bogogesian. a basebail
cuach al Haverford, Pa., saw Lapp
interviewed on TV, and beard him
say his dream was to meel Yan-
kees pitcher Roger Clemens. With
4 few phone calis, Bogogosian was
able to make il happen.

Lapp, whe pitches for the Colum-
kine baseball team, talked with
Clemens in the Yankees dugout and
got a few pilching tips.

"It was awes)me.”
“Roger Clemen
player, but 1 Ic
pitchers.”

The Cainden Ct¢ rwier-Fost con-
tributed to this rep «t.

Lapp said.
is my {avorite
* to see great

aMW"

o fl[g“é

GvZ-



FO-35G (Rev. 5881}

W Post
__ Wednesday, Juiy 14, 1999

FBI secks
more clues
on 911 tape

The 911 Lape recorded during the
Columbine rampage will be senl to
the FBI for further enhancement,
part of the Jefferson County inves-
tigatars’ work on establishing a
Lime line ¢f the crime.

Jetectives are atrempting tu
craft an “exact seguence of eventy
that oceurred
that day in the
scheol.” Jeffer-
son County sher-
iff's spokesman P
Steve Davis said ¢
Tuesday.

5 -part of
that work, in-
vestigalors
want to delee-
mine if they are
missing anything from the 91
tape, which includes a call from
Trom teacher Patti Nielson, shriek-
ing al the dispatcher and shouting
at the students to {ake cover.

“0On that tape . . . you can hear
gunfire. so they want to see if that
matches wilh what witnesses teli
them,” Davis said.

Meanwhile, the Columbine li-
brary — where 10 students werc
killed and Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold killed themselves — was
released as 2 erime scene Monday.

Now, ibe schoo! district may pro-
veed with its plans to remodel it,
Davis said.

Hut becausc investigators may
still need to see how ihe library
was situated during the April 20
shootings. the FBI has built a
“structural model™ of the room,
Davis said.

Berause the district plans to re-
madel the library and other parts
of the school, the mode] “will kind
of preserve the way it was that

day.” he said.

The maodel, at ane-eighth scale, is
3'7 feet by 3% feet and a foot high.
Davis said. It's in ithe Columbine
Task Force "war room.” which is
“under lock and key" in the Jeffer-
son County Administration and
Court Facility, Davis sail.
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Teen who fell from window:
thanks local SWAT team

By Beth DeFalco
Spacai lc The Denver Post

Three months age, Patrick Ire-
land crawled across backpacks,
overturned chairs and dead stu.
dents and flung himsell from a sec-
ood-stary window at Columbine
High School into the arms of the
Lakewgod Police SWAT team.

On Wednesday, he set aside a
crutch, the most tangible remain-
ing sign of his injuries, to hang a
medal around the neck of each
SWAT team member at their annu-
al.awards ceremony.

He thanked them for saving his
life.

"They were also traumatized,”
Pat'smormn Kathy sald of the SWAT
team. “They saved his life. What
bigger bond can they have?

“After he jumped cut of the win-
duw, the SWAT team came over
crying, these big burly men, and
said that they had rescued him and
wanted to know bis name and if he
would be OK,” said Ramonna Mar-
tiner, spokeswoman for Lakewood

police.

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
killed 12 studepts and a teacher be-
forc shooting themselves to death
in the worst school shooting in
American history.

Irelangd was shot while applying
pressure fo a gunshot wound his
[riend, Makai Hall, had suffered.

For his bravery, police named
Ireland an honorary SWAT team
member and presented him with
an official jacket and cap.

“This is the first time a jacket
like that has been given oul,” said
Lakewood Police Chiel Charles
Johnston. “We honor his personal
heroismn in trying to save his friend
and himsell.”

Police also honored Joseph
Couch and Bonald Korzen of Loom-
is Fargo Company, who volun-
leered their armored van during
the tragedy. Couch and Korzen
drove the van into the line of [ire
and with no protective pear sp
SWAT team members could siand
atop it and catch ireland.
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PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla.
— Bric Harris and Dylan Kleball
must have had help planting explo-
sives in Columbine High School,
Jefterson County's sheriff said here
on Monday.

“I've never thoughi it was just
{wo because of the amount of stuff
that was brought in,” Sheriff John
Stone said before addressing the
Florida Sherilfs Association at
PGA National Resort & Spa. “But
we don’t have enough to charge
ityone.”

Harris, 18, and Dyian Klebold,
17, both seniors, planted about 50
omemade bombs in and around
Columbihe before fatalty shooling
2 students and ome teacher and
wounding 20-some others on Aprit
20.

Stone is now touring the United
States and Canada, sharing the les-
sans he learned from the tragedy.
His two-hour presentation to the
Florida group, which included spe-

- Jeffco sheriff Says
gunmen had help

cifie tactical advice, was closed to
reporters.

Though police exchanged fire
with the gunmen, Stone reiterated
Monday whal his department told
The Denver Posi this month: No
victims were hit by friendly fire,

“{The police bullets} were ail
223s, and none of those were in the
bodies,” he said.

Stone downplayed speculation
that Klebold and Harris may have
been part of a murder-suicide,
rather than each taking their own
lives.

Jefferson County Sheriff's De-
partment spokesman Steve Davis
said murder-suicide can't be for-
mally ruled out until the final bal-
listics lests are in,

Though Stone mainlained the
teens must have had help prepar-
ing for or plotting the massacre, in-
vegtigators have found no evidence
they had help planting the explo-
sives. And, officials have said the
theery of a third gunman [argely
has been eliminated.
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Accounts differ on
question to Bernall

Columbine shooting victim
may not have been asked
whether she believed in God

By Dan Luzadder
and Katie Kerwin McCrimmon
News Staff Writers

Investigators told Cassie Bernall's par-
ents weeks after she died that the now-
famous exchange with her killer may not
have occurred.

There are questions ahout whether Ber-
nall said “yes" after her killer, Dylan Kle-
bold, asked whether she believed in God,
said chief investigator John Kiekbusch of
the Jefferson County Sheriff's Department.

The question itself may never have been
asked, he said.

“The fact that there were discrepancies
in this account was Erought to the attention
of the Bernalls,” Kickbusch said.

In the days following the April 20 shoot-
ings at Columbine High, scveral students in
the tibrary reported the exchange between

Bernall and her killer.

Accounts of the testimo-
H nial and death have ingpired
outpourings of faith around
the country and prompted
W her mother, Misty Bernall,
to write a book.

Ll y | Sﬁ Sm'dd}’cs. Tf}r Unltke-

3 e 8 ly Martyrdom of Cassie
Barnall Bernall has sold more than

200,000 copics since its
release two weeks ago.

Misty Bernall could not be reached for
comment. But her editor, Chris Zimmer-
man, said Bernall siands behind the book.

“We don't feel that this discussion ...
takes anything away from the crux of Cas-
sie’s story,” said. “This 18 a book about a
troubled American teen-ager who changed.
She changed to the extent that she was
ready to face the challenges of her life, and
her death, with confidence.?

Zimmerman said Misty Bernall had been
candid in the book that there were differing
accounts of what was said in the library.

See BERNALL on 13A /
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i BERNALL from 54

Il was discrepancies in student
accounts that led police to ques-
tion the Bernall testimonial.

Joshua Lapp, a junior, was one of
the first students to repori
Bernall's testimanial of faith. He
said his memories have not
changed.

“She sand it,"” Lapp said Thurs-
day. "Plain and simple.”

But Emily Wyani, 16, tells a dif-
ferent story.

She was crouched beneath a
table less than two feet from
Cassie Bernall when Dyian Kle-
bold shot her.

They were the only two stu-
dents studving logether at the
table in the back of the library.

Wyant told FBI investigators
that she never heard Klebold ask
Cassie i she believed in God.

Wyant said Cassie was praying
out toud after the gunmen
stormed the library.

“She was saymng, ‘Dear (rod.
Dear GGod. Why is this happening?
[ just want o go home,” " Emily

said.

Emily answered Cassie in a
hushed voice.

“I know. We all want 1o get ot
of here.”

Emily wonders whether Kle-
bold heard Cassie praying and sin-
gled her out.

All of 4 sudden, he slammed the
top of their table, said “‘Peeka-
boo,” and looked under the table at
both girls.

“Then he looked at her, and he
shot her,” Emily said.

Klebold then glanced quickly at
Emily.

She does not know why he
didn't shoot her She thinks he
may have gotten distracted.

Emily heard Enic Harris call to
Kleb()ld 3

“Hey, there’s a n——-over
here,” Harris said.

Then both gunmen trained their
weapons on Ismah Shoels.

Pulice investigating the shoot-
ing have detaled minute aspects
of the case, including who said
what to whom 1in the school
library, and elsewhere, during the

Student under table with Casme tells different story

rampage.

Kiekbusch said the first acwunt
of the conversation between Kle-
boid and Bernall came from Craig
Scott, the brothier of Rache! Scott, |
a student who was killed by the
gunmen outside the school.

Craig Scott, who was among
more than 50 students in the
library at the tine, told investiga-
tors he heard the “Yes” comment
and recognized the voice as Cassie
Bernalt's. He did not actually see
lhe individuals involved.

Scott could not be reached for
comment Thursdav,

Investigators sald Scott was
asked to point out wheve the gun-
men were at the Lime, and he indi-
cated & table where Valeen
Schnurr — not Bernall was hiding.

According to Schnurr’s mother,
the girl was lying in the Library
wilth more than 15 bullet wounds,
praying oul joud, when a gunman
approached her and asked if she
beheved in (od, and she respond-
ed “Yes, [ believe in God.”

The gunman spared her, and she
survived.
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Biory on Eric Harris’ dial‘y IR RELG

i David Qlinger and Peggy Lowe
hver Past Siaff Writers.
T The Jefferson County Sherift's
fice says the journalist who pub-
iBhed purported excerpls of Eric
rris' infamous diary was warn-
dd that his source could not have
been anyone who read the docu-
ent in the past five months.

" Wednesday night, an enline mag-
agine, Salon.com, released what it
cplled an exclusive “First Glimpse
imMe Eric Harris' Diary," writlen

the Columbine High senior who
jgined Dylan Klebold in a sheoling

rampage April 20 that killed 13
pecple before the gunmen commit-
Ued suicide.

2 The story had a dozen passages
of Harris venting his hatred of ev-

yoite from blacks and fitness
yeaks to “Star Wars” fans and
atople whe mispronounce words.

g Thursday, the sheriff’s office
cplled the magazine story inaccu-
te and dispuled its fundamental
im. Department spokesman
ve Davis said it was “almosi
possible” that anyoene had seen
diary and could have read it to
ve Cuilen, the freelance journal-
who wrote the Salon.com story.
“The diary was booked into evi-
nce that very first day and has
seen onty by the lead investi-

tor,” Kale Battan, Davis said.
“Yt’s in the evidence vault and has
n since April 20.”
{Hattan told the writer “there’s
way that he had any source that
seen the diary since April 20,
vissaid. “She was very clear to
about that.” :

*Davis, who said he hasn't seen

diary, said he helieved the writ-
dt “inflated what littie bil of infor-
mMation he got.”

+ Cullen defended the story’s accu-
nlcy, saying the sheriff's office it-
WIf displayed passages from Har-
k' diary in meetings wilh law
apforcement and school officials
a?d parents of Columbine vietims,

« "Peopte at some of these places
4ok notes,” he said.

. But he acknowledged that he has
06 materials copied from the diary

d that some passages presented

exact quotations from Harris'
witings may not be verbatim
gJefferson County Sheriff John
one disclosed the existence of
ITis’ diary in the first week after
Columbine High massacre as
Rl as some of its most disturbing

contents,

He said it showed Harris plan-
ning the attack for a year, down io
the minute when e and Klebold
wotld “rock and roll.” Their aim
was to kill at least 500 Cotumbine
students, murder residents in (he
surrounding neighborhood, then hj-
Jjack a plane and crash it in New
Yerk City, he said.

Since then, the sheriff and his in-
vestigators have declined to dis-
cuss Harris’ diary publicly and re-
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fused public records requests for
the docnument, calling it part of an
nngoing criminal investigation. |

Davis said investigators talked
about the diary only at a meeting
with schoo) district officials before
Columbine High reopened. A very
few excerpls — not necessarily
from the journal — were shared
with school officials and the vie.
tims' families in an attempt to give
them insight to Erie Harris,” he
said.
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By Howard Pankrat2
Denver Posi Legal Aftairs Wrider

Eric Harris' parents filed court
papers Thursday lrying to keep
high-prafile Michigan lawyer Geof-
frey Fieger from handling the
wronglul-death lawsuit against
them.

Wher the family of slain student
Isaiah Shoels lodged the suit in
Denver District Court in May. Fie-
ger included 2 motion seeking per-
mission o iry the case in Colorado.

But “based upon Mr. Fieget's re-
cord and his recent conduct and
comments made with respect io
this case, Mr. and Mrs. Shoels’ mo-
tion to have Mr. Fieger specially
admitted should be denied” the

motion says.

The motion alteges Hieger and
local co-counsel Jack Beam tried
to prejudice a jury by distorting of
the facts of the case and making
accusations of racism. The motion
also says Fieger should never have
told reporters he is seeking $250
million, 1,000 times ihe $250.000
maximum set by state law.

Bearmn and Fieger — represented
Dr. Jack Kevorkian and won a $25
million judgment against the “Jen-
ny Jones Show™ earlier this year —
couldn't be reached for comment.

A separale motion also seeks to
put the lawsuit on hoid until 90
days after authorities finish their
criminal investigation of the April

!

Harrises move to bar noted lawyer
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20 massacre. Thal could happen in
November.

“Although the initial calls for
charges to be brought against the
parents of Eric Harris and Dylan
Kiebold have not been repeated in
recent months, no decision by law
enforcement has yet been an-
nounced. Wayne and Katherine
Harris are therefore confronted
wilh {he defense of a civil lawsuit,
while al the same {ime a decision
about potentia! criminal charges
remmains up in the air,” motion says.

Eariler this week, the Harrises
filed papers io move the case from
Denver to Jefferson County, where
the massacre gecurred.

THE DEN
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in Columbine rampage = |-«

Failure of bomb

n school cafetena
tied to shootings,
mvestigators say.

By Don Luszanddter
2o Kovin Vaughan
News Staff Writers
Enic Hastis and Dylan Klebold carried 2
black duffle into Columbme High School's -
cafeteris at 11 a.m. on April 20.

None of the students and teachers who
were beginaing to file in for lunch thought

At that

nto the bag, programmed to
explode at 11:15a.m.
Poorly wired, badly
constructed and its timer
incorrectly attached, the
bomb never went off.
; point, Harris and
Kiebold began their killing
rampage. When it was over,
less than an hour later, 12
students and one teacher
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were dead. And the two gunmen had killed

themselves.

Investigators now believe the deadliest
school shooting rampage in U.S. history
resulted from a plan gope bad — the Riled
explosion. They say Harris and Klebold

anything of it.

But a two-tank propane bomb was stuffed

"They were cowards who were afraid to
face the SWAT teams entering the school
for fear that they might be wounded and
captured alive,” said John Hiekbusch, the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Department
wnvestigatians chief who is runping the
investigation.

The conclusions will be included in the
final report of the Columbine shooling
investigation, according to interviews con-
ducted by the Denver Rocky Mountain
News with persons cloge to the investigs-
tion.

Salon, 2 New York-based an-line maga-
zine, broke some details of the investiga-
tioh Wednesday night.

The magazine published what it said
were excerpls from writings by Eric Har-
ris in his diary.

Kiekbusch would not comment on the
accuracy of the excerpta. But he said they
were consistent with the types of writings
that Harns posted on the [nternet and
those found in his home following the
a .

- The “diary™ has been described to the
News as a combination of a daytimer and
loose sheets, handwritten in part and com-

puter generated m part, all by Harris. Kle- .

bold did not leave writings behind.

Harris' writings are vitriolic. hateful
rhetoric, direcled at anyone and everyone,
the sources said.

l.aw enforcement sources, both local
and federal, have confirmed that Harns
and Kiebold set booby-traps in their cars
in the school parking lot, apparently as
their last act before walking toward the
school’'s west doors and beginning their
rampage.

Those booby traps, police betieve, were
designed to kill or maim police and fire-
fighters responding to the school.

Kiekbusch, In a senes of interviews,
confirmed details of the gunmen's move-
ments through the schoal.

He said investigators have related simi-
lar details to several law enforcement
grouaps and 150 school faculty members in
an effort Lo reassure them that there was
no third gurman, as well as to the famihes
of the dead and injured students.

Here's what investigators have deter-
mined:

While the timer ticked on the bomb in
the duffel, Harris and Klebold returned to
their cars, “suited up” with hundreds of
rounds of ion, four weaf and
pipe bombs made of glass, plastic and
metal.

. They waited for the explosion, When it”
did not cnme, they walked across the park. -

See SHOOTING on 64
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ing lot, their arsenal hidden beneath dark
lt_vcsu:rn duster coats. Then they opened
ire.

Harris carried 2 9mm High Point car-
bine, Klebold the TEC-DCY semiantomat-
ic pistol. Both had sawed-off shotguns
strapped Lo their weapons belts.

Harris kiiled Rachel Scott and Daniel
Rohrbough as Lhey sat outside the schoo!
and shot randomly at others. Together, he
ap: Klebold wounded six students out-
side.

Police believe they participated equally
in the killings.

One of the two shed his duster coat out-
side, leading witnesses to tell police that
they believed there was a third gunman in
a white T-shirt.

Klebold shot teacher Patty Nielson and
student Brian Anderson through the west
doors. He and Harris had a brief exchange
of gunfire with two police officers ontside,
then entered the west doors, where
teacher Dave Sanders was hm-rymg down
the hallway toward the library.

As Sanders turned to flee, they shot him
n the back twice, then entered 1he library
and began shooting randomly at students.

Kyle Yelasquez was killed first. The pair
then moved between tables, taunting stu-
dents, in some cases finng under tables
without looking. g tetwond

The shootings in the library lasted for -

unmen intended suicide all along, investigators say

18 minutes — from 11:20 a.m. to 11:38
a.m., according to investigators.

Harris and Klebold left the hibrary after
the kitlings. even though they still had
ammunition and pipe bombs. Their deci-
sion aliowed dozens of students, many of
them wounded, to escape.

Police cant explain why the killing
stopped.

After the library shootings, the two
went ta the cafeteria and tried to set off
their propane bomb by shooting at it.

When that failed, they ignited an explo-
sive device next to it, causing an explosion
that started a fire. The fire sat off the cafe-
teria's sprinkler system, which put the fire
otit.

All of the students, except for a few
stragglers and two janitors trying to help
students escape, had fled the cafeteria by
that time,

Harris and Klebold roamed the halis,
shooling at random, placing booby traps
and throwing pipe bombs.

They shot up the school administration
area, then returned to the library, where
they briefly exchanged gunfire with police
and fircd at unarmed fire rescue workers.

Police believe they each committed sui-
cide with a single bullet ta the head, short-
Yty after police SWAT rcam members
enteted the school.
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Police say
Columbine
tape came
from them

Images not intended
tobe shown publicly

Byl(cm\'aughu_l

News Steg? Wrtter

JEFFERSON COUNTY — Sheriff's .

oficials said Tuesday that they
probably released the Columbine
High cafeteria tape that ended up
on lelevision this week.

Sgt. Phil Domenico said the de-
pariment released copies of the
lape to law enforcemeni and
emergency services agencies for
training, and that it was never
mtended that any of them would
be shown publicly.

Asked how many copies of the
tape were given oul, Domenico
said, "very, very few.”’

The tape, made by a security
camera mounted in the cafeteria,
shows students in the room duck-
ing under tables and then feeing
the building shortly hefore killers
Ene Harrs and Dyvlan Klebold en-
ter.

At one point, the tape shows
Klehold dvwing for cover moments
hefore a bomb explodes, filling the
cateterta with smoke. The tape
atso captures Eric Harris catening
the cafeteris and firing 2 9 mm car-
tne across the chair- and table-
strewn room.

Authorities have satd the gun-
men were trying 1o set off a home-
made propane-tank bomb thal had
fatjed Lo caplode. Had the homb
exploded. it would have ignited a
fire that could have destroved
much of the school, police said.

Damemco winikd not say wluch
agencies had been given copies of
the tape, and he said deputies
were tIving to trace onc to a New
Mexico college professor who
showed 1t at 3 truning seminar

ﬁDale
“That's what we need (o tmd Easion:

oul — exactly why it ended up
where #t ended up.” Domenwo
saud.

Portions of the tape werce sh(n.\'n
Monday morning m Albuguerque
al a Lraimng session for local law
officers and school officials.

A news crew from KRQE-TY,
whiich had been invited to the ses-
100 to cover it, taped the pre-
sentation, capturing the images
from a large screen.

As g CBS affiate, Denver's
Newsd was given a copy of the
tape late Monday cvening.

However, officials at the station
decided not Lo air it.

oo We woghed the journalistic

‘merifs of the videotape with our
uhrllga?oqﬁ &s respomsible broad-
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Professor obtained copy of tape

TAPE from 4n

casters, and upon reviewing the
tapce found that we had no way to
advance the story by airing the
tape,” sad Angie Kucharski, the
station's news director.

The CBS Evening News,
however, showed the images.

I am less concerned about the
competitive nalure of Lhis story,”
she said. "I am more concerned
aboui daing the right thing for our
viewers.”

A copy of the tape was ohtained
by officials at New Mexico Tech,
which is part of a nationa] effort e
improve preparations for natural
disasters and terorist acts. New
Mexwo Tech officals then showed
It at Monday mormng’s training
SCSSI0N.

The professor, invelved, Van
Romero, did not returne & message
from the Destver Rocky Mouniarn
News.

Kin Eiland, & spokeswonun for
the college, said she was nol sure
how the videolape was oblaimed.

Earhier, in a news release, col-
fege afficials said the materials for
the prescntation were gathered
from a variety of sources.

JefférsonGodrty school officials

notified the families of students

) \L:‘%\:M! \M."‘f b

wounded and Miled in the April 20
altack that the tape might be
shown on television,

They also tried to pursuade
CBS News 1o refrain from aimng it
Officials at CBS News refused the
request.

“We weren’t aware untl this
morning thal anyonce other than
law enforcement agencies had ac-
cess to the tape,” said Rick Kaul-
man. spokesman for Jeflerson
Ceoirty schools,

kafman said a number of ex-
perts on gealing with trauma have
told district officials that repeated-
ly showing graphic images from
April 20 can iflict new wounds cn
Lhe survivors.

“We've spoken with families of
some of the victims today,” Kauf-
mam said. “They arc deeply con-
cerned — shaken.™

The cafeteria tape s nol grue-
somue — nobody was killed or sen-
ously wounded n the rootn. But
Kaufman said showing it pubhcly
15 wrong.

“Regardless of what it shows,
we don't believe it Serves any pur-
pose.” he said. * don't belivve
that it 4ould Ye' ﬁvwn that peo-
ple need to see it, that it's going to
help in any way, shape orform.”
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by Dan Liizadder and Kevin Vamghan
_i‘;n.-s Staff Wniers -
01999, Denver Rocky Mountain News

wu FBl evidetice recovery
Tspecia}ists moved slowiy in

a sea of backpacks on the
faoced Noor of Cutumbine High
School's cafeteria,

Then they stopped.

At their feet lay Lwo large dark
gym bags, bigger than the packs
termified students had ahandoned
48 hours earlier when gunshots
exploded just outside the tunch-
room. One bag bore scorch
marks, and the ceiling tiles above
it had melted.

The FBl agents delicately
looked inside the bags — and in-
stantly understood the true
ustentions of Eytan Klebold and
Eric Harmis: death, by fire, for
hundreds of their fellow stu-
dents.

The gym bays each held a
largre bomb fashioned from a bar-
becue grit propane tank, a gaso-
linc can and other fuel cylinders,
Each was wired to a pipe bomb.
A two-bell alarm clock served as
atiming device.

Had both bombs not failed, ex-
plosives experts concluded, the
660 kids in the cafeteria at 11:20
a.m. April 20 likely would have
died — nearly four times the
number kitfled in the Oklahoma
City hombing.

Ablast that size would have
turned every fork, every spoon,
every tray into shrapnel. A giant
fireball would have roared
through the cavernous room,
sucking up oxygen in its wake —
making survival all but impossi-
ble.

The FBl agents' stunning dis-
covery that morning quickly had
reverberations acruss Lown.

At Jefferson County [hstrict
Mtorney Dave Thomas’ office,
newly sworn-in 1.5, Attorney
Torm Strickland was getting
ready Lo bring Attomey General
Janet Reno to Columbrne. She
wanted to walk through the
crime scene.

Now, with the news that Col-
urnbine stitl was not secured, her
visit was canceled.

Reno had come to Colorada to
talk with families of the victims
and the police, firefighters and

" patamedics who hatben'at Col. 1 pailid, &

umbine.

THE SERIES

SUNDAY: The first fragmentary
feports of shooting at Golumbine
bnng more than 600 polce officers
face to face with the unthinkable,

TBOAY: After 48 chaotic hours,
specialists from a dozen agencies
4re organized into teams to faunch a
methodical examination of the
crime.

TUESDAY: As they near the end of
eight months of ntensve work,
Investigators sull grope for an answer
to the biggest question of all,

She started with a private
meeting in the small law library
below Thomas' office, where
shetiff's officials brought in
pieces of evidence to show her.

Among them were the four
guns used by Harris and Klebold,
each sealed in a plastic evidence
bag. She also saw photagraphs
from the crime scene.

Someone read passages from
Harris' writings.

Renoalso necded a refuge, a
place where she could rest. Soa
conference room just off
Thomas' office was converted
into a haven for Reno, whe bat-
tles Parkingson's disease.

Juice and food were set put,
along with 4 place where she
could lie down,

But, engrossed by the day's
events, she hardly used it.

A grim task

At five coroner's offices,
pathologists began conducting
autopsies.

Dr. Nancy Bodelson, Jefferson
County’s coroner, and her staff
pusitively identified the victims
and formaily notified their fami-
ties.

Then she brought in help from
neighboring counties.

She wanted to finish the
autopsies and release the bodies
to mortuaries quickly so
bereaved fam:lies could plan;
funerals.

By 6 p.m. Thursday, April 22,
they were done,

Two days into the investiga-
tion, much of the work at
Columbine remained chaotic.

But the introduction of the
FBI's Rapid $tart computer
S Tanagement system pur

See COLUMBINE on 464
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COLUMBINE from TR

the masstve criminal investiga-
tion on fast forward. i

The sophisticated software al-
iowedinvestigators to track
every lead, catalog witnesses,
cross-reference evidence and
putastop to duplication.

Inahasty training session, in-
vestigators were assured the
system was ““Crayola simpie.”

A second computer system
Trianaged the bhzzard of reports
from investigators. Eventually,
those reports would fill more
than 300 heavy three-ning
binders, stored neatly on wooder
baokshelves in 4 room at sher- °
iff's headguarters the in-
vestigators came 1o call “the li-
brary.” :

On Friday morning, the start |
of Day 4, John Kiekbusch, the
sheriff's ieutenant directing the
investigation, brought nearly 1
detectives into the Columbine
bznd room to talk,

The room itself was a stark
reminder of why they were
there. A door had been blown oft
its hinges by 2 SWAT team.
Instruments, backpacks and
musicstands lay scattered wher
students bad dropped them.

Cheis Andrist, the sheriff's
crime lab supervisor, set up larg
easels with sheets of white pape
and color-coded markers to
designate different types of
information.

One by one, detectives rose,
tntroduced themselves and ex-
plained what they had done and
whom they had interviewed. As
their information was written
down, the sheets were ripped

from the easels and taped to the

band-room walls.

“"People were literally pulling
matchbooks out of their pocket:
wilh nates they had scribbled o
them," recalls FBI supervisaor
Dwayne Fuseljer.

1"3‘)(((% Y d /2

. "

[

For investigators from cvery
major police agency in the metro
ares, the mass meeting was the
first opporiunity to hear what ev-
eryone had learned,

‘lt also helped Kickbusch and
his command team decide how
the crnime scene should be man-
aged and how investigative
teamns should be formed.

The mueting went on for
seven hours, Toward the end,
Fusclier stood to speak.

He said he was concerned
about arumer, circulating among
investigators, that the FBI was
taking over the case.

“We are often scen as the 800-
pound gorilfa, and [ wanted peo-
ple to know we were not trying
- take over the investigation,”™
he recalls, *! made it clear we
were {here to assist in whatever
way we could,

“'l:his 15 Jefico's case all the
Way.

A mentor’s legacy

John Kiekbusch had come a
long way to run the Colurnbine
mvestigation.

He had started almaost 30
years earhet, in the infancy of the
Lakewood Police Department,
under Picree Brooks, alegend in
national police circles.

Brooks had gained fame in jo-
el Warh R T3

v

Onion Field for investigating the
1963 murder of 2 Los Angeles
police officer by two drifters. He
{ater helped the FBIcreate a ser-
ial crimes untt.

Brooks became Lakewood's
second police chief in 1971, tak-
ing the job as a challenge to craft
an efficient, professional police
department atmost from scratch.

He recruited talented officers
from around the country. One of
them was Kiekbusch, thena 25-
year-old patrolman in Winona,
Minn. He landed in Brooks' rob-
bery-homicide squad.

Brooks, who died in 1998, be-
lieved that the answer to almost
every homicide lay in the evi-
dence at the scene.
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“Murder is the greatest chal-
lenge,” he: once said. You can't
close your mind. You have to
wonder whal kind of person
wouid act like this. You have to
get inside the killer's brain.”

He drilled that perspective
into every cop who worked for
him. Kiekhusch was no excep-
tion. '

A critical tape

By Friday night, FBI agent
Mike Barnett, jefferson County
sheriff’s Sgt. Don Estep and

Colorado Bureau of Investigation
agent Linda Holloway were ona
commercial jet to the East Coast.
Their-destination: FBI head-
quarters in Quantico, Va. Their
cargo: The videotape from a sur-
veillance camera in the Colum-
bine cafeteria. . ... . .
FRListhpighns wokd wailing -,

to analyze the film frame-by-
frame and enhance the images.

Tt was important work. The
‘tape might show whether some-
one other than Harris and Kle-
bold had carried a gun or bombs
into the school that day. .

L Thethnee officers met theEHL
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rechnicians early Saturday morn-
ing. Late Sunday night, they hur-
riet back to the airport to catch a
flight ta Denver the enhanced
tape in hand.
They had walched every sec-
ond of the black-and-white tape, -
aver and overagain. it showed

students hiding beneath tables,
then running to safety.

it also showed llarms, ina
white T-shirt, kneeling on the
landing outside the cafeteria, fu-
ing his 8 mm Hi-Toint carbine at
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Dennis Schroeder/fNews S1a6 Phot '
Bomb squad trucks are deployed to remove explosives found at Columbine. lnvestigatorsm;.g;pr:fi
mare than 80 bombs in the schoo! and the cars and hornes of the killers.
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3 John Dunaway, Undersheriff N

____Jon Dunaway, Uncershert ) o
U - Capt. Dan Harris,

/ Lt. John Kiekbusch (Later promoted to Dvison CTIIE‘fD Sh#:fff's Departmen!
~ y tmen.

i
SRR Srtu s Dwayna Fuselier,
Sgt Randy West ) \FBI

r terson County District Attorney's Office el ¥ _
L +.olorade Attorney General's Office P i
10 Nenver Police Department : Investigator Kate Battan o e ettt v e
11 west Metro Fire Rescue Authority U R { Mark Pautier,
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16 investigators Financiai cost-  Undetermined € people
; - .
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COLUMBINE from 46A
the bumbs.

The unapes helped mvestigs-
tors reconcile statements fram
students who saw a guniman ina
white T-shart and Harns ina
trench coat, Harris, it turned oud,
had shed his trench coat outside
the schoat's wust dours as he and
Kiebeld walked in.

" The tape atso showed Klebold
— who'dTeft his trench coat
hehind in the Hbrary — wearing
aWlack skirt and tossing a pipe
bomb at one of the propane-tank
bombs. klebold dove behind
some tables as the pipe bomb
exploded, setting off sparks, fill-
ing the deserted cafeteria with
smoke and starting a firc.

What it didn't show was that,
by the lime the killers reached
the cafeteria, their detatled plan
had gone awry.

“Their huge bombs hadn't ex-
ploded as planmed -— when the
caleteria was full of students be-
tween 11:15 and 11:20 2.m.

So Harris und Kiebold had
started shooting on a hill outside
the back door (o the [ibrary,
killing twe and wounding eight
cthers. Then they'd gone in the
west donrs, shooting a student at
the: far cnd of @ hallway and fatal-
ly wounding teacher Dave
Sanders.

Next, they’d barged into the
library, where they killed 10 stu-
dents and wounded a dozen
more.

Ther, the cafeteria tape
showed, they went downstairs to

ity el graieipgs yaly:
hombs.

Ehye question couldn't be an-
swered: Did they nuend to die in
the firchall certain W result from
the detonation of the hombs?

But ihe discovery of the
cafeteria bombs, afong with
explusives found in the cars Har-
s and Klehold drove to
Columbine, gave investigators
freshinsight Lo the havoc the
twii teen-aprers hoped co rain on

therschool.

Each of their cars, ipvestiga-
tors found, was rigged with
cxplosives timed to blow as
pohesoffiders. fivefiphrersand s .

e
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paramedics arrived on the scene.

Harris Yelt hus car in a space
along the access driveway into
the schoot from Pierce Street.
Klehotd's vintage BMW was
parkud not far from the cafeteria,
seven spaces from the end of a
row of cars teeming with officers
after the first cali for help went
out,

The ‘war room’

Monday morning, six days
after the tragedy, the task force
mauved from Columbine (o its
new home at the Taj Mahal, the
nicknarac for the Jefferson Coun-

ty wovernment building in Gold-
o, County Commissioners
clearcd out west-wing offices to
ke Teom.

“The area would be coltectively
known 4s the “war room,” but 1t
was actually several rooms, Orie,
about 20 feet by 20 feet, held
only computers — Rapid Start,
word processors and machines
that let investygators access the
Internet and the Colorado and
national crime: databases, Anoth-
cr was divided — part work
space, part telephones. Three
other rooms housed investiga-
tors.
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The CBI, which handles most

tab work for police and sheriff's
departments across the state,
took on the ballistics testing. It

was a hig job — evidence recoy-

ered at the school showed that
Harris and Kichold fired nearly
200 rounds.

More than 100 rounds had

heen fired by law officers — bath,

those who bniefly engaged in
gunfire with the killers and the
SWAT teams that laid down
cover fire and, in some cases,
blew open doors as they
searched the school.

r

Technicians test-fired every
weapon uscd at Columbine, then
compared cvery bullet, fragment
and shell casing. The work ticd
ﬁach round 1o the weapon that

fited iL.

| traces 200,600 guns & year,

| tracked the histories of the four
| weapons Harris and Klebold had
used. In wddition; the ATFtacks

. The federal Burcau of Alcohal,
lTobacco and Fircarms, which

Investigators found Hooby traps in Dylan

Dentis SehroedctyNews Stail Photographer

bold's BMW, above,

in the high school parking lot. Simiiar explogive devices also were
found in Enc Harns' car nearby.

R

“
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led lab work on all explosives
recovered frum the school and
the cars and homes of Harris and
Klebold.
Investigators found more than
80 bombs. -

Some were pipe bombs. Oth-
ers were fashioned out of
propane camsters and CO2 (car-
bon dioxide} carlridges. Investi-
gators even found some explo-
sives containing hamemade
napalm, a jellicd form of gasoline.

The huge number of bembs
led some — including Shenff
John Stone — o beheve that
Harns and Klebold must have
had help.

But because many of the de-
vices were sosmall, investiga-
tors eventually concluded that
they could have casily been car-
ried into the scheol in duffct
hags.

! Team by team

A vital step for task force lead-

LrS Was Lo aSsign investgalors -~

from 12 local and federal agen-
Ci&S to $ix Eeams eXamining spe-
cific aspects of the come.

Arvada police detective Russ
Boatright was picked to lead the
Library Team, responsible for
unraveing the mysteries in the
rpom wherte Harms and Klebold
did most of their killing.

Boatright, 40, was no stranger
to kids and guns. In 1991, a 14-
vear-old pulled a pistol on him in
a jumior high school in Arvada.
Boatright subdued him and taok
the weapon away.

FBI Agent Rich Price, 38,
would run the Cafeteria Team. It

Eounl Clpping in Space Below]
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Esten, 49, would Tead the
Friends and Associates Team.

An undercover cop who
specialized in examining radical
arganizations, Estep favored

' jcans and work shirts uver the
suits and ties of his FBI col-
leagues. With a full beard and 2
shock of dark unkempt hai, .
Estep looked as if he could walk
into any biker bar and never draw
a suspicious glance.

But his appearance belieda
hard-headed attitude toward
crime that had carned the
respect of officers across the
metro ared during his 27-year
career.

Estep's team would look at ev-
ery triendship of Harris and Kle-
bold, every co-worker, anyone
who had regular contact with
them or knuwledge of their au',nf-l
nies.

FR! agent Mike Barnett was
handed the Qutside Teamn.

The 30-something Barnett
was the youngest team leader
But he already was a veteran of
Fuselier's domestic terrorism
squad and known for thorough-
ness.

His Leam would retrace the
movements of Harris and Kle-
bold the day of the shootings,
from the time they got up to theuwr
arrival at the school and their
first bursts of gunfire on the hill -.
outside the cafeteria, where they

T chd COLIWBINE bh 4BA°

would interview nearly 700 kids*’

who had been in the junchroom
that morning.

Price, an ex-Manne, helped
investigate the Oklahoma City
bombing 11 1995.
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COLUMBINE from 47A

shot 10 victims. The team’s
work would stop at the point the
killers entered the school behind
ahail of bullets.

CBI agent Chuck Davis, 35,
would lead the Computer Team.
He had joined CBI ip February
1995 after three years with the
Air Force Office of Special
Investigations, where he handled

- counter-espionage and child-

ptrnography investigations.

From the time he built a cam-
puter from 2 kit in high school,
Dzvis had had a passion for these
magical machines. But he alsa
carned a gun, served scarch war-
ranls, kicked in doors ahd made
arrests,

After a personne! shuffle, lead-
ership of the Threats Team
would fall to sheriff's Sgt. Rich
Webb, 49. His job was to assess
threats of school violence made
after the Columbine tragedy, a
task that eventually involved
['Bl agents across the country.

With teams in place, computer
programs organizing vast
armounts of data and evidence
collection well under way, the

investigation leaped forward. €Bi/DIs
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A media horde

Asinvestigators moved
through southern Jeffersan
County to interview witnesses
and victims, they had company.

A crush of Jocal, national and
international media — televi-

ston, radiv, newspaper, magazine
and free-lance reporters, preduc-
ers and camera crews — dogged

therr tracks.

Investigators often saw
reporters leaving the homes of
witnesses as they artived or
arriving as they left.

Steve Davis, the shenff's

spokesman who became the offi-

rial face of the investigation
around the world, couldn't keep
up with the demand for inter-
Views,

Inthe first 30 davs, s pager
heeped 1,300 imes.

Dozens of times, detectives
had 10 conduct follow-up inter-
views with students after the
kids told reporters something

different than they'd told investi-

gators.

Contioversy even erupted in-

side the investigation.
Less than three weeks after

the shootings, as the media jock-

eyed for new leads, nside Edi-
tion, anational TV news enter-
tainment show, aired a

two-year-old videotape made for

a class by four Columbine stu-
dents,

It was a spoof, depicting a
secret agent battling a mad sci-
entist trying to blow up the

school. But scenes of explosions

at Columbine and a gun-toting
studentin a raincoat took on a

sipister, almost prescient, tone in

the wake of the killings.
Reporters then discovered

that FBlagent Dwayne Fuscli-

er’s aldest son, Scolt, by thena

umiversity student studying fijm-
making in California, had created

the video in a class editing pro-
ject.

Fuselier teld Kickbusch and
Sheriff’s Capt. Dan Harris,

that would have tied Fuselier's
son Lo the killers never existed.

“There was absolutely noth-
ing whatsoever to connect
Dwayne's son to Harmis and Kle-
bold or to the event itself,” Kiek-
busch says.
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Jefferson
County Sheriff
John Stone
answers€ues-
tions about
the tragedy
hours after the

Stone made
himself acces-
sible to the
media early in
the investiga-
tion but took a
lower profite
after doubts
arose about
some of his
conclusions,

Depnis
SchrogderMews S1aff
fholographer

Nevertheless, the saturation
coverage of Columbine contin-
ued.

Weeks into the investigation,
when Kiekbusch was finzlly get-
ting five hours of sleep a night,
he Icft his house eatly one momn-

gunfire ended,

FRi-bOJS
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ing. 4 man rushed up Lo him in
his driveway. o

“He introduced himself as Mr.
Ono,” Kiekbusch recalls, "a re-
porter for Japanese television.
Heinsisted { tell him . . . (about}
the case.”

Kiekbusch was already weary
of daily calis from reporters,
answering the same questions,
over and over.

"0Oh,no," he thought. “Now
they’re going to be waiting out-
side my house."

Kiekbusch's boss, Shenff
Stone, was having his own prob-
lems with the press.

In the first weeks, he was ac-
cessible, sometimes even eager
to speak with reporters. He was
usually frank, laying out his
belief that investigaters would

find that Harris and Klebold had .

accomplices. [t led to an uncom-
fortable scene one night after
Stone granted an inferview to a
wire service reporter.

The story left the impression
that arrests were imminent,
Faced with questions from
scores of other reporters, a sher-
iff"s deputy drove to Stone’s
house, got him out of bed and
drove him back to Columbine to
backpedal for the press.

Stone, 50, 1s an unusual breed
— parl cop, part politician.

Aformer Lakewood police
officer, Stone won a seat in 1986
on the Jefferson County Com-
mission. He won two more four-
year {erms.

‘Ihen, in 1998, ke ran for sher-
iff — without the endorsement
of the Fraternal Order of Police
— and won. He took office in

January.

As a county commissioner,
he'd grown comfortable speak-
mg in public and granting inter-
views. But after his officers were
asked, more than once, to
respond to statements he'd
made early in the Columbine
investigation, his top aides pri-
vately urged him to say less.

Cops, by nature, are secretive.
Tn the biggest criminal case in

state history, some didn't want to

divulge anything publicly. Others
felt compelled to offer details toa
stunned nation.

Stone also faced public criti-
cism for some of his statements,
including his speculation the first
afternoon that the death toll
could reach 25 and that Harms
and Klebold probably had accom-
plices.

Today, Stone defends himself,
saying he was merely giving out
the best information available at
the time.

That first afternoon, he notes,
a teacher told investigators Lhere
was a “whole bunch” of kids
shooting up the school.

1t angers him that he was cnti-
cized by the same people who
clamored for information — re-
porters.

Months later, after assuming a
iower profite, Stone said he
didn’t regret his blunt comments
early on.

“] think the public’s got a ryght
to know,” he says.

Tomorrow:
The biggest question of all
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Joe Mahoney/News Staff Photographer
wree days after the tragedy, sheriff's spokesman Steve Davis plays a tape of a2 911 call made

om inside the school during the shootings. Saturation media coverage made Davis & worldwide
smbol of the law enforcement response to Columbine.
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Sheriff says
writer broke
.~ agreement

i ‘Not true,” Time says

: of Jeffco accusations

: By Kevin Vaughan and Dan Luzadder
' Nows Mt Wl

Jefersan Lounty sheriff's officials

;accuscd da T magazine correspon-
den! Sunday ol s iolating 2 condidential-
1y aeement by publishing excerpts
fromn the suicide tapes of Eric Hams

€ and Dylan KicAd.

J Late Sunday, a spokeswoman for (he
magazuwe disputed the charactenza-

‘f it iy Undersheriff fohn Dunaway.

4 That's not trwe” Timre's [hana
TPeasson sad. “We wor't get into any

= dr:t‘u§§1(n||s aheut who our sources
weTe.

. Bul Dunaway said Sunday that he
and feticrson County  Shenff fohn
Stene ayreed to let Tome correspon-
dent Tim Reche view “brief portions”
ol the tapes tu give hism a better under-
standing of the true motives of Harris
and Klebold.

Roche was traveling Sunday and
unevailable to cormmuent on the contro-
versy, learsun said.

Dunoway said he was inveived i
meetngs with Stane and Roche, dor-
g which ground rubes were discussed
fur aliowing the reporter to see the
Lapes.
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“Stone specificaliy sasd there 15 to
be no reference to the tapes or whal is
m ibem an the story,” Dunaway said
Sunday. He said Stone “was repeatedly
assyred by the Towe reporter that they
wauld not make reference to the
Lapes.”

Pearsun disputéd that account.

“Qur reporter was allowed to watch
the tapes and take duwn notes,” she

B sud. “hLots of people knew Tive was
S Teporting a story
Iﬁ "N ore ever asked us nal 1o report
1 the contents of the lapes. ... We
LP vin assure you we had explict discus
sions 2bont how these tapes would be
wsed and thal what we saw would be
- i e reverd,”
G Nattrue, Dunaway said.
Kok, Dunaway said, indscated that
& Timis was not interested in a stoey on
- Hirris and Klebold but rather a piece
of the investigation and the response
of SWAT 1eams.

Consequently, Dunaway sad, he
andi Stone believed showing portions
o the tapes to Roche would help him
develop backgreund far the story.

“Om that basts, we aliowed them to
se¢ these segments of the tapes,”
Thunawsay suid.

Kate: Kattan, the lead mvestigator in
the case. selected segments of the
13pes that she (elt would give Roche an
uiderstanding of Harris and Klebold
and their murderous plans for
Cohumbine High Scheol.

Ruche never would have been
alluwed (o see the wpes if officials
kaew he was gong tn make reference

wthem in hisstpr);nmvyayf_aid.‘ -
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just one
more lie’

Columbinevictim’s dad |
irate videatapes released |

By teff Kass
News St Wrder

Brian Rohrhuugh said he has
boety asiing fur months 0 see the
videotapes made by the Colum
buw High Schnol shouters whao
kiiled his son.

Sunday, he learnct about the
content of the tapes through the
metha.

“We were absoiclely promised
by the Jefferson County districy
alteney’s office these would riot
he reteased,” said Hehrbough.
whoese san Danicl was anong
those who died at Cojumbine,
*This is just une more lie in i lone
string of es.”

T magazine antounced Sun-
v L was sunriay o oslory with
eacerpls of the videatapes miade
pv shionters Enc Harrnis and Dylan
Blebold i the davs before their

puprded. The Shenfls Depart-
mern! sxd Sunday Tren was told
that viewmny the tapes was fu
backgrond nformtuue wndy, and
they were not i be vicerpled.

Rohibough sard that woday he
would demand tu see the tapes.

Awhorities alao allowed 1he
Lineer Rocky Muaptain Neiezs 1o
view the tapes after Pone ceieased
115 fortheoming afticle.

Ruhibough sard s ex-wife, Sue
Fetrone, was equally enraged over
the release of the iniormation.

"Theyre fit ta be tied,” he sind
«f Porrone and her liusband.

Rnbrborgh said the informatien
un the lapes bemng reported m the
media s helpmg him undersiand
the shootitg a bit mue. He said he
has leamed of signs the pureats of
the shealers might have caught.

“Clearly, they tel) a tale of par-
vnts wha, if they didnt know,
everyone wanis 1o know how they
didn't knaw,"” he said.

Rohrhough said the release of
the tapes in the media comes at a
purticulatly difficult ume — the
first Christmas after Columbine

and one of the toughest hahdays
Lhat victines' fauniftes may face.
“Anyone with the slightest Jev-
el of decency wuuld have let the
faruilies who requested to see
theer tnes see them,” he said,

~ Rehrbrugh was particularly
trked by a comimen” made by load
meestigator Kate Battan in Timee
saving she works for tee victis.
If thal was the case, he sad, fam-
ihes would have scen the videos
firss.

Rohelxiugh does no blane the
medin for pursuing the 1apes hut
alames the authoritics for pefess.
ing them.

“Apparently, Jefferson Counts
feels Teme magazine has mase of 2
it to koow than the victms'
fmmelics,” Rohrbough said

Rahrbough said he was actuall-
mierviewed by Time for the arts.
cle but was surprised Yy the con-
tents. He said qe had ment.oned
wanbag tasee the lapes. "'
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} But tapes by gunmen
don’t explain motives

By Dan Luzadter

N Nt by

The ramblimg home videos
made by Unlwinbine High Schooi
kiilers Eric Harns and Prvlan Kle-
bald  shocked investigators bui

did Litte to explam the pau's

GARY MASSARO
Colummist Gary Massaro is o
vauatan.

(Magn_l Chpping in Space Below)
—— Y THELE Dek

Date J : . Lo \
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\]Edmon: S
|
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s i fedidd g,
-3/1” e Sﬁ?cz Aoy

motives.

“Thin doesn’t solve anything
for us,” sad Jefierson Counmy
sherifi’s Sgt. Kandy West, second
in command of the Criumbine
mvestigation, It just hurts some
peuple who were probahly not
aware of some of these things.”

Detectives in the biggest
crimunal case in Colorado history
said Sunday that they found the
tapes disturbing. They have
viewed themn more than a dozen
times, Jouking for wsights into
the atlack.

John Brwkbusch., head of the
Columbine nvestigation, said
Sunday that he had never seen

- ile
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anything like the tapes — made
bufore a crime was commilied,

“It's a fandy unique thing,” he
said. “'They way the two of them
tnteract s discomferting 1o
walch.”

1e sand investigators are disap-
pointed that the contents of the
videos became public Sunday be-
cause the detais help the two
killers [uifil! their ulimate pgoal:
nolanety.

“This was their legacy.” said
Kickbusch, law enforcement
chief for the Jefferson County
Shenf's Department. "This 18
exactly what they wanted,”

He sard he fears the details will

indexinp.

Submitting Office:

ST B0 f
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Harris, Klebold videos shock investigators

burt a comebuney alrcady  bat-
tered by the Columbine tragedy.
But he said once Tvmr magazine
revealed details of the tapes Sun-
day, officials could net logally
deny access to other media.

Kiekhusch said the tapes made
it "abundantly clear that no one
else was involved in Lthe attack on
Colunebine.”

“The pnde they loenk in huing
ahle to conceal what they were
doing s obvious,” Kiekbusch said
of Harris and Kilebold,

West said some of the tapes,
vicwed by detectives after the
kiliings, left some investigators in
tears.
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Harris, Klebold apologize, brag
in videos made days, minutes
before attack on Columbine

By Dan Luaadder, Kevin Vaughan

and Karen Abbott

News Staff Writers

A hali-hour before they launched the
deadliest school shooting in U.S. history,
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebuld Look a couple
af minutes (o say goodbye.

It was just before 11 am._ on April 20,
They clicked on the video camera one last
time ity Harris® suburban home.

[ just wanled to apologize to you guys

INSIDE THE
COLUMBINE
INVESTIGATION
Second of a
three-pan
special report/7a

o Tapes disturbing
for detecives/28K

for any crap,” the 18-
ye.arvold Harris says.
“Ta everyone | love,
I'm really sorry

about all thas,

"1 know my mom
and dad will be just
shocked
beyond belief.” -

Klebold, 17, takes
amoment to record a
tn his mem

m Parent angry media
got apes Arsy29A

and dad.

“Just know I'm
going to a hetter
place,” he says., "I

thdn't like life too much, and | know I'll be

: happy wherever the f—1ga.” ‘
While the Leen-agears express remorse in

some tapes, they spew plans for mass mur-

der in others.

"The most deaths in U.S. history,” Kie-

boid says.

&
I didnt like life too much. ...
F'm going to kill you all.”
— Dytan Klabold

As Klebuld says this, Harris kisses the
gun he's cradling in his arms. He has nick-
aamed il "Arlene” alter a character in the
feam video game.

“Hopefully,” Harris adds.

“We're hoping,” Klébold says. "We're
hoping.

&d
If you 've going to go psycho and
kill @ bunch of people, do it right.”
— Erlc Harvls

*Thope we kill 250 of you.”

The chilling messages were in a series of
videotapes that Jefferson County sheriff's
investigators found in Harris’ home the day -
of the shootings at Columbine High School
that killed 12 students and one teacher. Har-

ris and Klebold then toak their own lives. ’OL//; ‘Dfu’? 3 E}";m

The tapes, made in Harris' home in the
weeks before the attack on the school, were
reviewed Sunday by the Denver Rocky
Mountain News.

Undersheniff John Dynaway allowed the
News to watch the tapes after Time maga-
zine released a story Sunday containing
excerpts from the films.

The existence of the tapes had coma fo
tight Nov. 12, when sheriff's Detective Kape
Battan, the iead investigalor, read excerphs
duning the sentencing of Mark Manes, 22,
who sold the killers one of their guns. | ¢ b

Harxis and Klebold made the home nJ
€os on several occasions -~ the first slightly
more than a month belore they carm:d nut
their attack.

The tapes contain profane language and
racial slurs,

In one segmenst, Hagris and K}ebold
spend more than an hour discussing their
hatred for humanity and their fellow siu-
dents, whom they vowed to kill. They name
some of the classmates they hope to mur-
der, although it isn’t clear whether any of
thase students were killed or wounded,

The March 15 tape, flmed in Lhe base-
ment of Harris' home using a statiopary
camera, captures images cf the two boys
[runging in recliners.

It was after 1 a.m. They sip Jack Danjel's
frorn a quart bottle as they talk.

“I'm going to kill you ali,” Kiebold says.

A moment later, Harris raises his sawed-
off pump shotgun and pents it al the cam-
era.

As the tape rolls, Harrs® parents, Wayne
and Kathy Harris, slcep upstairs.

Killers taped chilling goodbye
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Killers showed arsenal on wdeo

TAPES hom 44

A couple of umes, Richod
warnx s frend ro talk more
safily

“You guys will all die, and it
will he soon” [Harmis
qays. 1 kope you get an wea of
what we'te implving here. You
2l neied 10 die We need to die,
0.

“We noeed e f-
satt the revolutin heve

The ddisturbing imaskes
-whn(kml mwesligatnrs.,
i 55 ke lit-

Kl sant

\-hI.Hff*- [hvesin (.‘uef Joha
Riewhusch, who headed the
investigation. “Bur ihen you
tintik went

Al one pewil in thea March 15
tspe, The teen-pge Kiliers end
ther conversatom o take a
viden lour of llarris' room.
whete the Jrsenal was siored,

Klebold carvis (he camera as
Harnis shows nfl pipe bombs,
quis and anemumtion.

Sithng on the Nloor beneath
SOMME magsines is i white plas-
e hiox l’lled with pipe buwnlbs
antd ammumibon - shotpun
shells and twe buxes of 9 mm
bulers. The boys tali abowt a
eoffee can il of gunpoewder.

Harris opens a drawer on his
dusk and pults cut a biuck, two-
kel wtanim and Lilks abinut
ct 2 homb, He
' Al box 't of
carbon-disxide cantnidges
arappert with duct lage, 1y

helil bueke h L
homemade

" Harns opens atmther Jesk
drawer, re veuheg s gieee ol the
Tsndle GF ane o thn:,awm -t
.\hn(mm\

Ther Iy pulls swr a black
bantled combat kmic 1n oa
shesin, 3 swastika serateie]

Daomrs St S PholopRisne

Investigators document ard mark evidence at the cnme scene outside Columbine High School on
Aprit 21, the day after Eric Hamis and Dylan Kiebold kified 13 people before kiting themselves.

irte tue surface Hangngy or
walb 15 a H0-freal cml of green
fuee
i s spens a CT) box, show-
¢

ity frnm T
+

s dar 2 Ldrensne!
clips {ur 20 mm <:u!-m-|:ﬂ( the
Curoed  mta

Twer lade:
Lu!,r'u :

a huikshel 4 s hidchen
raliarge e ok,

The two brag about hrding
their lols of death — ond abowt
the riose calis alung 1he way

tlarns shows off a black tack-

e box wath
CQUIpMLNE i .

The bays talk openiy about
cunceclimg ther plan under the
neses of aususpeeting parents
crds. They Ltk abaut the

= homb making

v lhox - and ook only the
e homilys st ot i
Tuey mentien e Hme
th trean (zreen Mo
Gues called s honwe.
Harris answered the phan
The hips ate n, the etk
snid.
Wayne llarcis nid the clerk

El

i

he hadr't orcdeaed any caps o a
pun. Bur Hamms said kis father

ever asiond whether the cailer
hud the right phone numher,

Had somenne asked gues-
Hgas, Apreh 20 might have been
suskinether day, the birys say.

“We wouldi't bi- able Lo do
whal we're g to dn' Kie
bl savs.

Richukl mezalls the tme s
porenis walked o his bedroom
while e was trvitg om his
tenh copt W see whether

SeP I’N“ESon IIOA

a ?ucky'hloun\anrNews o /J; .

o 1. .
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vestigalors iokog for homb making rhaterals i the home: of Dylan Keboid, left. Kicholg and Ent Hasas made therr vioeotapes al Harns' home, aght.

Gunmen hoped survivors have flashbacks

WPES from 28A

auld coanceal the shotpin
slernealin

“They did't even Enow 1 win
wie, Rlebold says

Harsis recomrls the day e was
mie 2 evm bag he aalled e
sorist bag” through his
wse. His mother saw che butt
agun stcking ant of the sppua,
peusid o was noshing
ter thap bs HB gun.

At onc pomt, Kiebold backs ow
the oo and psefends te e
eS| aother
Harris waves al the camra.
“He mom,” e saps

The kallers' parents were fre-
eni wpies ol some scotwms af
< lapues .
C s ent i e Desr - —
oiis | Fave ever known,

Hot g seevs. "My Al 1 pieat |
wish fwin g f saciopath s
| didu’t have any remorse, but |
o,

“Fhis s geing tbear them
apart,” e sayn, ey walb aever
forgret it ™ R

o addressing e parents
chiectly, Haenis sdids:

“Thite s whing fan puys
coukl have tone W prevent any of
this.”

KletrAd wasvs lie could wnagine
s pasents
could have e
us torund this -

Harrix adds: Il anly we wonlkd
e seinched then room. Tonly
we woule have ashed te cight

hedd thert sorie,

o

s alout his muther
reimg thogehtid, bhoinpmg b
candy anedl SN Jims.

“1 really am sarry abour all

s, he 50y s,

Then Kleivsddl zjicaks

“They gave me my (—--
il ohald savs of his narents
IS up taane whai | ee with

Elarris shrups.

“My parents wrugtht have ntade
key that they weren't
really aware of.”

Klebold rabis about his parcats
and how they tougle her sell-
relianer,

"l appreciate Ehat,'” he says,

Besr pust as they warry abowt
the bk thear vampage will lase on
Ltheir pareats, they say they hope
rvtven s will ga msane.
enple have fash-
5.

They speak & length about abi
the peaple wha had wionged
tlermn

“You've mven us s—- lor
years,” Kiebold says. "You'te [

— - pung 16 pany for 211 the s-
“We don™ pve st

were pon o die doing i’
Thewdream nf1he ke ot

thai they plan 1o defonale aga
ansuspeebny stadents in the
~chel cafeteria

Aml they inper that one iay
Hudlywood dineclors weld fight
‘or the nighl 1o 2¢ thew stary,

Tt they say they can't decude
whetber Steven Spielbery or
Quertin Tarunting skould deect
the fiim. according Lo an excerpt
cited by Thane,

The tapues previously hisd bveen
a closely held secret part of tne
sheriff*s investigalion.

The final veport of the cight-
month probe s expreted tn be
relersed pext month

Biut cven then, sherifi's af
iy have said they expectoi 1o
hhale! Lhe Lipes and other key

eewignce flisn pabhc wiew, 1isog
the s aveshgat:on and
fears that Lthey wiuld hart the
famibes of those killed and
wonnded ot Celimbune.

The st tape, made 5 short
time betore llarss and Klehold
headed to Columbme. begins
with s speaking, saying
puodbye to s parenls.

“It's what we had (0 dn,” Kle
hotd N
Thye kllers 1hen offer the con
wets of Then reoms 1o twe of

shet Irscnds,
Ihat's 4, * Harets fnally =ays,
“Serry. Goodbye.”

Then Iebold sticks s Face
e the frome.

“Latindhy
Adelronat reperting by st
werier Ly Faartels

L%
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Columbine families view
killers’ tapes, express
outrage at media release

By Holly Kurtz and Lynn Barteis
News Staff Writers
Families of the Columbine High
victims for the first time Monday
watched the painful videotapes of
Dylan Klehold and Eric Harris
C e

plotting to kill ;

their  loved
ones.

“I was all
very had,” said
Brad Bernall,
whose daughter
Casste died in
the massacre.

The viewing
came just hours
after the Jeffer-
son  County
Sheriff's Depart-
ment apologized
for showing the
tapes to Time
magazine before
the families.

Outraged par-

M Tapes hornt-
ble and heart-

i breaking/6A

| Minside the

| Columbine in-
veshgation
LAST OF 3 FARTS/ 7A

B Shoels family
to leave Coi-
arado/33A

W leffco sheriff
[ faces anather
storm/34A

W Dusty
Saunders: TV
cautious/34A

M Owens: Gun

faws didn't
WOrk/3TA

enls criticized
Sheriff John Stomc, saying their
requests to see the tapes had been
repeatedly refused.

“I don’t know who to be more
upset with, Thre magazine or the
Sheriff's Department,” said Con-
nie Michalik, mother of wounded
Columbine student Richard
Castaldo.

Investigators scized three
homemade videotapes from liar-
ris" home in the days after the
April 20 sheoting that left 13 dead
and about two dozen wounded.

The tapes show the cold-Blood-
ed killers painstakingly planning
the attack they hoped would pro-
duce a high body count, a cultlike
fan ciub and famous film directors
vying to Lell their story.

They named who they planned to

See TAPES on 38A
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Brad Bernall, above,
father of shooting
victim Cassie
Bernall, talks with
reporters outside of
the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Depart-
ment on Monday.

At right, Angela
Sanders, daughter
of teacher and
shooting victim Dave
Sanders, at her
Aurora home.

) (Mounl VChpung in Szace Below)

Linda McGonnellMNews Staff Photographer
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Sherlff’s office says Time

TAPES from SA

kill — although investigators say ali
of their victims were random —— and
showed off the arscnal of rifles and
homemade borabs they had hidden
in Harrs' bedroom.

The sentors ranted and rambled
about minorities, “white trash™ and
classmates who had picked on them
siice clementary school — in
short, evervone.

“I've narrowed it down,” Klebold
said on one tape. “It's humans |
hatc.

“(z0d doesn't exist.”

Said Harris: “We're going to die
Kilbing vou.”

Colpmbine parent Dale Todd,
whose son Evan was injured in the
library, said he doesn’t blame the
hoys' parents because the teens had
hidden what they were up to.

“They were the kids next door,”
he sad. "They could be anybody's
kid.”

Time created a frenzy when it
announced Sunday that it had seen
the tapes and had made them their
vover story. Because the magazine
had seen the tapes, the sheniff's
office agreed o the Denver Rocky
Mountain News™ request Sunday to
alsu view the tapes.

All of the mediz were shown the
tapes al noon Monday under the
condion no audio or videotapes be
made. Vicwng for the families was
later that afternoon.

Sheniff's officials apologized for
causing the families pain. But they
defended their actions by saying the
Time reporier agreed to use the
tapes as background, not as infor-
mation i 4n article.

“The only thing we did wrong
was trust Time,” Deputy Wayne
Holverson said.

Time denies having any such
arrangement.

Brian Rohrbough, whose son was
killed Apnil 20, heaped blame on the
shenff’s office.

“Jeffersun Countv is lying

through their teeth now,” he said.

But Larry Nimmo, whose step-
daugher Rachel Scott was the first
one killed, said he believes the
Time reporter “snookered” the
sherif.

“There's no reason to bchove
they didn’t lie,” he said of Timne.

Tom Mauser, whosc son Danicl
died m the attack, said he couldn’t
belicve the tapes were released
during the holiday season, and he
called the sheriff's office.

He said Undersheriff Jjohn Dun-
away called him back and apolo-
mized.

The Sherifi’s Department ad-
ministration approved showing the
tapes to Time, Holverson said.

District Attorney Dave Thomas
and Jefferson County Schools Su-
perintendent Jane Hammond also
said they had been caught off guard
and that the families should have
secn the tapes first.

Angela Sanders, whose father
died while trying to save his sto-
denis, was upset.

“We're the victims' families, and
the first place we hear anything is in
the papet. And it's been that way all
along, and it's really fustrating,”
said Sanders, daughter of reacher
Dave Sanders.

As the press showing was get-
ting under way, Columbine parents
Randy and Judy Brown showed up
and demanded to be admitted.

A shenff's official tried 1o keep
Lthetn out.

“Are vou going 1o arrest me if Iy
go in that room?” Randy Brown
angrily asked before storming into
the showing.

Officers dida't stop him.

“Rather than have o knockdown
drag out with them, we allowed
them n,” said Holverson.

“They wanted to watch the
tapes, and we figured this was as
good a time as any.”

What the Browns saw on the
tapes turned their stomuchs.

Ut ih’t end of mnocence, isn't

LL\.»LL——* e

lied about use of tapes-:;

mtion:

1t?” Randy Brown said.
They had long held out hope that

D o

{inghcate page, name of

newspaper. city ahd state.)
Denver Rocky Mountain News

1999  Tuesday

YRV

& -m

?J LE

,r‘r\A PP

Kichold, the boy they had krown

since second grade, was somthuwDN 57419-

dragged into the shooting plot by
Harns.

A year before the shootings, the
Browns had warned the sheriff that
Harns was extremely viokent, but
detectives did not follow up.

Judy Brown sat on the floar,
watching the hateful, expletive-
laced ramblings. At times, she cov-
ered ber mouth in horror, especially
when Klebold enticized his family.

The gunmen oniy filmed one
video at Klebold's home, a dress
rehearsal on April 17 for whik they
planned to wear during the attack
four days later,

In 2 stunning image of evil vs.
innocence, Klebold's tuxedo for the
prom the next day hung on his clos-
et door as he donned black pants. a
skinning knife, two weapons,
ammunition and a black trench coat.

They laughed about the poetry
they had written in class that day,
about stopping violence and hate.

In thetr one-minute, 20-sccond
eoodbye tape made the morning of
the shootings, Harris meationed
two fricnds, Nate Dykeman and
Chris Morris. He told them if they
survived the attack, they could
have his belongings.

“Tt's amazing, the anger they
had. It's unbelievable,” said Mark
Tayior, who was severely injured in
the attack. “It helps me understand
why thev didit.”

On the tape. Klebold had said,
“Evervone has to go through hell,
Everyone has to suffer.”

And evervone associated with
Columbinc has.

Contact Holly Kiertz ot (3031 892-5082
or kurtzidrockymowntatnews.com.
Lyun Bartels is at (303) 892-5327 or
bartelsi(Crockymountainnews.com,

Additional reporting by Tillic Fong,
Kevin Vaughan, Gary Massaro, Ann
Carnahan and Bill Scanion.

FRI/DOS

[,



g
FO-350 (Pev 5881 . . (/ {_f_z‘)& { (vl- A

(indicale page. neme ol )f ,;(‘ ,2‘

newspaper, cty ang state.) g,
Denver Rocky Mountain News

Denver, GO

(Maunt Chpping in Space Below] |
T \pate: December 14, 1999  Tuesday

lganon: Metro Denver

\

Tile: ()}[iu_{‘a C}c"th ‘z‘f_a{”i fts

('[;((‘L,lu‘... I.L

v i,(h L '{ll,j;.‘.’

.-‘L\._ [P { ‘{It“,-,.xl;;\-.—\.

pes

|Chnracler:
i or
Classiication:
Submitting Oftice:

Tuesday, Decernber 14, 1996 .

ADAME
ARAPANGE

- Imm R

Fi

1 A
A
i’:m S

By Kevin Vaughan
News Staff Writer

ndexing:

Jefferson County Sheriff John
Stone found himsel! and his de-
partment snagged by another
public-relations disaster Monday.

The latest controversy centers
on Stone's decision to allow a
national magazine reporter and
then the Deaver Rocky Mountain
News 10 view videotapes made by
Columbine High killers Eric Har-
ris and Dylan Klebold, infuriating
the families of some of those
killed and wounded Aprit 20).

Earlier this year, Stone found
himself under fire for his specula-
tion and accusations about the -
volvement of others in the
Columinne killing plot.

“How do you go about
impeaching a sheriff,’”” asked
Columbine parent Randy Brown,
whose son has been a target of
somce of Stone's accusations.

“It’s not the press’ fault — the
sheriff should be ashamed of him-

self, again.” E .
On Monday, Stone was no- (Jy

where to be found. He did not
show up at a news conference, LT e B

and he could not be reached at R S P ‘_"q
home. P 4}43

[nstead, Deputy Wayne Holver-
son had the task of facing report- b ' ,
ers and answermg the ceiticism. .

Hoiverson said Stone. along t /.
with Undersheriff John Dunaway, ‘ /\
was helping make atrangements 5

1 74A-DR-575619-
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Luke Clarke, Suburban Editor —

1

with families to view the video- A

tapes.

“They're the ones that we care N !

the most about,” Holverson said. (//*/
OUn Sunday, Dunaway told the ‘

Denver Rocky Mountain News that

he and Stone ailowed the Time

reporter to sec Lhe tapes with the

agreement that the information

] ‘ on them was not to be the subject

of a story.

Instead, Dunaway said, he and . ey
O EVAEIN 2%
: P [ 0 -
/
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Sheriff gets flak for decision

to show Columb
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Judy and
Randy
Brown,
friends of

the Klebold

family, leave
the Dakota
Building in
Golden on
Monday
after viewing
videotapes .
of the
Columbine
High School
shootings
involving
Dylan
Klebaold.
Cyrus McCrimman

News Staff
Prolographer

Swone hoped to give the reporter
instght fte the actions of Harris
and Klcbold.

“The viewing was allowed with
the clear understanding that it
was for background purposes only
and not to be referenced i the
Time atticle in any manner,” the
sheriff's office saud in a statement.

On Monday, Time Managing
Editor Walter Isaacson denicd
violating any agrecement.

As part of the magazine cover-

age, Stone and Dunaway posed for
a phota with three of the four gins
used by the ksllers.

Stone's earlier problems began
on the day of the shooting, when
he wrongly announced the dcath
toll could climb as high as 25.

Later, he found himself contra-
theting department spokesmen on
several occasions when he an-
nounced that he suspected others
were involved and insinuated that
the department was moving close

R

o arrests.

Monday, other fefferson County
authorities dechined to discuss the
decision by Stone and Dunaway to
allow media access to the tapes.

“I'm not 1n z position to ade-
quately comment on what the
sheriff did or did not do,” said Dis-
trict Atterney Dave Thomas.

Additional reporling by Staff
Writer Lynn Bartels.
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Columbine High Schoot wdeqtapc

| Enc Harris left, and Dylan Klebold appear on a surveillance tane
‘in Co!umbme Hrgh Schoo! cafeteria during attack on Aprit 20, -

Killers says his parents were not
'to blame for Columbine killings -

lOI.IRNALfrcmSA

“War 1s war and this 15 war"”
Harris savs. “I've declared war on
the human race.”

Al one point, Harris notes, he
has only “seven and one-third”
days left until “it's over.”

He takes time to scold a half-
dozen girls who apparently
wouldn't date him. He then seems
Lo grow contemplative.

“Oh, God,” he says, “this came
up so quickly. It's pretty weird
knowing that you're going to die.”

lle 1alks about the work he still
has to do in his and Klebold's “two-
man war against everyone-else.”

Then he wrns his attention to
his journal.

One of the first pages lists per-
haps a douzen Columbine students
from the class of 1998 that Harns
says he would have liked to kill.

On another page, Harris lists
some kids who apparently werc
intended vicims — ‘‘Scoop,”
"Pretty Boy" and “The Man in
the Yellow Hat.”

“You're lucky you got out when
voudid,” he says.

He descnbes the smgle -spaced,

handwntten pages as “'the thought
process, the evolution I've gone
through for the past year,”

On the bottem of one page, Har-
ris draws a swastika and an “SS,”"
a possible reference 1o Hitler's
secrel police.

The last entry was made on
April 3.

Then the journal tediously lists
details about the weapons and
bombs amassed by Harris and
Klebold — the number of bullets,
the weight of explosives. One sec-
tion describes six baiches of pipe
bombs that Harris calls by the mil-
itary nicknames “Alpha,” “Beta,”
“Charlie,” "Delta,” “Echo” and
“Foxtrot.”

He detuils their tests on home-

made napalm, a jellied form of
gasoline, and plans for rocket
launchers.

Harris includes several draw-
ings from Doom, his favorite video
geme, and diagrams for the way he
and Klebold planned to carry thewr
gear.

Contact Kevin Vaughan at
(303} 892-5019 or vaughank
@rockymountainnews.com.
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Owens: Laws
didn’t prevent
Columbine

Governor criticizes tapes’
exclusive release, iming

' BylobnSanko
Nives Capitol Burvan

The wideotapes made by Eric
! Harris and Dylan Klebold show
' t{pugher gun control laws wouldn't
{ have stopped the Columbine kill-
ars, Gov. Bill Owens said Monday.

“f think the facts show that Mr.
Harris and Mr. Klebold broke 17 or
18 or 19 scparate laws to do what
they did. There wouldn't bhave
heen any hesitation breaking sev-
eral more,” Owens said.

Although Owens said he will
push for mandatory background
checks on all weapons sold at gun
shows and raising the age from 18
to 21 for handgun purchascs, he
added. "do you think these killers
would have stopped had they had
1o go and get a background check
al a gun show?”

The guns used at Columbine
were purchased at a gun show in
Adams County by friends of the
lwa killers, officials sad.

The tinung of the rejcase of the
tape, two weeks before Christmas,
and their initial showing ta a Time
maguzine reporter surprised
Owens, who said the victims” fam-
ilies should have been forewarned.

“First of all, | probably wouldn't
have myself given it as an exclu-
sive toa national news magazine,”
said Owens, who hadn't viewed
the tapes. “This is a Colorado
issue. [f 1 had had those tapes, |
would have --- when the tune was
appropriate -— shared them cgnal-
ly with all news outlets rather than
wiving a national exclustve. . ..

e e e b e K

“Secondly, | would have 10 have
a conversation with the shueriff's
department in terms of the Gming,
Two weeks before Christmas? s
this really the time 1o re-open
Columbine? It's a tough time 1o be
reliving Columbine right now.”

Twelve students and a teacher
died April 20 beforc Harns and
Klebold wurned the weapons on
themselves.

Owens predicted that “a sigmfi-
cant portion” of the gun-control
measures he wants will be ap-
proved during the upcoming legis-
lative session.

He also wants tougher laws for
people who buy guns for criminals
or children, a safe storage law for
guns in homes where children
have access to them, and the in-
clusion of juvenile records in back-
ground checks.

Owens said he doesn't expect a

bill setting rules for Coloradans to
‘get permits for concealed guns
will reach his desk next vear. A bill
died n the legislature this vear
after the Columbine shootings.

“We're not dealing with gun
issues mn a vacuum, and Colum-
bine did change the dynamics of
what we can do n Colorado in
lernts of guns,” Owens said.
Contact John Sanke at (303} 892-
5404 ar sankaf@irockymounlar-
REWS.COM,
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Killers had ;
N . 6

unrealistic

view of death

By Ann Imse
News Statf Writer

Dylan Kiebold and Eric
Harms didn’t rezlly un-
derstand the concept of
death, a psychologist said
Monday.

In the tapes Kicbold and
Harris made before they
died, Klebold savs to his par-
ents, “Just know I'm going to
a better place. 1 didn't like life
too much, and I know I'll be
happy wherever the {---1go.”

The teens also speak of
hoptng the afterlife will be a
dreamlike state.

“Tlopefutiy,” Harris says at
onc point, ‘‘death is like
you're in a dream state for all
of eternity.”

They both also imagine it

might be like 2 level of Deom
— the violent video game the
vouths played for hours.

“Klebold is clear about
going to another place,” said
John Dicke, who has a doctor-
ate in psychology and 1s a
lawyer. “There's a magical
quality. It's not a hell. They'll
walk through 4 door and
corne out on the other side.”

Dicke said such views are
“typical in children and ado-
lescents. It's what you'd
expect from a de-
velopmentally arrested kid.”

Although Harns' parents
were marricd in a Christian
church, he shows no fear of
an eternity in hell, Kiebold's
mother’s family was Jewish, a
religion that emphasizes
good works while someone is
alive.

But Kiehold insists there iy
no God.

Dicke also noted the teens
“seem o be so awarce of what
their parents are going to
think and how they are going
te hurt them,” but they go
ahead with their mass killing
anyway.

N _
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“Etther they have no con-

science, or they are deliber-
ately destroying their par-
ents' lives,” he said. “At
some level, they know and
they don't care.”

Psychologist Carolee Nim-
mer of Kaser-Permanente
warncd that the videotapes
could re-trigger the trauma
for survivors.

Even people wha felt they
were getting better eight
months after the tragedy
could suffer symptoms of
post-traumatic stress again,
Nimmer said.

She was particularly dis-
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dto talk to kids

ers’ hombs and guns were in their

turbed by Harris' taunt that the
killers would come back and haunt
the survivors as ghosts, causing
flashbacks and driving them insane.

“Those are essentially post-
traumatic stress symptoms —
flashbacks, nightmares, anxiely,
feeling like vou're going crazy,”
Nimmer said. “Suggesting that
Eric 1s somehow causing that

could be really distressing.”

But as difficult as it might be to
read about or view the videotapes,
Picke believes that “victims need
to know this stuff — the sense-
lessness, the randomness. Tt filis
in more pieces of the puzzle, and
that's what people who have been
traumatized need to deal with 1t

effectively.”

_ Finally, Nimmer has a sugges-
tign tor parents who read about
the videotapes and worry for their

vwn children,

"“What 1hey should do is talk o
their kids ... and ask if they are

upset,”’ Nimuner said.

Parents who read that the kill-

F o |
Fo

Lo

ol - Hpaxife .

8D

rooms debated Monday whether
they should search their own chil-
dren's rooms,

" a parent feels the need lo
look in a child's room, they need to
lalk to the child about it frst,”
Nimmer advised, “Say that, T'm
concerned about what you're do-
ing . . . and I'm going to go look in
your room now,' "

Children might still be angry,
but at least they will understand,
Nimmer said.

Parents should apoiogize for the
violation of privacy but move im-
mediately to a discussion of the
issue that fed 1o the search, she

advised.
Parents also lend 1o lell ther
ks whal thev think, nsiead of

asking the child what he or she
woule Ao in a particular situation,
Nimmer satd.

“Sometimes, kids will open up
mare than parents rvealize, if they
are offered the upportumty.”

- }
Conlact Ann Imse at 303-892-5. ,7 ) /}/1/\
or tisea@ rockymountaintnews. com. vz !
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Shoelses fear
life in state,”

fplan to move

Tcan’t stand to lose
.another child or family |
‘member,” dad says

T By April M. Washington
- and Lynn Bartels

! Neries Stutf Wepters

¢ Michael and Vonda Shoels were
tfrightened. of living inn Colorado
Tever betore they heard about the
Tgunmien's videatapes.

The deep-seated racism and
hate that led two teen-agers to
fopen fire on Columbine High
Scheol, killing their son. lsaiah,
have only heightened their fears,

“We all know what was said in
that schiool,”” Micheal Shoels said.
"We know they were runming
through that the schont hollering
‘et the n--—---0 I'mogetting mv
fanuly oot of this state. I can’t
stand to lose another child or fam-
ity member ... with this racial ha-
tred.”

The Shoelses said they will
move next month e Houwston,
where they hope to rebuild their
lives and regain some privacy.

Isaiah Shoels, 18. was one of
twe minorities kitled April 20, §n
all. 13 people were killed beture
the gunmen commitied suicide.

Erc Hurns, 18, and Dylan Kle-
bold, 17, made videotapes hefore
the shootings, degrading blacks,
Hispanics, Jews and wamen.

But they didn't limit their ven-
ont to mimorities,

“I've narvowed it dewn, it's
humans that | hate,” Klebold said
un ihe tape.

Nonetheless, bhoth boys made
derogatory remarks about blacks,
particularly when they showed off
the arsenal they had amassed to
:iiestroy their schaol.

Thev held up a4 huge hunting
knife und then marveled that it had
onby cost 815, They joked the
knife came with @ “free n---- 10
cutup.”

The Shoelses say they no tong-
er feel Colorado s a safe place to
rear their childeen. The couple
fears Isagh's siblings could be-
come the targets of violence if
thev remain here.

Reveat criticism of the family s
alse prompuing the move to lHous-
Lon.

Since their son's death, the
Shoelses have became the subject
of media and public scrutiny.
Many have accused thermn of trylhy
to cxploit Isaah's death for per-
sunat and financial gam.

“We had tn get out of Colorado
hecause people are using us as
seapegoats,” Shoels said, "They
want us to he quiet and to shut up
and stop speaking out against the
hate and racism that cul down
Isaah far too soon,

The family came under attack
after hiring famed Michigan attor-
ney Geoffrey Fieger whe filed o
$250 milbon wrongful death law-
suit aganst Hamis and Klebold's
parents in May. Movre than adozen
other families filed similar law-
suits or letters of mtent to sue in
October.
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Care planned |
in tape airmg

News directors |
at Denver tele-
visian statfons have
adopted a cau-
tionary slance on |
whether 1o show |
the controversial
videutapes made by
: Eric Harris and
. Busty Dyian  Kiebold
: Saunders before their
‘ TSR Columbine ram-

On TV page.

Al four agrecd
the tapes, excerpls of which have
: heen reported in Time and the Den-
¢ ver Hocky Mowntam News, would be
[ judged for news value and would not
! automatically be put on the air mn

raw form.

A spokesman for the Jefferson
County Shetiff's Department pave
no indication Monday when orif the
tapes would be available to the sta-
tins.

TV reporters were allowed o
view them without benefit of audio
or video equipment.

“If and when the tapes are avail-
able, we'll see if segments contain

mvcsttgatzon of the Columbine
tragedy.” said Channel 4's Angie
Kucharski. “But we will not ar
thery Hlmply for a sensationalistic
display.”

Diane  Mulligan of Channel 7
noted that any airing of the tapes
wouid be “a hard call.”

Moit eallers during Peter Boyles
newscast on Channel 7's Speakout
Manday voiced opposition to awing
the tapes and objected to the release
without notifying fam:hes of vic-
ums,

s A o ————— d—— it s

information which would further the

“We certainly wouldn't air the
tapes for gratuitous rcasons,” smd
Channel 9's Patti Dennis. Dennis
added "“The timing of all this —
during the Christimas scason — 1s
lousy. The holiday time 15 tough
enough on the Columbine families,
Now they have to deal with this.”

Denmis said most callers 1o the
Channel 9 newsroom voiced un-
happiness about the relcase and the
fact family members weren’t in the
toop.

“What would be the value?”
Steve Grund of Channel 2 asked
rhetorically. “Ainng the tapes woukd
be, in essence, like pouring vinegar
into open wounds. “We will report
whaids on the tapes.”

Nattonal TV news organizations -
have made no announcements |

about broadcasting the tapes.

The tapes and the controversy
surrouning their release were a
major subject on national newscasts
and cable talk proprams Monday
CNN, which, like Time, is owned by
Time Warner, provided extensive
coverage mainly through interviews
with Time reporter Timothy Roche,

Dusty Saunders co-hosts the KHOW
Radicidedia Show, 10 a.m. o noon, Sun-
days. Conlact htm af (303) 892-5137 or
saundersdi@rockvmountainnews.com.
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Revealing Columbine videos

_— ne anguished question
THE ISSUE: echoed down through
Harris, idebold  the weeks after the shoot-
recorded thelr  ings at Columbine High
grisly plans Schoot —Why?

—————e - — In their gnief and anger;

OUR VIEW: people sought for any hint
Yapes should of an explanation, any glim-
have been mer of nsight into the

relsased, but minds of Enc Harris and
not this way Dylan Klebold, And now,
—— with the disclosure of the
videctapes the two made as they planned
their rampage, we hegin to know how they
answered that question.

If we learn only that their carefully nour-
ished rage and hatred were wildly out of pro-
portion to any real injury they suffered, that
15 worth knowing, Many have carried the
burden of wondering whether anything they
could have done, or done differently, would
have turned away the killers' wrath from
Columbine. They can lay that burden down.
The fury that burned at the core of this fatal
friendship scarcely needed autside fuel.

The contents of the videos should have
heen released carhier. The Jefferson County
Sheriff's Department could have had no rea-
sonable expectation that they could be kept
out of public view indefinitely, hecause they
will be relevant to one or more of the civil
suits Lhat will eventually be filed. The best
time would have been whenever in the
investigation it became clear that no one
other than Klebold and Harris had partici-
pated in the shooting, but the svoner the
hetter. Wrapped up in catlicr coverage, it
would have drawn less atiention — and the
coverage would have been less painful in
almost any season other than Christrnas.

4

But if the sheriff's department had decid-
ed, for whatever reasaon, to delay releasing
the lapes as {ong as possible, it's simply
incomprehensible that officials agreed to
shoew them to Time magazine. Never mind
who's right about what the ground rules
were; what did they expect?

Undersheriff John Dunaway says that in
discussinns with Time correspondent Tim
Roche, "(Sheriff John) Stone speifically
said there is to be no reference to the tapes
or what is in them in the story.”

A Time spokeswoman disagreed. "No one
ever asked us not to report on the contents
of the tapes,” Diana Pearson said. “We can
assure you that we had explicit discussions
about how these tapes would be used and
that what we saw wouid be on the record.”

Why were they even having such discus-
sions? The victims' families had not been
allowed to see the videos. Neither had
reporters from the News, despite repeated
requests, until Time released its story.

Though we believe that these 1apes are
crucial to a fuller understanding of the
Columbine story, and should be part of the
public record, we agree with parents who
sav they should have seen them first.

“Anyaone with the slightest tevel of de-
cency would have let the families who
requested to see these tapes see them,”
said Brian Kohrbough, whose son Daniel
died at Columbine.

As News reparters have docimented in a
three-part serics that conchudes loday, the
investigation now coming to a close has
been conducted with methodical care. How
unfortunate that blunders like this one have
marred a generally thorough and profes-
sional process.
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Detectives still can’t fathom teen-age killers” hatred
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etective Kate Battan
D walked into a small office.
carrying three videotapes.

The tapes, with perhaps three
hours of foolage, had been
corfiscared from the home of
Eric Harris.

Battar, lcad investigator in
the Columbine High Schoni
shootings about Midays carker,
dimmed the lights.

Up pupped the young kiliers
on the television screen, cocky
and confident.

The teen-ugers sal tn a couch
spealing into the camera, weeks
before their murderous assault.

There was no doudt whom the
boys were addressing. They
kept referring 1o “you detec-
tves.”

We're doing this alonc, they
said, 2gain and agan.

And they made another point:
They had begun planning Lheir
rampage long before the spate of
school shootings across the
country.

We're no cupycats, they said.
Those other kids? They re copy-
ing us.

1f their boasts were true their
plan to assault Columbine tiad

started more than two years
earlier —— before the shootings in
Soringfield, Ore.; Jonesboro,
Ark.; West Paducah, Ky.; and
Pearl, Miss.

The images and vnices of the
boys stunned Batlan, an
investigator who had moved in

_recent years from complex,
¢ white-collat and tinancial crimes
1 to high-profite homicides.

i 1998 alone, the sheriff's de-
tective had been mvolved in two
of the most sensational cases in
Jefferson County history ——the
murder of twea children by their
mentally ill mother and a triple
ax-slaying at a townhome over
Fourth of July weekend.

But now, months lates, cven
that expenence couldn't ease
the horror that enveloped hey in
the darkened roomas she
watched Harris and Dytan Kle-
bold speaking, it secmed, direct-
4 ly to her from the grave.

The images spooked Battan
su much she turnedthe lights - .«
hack up before the tapes fin-

:
.
|
|
1

1shed.

“It just flabbergasted me,”
she says, “that so much evil
catne out of these two teen-age
hoys.”

The release this week by
Time and the Denver Rocky
Mountain News of printed
excerpts of the videotapes gave
the public a detailed ghimpsc at
the cominal minds of the two
killers. But the printed words
don't convey the cold, catculat-
ing tone of the boys’ voices.

In their soliloquies, Harris and
Klebaold thanked two friends who
had helped them get the
semizutomatic pistol they'd
used at Columbine. The boys
urged investigalors not to press
charges against the two,

“If they wouldn't have f-.---
helped us out, then we would
have found someone else,” Har-
ris bragged. “We would have
gone on and en. We would have
found some way around it, "cause
that's what we do.”

In the months ahead, Battan
would come to see this ag the
guintessentiat philosophy of the
twao boys: '“That's what we do.”

“That,” Battan says, “is Eric
Harns and Dylan Klebold.”

Guns and bombs

Yor explosives specialist Doug
Lambert of the federal Burcan of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms,
Columbine was everything he'd
cver tramned for. ths job was sim-
ple: make sure mare bombs
weren't planted in the schoaol.

Two of Lambert's colleagues
were unlike any others.

Jermy and Cascade, Labrador
retrievers from Virginia, were
specially trained to smff out

See COLUMBINE on 50A

THE SERIES

SUNDAY: The first fragrentary
reports of shooting al Columbine
bnng maore than 600 police officers
face to face with the uniminkable.,

MONDAY: After 48 chaotic hours,
specialists from a dozen agencies
are organized into teams to launch a
methodical examination of the
crme.

TODAY: As they near the end of eight

s of intensive work,
i e still grope for an answer
to thebiggest question-of ail, tegy
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e
chemicals found in bombs and
bullets. ATF agents used them
to check each locker, air duct,
ceiling and hackpack.

The agents examinedYhe
scores of bombs — cxploded and
undetonated — found inside the -
school. They used a computer
progiam to map wherx frag-
ments were recovercd.

""¥¥e basicatlv put all the
picces back together again,”
says Jerry Petnlli, head of the
ATE"s firearms group in Denver,

lLocal bomb experts defused
those that didn't explode.

As they went, ATF agents
cautiously packaged each device
— or what was lcf of it

But flving the mass ol maleri-
al to the ATF's national bomh
[aboratory in Walnut Creek,
Calif., was too dangerous.
Instead, agents loaded the
bombs into a light brown Ford
Explorer and drove them to Cali-
fornia.

On the scene for more than a
weck, Lambert came away
thankful that Harnis and Klebold
knew little about building
bombs.

They didn’t understand explo-
sive reactions. They didn’t
understand electrical circuitry.

None of the four bombs wired
with timing devices — two in
the cafeteria and devices in the
killers’ cars -— exploded as .

laﬂnE(L__,, 817004 .
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The killers’ suppilers

While bumb experts unrav-
eled explosives evidence, ATF
agemt Marcus Motte and other
nvestigators tracked the guns.

Investigators, talking to
everyone who knew Harris and
Klebold, quickiy determined
how the guns got intothe killers'
hands.

Three davs after the killings,
two ATF agenls met with Nate
Dykeman, an 18-vear-old friend
of Harris and Klebold.

Dyvkeman provided some of
the fivst clues to the path of the
guns, telling investigatars that
two weeks hefore the shaotings,
he'd seen Harris witha video-
tupe in une of their classes at
Columbine. The tape showed
Harris and Klebold finng guns at
4 shooting range in the moun-
Lains.

Also on the tape, Dykeman re-
latcd, were scenes showtng
Philip Iuran, 22, and a friend of
his named “Mark™ firing two
shotguns. Duran worked with
Ha:ris and Klebold ata Black-
jack Pizza parior about a mile
from the high school.

Two days later, Motte inter-
viewed Duran,

Duran told the ATF apent that
Harris and Klebold had ap-
proached him in January, eager
to buy a gun. Duran gave them
the phone number of a guy he
knew named Mark Manes.

Duran said he collected
money from Harris and Klebold
and gave it to Manesas part of
the sMe of a TEC DC-99mm
semiautomatic pistol,a gun Kle-
beldfirer fibitimes at

Columbine, killing four and

wounding two. It wasalso the
gun that ended s tife,

After the shootings, reatizing
Harris and Klebold had used the
gun he'd sold at Columbine, Ma-
nes hired an attorney and decid-
ed to cooperate with investiga-
tors,

Or April 30, on the sisth Hoor
of the Federal Building in: doswn-
town Denver, Mances and his
attorney met with Motte ana
other investigators.

(Mount Ciipping in Space Below)

PEOPLE IN THIS STORY

#ay figures m today’s story (urless
noted, persans represent Jefferson
County agencies):

Mike Bamett: FB| agent

Kate Battan: Sherffs detective,
lead Columbine mvestigator

Russ Boatnght: Arvada police
detective

Dr. Nancy Bodelson: Coroner

Chuck Davis: Agent, Coiorado
Bureau of investigation

Don Estep: Shenfl's sergeant
Dwayne Fusslier: FBI supervsor
Mark Holstlaw: FBI agent

Lt. John Kiekbusch: Head of the
Colurnbine investigation

Doug Lambert: Agent, U.S. Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

Marcus Motte: Agent, U.S. Bureau
of Alcohal, Tobacgo and Fireams

Rich Price: FBI agent

John Stone: Shenff

Rich Webb: Sheriffs sergeant
Randy West: Sheriffs sergeant

Manes told them he had pur-
chased the weapon at a 1998 gun
show and acknowledged that
he'd been introduced to Harris
and Klebold by Duran.

Manes said he sold the gun to
the killers on Jan. 23 for $500.

Manes was sentenced Nowv. 12
to six years in prison for selling
the gun to Klebold and Harris

and far firing a sawed-off shot-

gun with them weeks before the
massacre. Duran faces similar
charges.

Investigators also tracked two
shotguns and a carbine from
Harris and Kiebold to Robyn An-
derson, 19. She’d been Klebold's
prom date three days before the
attack.

But Anderson, who admitted
buying the three gons for Harms
and Klebold at the Tanner Gun
Show in Denver, has not been
charged.

Federal law prohibits the
“straw purchase” of a fircarm on
behalf of someone who is inclig-
ble to buy it. The two killers
were underage,
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Robyn Anderson: Obtained
three guns for killers.

But the law appiies only to
guns sold by a licensed federal
fircarms dealer. ATF agents
have detcrmined that Anderson
bousht two of the three guns
froms & pnivatte person —not a
dealer. But they have not found
who soki Anderson the third
gun.

Glenn Asghawa/MNews, St Protographe:
Phitip Duran: Faces charges
In sale of pistol to killers.

- I that person turns out to be a
hieensed dealer and Anderson
falsified documents to disguise
the purchase, she stili could face
charges.
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Mark Manes, left, talks to his father, Mike Manes, shortly before being sentenced Nov. 12 to six
vears in prison for seliing a semiautomatic pistol to Eric Harris and Dvian Kiebold,
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Boatright kept track of the de- 1unt Cipping in Space Below)

veloping story with color-coded
markers — red for the dead,
blue for the wounded, green for
the survivors who escaped
physically unharmed.

The FBI sent experts to
Columbine from Virginia to con-
struct an elaborate model of the
school. They took back rough
drawings and detailed measure-
ments.

They returned in midsummer
with a diorama of the cafetenia
and the library above it It was
exact — down to the book-
shelves that divided the library
into three sections and the trees
standing outside.

Boatright's team started
Interviewing everyone.

“Nobody saw evervthing from
AtoZ," he says.

The physical barriers in the
room — bookshelves and desks
— and the terror accentuated
the reality that no two people
ever see an event exactly the
same way.

It reminded Boatright of a col-
lage that hangs i a hall at
Columbine.

A teacher assipned students
o photograph a tree. Each kid
snapped pictures from vatious
angles. When they put all the
pictures together, the compusite
unage depicted the entire tree,
each slice a differcnt size. from a
different perspective.

To clear up the inconsistent
library accounts, the team last
summer launched an excruciat-
ing process — taking the sur-
vivors back inside.

For the traumatized kids and
their parents, it was an appalling
scene: dried blood on the floor
and walls, name tags marking
the spots where students fell.

The mvestigators asked the
survivors to crawl back under
the tables where they had
ducked for cover. Then they
joined them, on hands and
knees, to see 1t how the sur-
vivors had seen it

One of the most noted
emisodes in the library bad been
a reported exchange between

_ student Cassie Bernall and one
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gunman.

“Do you believe in God?” the
gunmin asked.

“Yes, [ believe in God,”
Cassicrephied.

TWhy?"' the gunman said,
then pulled the tngger.

But student Emily Wyant,
who had crouched under a table
beside Bernall, told investiga-
tors the conversation never hap-
pened.

Later, with student Craig
Scott, who'd escaped from
underneath a table where two
classmates died, investigators’
doubts grew.

Scott 15 the brother of Rachel
Scott, who had been kilted out-
side the school. He had been a
few fcet from Cassie and
thought it was her voice he
heard.

But when he revisited the li-
brary, he realized the voice had
come from another direction —
frotn the table where student
Valeen Schourr had been shot.

Investigators came to belicv
it wag probably Valcen, who sw
vived, who told the gunman of |
her faith in God.

Reconstructing events in the
library drained Boatright and hi
team. They gradually realized
how vulnerable everyone had
been that day.

“When you see the room, you
see that no one was really hid-
ing,” Boatright says,

One question could not be an-
swered: low did Harris and
Klebold pick their victims?

Under one table, they'd gun
down two kids, only to leave 2
third physically unscathed.

“None of it makes sense,”
Boainght says. “Realistically,
they could have gonc through
that library and shot every sin-
gic person.”

The Cafeteria Team

When investigators filed ini
the cafeteria Harris and Klebe
had p’ianrlcd to incinerate, its
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foor was still soggy from sprin-
klers that sprayed for hours
after the fire alarms sounded six
days earlier.

A musty stench hung m the
air. Food cluttered the tables;
450 backpacks littered the room.

Nine-year FBI veteran Rich
Price and his 25-member crew
started o identify every student
who had been in the cafeteria. A
list provided by the school dis-
trict indicated eachistudent who v

The Computer Team

In a laboratory off Kipling
Parkway in Lakewood, in what
Iooks like the back room of a
cofhputer repair shap, Colorado
Bureau of Investigation comput-
er expert Chuck Davis went to
wark.

Behind a locked door, shaded
drawn blinds, Davis and his

many of them had gone home or 1 CoLgators analyzed the com-
to restaurants to eat. puters seized from the Harris

and Klebold homes and else-
where, tracing theis data;uncov-.
ering their digitaf gdorets, 14 nl

Davis was well-suited to the
job. When he joined the CBI four
years earlier; he became the first
investigator outside the Internal
Revenue Service and the mili-
tary to look at computer crimae in
Colorado. T

Investigators went from one
student to another. Each would
give themn 4 new handful of
names to track down.

Some visits would last 15 or
20 minutes, others hours.

Just as it had in the library,
technology gave a helping hand.
The surveillance camera in

the lunchroom captured the
arrival of Dave Sanders, the Tust hours after the

teacher who was fatally wound-  Columbine killings, Davis went
ed minutes later. It also recorded 1o Ilarris’ home, wherc detec-
the exodus of the students,and  (ives seized the killer's comput-
—- finally — the arrival of Harmis  er. [t became evidence item No.
and Klebold. o01.

By the time: they were fin- In the next few weeks, the't
iSth, invegtigators had devel- team confiscated 18 che'r COm-
oped 2 seating chart that placed  pyters and 5,000 disks, most
everyone in the cafetena, exact-  from friends of the killers. Three
ly wher te they were whenshots  of the computers were taken
fang out. - . from Columbine High: th

It was like dropping 700 school’s tmain serve‘,; andft?wo
toothpicks — give or take —and o ohines in the media lahorato.
putting themback intheboX, 1y where [arns and Kiebold
exactly the way they were,” often worked

Price says. roirans
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Theypored over e-mai
ameng Harris and Klebold and
friends. Most of the Writings
spoke oaly of teen-age con-
cerns. Girds. Games. Televisaon
shows,

Theinvestigators scrutinized
Web postings and other writings
— some from Harris’ computer
— promising more death on
April 26,3 threat that never
matenalized.

Unlike Harris' computer, Kle-
bold's offered no help,

. investigators concluded that
Kleboldhad gutted the machine,
erasing one of the two hard
drves, leaving it blank,

“l can't prove it,” Davis says.
*But deep down in my heart, |
think it was probably nuked
either the day before, or that .
morning.” i

What did Klebold have to
hide?

_ "We'lljust never know,”

, Davis says.

 Investigatars concluded that
other computers probably were
tampered with after April 20 and
before they were seized.

They found scores of Internet

" and e-mail threats related to

i Columbine — everything from
5" “T was there ainid helped shoot
! the kids" to "There are pipe

J bomb instractions at this Wet'
¢ site.”

IMount Cipping in Space Below}
— T R TR

¥

They tned to track down what
they dubbed a “master school

. bombing hst'’ oniy to discover it
. didn't exist.

When a kid in New York post-
edan Interr.et message claiming
that he'd been at Columbine,
cops kicked in his door and took
his computer.

“We took 1t seriously,” Davis
says. “Tlike to think cops have a
sense of hurnor, but when you're
dealing with a bunch of dead =
kids, our humor factor was
zer0.”

The computer team found no
ewvidence 10 suggest that anyone
knew about the macabre pians of
Harmis and Kiebold — ar helped
carry them out.

. Butihe investigators
destroyed a myth:
- Harris and Klebold weren't

! the computer experts they had

been made out to be. They were
good, Davis says, but other kids
could do much more. -

Coi
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The Outside Tean also inter-

FIRY

viewed every police officer out-
side the school that day, includ-

Enll«op:
e

I N ing sheriff's deputies Paul . A
Smoker and Neal Gardner, wha T foclleTome o ULE Cein
COLUMBINE from S1A brié:?{y traded shots with Harris --‘{fﬂ P 5 i
. and Klebold. Team members ! oai s .
The Ouiside Tear alstInterviewed nine other offi- chm!,;',f b &
in the momients before Harris — cers who fired their weapons at o '
and Klebold began thew assault,  Columbine on April 20. - Classification:
s stdents had droppued The investigators dispelled Submiting Oftice:

their backpacks und gone out-
suile to play on the saceer field.
Some had left campus. (thers
took advantage of the sunshine
to have lunch oo the grass.

Mike Barnett’s team eventu-
allv identiftied 100 witnesses
outside the school, not including
law enforcement officers.

“The main thrust was to
interview withesses to deter-
mine the sequence of events,”
the FBlagent says. “Who was
where, who shot whom, who did
what.” .

To dothat, the team turned to
the FBUs special projects unit
on the East Ceast, They devel-
oped a four-foot-by-five-foot,
compuler-generated schematic
with plastic overlays locating all
thébutside withesses. viclims
and police, and what they had
SCET.

They tracked down school
jamitors and maintenance work-
ers from Clement Park next to
1he school. They found people
whu had walked past the school
or through the parking lots that
MO,

Andthey waited patiently for
the chance to interview those
who were sefiously wounded.

Some witnesses had seen
Haris and Kicbold arrive in the
parking fot. But no onc had seen
them carry twa large duffel bags
inside minutes later and set
them down in the cafereria,

Barnett and his tcam discov-
cred, through sales receipts,
that Hamis and Kleboid had
filled the two large propane
tanks for their cafeteria bombs
the morning of the attack.

several claims by witnesses,
meluding one about a raoftop
snipet

The man on the roof, 1t turned
oL, was an air conditioning
repairman who quickly hud when
the shooting started. He saw
virtually nothing.

The Friends and
Assaciates Team

The day of the shootings,
television crews captured video
of three voung men in a field
near the scheol, They were
wearing military fatigues and
walking towaid the scepe. Police
with bulletproof vests and shut-
guns handcuffed them and led
them away.

“Let the media chase those
guys,” said sheriff's Sgt. Don Es-
tep, who soon ook charge of the
Friends and Associstes Team.

After 27 years as a jeffco
sheriff’s deputy, much of it in the
shadowy world of undercover in-

telligence, Estep knew almost
by instinct that the three young
men probably weren’t involved.
He was tight. Investigators
quickly eliminated the three as
potential suspects.

But ruling out uther suspects,
those who were friends or asso-
ciates of Harris and Klebold,
wotlld be far more difficult.

The team was confronted by
reports that as many as eight
gunmen had been in the school.
Some witnesses reported seeing
someone besides Harris and
Klebold firing a weapon inside.

There also were dozens of
tips that Harn's and Klebold had
help carrying pipe bombs into

the school and pessibly planning
the attack.

indexing: |74 A DYk Ly TG

Investigators visiied the
homes of witnesses and poten-
tial suspects.

They kept hearing the same

things about Harris and Klebold: 7

They were stoart, they were
partners and they kept most of
their business — specially
their plot — to themselves.

To verify alihis, mvestigators
asked several friends of Harnis
and Klebald to take polygraph
tests.

“We certainly used the lie de-
tector as a tool to ¢lear individu-
als of involvement in this,” says
Mark Holstlaw, nn FBl agent
who worked closely with Estep
on the team. “'Some agreed,

some declined, some had their
own done, For those who
declined, we used other inves-
tigdtive methods to clear them.”

Speculation about additional
suspects continued for weeks.

(One Denver television station

tepeatedly showed videotape of
a friend of the gunmen being put
into the back of 4 squad car by
police on April 20. The reports
impiicd that arrests of co-
conspirators werc imminent.

But except for Manes and Du-
ran, no other arrests came.

FR:'DOJ



B N ‘BPEUBD PUE SBIRIS PajIufl L Ul SISALE XIS O1 pal S18aiy] a4l ApoBes) aUIGWN0D au 1aye paleiagoid Jey)
S1EAIUL SIUB(OIA 100YIS Fuiuiexs sioledisaaul spea) ‘aBues unooys s,Asuae aul 1e 'qgam Uoid 18 s Juays AUnoD uosiayal

NOTLEVOITLSdANT dNTENWOTOD dHIL 4.41

G, It 453u903( Aepser N WEIIROW A4OGY Janudd
]




FD-355 {Rev 4881

Mgt Chpping it Space Below]

The Thweats Team

Sgt. Rich Webb, a 24-year law
enforcement veteran, missed

the first hours of Colurmbine.
April 20 was his day off, and he
was in his back yard, landscap-
ing. When sketchy reports ofa
shooting at Columbine 1ntet-
rupted music he was listening
tn, he called the office.

“This is had,”" he was told.
But a supervisor told him to stay
home ang rest. We'll need fresh
people tomorrow.

Webb, a former SWAT team
lcader, gromblcd and threw
rocks around his yard the rest of
the afternoon. The biggest casc
of his carcer and he was out of
the loop.

But not for long.

He spent the next two days
working with the coroner o
identify the dead and assist with
autopsics.

By the time he moved onto
the Threats Team six days after
the shootings, menacing mes-
sages were pouring in. From the

¢ Internel. From the phone. From
¢ gther schyots in the area.
P At a midMe séhool'm Arvada,

e v ———

a student trying to be funny left
what lookeg like 2 bomb in a

. bathroom. He had wrapped a

plastic box in aluminum foil and
{aped nailstail.

At an Arvada high school, a
woman angry about her son's
ireatment by athietes phoned in
a threat.

In Broomfield, a boy senta
threatening e-mail to the
Columbine memorial vrganiza-
tion.

Webb's team tracked them all
dovm.

Some threats actually were
innocent statemcnts that cven-
tually took on a sinister tonc.

One happened at Chatfield
High, where many of the
emotionally [ragile Columbine
students were finishing the
school yeat.

“You could bring something
nto this school,” one kid told
another, emphasizing what he
saw as a lack of sccurity.

Y 2 Sl
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Someone overheard the re-
mark. Then it was repcated,
again and again.

By the timc Webb's team
heard it, twe kids were plotting
o bring in weapons and bombs,

The investigators sped to
Chatfietd. As they rushed in,
they found hallways packed with
frightened students.

*The panic was ready to go,”
Webb says. “These kids were on
edge . . . ready togooutthat
door. Sumehody could have
snapped their fingers loudly and
thuse kids would have bolted.” |

Muich of the Threats Téam's'
work was tracking information
Lo its original source.,

“We would run from rumor k
rumar to rumor,'” Webb says.

After two weeks of chaos,
leads began to taper off. By the
time the team finished, it had
investigated 202 threats.

The threats led Lo six arrests
in the United States and Canadi
Eleven students were suspend-
ed from school — mine in the
DPenver area, including six from
Columbine.

Along the way, investigators
encountered scores of kids who
bragged that they were in the
Trench Coat Mafia. They found
other kids who sympathized
with Harris and Klebold and
admived their anti-social
lifcstvle.

“It was just absolulely
bhzarre,” Webb says. “You had to
stop and ask, "What in the world
15 he talking about?”

Investigators’ aggressive re-
spunse to the luose talk some-
times crashed head-on into con-
cerns over the right of free
speech. Sume cops found it dis-
turbing that peopic could write
anything in supporl of two teen-
agers so full of hate that they
planned — as U.S. Attorney
Tom Strickland put it -— “to
become the biggest mass mur-
derers in United States history.”

On their own

) As months wore on, detec-
tives focused not only on what
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happened at Columbine, but on
what didn't happen.

After analyzing morc than
3,500 pieces of evidence, from
bullets and spent shell casings to
blood and fingerprints, Colorado
Burcau of Investigation techni-
cians ritted out one fear — that
some victims might have been”
hit by “friendly fire” from police
guns.

They alsoruled out the exis-
tence of 2 third gunmar:.

Many delectives had believed
from the start that Harnis and
Klebold had acted alone.

Confirmation came in late July
with the CBI's final hallistics re-

Tis.

Every builet or fragment
matched cne of the four guns

used by Harris and Klebold or
weapons fired by police.

Only onc conclusion could be
drawn: There was no third goun-
man.

But halhstics evidence could
not answer other key questions,

Had anyone known thal Har-

. ris and Klebold planned Lo attack
"the school on April 207 Had any-
one helped?

No evidence supported either
possihility.

“Are you ever completely
sure?” asks FBI agent Dwayne
Fuselier, an anli-ierrorism spe-
cialist who helped run the

mvestigation. 'Maybe not,
Could something surface in the
future? I suppose. But I think |
would say this, we're about 99.9

"
percent sure. FBi/00J

LO‘)
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Drawing conclusions -

Police finally got thetr long-
awaited interview with the par-
ents of Ene Harris in October. i
came after months of quiet
negotiations hetween the fami-
ly's attorneys and District Attor-
ney Dave Thomas.

Beforchand, investigators
agreed with the Harris family
and their attorneys not i say
anything publicly about the dis-
cussion. They were similatly
silent about their nterview, 10
days after the killings, with
Dylan Klebold's parents.

Now, aimast eight months
after their work began, here's
what Columbine investigators
have concluded:

m Only Harris, Klebold and
police fired weapons inside the
school.

m Noone helped the killers
carry bombs inte the school,

& The terror was relatively
short-lived — roughly 16 mun-
utes from the first gunshot out-
side the school about 11:20a.m.
to the last one in the library.

m [{arris and Klebold proba-
bly were dead shortly after noon
—- though that poiat 15 still open
among investigators, Whit is
known is that between the time
they left the Lbrary around
11:36 a.m. and returned there to
comniit suicide, they didn't
shoot anyone else,

@ There is noevidence of a
wider Columbine conspiracy.

In fact, cvidence pointed the
other way. The massacre was
carriedh out by two intelligent,
se‘q‘gtwg.g}mg}g ge_en-;gers

* who managed to keep their ter-
rible plot to themselves.

Not everyone was convineed.
Sheniff John Stone still harbors
doubts.

“You'1l always wonder if
sumebody eise was mvolved,”
he says.

Despite the questions that re-
main, the Columbine investiga-
tion succeeded in one wiay no
one really had foreseen: The
multizgency task force becamce a
model for other communities

lacl'oss the country.

their badges and their egos at
the curb,” CBl Inspector Pete
Mang says. "'I've never seen

that in law enforcement before.”

Investigators still wonder
why,

“It may have been because
this thing was so big that every-
one bad {feis gwn gigce of i,
Estop sayp.; There was pleaty,

of work to go around.”

The nature of the event and
the age of the victums also may
have convinced investigators
that turf battles would be point-
less, unprofessional and insensi-
tive.

Epllogue

In & tiny, sufling interrogation
room, sheriff’s Sgt. Randy West
shifts uncomfortably in a gray
plastic chair.

He clears his throat, crosses
his leps, takes a deep breath.
Now and ther, tears well in the
corners of his eyes, evidence af
the stress of months of investi-
gating the inexplicable tragedy
at Columbine.

West, 41, is accustomed to
asking questions in this room,
But now, he 1s answering them.

This is how it was, he says,
behind the glpsed doorsof the
most.complex ceiunal 1 ., .

investigation in Colorado histo-

i And this is the toll it took,

He recalls the day he realized
how close two teen-agers came
to accomplishing even more
heinous devastation — kitling
hundreds of students in the
school cafetenia with two large
bormbs that, for some reason,
failed to explode. .

I dop't know why they didn't
go off, and 1 don’t care to know,”
Wesl says. ‘

A stricken [ook freezes on his
face.

“1t would have been worse
than Oklaboma City. Much
worse, | don’t even want lot
about that.”

“Basically, they (officers feh_
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But day atter day, for months,
West and his fellow imvesuga-
tors have thought of little else.

The devastation of famihes,
caused by two [acR-age Doy, -
the grief, the harrog the impact
on investigators themselves,
have all come Lo rest likean
anrelenting weight upon their
shoulders. 3

“We're all tough and mean,
he says. “Butif you don’t learn

how Lo deal with the things you
saw in the library, it will eat you
up. )
“Right now, | just want L Lo be
finished. Then I'l think about
the impact on me.” ) )

The final report of the Invest-
pation task force will be made

public in the next fow weeks a:nd
forwarded to Gov. Bill Owens
Columbine Commission. That
panc] will review the investiga-
tion and the responst to the dig-
aster at Columbine. )

But the criminal case will be
Jeft open indefinitely. There 1S 1o
statute of limitations on murder.

Leaving the casc open, inves-
tigators had boped, would allow
them to kecp sealed some of the
most grucsome and shocking

hink evidence, including crime scane

vhotographs and the Harris-Kle-
bold videotapes.
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Their reasoning was simple. T T T T

First, they wanted to protect
the integrity of the evidence in
the event anyone comes farward
with rew informatior.

Second, they didn't want to do
anythingto hurt the families of
those tmjured and killed at
Columbine — families the
nvestigators had come to know
well and care about.

But now the Sheriff's Depart-
ment has made the videotapes
public, andit’s unclear what
impact that will have on the dis-
closure of remaining evidence.

No matter how exhaustive,
the official report will never tell
the entire story or measure the
deep scars this tragedy left on
the victims and the community.

It won't say that Coroner
Nancy Bodelson still struggles
to retain her composure when
she thinks sbout the kids on the
floor of the Columbine library.

Or that John Kiekbusch, com-
mander of the investigation,
worries thal the community may
yet face the same phenomenon
that played out after the Okla-
toma City bombing: suicides
among police officers, para-
medics and firefighters who
rushed to the scene.

Or record the chill investiga-
tors still feel when they consid-
cr that the cafeteria bombs
could have killed hundreds of
children.

Or show the lock on District
Attorney Dave Thomas’ face
when he recalls the eyes of a
broken-hearted father, just (s
formed his son was dead.

Or explain why Sgt. Rich
Webb and others wonder when
— not if —someone will try to
outdo Hartis and Klebold.

Or finally answer the one
question that remains on every-
onc's lips:

Why?

I think [ know why they did
it." the FBI's Fusclier says. “Tt
was because they were so filled
with hate.

“But the real question 18 why
they had so much hate ipside. | | ;
them." . , :
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Joe Mahaney'News Siaff Photagrapher
Jefferson County Sheriff's Sgt. Randy West, a leader of the Columbine investigation, sits near evi-
dence in the case. On ane shelf behind him is a computer monitor with a pullet hole in the screen.
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! i Stone ‘made mistake by distressed a day after apologizing
: : { I et ? to families of Columbine victims
! trustlpgajoumalgst, antd explaining why their wounds
: ShOW]I]g Columbme tapes  were reopened, also faced the
daunting task of telling local re-
By Chatley Able porters how the tapes fell into the ——
and Kevin Vaughan hands of Time magazine. Dunaway granted access to the
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BOLDEN — Sheriff John Stone
took full responsibility Tuesday for
allowing s national magazine
reporter to view videotapes mgde
by the Columbine High killers." .

_And although he cxpects the
fiims soon would have been made
public anyway, Stone decried the
nattonal publication of the killers®
lapes twa weeks hefare victions'
families endure their first Christ.
mas sinee the tragedy.

“The buck stops here.” Stone
said. "'} made 2 mistake by trusting
@ journalist that [ thought was
trustworthy, that [ thought he
would keep his word."

Stone said he allowed a Time
SHEAZINE reporter (o view more
than three hours of tapes made by
kiliers Lric Harris and Dylan Kle-
boict with the agreement that he
not divulge thewr contents. Time
disputes that agreement.

_“My.mfsmke i this thing was not
being able to properly evaluate the
character and in tegnty of somebody
| thought was a top-notch national

tournalist,” Stone said. “(He) can
run back tu New York, and we've
£ot to pick up the pieces.”

The sheriff also found himself
facing new questions about the ini-
tial police response to Columbine
after Harris and Klebold opened

fire April 20 in an attack that lefi

12 of their classmates and a

teacher dead and more than 20

others wounded. Harris and Kle-
bald alsa killed themselves.

Stone rejected calls for his res-
ignation over the release of the
tapes.

“It's time for Stone to go,” said
Brian Rohrbough, whose son,
Daniel, was murdered outside the
school by Harris and Kiebold.

“If 1 did something ethically
wrong or if [ botched the investi-
gation, | would consider it,” Stone
said. “But I got ‘scoundrcled’ by a
national publication.”

Stone and Undersheriff John

Dunaway said the Time reporter
approached them in November
seeking access to investigators
and information in the Columbine
tragedy. )

The reporter, the two top Jel-
ferson County law enforcement
officials said. told them he was
doing a story on the human impact
of the tragedy.

“The focus (of the article) was
not on disclosure of‘pt‘cvious]y
undisclosed investigative materi-
al,” Dunaway sad. “The focus was
to be, in fact, on the human side of
our response.,”

tapes to a Denver Rocky Mountain
News reporter Sunday after being
told of the content of ime’s im-
pending report. _

“That then created this night-
mare situation where we have the
famihes being completely biind-
sided by the fact that these things
are coming out,” Dunaway said.

Time managing editor Walter
Isaacson denied the charges Mon-
day:

¥‘The tapes and the other evi-
dence were given to. Time with no

o See SHERIFF on 23A
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Cyrus MeCnmmotvNews Stalf Pholograpner

Bob Miler, who works in the evidence room aof the Jefferson County Sheriff's Department, shows three of
the four guns used by Eric Haris and Dylan Klebold in their rampage at Columbine High School.
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Sheriff defends cops
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restrictions on their use, so that
veaders conld get a compiete pic-
ture of the investigation. No
agreement was violated.”

Rohrbough said he was out-
raged aboul the release of the
tapes that prosecutors had pram-
ised him would never be made
public. .

He also questioned the decision
to share them and ather evidence
with the Thize reporter — no mat-
ter what the rationale was.

Compounding Rohrbough's an-
ger was the fact that he and other
familics had repeatedly been de-
mied access to the tapes. And
Stone, who approved allowing ac-
cess to the Time reporter and then
the Denver Rocky Mountain News,
acknowledged that he hadn't even
scen all of the videotapes,

“Then these idiots have the
nerve 0 say to us, ‘We thought
this would be healing.” " Rohr-
bough said.

In the meantime, Stone faced
Rew criticsm that the first depu-
ties on the seene didn't do enough
to deab with the unfolding disaster.

Iraic Todd, whose son, Evan,
was wounded in the school library,
said he has been told that five off;-
cers were on scene before Harris
and Klebold disappeared iside
the buikding.

In a mecting with investigators,
Todd said he was asked, "“What did

e S

Fgf,ore killers weni |m
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vou expect of us?”

His answer: “[ expected dead
officers, crippled officers, wound-
ed officers, disfigured officers —
not students, not teachers.”

Stone defended the actions of
the five officers, two of whom
traded shots with Harris and Kle-
bold, and other officers who en-
tered the bwilding to escort
trapped students from dange:r.

“To call a guy a coward who's
pinned down behind a police car
with nine kids, and who's already
been in a gunfight is hitting below
the belt,” Stone said.

Detailed chronologies, to be in-
cluded in the department’s final
Columbine report due out in Janu-
ary, will vindicate the actions of

officers, Stone said.

"“That final report will lay out all
of this.” Stone said.

But Todd said the first five offi-
cers should have tried to move
tnto the school.

“Was it cowardice?” he asked.
“Was it a command decision?"

Meanwhile, because of this
week's controversy, Stone called
off an awards ceremony planned
for Friday.

"I don’t want to take und tarnish
the ability of our guys to be recog-
nized,” Stone said.

Stone sald the criticism iSﬂ'il a
surprise: Harris and Klebold are
dead, and the anger they caused
has to be directed somewhere,

“We're the only ones stil] ae-
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tively involved in this stuff, and 4
lot of the (pointing) fingers are
coming our way,” Stone sard,

All of the new deveidpments
have hurt the very people Stone
and Dunaway sajd they were try-
10 to protect ~— the families of the
victims.

"It has always been our desire
to shield the families from any fur-
ther anguish around this entire
tragedy,” Dunaway said.

“It’s kind of an jropic twist that
the very people who had worked
as hard s we have to shield them
4are now, in essence, being blamed
for having handed them up o addi-
tional anguish when that js the last

thing in the world that we ever
ntended."”
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Chilling tape reveals
clever and not-so-clever

methods Harris, Klebold
used to conceal weapons

By Ly Bartels
Ners Stayf Wriker

"Let me take vou on a tour of
my room,” Columbine senior Eric
Harpis says to the camera.

What a taur it is.

He has an alluring poster of
Pamely Lee Anderson on his wail

- dlong with 50 fect of green.
coiled fuse.

He has rows of CDs — with
pipe hombs stashed behind.

Hehas an old box from a BB gun
— with a sawed-off shotgun hid-
deninside,

Welcome to Eric Harris” mad-

In one tape, Harris says:
“Thank God my parents (didn't)
gearch my room. They would have
found so tauch s -

Harmy' and Klebold's parents
are being sued by Michael and
Vonda Shoels, whose son Isaiab
was one of the 13 people mur-
dered at Columbine before the
gunmen killed themselves.

“Without the tape, the Shoclses
didn't have much to work with m
terms of parental neglect,” Robin-
soh swd.

Most of the wesponry Harris
and Klebold accumulated to de-
stroy Columbing: was stored at the
Harrises’ house, some m clever
hiding places, other picces easy to
find by opening a drawer or lifting
alid

The Harrises. like the Kleboids.
have never publicly talked. But
the Harrises had known for sever-

e

focus on parents

ness, a basement bedroom in a
sttburban home that seems likc a
setting out of Hogan's Heroes, the
old TV comedy in which prisoners
of war quickly hid their vado and
tunnel entrance when they heard
guards approaching.

The issue of whether Wayne
and Kathy Harris should have
known more aboaut their son's uc-
tivitics was raised agait this week
after hoememade videos of Eric
Harris and Dylan Kicbold were
made public.

That taped tour might be the
most crucedl piece of evidence n
proving the Harrises and Klebolds
are liable tor what their sons did at
Columbine High on April 20, Den-
ver attorney Scott Robinson said.

“What surely will figure in any
trial are the videotaped images of
Eric’s room, a sort of ‘Lifestyle of
the Young and Wicked,” " he said,

al years that their youngest 50D
had problems.

Columbine parent Judy Brown,
somelime in date 1497 or carly
1998, said shie told the Harrises
that their son became violent
when she confronted him about a
car windshield he broke.

At the same time, the Browns’
eldest som, HBrooks, told Kathy
Harns that her son had been
sneaking out at night and vandaliz-
ing the neighborhood.

In January 1998, Harris and
Kiebold were arrested for break-
ing into a van.

Sometime between then and
the shootings, Ede Harris said his
father found a homemalde pipe
bomb in his room.

And Harris said on the video-
tapes that their plans were almost

See VIDED on 32A
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foiled when his father took a call
from a gun dealer letting him
koow his clips were in.

But Harris apparently still wasn't
worried about being found out.

He and Klebold taped their tour
of his bedroom in the ¢arly hours
of March 15 as the [larrises slept.

“Ssshh,” Klebold says. “Your
mom can hear a bat breathing.

“She hears nothing,” Harris an-
swers.

It was a viewing, they said, of
“all our illegal stuft.”

The tour begins with Harris
showing off plastic gloves taken
tfrom a doctor's office, They're
| useful, he says. in building pipe

bombs,

_As Kiebold pans to the bombs,
his voice becomes almost rever-
ent: “Beautiful. Oh my God.”

_For 17 minutes, the teens are a
frightening mux of boys and bomb-
ers, taping trolt dodis and ammuni-
tion with the same excitement.

Don Fleming, whose daughter
Kelly died in the shootings, said he
was surprised 1o Yearn what Harris
kept in his roem.

Bul he added he didn't want 10
criticize the gunmen’s parents,

“They.ve got their hell to go
through. I've got mine. It's two dif-

ferent hells, but it’s still hell.”

‘ »
“They've got ”'
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Teen gets
deferred

judgment
in threats

Boy said he’d ‘finish
the job’ at Columbine

By Sue Lindsay
News Staff Writer
A 17-year-oid Columbine High
student who threatened to “finish
the job” that Enc Harrs and Dy-

lan Klebold began pleaded guilty

to two misdemeanors Tuesday.

Judge Chnstopher Mursch of
Jefferson Counly District Court
tmposed & one-year delerred scn-
tence, which means the cenviction
will be dropped if the teen stays out
of trouble for ayear and participates
In a juvenile diversion program.

The teen, who isn't named be-
cause he is a juvenile, was arrest-
cd Oct. 19, the day before the six-
mionth anniversary of the shooting
rampage that left 15 dead.

Days earlier, the boy told a
classmate that ke intended to fin-
ish the jub the Columbine killers
started, police said.

Investigators also seized a dia-
gram of the school and other writ-
ings from the diacy of the 17-year-
old senior. whe last ycar helped
Harris and Kiebold produce videos
foreshadowing their violent
assault on Columbine High.

Prosecutors and defense attor-
neys agreed the boy had no early
knowledge of the actual attack and
had suffered from emotional prob-
lems since the April 20 tragedy.

“He 1s a wonderful kid who
never posed a danger to anyone,”
said his attorney, Jeffrey Springer.
“He is literally and figuratively a
Boy Scout who was on his way 10

becoming an Eagle Scout,

“He had some emotional prob-

lems, but he is a great kid who will
have a great future.”
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Prosecutor Mark Pautler said a
thorough investigation concluded
that the boy sn't likely to pose a
danger 1o the commurnity.

Pautler said the plea bargain
serves the needs of the commum-
ty, but said authorities “'will con-
tinue to take these kinds of things
very seriouslv. We are going to
respond to any type of threals.”

The teen pleaded guilty to one
count of interfering with staff, fac-
ulty ur studenis at a school and
anether charge of theft, Both are
misdemeanors.

As part of his seatence, he must
receive therapy. stay on medica-
tion and perform communily serv-
ice.

Felony charges of inciting the
destruction of hfe or property
were dismissed.

T T T T T SeeTEENon32A
Boy was shunned
by schoolmates

TEEN from 5A

The theft charge relates to

more than $100 the boy stole from
his emplover, Video City, before he
|1 ranaway in October, Springer said.
His father repaid the money.
—  Springer said the high school
sentor’s writings about Columbine
and stealing money to rup away
were “a call for help.”

“Even though his writings were
of 2 threalening nature, it is the
beliel of psychiatric experts that
he did not intend to carry out iis
threats.” Pautler said. The prose-
eutor also said the boy didn’t kave
weagons or devices to carry out
his threats.

Springer said the boy was 0sira-
cized by other students afterithe
Columbine shootings last April be-
cause he knew Klebold and Harris
and had made videos with them in
a video production class. )

“He truly is another victm of
Columbine,” Springer said. “He
knew Harris and Klebold and was
under undue pressure because of
that from kids at Columbine.”

A Contaet Sue Lindsay at (303) R4

USRI or Itndsays@rockymetnigin.
Hews.conz, :
MERCCIR NIt
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Columbine students coping
with article, principal says

By Holly Kurtz
News Steff Wreter

Columbine High School Prro-
pat Frank DeAngelis hos soever
seen the hate-flled videos L
Harris and Dylan Klebold made
hefore their bloogy massacre.

But the tape's aftershocks have
resonaled  through hie school’™s
halls each day Lhis week.

No time 15 a pood e foroa
national news magazine o sdarn
s cover with your sciool’s most
mfamous alummi and splasb tho
LU INGS Of 18 pages.

But it would have been hard to
find a less opporame week thin
this one tor Tine magerzie o
print the story, DeAngels -t

Christmas and all s o~ algn
baggage is around the corner, And
today and Thursday  Colunsoime
students are taking finats,

Senior Fric Buckner - ye-
porters huzzimg arcund the <chonod
distracted ham from studving for
exams 0 reading, wooisobmg,
statistics and econon =,

T thimk it's crap.” he s d 7]
just get ured of seeng sovetiuny
new each week. Tt's abva s
tracting. Tt's alwinvs on TV 0

In contrast, punior Hoilv Fioee
ham says she’s board ittle b
the tapes as she studics for “lve
orsi” finals.

“lden't think 10s distracung me
that much,” she soud. I kind of

hathers me, but T ean still focus,”

That's the attitude DeAngohs
has seen thus week as he widks
the halls, finishing up the last of
his traditional once-per-semester
visits tu each teacher.

“hads are strugghng, bu
thevre nnding a way (o get
troughat,” he said. "I chink we've
taking 1t one day at a tme and
we'Te trving to cope.”

Jeamne Oliver. spokeswuan
for the Jefferson Center for Men
tal Health, said things were quiet
Tuesday after a surge of calis
Monday.

The shock factor has made cop-
mg tougher than it might have
been, DeAngelis said.

When CBS broadcast video
from the schoal's cafeteria secun-
tv camera showmg killers Enc
Harris and Dylan Klebold on Apul
20, DeAngelis knew exactly what
was cuming and prepared lus stu-
dents and staff,

Lt DeAngelis said he wos un-
der the impression the teany Tian
~eni 1o Littleton was wrting an
uphifting story of the schwesd s heal
ng.

Late last week e Angelis ~ad o

Tinme veporter did warn hun tat

the story might contain informs-
ton fram the angumg poice in-
vestigation.

Coittnct Holly Kiertz ab (3070 w02-
SUSZ wr kurtzhic reckvirenntioni-
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Threat brings back tears, confusion for students

COLUMBINE from 4A

two dozen others bhefore commit-
ting suicide, They said in their
tapes that they had hoped to kil as
many as 250 classmates.

funior Ashley Berner spent
most of Thursday morning in
tears.

“It just brought back the emo-
tions and confusion. 1 thought
things were going back to normal,
but they'rc not,” she sad.

"1t doesn’t feei like Chnistmas
break.”

Sociology teacher Rick Bath,
whao has taught at Columbine for
16 years, said he couldn’t believe
something happened so close to
the end of the semester.

“We thought we were home
free,” he said, “After winning the
state {feotball) championship ev-
erybody was pumped up, and we
thought it was going to be a great
lead-mn tothe Christmas vacation.”

Freshman Stephame Freder-
icksen questioned why the school
would cance! classes but not &
Christmas concert scheduled for
Thursday night.

"That's kind of ridiculous. It
makes me questien thew judg-
ment on the whole thing — but 1
am glad they are taking precau-
tions,"" said Fredericksen. whe ad-
mitted she is relieved to have
mere Ume to study for her hology
final.

Chuck Davis, a computer crime
expert for the Colorade Bureau ot

Investigation, said tracking down
online communications can he
casy or difficult — depending on
the knowledge of the person send-
ing the message.

"For every wav that there is to
wrack, there's a way to get rid of
the tracks,” Davis said. “And for
every way there is to get rid of the
tracks, there’s a way to bring them
back again.”

Davis, who was not assigned to
follow up on this week's Colum-
mne threat, said every utterance
has to be taken seriousaly given
what cecarred April 20.

“Sx months from now we're
going to get more threats,” Davis
said. “A year from now we're go-
ing to get more threats — there's
an awful lot of yahoos out there.

“But everyone is so concerned
with this, and if's so important to
everyone, that nobody wants to
take the chance and let it go.”

U.S. Attorney Tom Strickland
woulu not comment on what
charges the author of the Internet
threat could face. The guestion of
what constitutes » threat on the
Internet is hazy.

Kaufrnan, the district's spokes-
man, said he learned about the
threat at 12:30 am. when he
awoke frony a sound slecp ta take a
call from Barbara Monseu, the
area administrator for Columbine
and Chatfieid high schools.

There was no sleep from then
on.
Shortly after 5 a.m., 2 group of

4

schoo! officials began to gather in
the conference toom at Colum-
hine.

“Everyone looked tired,” he
said, Al of us are saying, Not
again!” There's o tremendons
amount of frustration on our part.”

Monses, Kaufman, DeAngelis
and Deputy Superintendent Cindy
Stevenson tatked 1o Superinten-
dent Janc Hammond by phone. It
took about 30 minutes to reach a
decision about the closure.

With the story biaring on televi-
sion and radios and with Colum-
bine doing a mass calling, oniy
about 30 to 40 students arrived
unaware at the scheol, where a
sheriff’s deputy stood guard in the
driveway.

Columbine did not close in Oc-
tober after a student was arrested
for making a threat virtually den-
tical to Soup8l's.

But the combination of the Time
article, the release of the suicide
videotapes, plus the pressure of
finals sngd the first Chnstmas since
the shootings ciinched the dec-
5100.

“You throw all those things to-
gether in a mix, and it can push
people 1o the cdge” Kaufrman
said.

“Jt's not fair 1o the kids, and it’s
pot fair to the staff.”

Staff wriers John Ensslin, Kevir:
Flyir and Kevin Vaughan contributed
to this report.

Contact Lynn Rariels at {303} B$2-5327 or

bartelsli? RockyMountainNews.com. ——
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parents
support
closing

Most say safety of
students comes first

By Holly Murtz and Lynn Bartels
Netws Staff Writers -

Parents gave Columbine
High Schoot mostly high marks
Thursday for moving quickly to
close the school after an Inter-
net threat.

Some of those parents had
laghed out at the administration
in October for failing to warn
them after a student threatened
to finish what was started at the
school April 20,

“I think they're finally put-
ting students’ needs above all
the baloney,” parent Randy
Brown said,

“And the fact that they did it
in this case makes me very
happy. It's awful that you have
to close the school but protect-
ing the kids comes first.”

Some parents were con-
cerned that students missed
their inals on Thursday, but they
still backed the administration.

“T'd rather have them close it
than haviag something happen
when they’re to finish their fin-
als,” parent Brenda Smith said.

Student body president Mi-
chael Sheehan said he agreed
with the decision to close the
school.

“It's going to be hard for peo-
ple who have to do them in Jan-
uary,” he smd, “But 1 think it
was a good idea. A ot of kids
would have been too worried to
concentrate on finals.”

Parents Rod and Gail Schnei-
der initially wondered whether
the person who made the threat
was trying to get out of finals,
but supported the school's

See CLOSING on S84

Some question why
concert was held
CLOSING from 4A

decision.

The Schneiders, who have three
chiidren at Columbine, weren't
happy with how the schoo! handled
the October incident.

“You send them off to school
like nothing out of the ordinary is
going on and then you hear on the
news that thev've arrested a kid
for making a threat,” Gail Schnei-
der said.

Parent Russell Qliver wondered
where the line would be drawn.

“If they close school with every
threat that comes along it would
be closed 365 days a year,” he saiil.
“Idont think it's fair to the admin-
istration.”

B. Adams said her daughter was
upset she will have to study again
for her finals. )

“Every time something like this
happens are these kids lives
going to be turned upside down?”
she asked.

Like several other parents and
students, she questioned why the
school canceled classes but con-
tinued with a holiday concert
Thursday eight.

“Idon't get it,” Adams said.
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Killers’ tapes
may saturate
TV stations

By Joanne Ostrow
Denver Post Talevision-Radio Cribic

Ultimately the Columbine killers’ chill-
ing home videos may be just a click away
on every channel. set o music.

Like ihe 65-page Unabomber Manifesto,
the three hours of videos made by Dylan
Klebold and Eric Harris may someday be
available on the Internet for all who care
to endure them.

“How long before they end up on MTV
as a music videp?” Denver talk show host
Peter Boyles recently asked his EHOW au.
dience.

The eveniua) appearance of the tapes on
MSNBC, CNN, “Rivera Live” and the rest
is a realistic and. to some, disturbing possi-
bility. (It was Geraldo Rivera who put the
bloody 8mm Zapruder film of the JFK as-
sassination on national television in 1975, a
controversial step at the time)

First Amendment proponents believe
the eventual uses of the Columbine tapes
are beside the point.

“At this stage you can't say MTV videos
are ot also going to be a way of educating
peaple as to what happened,” said Rebecca
Daugherty, Freedom of Information Sez-
vice Center director for the Reparters
Committee for Freedom of the Press in
Arlingion, Va.

“People are always going to use current
events as a basis for poetry, literature,
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Concert
provides
tranquility

Holiday get-together eases
tension for 3,000 revelers

By Holly Kurtx L
Newos Staff Writer

School had closed, but the show did go on.

The Internet threat that shut Columbine
High on Thursday couldn't keep away 3,000
people from a free holiday concert outside
the school. About 15000 tickets were dis-
tributed.

“Nothing can kill the spirit of Columbine,”
said parent Jenny Zahn, 46, as she listened to
Christnas carols from the steps near the
entrance where the Columbine killers started
their deadly rampage.

The show was billed as a way for Columbine
to thank Colorado. Tickets went to students,
hospitals, emergency medical services, pas-
tors and police.

The Alumni Association of Columbine High
sponsored the show. It was staged by Holiday
Express, 2 New Jersey charity There were
about 90 security guards, no more or less than
planned befare the threats, Jeffersan County
school district spokeswoman Marilyn Saltz-
man said.

Before the show, rumors surfaced that such
big-name performers as Bruce Springsteen
and "N Sync would appear. No dice.

The final fineup included the Ryan Tracey
Band, the Columbine Jazz Band and Holiday
Lxpress,

"“This will probably take the kids’ minds off
things a little while,” safd Celumbine parest
Cecilia Maes, 45.

Spectators warted in hourlong lines for hot
chocolate, swayed in time to fingle Befls and
Let it Snow and watched while jights on a tree
were lit.

“There is grief in our hearts for the fives
that we Jost,” fefferson County Schools Super-
intendent Jane Hammond told the crowd. “We
are changed forever for that. Eight maonths
later you can look and sec the unity we are
bulding.”

Holiday Express raised money for the
show's expenses. Any extra revenues will go
1o the alugygg agacidtiogs which supports the
Ak iy o
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Jeffco sheriff regrets releasing
tapes, shares blame with Time

By Kevin Simpson
and Stacie Oulton
Denver Post Staft Wnters

Last Sunday, when his fax machine
chyrned out the news release from Time
magazine touting its exclusive story on the
Columbine videotapes, Jotin Stone figured
he'd feel the wrath of the local media he'd
jilted.

That was the easy part.

But {ast Monday, the Jeiferson County
sheriff tried to expiain to angry families of
victims his decision to reveal viruient vid-
ea of Kitlers Eric Harris and Dvlan Kiebold
to a national news magazine — a blunder
some regarded as an inexcusable vigiation
of trust.

Emotions ran high: One parent toid
Stone thet if somenne committed suicide in
the wrenching wake of all this, it would be
on his shoulders. Those words stuck with
Stone, whose own leenage son committed
suicide a decade ago.

“You do take that home,"” sajd Stone, in-
terviewed in bis office 1ate last week. ‘'Be-
cause what he says is a possibility. very-
body is stressed out in this thing.”

Yet, after a tumuliugus week that began
with the Time revelations and ended with
another threat of vislence that closed Col-
umbine High School, the shecifi — be-
sieged by criticism and calls for his resig-
nation — had dug in fe ride oot the sturm.

Stone has in the same breath accepted
and defiected responsibility for the un-
timely Time revelations, confining his cul-
pability to a simple case of weli-intention-
ed bul misplaced trust in the reporter he
allowed to view the lapes,

And he has never for a moment consid-
ered stepping down.

“Should 1 let an issue that really is a po-
litical issue, and a battle between the me-
dia here, be an issue that throws me ogt?"
asked Stone, who had been in office only
four months when the April 20 rampage
rocked Columbine.

“The big pictures here are what we did
with the school, and the integrity of that
invesiigation. And 1 think the evidepce will
clearly show that that investigation was
handied very well.”

As the eight-month probe winds to a
close, Stone has pinned his reputation to
the contents of the report that could be re-
leased late next month. But from Day 1,
when he was the conduit for early, errane-
aus infermaiion about the toll of the Col-
umbine rampage, Slone's media presence
has made him a lightning rog for criticism.

“Is it my fault all this happened?” he
asked. "1 don't think se. We do our par! as
best we can to resolve the criminal side
and be open and honest with people. Bui
that seems to be where I'm getting clob-
bered "

Long known as a man who speaks his
wind, Slame’s public candar initially serv-
ed him well during his £2-year run as coun-
ty commissiorer, when it could be spun as
a refreshing trait on the political scepe.
But hiz shoot-from-the-hip comments
eventually cost him political currency.

By last week, his penchant for the public
eye had devolved to an embarrassing se-
duction by the national media. ]

Reasoning nis acquiescenee to Time s a
move thal could help a story that would be
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The Denver Post 7 Kanl Genring

Jetferson County Sheritf John Stone
has apologized for the pain caused by
information he released that was re-
vealed in a Time magazine ariicle.

healing ‘o the community, Stone weighed
the risk and forged ahead, even posing

with some of the murder weapons for a
photographer.

When his strategy misfired. he hlamed
the magazine.

Time has sharply disputed Stone's con- .
tertion that the tapes were shown to a re-
porter on the condition that excerpts not k/

be published. Other media had requested
access and been denied, so Stope claims he

hraced for a two-pronged assault when he
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Stone
paying
for his
decision

STONE from Page 1B

learned the magazine planved o .

make the Harriz and Klebold per-
formances the centerpiece of its
package. )

“This i5 & blalanl slap in the face
to you flocal media) geys,” be said,
holding up the faxed annoyncement
fram Time trumpeting its story in
last week's edition. “Apd that's
I knew this (crilicism) was
. 1 didn't think it wauld be
gvere a5 [t was, but 1 knew it
wad coming.”
the second wave of criticism,
atinging to Stome, came from
-frmilies of those killed or in-

in the Calumbine massacre.
an Robrbough, whose son
was among the 12 students
Xifhét in ihe rampage, may be
Stome’s most outsoken detractor.
To'him, the issue of whether Stone
wii ‘duped by a reporter doesw't
expuse the sheriff's decision to
show the tapes o anyonme in the
firat place.

“I want to know, if he's going to
use the excuse that be was lied lo
by.¥ime magazine, how is that dif-
ferént from him lylng to us aboul
never relessing the information?”
Rolarbough said. “That gay lied to
el ¥ ihese things aren’t ethicaily
wrong, then who sets what the
morals are?

“He should resign. He's victim-
ized the families in an excruciating
way al the worst possible time he
could.”

sisted basically of Harris and Kle-
bold “Rambe-ing it in front of the
camera.” But snippets from ihe
killers' cocky and cold-hinoded
monglogues added apother dimen-
sioq.io the horror that upset the
{amilies when they became, with
fittlz warning, natignal news.

Still, the sheriff aitributes much
of the vitrio! directed at his office
by the famifies as the byproduct of
lingering griel that, in the absence
of Me suicidal killers themsslves,
has 'howhere else to go.

“Because we're the most high
profile in this, maybe we're
eagier targeis,” Stone said. “When
pesple go throngh the grieving pro-
cess; part of that is anger and
blame. I can understand Mr. Rohy-
bouwgh's anger, I can understand his
grief. But 1 didn't kill his son, and
thig department didn’t kil] his sen.”

in some ways, the enduring Col-
umbine controversies, which
reached 2 crescendo with last
week's events and public calls for
his resignation, seem to have jso-
laled Stone. Although long known
as 4 practical joker and great fun
in a crowd, the 50-year-old sheriff
also ts seen largely as a loner, even
by 'those who have worked with
hird for years.

Arvada Police Chief Ren Sloan
sayy'Stone has never asked for ad-
vied, help or support an the Colum-
bing case trom his fellow execu.
tives in the county — a trait Sioan

as an “inherent problem.”

e sheriff “cannot stand alone
with an event of this magnitude "
Sloan said.

Olhers sympathize thal they
duri't know where he could turn for
kelp in handling the pressures of
such a high-profile incident.

“He'’s pretly shook up over this.
11's been a very traumatic experi-
ence. He feels like the world is cav-
ing in on him,” Westminster Police
Chief Dan Montgomery said after
seeing Stone at last week's vegular-
ly scheduled meeting of law-en!
foréement executives in the coun-
ty.
But one friend says Stone’s rasil-
ience will carry hitn through the
waves of criticism.

“If he's human, which be is
bound to be, he's probably down in
the! bpirifs” said Leo Bradley, a
Golden busipessman and lawyer,
“Buk-it won't Jast too long ™
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Cornell said only those mea-
sures that “didn’t cost anything or
. .. could be handled pretty straight-
forwardly" were implemented,

Dunaway agreed.

“l fought a long. losing battle
about improving security,” Dun-
away said. 1 tried for years and
vears Lo improve school security;

“The school district doesn't
have any security to speak of.”

He said the response of district
offictals ta the repeated warnings
was: You sound too much like a
cop.

Hammond said district officials
believed that Corneil's thoughts
on security — specifically on the
issue of putting armed security
guards igp cvery building —
weren’t “compatible” with a task
force created m the wake of the
April 20 shootings.

“l think there are things that
Howard (Cornell) suggested that

[ are not in sync with where we

|

wanled to go,” Hammond said.

Deputy  Superintendent Cindy
Stevenson agreed.

“Our job is nol to create an
armed pohice force,” Stevenson
satd. “That s not the job of a
school district. So anyone in our
distrier who would advocate a
large, armed staff — that's not our
vole.”

But she said the task force has
embraced some of the deas Cor-
neli and Dunaway advanced,

For example, there has been
Inure intensive secunty ltraining
for principals. And that began be-
fore the Columbine attack, she
said.

"We started a year ago last {all
gelling very serious,” Stevenson
said, “We have intensified our of-
forts.”

And the district has this year
limited access to ifs buildings and
is working on its poticy for dealing
with students who make death
threats.

On issues like the crculation of
keys to a particular building, Ham-
mond said the district is testing a
new security system. It would re-
place keys with cards to grant
aceess to the buildings.

Both Dunaway and Cornell said
one of the things that troubled
them was that Hammond seemed
to have little interesi in security
185ues.

“She (Hammond) never asked
me 2 single question aboul securi-
ty,” Dunaway said.

“l worked for the woman for
almost three years, the full time
she was there, and we never had
one private meeting,” Cornell said.
"We never talked about security
one day.” ‘

On some questions pused to
Hammond, she deferred o other
admintstrators hecause she sail
she was nol invelved in the work
on those secutity issues.

One of the security issues that
mast troubled both Comel) and

hewspaper, city and slate )

Alinace (¢

Date: 4 :J//cj/‘]f/'
Eadion-
|

C.".‘ff /u?—i‘ -j)..'flt‘ Cy

Crassiication:
}Submmrng DHce:

Ingexing:

Dunaway was a multimillion-doliar
alarm systern installed in all of the
district’s schools between 1992
andt 1997, »

Both satd the district had nu-
merous problems with the system,

"It is out there right now and
they arc struggling with it,” Cor-
noll said. “They werc changing
over at the time | came on.

“They had started this change-
over in 1992, and it wasn't working
when [ started in "92 and it wasn’t
working in October.”

But the district's sssistant sp-
perintendent, Dave Ilendrickson,
said there were no problems with
the new system,

“The new system's in place at
this point in time and works fne,”
he said. )

For a {ime, the district, in effect,
operated two systems while it
switched to the new technology, he .
said. The problems occurred then,
he said.

But that was just one of many
frustrations for Cornell and Dun-
away.

For example, Cornell said that
after his staff proposed a plan for
facing a violent incident, school
officials took it and said, "We'l|
handle it.”

“What came out of that were
guidelines for establishing a plan
— 1o plan emerged, just puide-
lines, which was maddening,” he
sand.
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Hammond, however, contends
that the district had a cnisis plan in
place long before Columbine and,
in the past eight months, has done
much more school-by-school plan-
ning around the question of how ta
respond to a violent incident.

Told that Cornell and Dunaway
accused district officials of failing
to acknowledge that the unthink-
able could happen in Jefferson
County, Hammond said, “That's
probably right.”

She said as she saw coverage of
other schoot shootings, she could
not fathom that it would happen in
her district.

But she also defended the dis-
trict's attention to school security,

“Would you build a big stome
wall around your schools and put
armed guards on it?” Hammond
asked. "1 think we are putting in
place the kinds of things that can
create safe schools.™

Cornell and Dunaway said they
were not sure what effect — if any
— their proposals would have had
on the events of April 20,

“After arguing all last summer
on this (point) in the task force . . .
there would be, ‘Well, that
wouldn’t have stopped Colum-
bine.” To most of it [ say, ‘Well,
maybe that's right,’ ” Cornell said.

But he said Neil Gardoer, a shee-
iff’s deputy assigned to Columbine
who traded shots with Harns and
Klebold, delayed the killers by
engaging them in gunfire and prob-
ably saved some lives.

“I think if we had had more of

that, we would have saved moare
lives,” he said.

Addittonal reporting by staff writer
Holly Kurtz,

Contact Kevin \'augham at (301} 892-5M 9
or viughapk@ Rocky MountsinNews.com.
Conuect Charley Atde at {303) 892-5020 or

11 ablectn RockyMountainNcws.com.
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The Columbine
Threat:

Reopening the wounds

Nine morths age Amancans sat
stunned (in front of therr television
sels as images of stampedirg
studenis and heawly armed police
were broadeast fram Columbine
High Scriool Studars returned to
schogl in thg fall although by then
Columbine was seared intg the
nation's constious as a symbol ot
school viclencs.

Jus: days belora Chnsimas. &
Cape Coral 1een alegedly
reppened Columbing’s wounds
with an cniine message that
threatened maora wolence.

Staff wrier Kimberly Mier and
photographer And-ew West spenrt
week in Littietan, Cclo., talking
Jth vctine s famly members and
others ol how Columbing 1s

agahng w ik s recovery and
corurucd threats from outs:de

Community forced to relive nightmare again and again

By KIMBEALY MILLER

The: frws-F

LITTLETON. COLO. — Columbine
High School 1s nestled behween gated
communities with nzmes such as The
Glenn at Duich Creek and The
Jefterson w1 Raccoon Creek.

Monrh-old snow covers the ground.
inerrupied by patches hiown
grass. In sunny areas, snow melt trick-
les along the curh and down the hiil
frum where the school is perched.

No ting fiowers lean apainst
makeshift memorials No teddy bears,
filthy with snow and rain. No hand-
scrawled testaments to dead friends.

Not even the school sign memorial-
1zes the 13 vietims of the worst school
shaoting 1 the nannn's history
"Happy New Yeur, Welcome Back™ it
reads

The lone testament te the April 20
horror stands deep nside Chupel Hill
Cemetery — miles from the school -
where students Rachel Scot. 17

Corey DePauter, 17, and teacher Dave
Sanders, 42, are buried
There 13 crosses and 13 saplings
are festponed with mementos
The absence of reminders could he
Lirtleren's wiav of trving 0 heal Lo
forget
he world will not allow it
the nine munths since lhis
wealthy western town was betraved
by a0 ol its own children, (bhe
waoinds remain raw hut hidden
Lidleton now is a spot on the map
where tour buses couise slowly by
Columbine and where the popular
question at the chamber of commerce
is tor directivns to the infamous cam-
pus
Instead of |

sing back on the
tragedy, however, the school and the
commmunity trv 4o focus on homecom-
ing games, Christmas concerts and
SATs

Littleton exudes tranguiity and
prosperity, hope and healing Buw
lnoks can deceive.

the murderous rampage ol stu-
dents Erie Harris and Dyvlan Klebold
shook the feelinps of serenity and
sufetv in the Rocky Mountain toothills
COMMUIY.

Residents are tving e bwnld on the
remnants of that scearity  Awthorities
uo after those wha threaten 10—

That'» why residents find it hard to
forgive Michael lan Campbell

The Cape Caral 18-vear-old entered
thetr world Dec 13 whrough an
Internet message 1hat threstened to
fintsf what Harris and Kiebold sturted.

The recipiemt of the e-mmai, 16-year-
old Erin Walton. was ane of the last
survivors tu escape Columbine on
April 20.

Campbell. who pleaded not guilry to
sending the message in 4 Denver fed-
eral conrtroom Tuesday, was not the
first to threaten Cuolumbime’s scant
leeqngs of security Residents say he
won't he the fast

See COLUMBINE / 6A

LB\
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el Walktos
what ner daughter was Wearmg the
day of the §ithings.
H was what \hey all wanted (0 kaow
— the police, the triage workess the
sclel officinls 3 rehing through
names of the students who n:c‘apl*d
Columbme, she smw oty of Erins, hut
when her oyes shid to the st names.
none of them matched.
She remembers standing oq a hill
i b schoad with her mether
Tovn-agers ran b hoee, She picks ow
Dluades in the ditance, bt pope of
the are Erip,
Shes foaded or10 0 bus and faken
sthaol VT thought, This
leiling me iy datghtes
she recalls
ula NI et pispervark Peaple
wanl o Knew agmn wisd Vrin s
e .

nt remernier

She witliis un 10 o delective and
says she's noking for her daughier,

ieh: her name 1o o hist of hun-
ot othur parenis

Someone hands hee o celinlar
phene She ealls the iouse. Her huy
hand answers. He has Erin He
fonad her 4 gathering point about
from Cojumbing,
wis my e that day,” she
savi "Mooane whoe wasnt there
contd ever undersland i
Fein, 16, bad o seience lab next
it e where eacher iJave
Sandars was dving, She gave up hey
CORE L cover ki when students car-
Bz I bl wounds needed sume.
P ak g hlan
diddny
Uiy, It <BIT hasn't

v LE

el remember 1

DLIRDAY, SAR ARy 10,

eep reopent

Camphel!

g
e said Deowy
going to fin
whar Harrw wnd
Klehold siareed
He didi'l wans
her Blood i fus

Cape {ovsl
anutd
gy

u b
o hide, She p
Erm's car in the
garage o
the e-mait sen
ftnew what
daughter drovs,
She admizs that!
might  appear
neurotic

Aut, then. nu
one  £lwe was
Walton on Apri
it

Vhien Fii
toid the Waltons
that Seups ! lived
in Flarida, family
members tels
a bhit. Bui the
travma st was
ton  much o Jor
Ertn and Caasie.

The sters
tinally govi- w:
Cotpmbine

]
8y

boring Dhi
High Sehael on

are forci

i2 e Lo de thnt,

INTERNET SCARE: Michae!

Campbell leaves the fgderal
courthouse in Denver on Tuss-
day with attorney £iis Bubin
after appearing betore a judge.

FAIN REVIVED: Frin Walton,
ong of the jagt students out of
the school during the Columbine
shooting, was the vichm of an
internet threat by Cape Coral
resident Michael Camphell.

SHERIFF'S CRITIC: Brian Rohr
bough whose son Dande! who
was kitled, helieves law enforce-
meant  agents nould  have
ermerad e schon! sarkiar,
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Un Dec [5, Jetferson County
School officials issued a “White Hot"
alert. The term — born out of the
Columbine tragedy - mobilizes the
district's top administrators and
their media spokespeople. It's a
warning that yet again the 89,000-
studert schou) distriet is in crisis.

This time the crisis is sparked by a
compuler keypad in Florida and a teen
wha didnvupderstand that, even eight
monihs later, a thoughtless threat
about finishing what Harris and
Klebold started would jar Littleton.

Thi: two teen-agers kulled 13 peo-
ple who got up on an unusually
wartm April morning and began what
promised to be anolker routine day.
Hy 1pm. they were dead.

Rachel Scott was one of the first to
Tie. She was shol three times at the top
“f an outside staircase that leads from
ie second-floor fibrary to the cafeteria,

According to a witnesses, one killer

asked the wounded teen whether she
still believed in God. When she said
ves, he put a bullet in her temple.
" Lance Kirklin, 16, was headed to
the parking lot during lunch to have
a cigaretie with Danny Rohrbaugh.
Both were shot. )

Lanee, still alive, looked into the
blaring sun and saw a silhouette. He

. didn’t realize il was one of the killers.

“1 need nelp. Can you help me?”
Lance pieaded.

“I'll heip you,” the laller respond-
ed and shot him in the face.

Lance, unlike Danny, lived. He has
endured months of rehabilitation. He
will carry his heerifying memories
for life. )

Cassie Bernall hid under a table in
the second-floor library when Harris
and Klehold attacked. )

By then the killers had shed their
trench coats, Their floor-length jackets
made it harder to wield their weapons.

One loocked under Cassie's table,
said “peek-2-boo” and shot her in the
face.

But then people know this. The
gory details. They've been drummed
into people’s skulls like the beat of a
heavy melal music anthem. The tale
that goes largely untold outside the
Littleton bubble ts the devastation
that followed the massaore.

Gun lobbyists fight Littleton parents
who wani lougher gun restrictions.

A call for the resignalion of Sheriff
John Stone has gone out from people
who believe he mishandled not only
the kitlings but the follow-up mvesti-
gation. o

Parents have criticized a leacher
who called 911 from a library phone
but hid in a cabinet as students died.

The mother of a student partialy
paralyzed in the attack committed sui-
cide, ending her life with a revolver
she saw in a pawn shop window.

I'he 14994 Columbine Hilgh School

yearbook — which normal

y sells for
$45 __ was com-
manding thou-
sands.

“The  waorst
times began
around the six-
month  anniver-
sary,” says Rick
Kauffman, a
Jefferson school
district
spokesman. “A
Columbine stu-
dent made a
threat  against
the school. That
same week Carla
Hochhalter com-
mitted suicide "

Cotumbine
attendance, nor-
mally 95 per-
cent, dropped to
50 percent.

“Then the
schowl was rid-
ing high
because  they
won the state
championship,”
Kauffman said.

That cuphoria
didn't last.
Videotapes  of
Harris and
Kiebold planning
the attack were
released  soon

after the victory,

Kauffman said.

And Time maga-

zine publicized

them. Then,
right before
finals and the

[ast  day of

school, Camp-

bell's threat
flashed through
cyberspace.
Campbell,
whose  father
died in

November, faces

charges of send-

ing an Internet

:hreat. His
awyer argues
Campbell was

temporarily
insane because
he was intoxicat-
ed by the virtyal

world of the
Internet.
Columbine

shut down two
days early for
wmter  break.

Final exams were postponed.

“What he did to Columbine would
be exactly like if someone from here
sent him an e-mail saying that. ‘Hey,
we're glad your dad is dead. Now
we're coming for you and your
mom,'" says Brian Rohrbough,
whose sun Danny dieg April 20.

It is easy for Southwest Florida
residents to push Columbine High
Schoot to the curners of their minds.
places where they keep images of a
Waco compound in flames, of 2 hol-
low shell of a federai building in
Oklahoma City.

In Lee County the name
Columbine makes ijts way inlo
schuol board discussions abowt safe-
ty and newspaper stories about
bomb threats.

Columbine no longer is a flower in
America’s vocabulary. It is an adjec-
tive used to stress tragic scenariys.

The nation’s familiarity with
Columbine and other school shoot-
ings is why University of Virginia

Professor Peter Sheras believes
Campbell's conscience didn't stop
him from making his false threar.

Sheras, who studies adolescent
behavior and clinical psychology,
says Campbell and society are
desensilized to tragedy,

“My guess is, he never dreamed he
would get this kind of response,”
Sheras says. “A lot of leen-agers
don't know what the rule for behav-
ior is anymore. They live in a social
microcosm. that's different than the
society around them "

Campbell, an aspiring actor, says
he was playing the role of a villain
when he senl the message. He want-
ed 10 see what kind of reaction he
could get.

Campbell says he never dreamed
what the consequences would be. He
has apologized repeatedly for the
threat, even asking to speak to
Columbine students during an
assembly,

*I can't put myself in their shoes,”
Campbell says. “I can try. 1 can say,
‘What wouid it be like to have my
child taken away.’ I try to see where
they are coming from.

“! know they think I'm just some
punk kid from Southwest Florida
who was trying to play with them,”
he says. “1just wasn't thinking.”

Lance Kirklin, 16, still is groggy
when he answers the door of the
two-story house he shares with his
father, Mike. It's 8 am. on a
Saturday.

Despite the early hour, he's will-
ing to talk about what happened to
him.

Even theugh he’s done “hundreds”
of interviews, he knows people
Témain currous.

Mike Kirklin, 40, cautions that he
docsn’t want his son reliwng the
shooting. There's been too much of
that. He wants to focus on the latest
threat, the one from Campbell.

Stilt, details of April 20 seep in.

“If {Michael) would have been
around to see how it affected every-
one, right here in Littleton, right here
in my own home ... it really infurates
me.” says Mike Kirklin. “You've got 13
deaths, and people are paralyzed. |
had 10 see my son’s head as big as a
basketball. He needs to think ahoul
what happened here ™ ] )

Lance Kirklin was semiconscious
when a |2-gauge shotgun exploded
in his face. He atready had been shot
three times and lay at ihe bottom of
a stone staircase near the schoul
cafetoria.

“A month later everything died
down for a lot of people around here.
A month later [ was still leeding my
son through a tube,” Mike Kirkhin
SayS.

Kirklin is a straight-talker — a
bard-working, blue-collar guy.
A burly truck sits in his driveway,
several muscular steps above the
average pickup. A pool table domi-
nates the living room.

A framed picture of Lance -
tucked inio a hospital chair, tubes
running from his arm to plastic bags
Tult of clear fluids — is in the foyer,
Members  of the rock band

~perosmith stand behind him. Lance
15 giving a thumbs-up.

Mike Kirklin is just returning to
work after spending months caring
for his son. The lost business hurts,
Calls from bill collectors are anothey
reminder of the family’s financial sit-
uation.

Lance returned to school in the
fali and says life is as normal as it's
going to be for a yhile.

Doctors stole bnes from his left
call to reconstru¢t his jaw. His leg
sears rival those on his face.

Yet there is laughtes in the house.
“The town really came 1ogether, and
people, 1 think, look out for each
other more,"” Mike Yirklin says

“Yeah, although someone still cut
me off yesterday,” says Lance, suar-
casm lacing his tone. -

mmm

Bob Curnow sounds flal and tired
in the voice-mail recording.

“1 got your message. As far as that
threat is concerned, [ couid care less
either way,” he says about
Campbell's Internet message.

Cummow’'s son, Steven, 14, died
April 20.

On his cross at Chapet Hill
Cemetery, someone scrawled, “At
the end of the year, | missed vou'"!
(Sitting behind me in gym.,) I am
sorry.”

“Fll pass your name and number
along to some people who might
want to talk,” Curnow says.
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Harris and Klebold wanted to lall
maore.

They carried two duffel bags when
they walked into Columbine just
before the first lunch period. Each
bag contained a 20-pound propane
tank. A one-gallon gas tank was
attached to each of those.

The killers set them down on a
cafeteria table.

“No one paid any attention," says
Kaufman, the school district
spokesman who was at Columbine
less than 15 minutes afier the mas-
sacre slarted. “Nowadays there
could have been athletic gear in
there or props for a play.”

Harris and Klebold set the tanks to
explode a few minutes into hinch.
Thgn the pair went outside 10 “gear
up.”

Kanfman says the plan was to wait
for the bombs tn explode and then
pick off survivors fleeing the build-
ing.

The two teens converged on the
b}:fi]ding when the bombs didn't go
off.

“They sprayed it with gunfire,”
Kaulman says. "Kids in the cafetena
thought it was a senior prank at first.
Then they started getting under the
tables.”

The killers entered the second-
floor library, near an outside
entrance.

“They randemly started shooting
kids; there was no rhyme or reason,”
Kaufman says.

Other witness accounts vary.

In the beginning wiinesses
helieved the killers were gunning for
jocks who taunted them in the past.

Others suitt they were racists,
picking out Isaiah Shoels, who is
black, as a victim.

Others believed the pair had
something against Christians

Kaufman recounts shooting
details from a fourth-story confer-
ence room in the school administra-
tion building.

Here agaimn there is a lack of any-
thing relating to the killings.

The only reminder, other than
Kaufman's memories, is a small biue
lapel pin he wears in the shape of a
ribbon.

When Kaufman arrived at the
school, he found two people strug-
ghng to get Lance Kirklin to an
ambulance.

A former emergency medical tech-
nician. Kaufman grabbed Kirklin by
the waist and helped pult him to
safety. .

Kaufman's eves tear when he
remembers how they thought Kirklin
was dead. “lt was the most surreal
experience [ have ever had.”

Inside Celumbine, Harris and
Klebold returned to the cafeteria. They

moved one unexpioded bomb into the
kitchen and got themselves sodas.

Kaufman says surveillance video
shows them irying to get into a freezer
where custodians were hiding.

Frum Day 1 the district's goal has
been to resume a pormal routine,
Kaufman says.

Memorials piled up around Rachel
Scott's car and John Tomlin's truck
where they were parked the Mornitig.
of the massacre in Robent k. Clement
Park, adjacent to the schoot. Ttat's
all gone now. .

School district volunteers cleaned
each item placed ut the memorials,
boxed -them up and placed them in
rooms-at the Denver Federal Center.
Each victim has his or herown
roon, even Kiebold and Harris.

aEN
Rick Castaldo’s son is shooting vit-
jains In & James Bond video game
whenthe tefephone rings.
“Can you hear that?” he says of
the cemputer-created gunfire in the
background before sighing at the

jrony of it. “It's actually good for

therapy in his hand.”
Richard Castaldo, 18, is partiall

aralyzed from the wounds he suf-

ered.

Castaldo agrees 1o talk over the
tetephone only — it's less dizruptive.
he moved from
Virginia to Colorado. Richard lives
mast of the time with hs mother and

Since the shooti

stepfather i-, Littleton.

astaldo moved to help take care
of his son. “] guess [ would describe
our lives as having highs and lows,”

he says.

There have heen many bumps, such
as Campbell's threat Life in Littieton,

he says, never will be the same.

“] think it's going to get worse.
One of my personal frustrations is |
don't think the community is ready
to really look at what has happened
here,” he says. “Ch, it will quiet
dawn for a while, but only until the

next big thing happens.”

Richard, now a Columbine senior,
offers Campbell litite sympathy.
“They should pul him away for a
long time,"” he says.

Who actually said they believed in
God before being shot has become
an odd debate.

Early accounts attributed the tes-
tameni to Rachel Scott, overheard by
Richard Castaldo, who lay wounded
neat her.

Police told Rachel's family of the
words after hearing Richard recount
the details.

Now Castaldo can't remember
telling that story to family and
friends shortly after the shooting.

A librery witness said he heard
Cussie Bernall dectare her belief in
God, but when guestioned months
later by police, he said he might have
mistaken the place where Cassie hid
for where another surviver took
refuge.

The debate doesn’t bother Beth

Nimmao, Rachel's mother. She says

. she believes her daughter, a devow

Christian, uttered the words.
Rachel's burgundy Acura still sits
in Nimmo's driveway. White writing
on the windows is fading with raip
and snow. “We love you” still is
clearly visible.
The rear window sports a black

bumpetr  sticker  that reads,
“Disappear fear.”
Rachel's  youngest  brother,

Michael, answers the door fo the
family’s two-story house. He's 15
and takes two classes al Columbine.
He is taught at home for the others.

His brother Craig, 17, was in the
library when the shooting began. He
played dead so he could live.

“It's hard t0 concentrate,” says
Michael about taking classes at the
school. He's upset {hat there are no
memorials for the dead
Columbine.

{n the 20th of every month, he
sets roses down on the sidewalk
where his sister died.

Nimma quit her job as an adminis-

trative assistant to take care of her

two sons and continue speaking pub-
licly about God — a ministry they

say Rachel started. The salary her

husband brings in now supports the
family.

didn’t know what she knew,” Nimmo
$ays. 4

Nimmo also is upset aboul the
lack of memorials to the dead. She
says a new foundation is working to
create a permaneni memorial.

On the first day of school, thou-
sands of supporters rallied in “conl
of the scheol'to create & so.’ of
human shield for the chiidren = ‘er-
ing. During a pep-rally inside, the
shooting was barely mentioned.

“It was all, 'Rah, rah, rah, We're
Columbine.” bul some of Columbine
is buried now,” Nimmo says,

At this time last year, Brian
Rohrbough worked with his son
Daniel in his aulomobile detailing
shop. The plan was to pass it down
to his son, and Daniel wanied the
challenge.

Now Daniel is dead.

Rohrbough scaled back his busi-
ness and turned his energy to battle
the sheriff's office, which he feels
should have entered the schoot earli-
er during the shootings and shuuld
have listened to parents’ complaints
about Harris and Klebold.

“This has corsumed all of my lLife,”

" Rohrbough says. “My son died oul-

“Mde the school in a photo that was

seen around the world. | knew right
from the beginning that 8
ast\;}r‘wd." : g g that | would take
en 2 church put up 15 crosses
13 for the victims, two for lh;

of killers — Rohrbough foid CNN he

planned to remove the crosses f
; o
E:‘;;lrs an;i t!'(lleb‘;zlcl. He did it in lhg

e of the day, with televisi
Cafl:;l’ﬂS rolling. Y elevision

"We said, ‘If you want to worshi
murderers, g0 ahead. But dun’tsp:al:

them next to my Kkid.' The
way equal,” he says. y are no

"'rhrbough says he will not for-

giv: Harris and Klebold. He's angry

Money from a state victim’s assis-10cal churches have preached for-

tance program has run out. Nimm
says she will have 1o reapply.

says. “The whole day seems to

%] think we are going to have tGampbell.
redefine normal in our family,” shetough” he says.

( giveness.

He’s not “ready yet to forgive
I do feel for him,

revolve around April 20. There's
nowhere to hide.”

Her daughter wrote letters, some-
times to God, and poems that hint at
a life cut short — rot by suicide but
by homicide. A drawing done short-
ly before she died shows 13
teardrops falling from two eyes onto
a rose.

“| believe she knew something but
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WAY TO REMEMBER: Beth Nimmo's daughter Rachel Scoft,
shown in the portrait behind her, was ong of the first to dic in the
Solumbine High School massacre, Nimmo quit her job to start a
ninistry in Rachel's name.
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STILL THERE: Nine months atter the Columbine High School shootings. inbutes still cover the windows
of Rachel Scoli’s car. Scott died dunng the massacre. Her car wa: parked that day i Robert F Clement

h e " e -

Park, near the schicol. Mourners covered it with Howers and ot! o0 offenir s

Schools no longer ignore rumors

Mussacre {orces
officials Lo take
all threats sertously

By KIMBERLY MILLER

The News-Dress

School rumors of violence
once disregarded  as  immature
signs of adoiescence — now sain-
mon police and  hamb-sntfing
dogs.

IUs Bife alter Columibnne.

Since the shoutings that left 12
students, a leacher und two teen
gunmen dead in Codorado last
April. school districts around the
country have chanpged the wav
they handle threats.

In Lee Coumty, school resourte
officers and admiwistralors have
been tained (o react to the slight-
st hing of potentia! rouble.

“Algt of the inlormation we for-
merly lonked ot s not heing thal
big of an tssue we now thoroughly
tvestigate.” said Charles Bell,

who gversedy secUrity as director

of student semvices “RBefore we

might Bave said. Well kids e
qust being kids, Now we Dk
evarvthing down, tind the source
and make sure we have fooged
every possible avenue

In December. Martiner Hizh
Schonl Principal Miuchaet
MeNerney called in police and
metal detectors alter learning of o
ramoc abodt a schoot shooting

It turned out to be o lanchrowsm
joke.

Rut someone overhedrd the cun
versation, and it spon becape o
runor.

‘The story was traced back o
two lean bovs, who were suspend-
cd for rwo days before Chrisimis
hreaic

They were aliowed Yo retuin
Jan 3 after a disdp!ina(_« hewiey
found o cause fur turther purssb
menl

A smilar madent occurred m
May. More than L&0H siudaris
stuyed home from three schools in
respohse lo an alerl iysued by the
Lee Counry sherif’s Office hased
on rumors of pending vintence

Tae threats. one writlen or i
hathroom mutror, came less (i

e owerks after the Cotumbine
RTINS

Chare nob goiug e have sio-
derss Lonmy n concemed  ahot
sefon in-nead of beerning, " Bell sad.

Uover Sheras, University ol
Vo o assncate professor of edu-
Cobar, sees o sitnilarity. between
sude ol threats wind homb jokes that
perizle wed o make in the menal
dulscior iine at the mrport

Yohen sirports inereased securt-
"o response W hijackings, any
oot was et witdr o full inesti-
2ot .

cople slarted to reahze what

worlt happen it they joked abowt
it sheray suid USludents wil
st cvalize the sume thing ™

Eor some parents can't wail for
thir oy

Conde At edjre pulled her son
out L rress Lake Middle School
alles v Mevember bomb thrast

Yaels now hoeme schooling the
e il

stumbine, cerlainly, no donbt

war hart of the” she siad "My bife
i b e snlously mare easy 1 don't
T Leoworry about! My oson’s
EIUETAN

i

et
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With the temperature hovering in
the mid-48s, Chris Lawrence, 13, 5its
on a biack granite bench staring at
the 13 crosses erected at Chapel Hill
Cemetery.

Lawrence's stare is blank. He's
not there to think about the dead.
He passes the memonial twice a day
when he cuts through the cemetery
to get to Newton Middle School,
which was not left unscathed by
Columbine.

Newton also was shut down after
Campbell's message. The bomb
squad arrived, and dogs sniffed
around the campus searching for
threats.

“1 didn’t understand it,” Lawrence
says. “Columbine is far away frum
here”

Today he's waiting for a friend.
The memonal has become a meeting
place between the two boys’ houses
— a part of everyday life.

When his friend shews up, the
hoys walk away without a backward
glance at the strangers left standing
there.

Two days later Lawrence is back
again. Cutting through the cemetery
with the same friend. This time they
stop at the crosses and look.

~The more people talk about this,
the more the families cry about it
and stufi,” he says before walking
away. “They should stop talking
about it.”

— Kimberly Miller can be reached at
335-0356.

-

WORDS
IN MEMORIAM

Handwritten messages left on
wooden crosses at one of the
memorial sites tor the victims
af the Golumbine High School
shooting.

Danie! Rahrbough
“Danny. | promise to tell
l your story.” — Todd

‘ Cassie Bemnall
“Yau inspire a lot of peaple-
\ Way to go. See you iater.”

Kelly Flaming
“My title Kelly Bells, there
is not a day that goes by that
you are not in my thoughts.”
Love, Dad

Lauren Townsend
| “Lulu — Always my paby,
now my guardian angel. il
see you in paradise. | love
you bunches, oodles, a!ways
and forever.” — Mormmie

Kyle Velasquaz
“Kyle, we miss you. Wy
garden will always grow for
you," — Mark & Belinda

Mathaw Kechtat
“Well Matt, | miss you 80
ruch. 1 will never forget
geometry class. We had so
much fun in that class.” —
Kami

|

John Tomlin
“Do not worry, you will
make the ultimate touchdown
on judgment day. Amen.”

Rachel Scott
*You touch my heart and I
see you when | die.” — Lovs,
Eddie. 8 years old

Dave Sanders
“Uncle Dave, | fove you
lots. | will always remember
you as a hero and a greal
person.”

, Corey DePooter

“For the short time we knew
each other you became one
of my best and most
respected friends. | will
always love you, bud. You're
in God's hands now.”

Isaiah Shoels
“Hey Isaiah, it's me Jeff! |
miss you a lot! | finally
graduated. We had good
times jokin’ around at school
Thanks for being & real
friend.”

Daniel Mauser
“When | was in schoot
paople called me Moose too.
Moose, heip everyone heal.”

Staven Curnow
“At the end of the year, |
missed you!ll (Sitting behind
me in gym.) | am soriy.”
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Some question ethics
of selling products
marking massacre

By KIMBERLY MILLER

The News. Prese,

tirst the  carmuge  came 1o
Columbine High School, then tie
commemoritive T-shirts.

Mare than nine months alter rwo
teen-age gunmen eniered the
Colurade schoaol, kitling 13 ond
themsefves, trinkets memorializing
the slaughter stll are plentiful on
the Inernet

Al numerous Uolumbine Wel:
sites. people can buv everyvthing
[rom commemarative Bcanwe Balnes
to "Never Forgotten” lapel pins.

Memornial-service  videos  run
$16.95 Bible study pwides go fur
3499 Poerrv, decals. jeweley
(3499 for u lapet pm). kev-vhums
{88.900, magazines and hocks alse
are dvailahle

Howkers of the commeinorutive
items say they are a way 1o remem-
ber Ihe dead and somefimes are
used 1o promate religion. Many
Weh sites claim some of the pro-
ceeds will go to help the victims or
to organtzations endorsed by the
vietims” families.

S0l some peopie questinn the
ethics ot capitalizing on a trugedy
such #s the murders &t Columbine.

"It is surely in poor taste at best
and raises questiens about the
decency of o civil socieiy,” said
University of Virgima Professor
Patrici: Werhane, who teaches phe
losophy and ethics. “)s it unethical
tu capitalize on these 1ragedies”
Weli, | would say guestionable and
undignifed "

Memorial Web sites sprouted
st davs after the April 20, 1999,
shaoting at Columbing, said Lora
Raher. directar of the Foothills
Youndativn . which belped conseli-
date some of the monty pouring in
for the vichims

Raber said the nomber of differ-
ent fund-raising aceounts made
some peaple guestion therr {egit-
magy

Exentually, the Denver district
attorney’s office gol involved in
tracking where the donated money
wils going

“Everyhody was aware that there
was 4 ot of confusion.” said Raber,
who began nodicing commemora-

File phalo

TRAGIC DAY Critics say Columbine High School students’ anguish

has been exploited for prefit.

tive bumper stickers and other
iems shorily after the shooting.
“The Mclonald' s was even giving
gecals away.”

Raber's foandation is listed on a
Web site that touts itsetf as the
“Official Columbire Information
and Relief Etforts” site.

Besides information about where
to send meney. it also advertises
memorial lape! ping and CDs and
telis how 1o donate to a hook drive.

Raber knew nothing about the
Web site. “l don’t knew how official
il is when I've never even heard of
i.”

Another  Weh  site,  called
Cotumbine Redemplion, is dedical-
ed to Rachel Scott, 17, who was
killed at 1the school.

Rachel's father Darrell Scon,
has quit his job in Littletan and i
traveling the country speaking
about his daughter's hife and her
dedication tv God.

The Weh site docsn’t advertise
commemaorative atems, but 1l s
linked to a new teen magazine
catled Rachel's Jourmat

The magazine cosls 521 for 12
issues and focuses on religious
matters.

Editor Eric Baker satd part of the
proceeds will go to the Celumbine
Redemption Foundation to buid a
religious (raining center for voung
people.

But Baker said he wasn't sure
how much of the profits will be for
charity.

“I know part of the money will go
to pav fur the magazine: I'm sure
whalever's el will pgo 1o
Columbine  Redemption.”  said
Baker, who also sells videos made
by Scoll.

Baker said he is concerned people
may try fo make u profit on the
Columbine {rapedv withoui donat-
ing any money for chanlable causes.

He udmitted that there is no
accountability Jor any of the Web
sites

Rachel's mother. Beth Nimmo,
said 1he commemorative items
don't bother her.

“1 think it's just the wav our soci
ety relates 1o an event hike ths”
she said. A b of people have
been profoundly impacled by
Columbine.”

Glenn Whitehnuse, assistan? pro-

fessor of phitosophy at Florida Gull

Coast Unjversity, comparcd the
Columbine aftermath to 1he memios-
rabihy  frenzy  that  followed
Princess Diana’s death

The Internet, he said, makes it
easier for people to sell their wares

“Pecple have always used these
kinds of tragedies for political pur-
poses.” Whitehouse said. "There
are greater oppurtumlies now with
the Internet. Keeping it tasteful is
the hard part.”

One of the larger Web siles sell-
ing bonks, key chains. videos, hals,
T-shiris and CHs 15 sponsored hy
Yes | Believe, a foundation dedicat:
ed to Cassie Bernall

Cassiv, 17, dicd 1 the Columbine
librarv [t wus widely believed that
she wis shet afler ooe of the gen
men asked whether she behieved in
Gaod and she suid "yes ™

Christian  groups  fook  he)
alleged alfirmation and used i 1o
promeie a resurgence in yvouth reh-
fien ’

Cassit’s mother, Misty, even
wrote i book called “She sard Yes,
the Uniikely Martyrdom ot Cassic
Bernall.”

Recently.  however,  Cussie’s
proclamation has heen guestioned
In the vonfusion of the moment.
witnesses may have made o mis-
take about who actually said they
believed in God

The question hasn’t stopped the
Yes 1 Believe Foundatwon, which
continues to sell memoramba s
Cassit’s nume,

Jason Janyz. a Littleton vouth
minister, sind the Beinall fanuhy
still  believes Cassic said  the
thgee famous words and will con-
tinue (o sell ilems commemorating
her.

Janz refused 10 say whan portion
of the proceeds of Yes 1 Believe
products goes 1o 1he Casste Bernall
foundztion.

He said the foundativn is using,
the money o set wp voully min-
tstries locally and nationally

Different motives emerged in the
aftermath of Columbine, Junz said.
“Soma people view Columbine us a
responsihility to spread the word of
God, ttke the Bernalls.” he said.
“Others sce il as an area for finan-
cial gain.

“Everynne has 10 judge what
they feel i< u worthy cause. The
people at Yes [ Believe aren t mak.
ing any moey,” '

That's whal consumers hirve to
he awuare of, snid Dan Langan.
director of public information for
the Natiorral Charitees Information
Bureau.

‘The bureat investigates charities
for their legitunacy.

He said the office hasn heen
asked to investigate anything relat-
ed to Columbine but said the public
shoutd be alert fo charities that
spring up after tragedies.

“Scams really come out when it
has (o de with catastrophes.”
Langan said. "We alwavs suggest
that you know cxactly how much
of the manev 15 going to charity
and what the charity is using it
for.”
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 01/06/2000
To: Denver
From: Sacramento

Chico RA
Contact: SA| |

Approved By:l B&
Drafted By:l }mj

Case ID #: 174A-DN~57419/51€Pending}

Title: UNSUB;
THREATS - COLOMBINE HIGH SCHOOL

Synopsis: Threat information provided.

Details: On 12/17/1999, writer was cingag;gd_hx_hiautenand::::::]
Glenn County Sheriff's Office, concerning a

ca is department had received regarding a potential sguspect

concerning an email threat directed towards Colombine High

School , advised that contact was made with reporting party
l Who advised that she had bee f with an

individual identifie?_gnlx_nx_ﬁg;ggn_namg advised
Sheriff's units that J]a 12-step recovery
chat room in which they communicate via computer with individuals
who have various addictions. qurther advised the
Sheriff's units that she was versation in the chat room
with the individual identified as and that the individual
rlaimed responsibility for making a threat towards Colombine High
School.

The writer then contacted Denver in reference to the
current case during which he was advised that Denver had an
individual in custody for the captioned E-mail threat. Based on
information Sacramento received concerning the chat conversation,
it appeared that the individual claiming respongibility may have
been 8imply attempting to gain the attention of This
information was provided to Denver. Denver advised the writer
that no further investigation was requested of Sacramento based
on information they "had concerning their suspect in custody.
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To: Denver From: Sacramento
Re: 174A-DN-57419, 01/06/2000

Based on Denver's apprehension of the suspect
concerning the captioned E-mail threat and regquest for no further
investigation to be completed in Sacramento, this matter is
congidered covered.
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L
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 02/09/2000
To: Denver Attn: Squad Five Agents {(Info)

From: Denver
Squad Five/JTTF-DT
Contact: SH |

Approved By:

Drafted By: I rmah

Case ID #: 174A-DN-57419 {Pending)
174A-DN- 19-IT (INTERNET THREATS)

Title: ERIC HARRIS (DECEASED) -
DYLAN KLEBOLD (DECEASED) -~ @
UNSUB (8) 1
COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL )Qr
JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADOC //’/
04/20/199%
ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBING

Synopais: Request to open an Internet threats sub file as a
repository for related Internet threats concerning cmptioned
matter.

Details: Redquest a separate sub file be opened as a repository
for related Internet threats concerning the Columbine incident.

Based upon the increase in related Internet threats
coming to the attention of the Denver JTTF, writer recommends
opening a sub file to captioned watter as a repository for these
threats.

If the subject of a specific threat can be located and
identified, writer recommends that the case agent initiate a
separate PI cor FFI, as appropriate, and discontinue working the
investigation under captioned file. {
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Title:

Character: | Ji£A- DA~ 574149
of

Classification:

Submitting Office:

THmPA

Indexing:

Plea deal set in Columbine threat

Cawnpitad trom Times wires

DENVER — Federal prosecu-
tors have reached a plea agree.
ment with Michael Jan Campbell,
the Florida teen accused of threat-

ening Columbine

IN BRIBF High School on
h the Internet.

The deal will require Campbell

to plead guilty to a crime, bu
terms remained secret Monday.

Campbell, 18, of Cape Coral iz
charged with transmitting a threat
of violence across state lines, a
federal felony punishable by up to
five years in prison.
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174A-DN-57419
MAH :mah

On the dates indicated. the follawing investigation was
conducted by Special Agent Denver FBI, JTTF-DT:

< e
on 02/23/2000,4 Loord < 1

._regiden ]
telephone was telephonically contacted and
advised he was Tng requesced to take a polygraph exam <’(g§},

concerning his possible involvement in the COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL
(CHS) shootings of April, 1999. - :l

(S
rm‘ised he would discuss the matter with his
SN father, and get back to the FBI with an answer.

also advised that on 01/20/2000, he had been in
contact © nternet with an individual using an E-mail

address of] Internet service
provider was JUNEAU. ained tha i -mail
address belonged to informed she
had previously talked RKLEBOLD over the Internet prior
to the CHS shootings. informe |she woudd contact
. hip later using a new E-mai o
| jJacl . coml to keep the FBI
appraised o 18 conversati
badic
L On 02/24/2000, |telephonically contacted
b the FBI and expressed concerns about why his son was being

d to take another polygraph exam. After explaining to
hy his son was being offered another polygraph, he
agreed to talk the matter over with his son and get back with the
FEI concerning his son's decision.

on 03/07/2000,] Jwas telephonically
contacted and advised SA:______;that since he already subjected
himself to two polygraph examinations he would not agree to a

third one. |

I advised that the first one, which he believed
wags fully-completed by the FBI; as well as a second one, which
i was provided by an ATF agent, revealed that he was telllng the
o truth about his not being involved.in the CHS incident.
7 According t the ATF agent who prov1ded him with a
“vigual polygrapn,  indicated to him that in the agent's cpinion,
[::::;;:j%ad been truthful and therefore, would not need to take
another polygraph examination.
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(Rev. 13-01-1999)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/27/2000

To: Dpenver

From: Denver
Squad Five/JTTF-DT
Contact: | 1
e (AR

Approved By: I I

=
pratted By [ Jman

Case ID #: _174A-DN-57419 (Pending)

Title: CHANGED e
ERIC HARRIS (DECEASED) —
DYLAN KLEBOLD (DECEASED)
COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL —
UNINCORPORATED JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO
04/20/1999
EID - ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBING

Synopsis: Request for caption change.

Previous Title: Title marked "Changed” to reflect deldetion of
UNSUB(S) from the title and specification of the location of
captioned incident as being in unincorporated Jefferson County.
Title previously carried as “ERIC HARRIS (DECEASED); DYLAN
KLEBCOLD (DECEASED); UNSURB({S8); COLUMBINE HIGH SCHQOL; JEFFERSCON
COUNTY, COLORADQ; 04/20/1999; EID-ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBING."

Details: Case agent reguests change of caption in this
investigation.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/27/2000
Te: Denver Attn: All agents

From: Denver
Squad Five/JTTE-DT
Contact: |

Approved By:l_ I

Drafted By:[:::::::::]mah
Case ID #: 174R.TN-57419 (Pending)

66-17

b

Title: ERIC HARRIS {DECEASED)
DYLAN KLEBOLD (DECEASED)
COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL (CHS)
UNINCORPORATED JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO
04/20/1999
EID - ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBING

—

Synopsis: Intormation pertaining to planned activities in
remembrance of the anniversary date of the CHS incident. Agents
are requested to provide any information which could otentlally
have an impact on these activities to Sguad Five, JTTE

Details: On 04/20/193%9, the worst school killings in United
States history occurred at CHS in Unincorporated Jefferson
County. The attack, which included the use of explosive devices,
resulted in the deaths of 13 students, one teacher, and both
gunmen. Hundreds of law enforcement personnel responded to the
scene, including members of the Denver FBI Office.

For information of Denver agents, during the month of
April 2000, several memorials, remembrances, and fund raisers
will be held at the schocl, as well as in the surrounding park.
Extensive local and national media coverage is anticipated during
several of the events. Crowds in excess of 80,000 are expected
to attend some of the more highly-publicized events occurring on
G4/20/2000. Columbine area churches will also hold services at
various times throughout that day.

Some of the main activities expected to draw a large
number cf participants include a 5 memorial run on Sunday,
04/16/2000, and a series of memorials and other activities at the
adjacent Clement Park on Thursday, 04/206/2000. The day will
conclude with a candlelight vigil beginning at 2:30 pm at the
Clement Park Amphitheater.
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To: Denver Frowm. Denver
Re: 174A-DN-57419, 03/27/2000

The Jefferson County School District has announced it
will not held any classes for CHS students on 24/20/2000. There
will be a voluntary assembly for faculty and students starting at
92:30 that morning.

The Jefferson County Sheriff's Department incident
command post will be operaticnal from Monday, 04/317/2000, until
Thursday, 04/20/2000.

Based on the large media presence and past naticnal
exposure subsequent criminal activity has garnered in the
Columbine area, the CHS memorial events could draw the interest
of extremist groups and/or individuals attempting to gain
national exposure and publicity for their political or social
agendas.

Denver agents are requested tc provide any information
which could potentially have an impact on the planned CHS events
to Jefferson County Sheriff's Investigator) |JTTF—DT,

] or s [
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{Rev. 10-01-1959)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Pracedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/27/2000
To: HNational Security Attn: CTD,
DTOU,
All Field Offices Attn: DT sqguads/Jllrs
All Legats

From: Denv
Squad Five/JTTF-DT
Contact: | |

[

Approved By: L_ _1

Drafted By: |:|/mah b7
Case ID #: _174A-DN-57419 (Pending)
Title: ERI;i IS (DECEASED) =~

D LEBOLD (DECEASED)

CLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL (CHS)
UNINCORPORATED JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO
04/20/1999

EID - ACTUAL AND ATTEMPTED BOMBING

Synopsis: Information for all Field Offices and Legats
pertaining to planned activities in remembrance of the™
anniversary date of the CHS incident. Recipients are requested
to provide positive inforymation which could have an impact on
these activities to the Denver Field Office.

Details: On 04/20/1999, the worst school killings in United
States history occurred at CHS in unincorporated Jefferson
County, Colorado. The attack, which included the use of
explosive devices, resulted in the deaths of 13 students, one
teacher, and both gunmen. Hundreds of law enforcement personnel
responded to the scene, including members ©f the Denver FEI
Office.

For information of recipients, during the month of
April 2000, several memorials, remembrances, and fund raisers
will be held at the school, as well as in the surrounding park.
Extensive local and national media coverage is anticipated during
several of the events. Crowds in excess of 80,000 are expected
to attend some of the more highly-publicized activities occurring
on D4/20/2000. Columbine area churches will also hold services
at various times throughcut that day.

Some of the main activities expected tc draw a large

number of participants include a SK memorial run on Sunday,
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To: National Sec..lty From: Denver :
Re: 174A-DN-57419%9, 03/27/2000

04/16/20060, and a series of memorials and other activities in the
adjacent park on Thursday, 04/20/2000. The day will conclude
with a candlelight wvigil beginning at 9:30 pm at the Clement Park
Amphitheater.

The Jefferson County School District has anncunced it
will not hold any classes for CHS students on 04/20/2000. There
will be a voluntary assembly for faculty and students starting at
$:30 that morning.

The Jefferscn County Sheriff’s Department incident
command post will be operational from Monday, 04/17/2000, until
Thursday, 04/20/2000. )

Based upon the expected media presence and past
national exposure subsequent criminal activity has garnered in
the Columbine area, CHS memorial events could draw the interest
of extremist groups and/or individuals attempting to gain
national exposure and publicity for their own political or social
agendas.

Receiving offices are reguested to provide any positive
information which cculd have an impact on the planned memorial
events to SA ] benver FEI JTTF, telephonef |

gor to Jetfferscn County Sheriff's Investigator,| s |

enver FBI JTTF, telepheonel |
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